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To His Rorvat H1I1GuHNEsSs 


FREDERICK 


PRINCE of WALES. 


May it pleafe Your Hicungkss, 





===. 5 Your Royar 
eed r NO , 
== 4 MiB eel 


/ Ke = Condefcenfion are 

fo well known, I 

fhall not make any Apology 
A 3 for 


DEDICATION. 

for the Prefumption of this 
Addrefs: The amiable Qua- 
lities which You are poflefsd 
of, and which render You 
the DELIGHT of Mankind, 
greatly diminith that flavifh 
Dread wherewith we might 
otherwife approach the Heir 
apparent of thefe Kingdoms. 

With how much Pleafure 
do all the thinking Part of 
the Nation behold You dai- — 
ly exercifing thofe Virtues 
which are the brighteft Or- 
nament of a Private Life, 
-and which will one Day, ac- 
cording to the Courfe of Na- 
ture; add new Splendor to 
| | the 


DEDICATION: 
the BRirisH Crown! 
Thefe,; together with Your 
gerierous Love of Liberty; 
anid conftant Veneration for 
the Conftitution, are the moft 
ratiotial Foundations for the 
Applaufes' of the Publick 
which you happily enjoy; and 
muft for ever fecure the 
Hearts of all who have any 
Regard for the Peace and 
Profperity of their Country. 

This Work, which I beg 
leave to lay at Your Royar 
H1iGuHNeEss’s Feet; contains 
a Defcription of the moft po- 
tent arid flourifhing Nation of 
the Eaft, and is indeed a Sub- 

A 4 ject 


DEDICATION. 


ject worthy the Attention of 
the greateft PRINCE; for no- 
thing has a Tendency to en-_ 
large the MINp more than 
a view of the Manners, Cu- 
ftoms, Policy, and Religion 
of a People who once thought 
themfelves the politeft in the 
World. | 

From the Hiftory of their 
Emperors you will find, what 
you have long fince learnt, 
That the moft defpotick Power © 
is no Security to the fupreme 
Magiftrate when he degene- 
rates into a Tyrant, or difco- 
_ vers no Regard for the Pub- 
lick Welfare; ‘That Good- 


nefs 


DEDICATION. 
nefs and Clemency are the 
firmeft Support of the Throne, 
and that the chiefett Glory of 
a PRINCE is to reign in the. 
Hearts of his Subjects. 

I could willingly expatiate 
on fo copious a Theme, be- — 
cufe I am fully perfuaded 
Your Rovaut HIcGuHNEss is 
beft pleafed with the moft 
generous Maxims of Policy; - 
but I am afraid -left what 
might be intended for a Te- 
timony of my Duty and Ve- 
neration, fhould be miftaken 
for a vain Attempt to inform 
You of what is already imprin- 
ted 0 on your Mind 1 in indelible 

Cha- 


DEDICATION 
Characters, efpecially finee my 
chief Defign is to thew with 
how tuch Zeal and profound. 
Refpeé& I arn 


Your kevai HIGHNES i 
moft dutiful, 
moft faithful, and 
| moft humble 8 ervant, 


a 


R. BrooxKxeEs. 








a of all Countries yet known, the 
War Englifh Reader muft be greatly 
@ pleas’d to find the exadcteft Account 
Paes of ic that has ever yet appear'd in 
our Language. P. du Halde, from whom this 
Work is done, has not only taken greater Pains, 
but has had infinitely better Helps than any 
other Author who has wrote on this Subject. 
For, befides the printed Relations, he has had 
the Advantage of a prodigious number of Ma 
nufcripts, written by the moft skilful of the 
Miffionaries, and where thefe have feem’d not 
fufficiently clear, he has had the Opportunity 
of fatisfying his Doubts from the Converfation 
of thofe who were beft able to give him the 
trueft Informations: But ftill fearing left any 
Error might poflibly have efcap’d him, he had 
thoughts of fending the Work into Cina to 
be review’d by fome of the Jefuits refading 
there; when the Arrival of P. Contancin, on 
whom he had chiefly caft his Eyes, render’d it 
unneceflary. “ 

This Father had fpent thirty-two Years in 
that diftant Country, ten of which he refided in 
Peking, where he was Superior of sas? 

Oulc; 
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Houfe; and as his Stay at Paris was a whole - 
Year he had fufficient Leifure to alter, add 
or retrench whatever he thought neceffary 
for the Perfection of the Defign. After fuch 
extraordinary Precautions as thefe the Publick 
may reft fatisfied thac what is here advanced is 
‘ftri€tly true, which cannot be faid of any thing 
of this kind that has been hitherto publith’d. 

In the firft place you have a general View 
of the whole Empire prefix’d to the other 
Part of the Work to render it miore eafily in- 
telligible ; to which 1s added a fhort Account 
of feveral Nations, particularly the Sz fan, who 
were heretofore a very powerful.People, and 
were even formidable to the Chine/e Emperors 
themfelves; but of late they have been torn to 
Pieces by inteftine Wars, and have been forced 
to fubmit to the Chine/e Yoke, The Voyages of 
fome of the Miffionaries through the fineft of 
the Provinces come next: They are full of cu- 
rious Obfervations, and reprefented in fo lively 
a manner that the Reader may almoft ima- 
gine himfelf to be one of the Company. Thefe 
were thought a proper Preparative to the De- 
{cription of the Fifteen Provinces of which the 
Empire confifts, | 

And here we meet with a great number of 
ftately Cities, remarkable for their Situation, 
Extent, Multitude of Inhabitants, great Com- 
merce, Beauty of the Publick Buildings, and 


Plenty of all things: The Landis fo fertile . 


that it commonly yields two Crops in a Year, 
and producesall forts of Grain, Trees, and very 
fingular Fruits: The Mountains abound: with’ 

| , Metals 
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Metals of all forts, Minerals and the moft cu- 
rious Marble. Here are Plants of a moft fa- 
lutary Nature, which no other Climate can 
boaft of; as likewife a great number of Canals, 
Lakes and Rivers full of the moft excellent 
Fith; thefe make a great number of Bridges 
neceflary, which are generally well built, hand- 
fomely adorn’d, and of a furprifing Largenefs ; 
ina word Art and Nature feem to ftrive to | 
outvie each other in fupplying all the Neceffi-_ , 
ties and Delights of Life. a Oo 

Next to the Geography you have an Abridge- 
ment of their Hiftory, in which the Chrono- 
logy, from the Emperor Yao to. the Prefent 
Time, is by moft allow’d to be certain: But the 
number of Years elapfed between the Time of 
Fo bi, the Founder of the Empire, and the be- 
ginning of Yao’s Reign, is very doubtful. 

After this General Defcription here is an 
exact Account of every thing relating to this 
Nation, as its Character, Manners, Cuftoms, Go- 
vernment, Progrefs in the Sciences; Religion,c.. 
each of which are treated of in a feparate Ar- 
ticle, chat every Subject might have as much 
foom as the Nature of it required. | 

To thefe fucceed a Defcription of Chinefe- ‘ 
Tartary, Corea and Thibet, of which nothing 
but the Names have been hitherto known, as 
will readily appear only by cafting your Eyes 
on the Maps of the beft Geographers. And, 
what is {till more extraordinary, becaufe it does 
not fo immediately relate-to the Defign, there 
isan Account and a Map of the new Difcove- 
ties made by Captain Beerzngs in a —— 

| rom 
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from Tobolsk to Kamt{chacka, whither he was 
fent by the late Czar to try if there was a Paf- 
fage by Land into the North Part of America. 
There are feveral other things which might 
have been mention’d, but as they will appear 
in. the beft Light in the Body of the Work it 
felf they are here omitted ; I fhall therefore 
do nothing more than fubjoin a Catalogue of 
the M ffionaries from whofe Writings, whether 
Printed or in Manutcript, it has been extracted. 


Pere Martin Martin. \Pere Cyr Contancin, 
PereFexdinando¥ erbief.\ Pere Peter de Goville. 
Pere Philip Couplet. | Pere‘fobn Armand Nyel. 
Pere Gabriel Maghe-\ Pere Dominique Parre- 
— Laens. | 111. 
Pere Fobn de Fonteney.|Pere Peter Fartoux. — 
Pere ‘foachim Bouvet. | Pere Vincent de Tartre. 
Pere Fobn Francis Ger-|Pere fofeph-Anne-Ma- 
b:lhion. ry de Mailla. 
Pere Francis Noel. Pere Fobn Alexis Gollet. 
Pere Lewis le Comte. | Pere Claudius Facque- - 
Pere Claudius Vifdelou. | min. 
Pere fobn Baptift Regis.| Pere Lewis Porguet. 
Pere “fofeph Henry de\Pere Emerick de Cha- 
Premare. uagnac. : 
Pere Francis - Xavser | Pere Antony Gaubil. 
Dentrecolles. _ |Pere ‘fobn Baptift Fac- 
Pere ultan .Placidus| ques. 
Hervien, 


6 Pore | 
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THE GENERAL 


HISTORY or CHINA: 


CONTAINING 


i Geographical, Hi iftorical, Chronological, Po: 
litical.and Phyfical Defcription of the Em- 
- of —- and eee Oe. 





| General View of the Empire of CHINA. 


ie | E, Kingdom of China is called, 
eae, by the Weftern Monguls, Catay ; 
* by the Yartar Mantcheoux, Ni- 


Tchong koué : So that it is very 
difficult. to find out the. true 
| : Ground of the Appellation given 
mee =5 toit by the Europeans; unlefs the 
firft Royal F annily, who carry’d their victorious Arms 
Weftward, caufed it to be call’d Z/in-*, or Tai tfin. 
The Naval Force of the Emperor T/in chi boang, 
which, according to the Chinefe Hiftory, fail’d as far 
as Bengal, muft needs have made the Name of Ifz 
famous among the Indians, which ‘pafling from them 
into Perfia and Egypt, came, plainly, to us about 
230 Years before the Birth of Chrift. 








* Hence it is called in Zatiz, SINA; by the Exgli/> and Spaniards, 
CHINA, by the Jtalans, CIMA 5 and by the Germans, TSCHINA: 
Zn all which the Difference of Pronunciation is very {mall. 

Vourl. B But 


can courou; and by the Chinefe, | 


China. 


2 


China. 


Gove; x- 
went. 
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But however that be, it is certain that China is the 
largeft and moft beautiful Kingdom yet known ; for 
after we leave Europe, and enter the Countries bor- 
dering upon Africa, we feem as it were tranfported 
into another World. Even the Indians themfelves, 
tho’ not altogether fo rude, can be accounted little bet- 
ter than Barbarians, when compared with our own 
civilis’\d Nations. Who then would imagine that 
{till farther towards the Eaft, there fhould be a People 
found, who are powerful, politick, well vers’d in 
Arts, and skilful in the Sciences? 

When Mark-Paul, the Venetian, publifh’d his firft 
Relation in the Thirteenth Century, it was look’d 


- upon by moft People as a Thread of Fables. How- 
ever it is certain that this Writer, who accompany’d 


the Weftern Zartars in their Conqueft of China, has 


- advanced nothing but what 1s ftri€tly true: This is ea- 


fily prov’d from the Account he pives of certain -Ci- 
ties, which continue ftill the fame as he defcrib’d them, 
and preferve the fame Names by which he diftinguifh’d 
them. 


a of CHINA, from North to South, is of ereater Length 


than Zartary; but not quite fo broad, if meafur’d from 
Eaft to Weft; yet the narroweft Part of all.is 360 
Leagues of 20 to a Degree. It is divided into 15 Pro- 
vinces. Thofe of Chenfi, Chan/fi, and Petchelt, lie by the 
fide of the famous Wall that feparates it from Tarta- 
ry on the North. Thofe of Chan tong, Kiang nan, of 
Tche kiang, and of Fo kien, are fituated on the Coaft 
of the Eaftern Seca. Thofe of Quang tong, of Quang 
fis Of Yun nan, and of Se tchuen, are the Bounds of the 
South and Weft ; and the middle is occupied by 
thofe of Ho nan, Hou quang, Koei tchou, and Kiang fi. 

EVERY Province 1s fubdivided into a certain 
Number of Jurifdictions, called by the Chinefe, Fou, on 
which depend others of much Iefs Extent, termed 
Tcheou and Hien, ‘The Prefidents of the former have 
the Appellation of Zchi fou, and of the latter Ichi 
a os tcheouy 


Cuina, Coinese-Tarrary, &c, 


scheou, and Ichi bien. Inthe larger Cities there is al- 
ways one Ichi fou, and generally two Ichi bien, who 
have each a diftinct Jurifdiction over their proper Di- | 
ftricts. In Peking there are fix principal Courts of 
Judicature, befides one proper to that City, which is © 
the Capital of the Empire; this has the Name of. 
Chun tien. Under this there are two other Tribunals 
of the two Afien, or Cities of the third Rank, one of 
which is call’d Tai bing, and the other Hen ping. 

_ In the Provinces there are other Cities, whofe Tri- 
bunals are named Ouxei, and their Mandarins have the 
Title of Oxci cheou pei; and thefe are Officers of War, 
who have commonly no Jurifdiction out of the City. 
There are another Kind in the Villages; and thefe 
generally take Cognifance of nothing, but what relates 
to certain Perfons who are deftin’d by their Rank and 
Birth to Offices of State. 

All thefe Tribunals depend upon a Viceroy, and 
four other General Officers, who are his Affiftants 
when Occafion requires 5 as for Inftance, in Caufes re- 
lating to the Revenue and Civil: Matters, the Trea4 
furer-General, or Pou tching Je is concern’d; if it be 
acriminal Affair it is refer’d to the Lieutenant-Cri- 
minal, Ngan tcha fe; if it regards Offices, Salt, &c. 
they have recourfe to the Yen tao; in fhort, if it re- 
lates to Provifions which are gather’d by way of Tri- 
bute, they apply to the Leang to. But befides thefe 
Affairs, which are effential to their Tribunal, the Peo- 

le may have recourfe to them in Caufes of all Kinds, 
ci the inferior Courts depend Peer them, and they 
are by their Office hereditary Counfellors of the Vice- 
roy. It is in this Quality that they are oblig’d, fe- 
veral times in a Month, to be prefent at the Tribunal 
of this chief Mandarin, where they are to declare their 
Sentiments concerning the principal Tranfactions of 
the Province. | 

As the Officers in the Army depend in fome fort 
on the Viceroy, they are obliged, under great Penal- 
CO Bae ties, 


; 
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tics, to give notice of the leaft Commotions among 
the People, which happen within the Bounds of their 
Diftricét ; by which means it comes to pafs, that al- 
moft all the Affairs of the Government, whether Ci- 
vil, Criminal, or Military, are brought before his 
‘Tribunal ; and what renders him ftill more confidera- 


‘ble, is, that the fupreme Courts at Peking do not 


commonly make their Decifions, but according to the 
Informations given by him; and they almoft always 
‘ratify the Sentence which he has pronounced againft 
the Mandarins, which he in a manner difplaces before- 
hand by taking away their Seal. — 

It is true, that the Treafurer-General, and the Lieu- 
tenant-Criminal, may accufe the Governor of a Pro- 
vince, but they feldom put it in Practice, becaufe it 
would prove theit own Deftruction in the end. And, 
indeed, they generally agree but too well, in wink- 
ing at each other’s bad Conduct; if ever it happens 
otherwife, the Fault muft be extremely exorbitant, or 
it muft nearly concern their own private Honour and 
Repofe. | 

The publick Cenfors of the Empire are call’d Co- 
tao yu fe, and refide at Peking. They are the moft 
dreaded of all the great Mandarins, becaufe they have 
the Infpection of the whole Empire, every one having 
his particular Province affign’d him. ‘Thefe Cenfors 
‘are very vigilant, and are inform’d by their Spies of 
every thing that paffes ; and it is by their Influence 
that good Order is preferv’d. If any Mandarin fails 
of his Duty in an important Affair, wherein the Wel- 
fare of the People is concern’d, and the Viceroy ne- 
glects to proceed againit them immediately, they are 
‘oblig’d to give Information to the Supreme Courts, 
and to the Emperor, by a publick Accufation, even 
when there is not abfolute Proof of what they advance ; 
and if they are the firft from whom the Emperor learns 
the Diforder, it redounds greatly to their-Honour ; 
but if they are guilty of any Failure, they are liable 
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be reprimanded by the Emperor, and even to be re-— 
mov’d from their Office. > . 

The Dread of thefe publick Cenfors, chiefly contri- 
butes to the Prefervation of Order, and the ancient Cu- 
{toms ; and prevents the Troubles and Commotions 
commonly caufed by the Love of Novelty, to which 
the Vulgar are but too much inclin’d. That which 
adds to their Authority, is, that if they are ill-ufed, 
either by the Intrigues of the Grandees, or by the Em- 

r, who fometimes does not relifh the Advice which - 
their Office obliges them to give him, the whole Peo- 
ple regard them as the Fathers of their Country, and 
Martyrs for the Publick Welfare. 

‘Caufes are generally decided, and Sentence given, Common 
by a Jingle Mandarin, who, after a fhort Procefs, and Punig- 
Examination of beth Parties, arders the Lofer to be ment, 
baftinado’d, either for carryjng on an unjuft Profecu, 
tion, or maintaining a Cayfe contrary to Equity. The 
Baftinado is a COMMON PUNISHMENT > 
for the meaner People, but cannot be inflicted upon a 
Mandarin, though never fo inconfiderable, till he is 
depriv’d of his Office, , | 
_ The next Punifhment to this is a Collar made af 
two Pieces of Wood, hollow’d in the middle, and. 
{maller or greater, according to the Nature of the 
Crime; this is put on the Pelinquent’s Neck, and 
feal’d with the Seal of the Tribunal, with a Piece of — 
Paper denoting the Duration of the Punifhment, and ~ 
the Quality of the Crime, is 

Thefe two are all the Punjfhments, except the Pri- 
fon, that the Chinefe Laws permit the Mandarins to in- 
fiict on Criminals: They may, indeed, condemn to 
Fxile, but their Sentence muft be examin’d by the Su- 
preme Courts ; They cannot legally put any to Death; - 
but in Cafes of Sedition and Revolt, the Emperor 
gives Authority to the Z/ong tou, and fometimes tothe 
Viceroy, to punifh with immediate Death. 


B 3 The 
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The three Capital Punifhmentsare, Strangling, Be- 


_ heading, and cutting in Pieces; this Jaftis only in- 


flicted on thofe who murder their Mafters, Rebels, 
Traytors, and mercilefs Robbers, The Punifhment 
for ordinary Crimes which deferve Death, is Strang- 


-Jing. Beheading is the fecond Degree, at which the 


Executioner is very dexterous; not a Drop of Blood 
falls on the Criminal’s Habit, wha on the Day of Ex- 
ecution is fure to be well drefs’d, it being cuftomary 


’ for his Friends and Relations to affift him with all Ne- 


ceffaries at this calamitous Time. Execution is not 
done on a Scaffold, but on the Ground. The Soldiers 
are commonly made ufe of for this purpofe ; the Em- 
ployment is not accounted fcandalous, but the contra- 
ry, if they act their Part well. At Peking the Exe- © 
cutioner accompanies the Criminal to the Place ap- 
pointed, and is diftinguifh’d by an Apron of yellow 
Silk, which is the Imperial Colour; and his CutlafS 
is wrap’d in Silk of the fame kind, to fhew that he 
acts by the Authority of the Emperor, that the Peo- 
ple may pay him the greater Refpect. — 

It ane be acknowledg’d, that in the Chinefe Books 
mention is made of Punifhments of other kinds, and 
much more cruel ; but it muft be obferv’d at the fame 
time, that they have never been made ufe of, but by 
barbarous Princes, fuch as have been look’d upon as 
Tyrants by the whole Nation. Juftice, fay they, is 
neceffary, but not Cruelty. : | . 

Though the Power of the Magiftrate in cruminad 
Matters is thus reftrain’d by the Laws; yet, in civil 
Caufes, it may in a manner be faid to beabfolute, be- 
caufe all Affairs which relate to private Perfons only, 
are judged by the great provincial Officers, without 
any Appeal to the fupreme Courts of Peking. 

That which chiefly employs the inferior Mandarins, 
whether 7chi tcheou, Ichi bien, or Ouci cheou pei, is 
the gathering: of Taxes, for to them this Office per- 
fonally belongs. Though the Lands in every Pro- 

: : vineg 
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vince are meafured, and the proportionable Payment 


adjufted, according to the Richnefs of the Soil; yet, 
either through Poveity, or Avarice, they are unwil- 
ling to part with it, till they are fufficiently harafs’d 
by the inferior Officers. If thefe Excifemen are re- 
proach’d for their Cruelty, they will alledge in their 
own Juftification, that if they do not carry Matters to 
the utmoft Extremity, they muft receive the Baftinado 
for Neglect of Duty ; and the Mandarins juftify them- 
{elves, from the indifpenfable Neceffity they are under 
to act in this manners for if they fhould fail of ma- 
king the Returns at the appointed Time, they muft 
make good the Deficiencies out of their.own proper 
Subftance, for fear of being turn’d out of their Places, 
- However, this has not hinder’d feveral Provinces from 
running greatly in Debt tothe Royal Treafury, which 
probably they will neverbeableto pay, But toreme- 
dy this Inconvenience for the future, the prefent Em- 

ror has order’d, that henceforward the Proprietors 
of the Land, and not the Occupiers, fhall pay the 
Taxes, 

Befides the great Mandarins of every Province alrea- 
dy mention’d, there is one ftill more confiderable, cal- 
led Zfong tou. His Jurifdiction extends over two Pro- 
vinces, unlefs they are exceeding large, as Hou quang, 
Chen fi, &c, But then thefe large Provinces are di- 
vided into two Governments, and each Government 
has its proper Viceroy, How far his Power extends 
over the Viceroy’s, 1s determin’d either by Law or 
Cuftom, for his Superiority is very much limited ; 
but the Decifion of Caufes always belongs to him, if 
there is an Appeal to him from either of the Provin- 
cial Governors. 

In China there are reckon’d 173 Tribunals or Ju- 
rifdictions, immediately fubject to the Gencral-Offi- 
cers and Governors of every Province, called Fou by 
the CLinefe. There are 1408 inferior Tribunals, or 
{ubaltern Jurifdictions, which depend immediately = 
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the Ichi Fou, whereof 1173 have the Title of Hien, 
and 335 have that of Zcheou. Thefe latter differ a 
little from each other; the greateft Part have no Ju- 
rifdiction over the Hien; and others have a Jurifdic- 
tion over one, two, and fometimes four Hien, almoft 
equal to that of the Zchi fou; and there are feveral of 
them which have no Dependance on the Ychi fou, but 
owe their Authority immediately to the Viceroy. 


Natureof THERE is no Part of China that can properly 


the Soil. 


be faid to be barren; and fome Parts are naturally 
fo fruitful, that they yield a Crop twice ina Year; 
and others again owe their Fruitfulnefs to the inde- 
fatigable Toil of the Husbandmen. 

But as the Quantity of Land proper to be cultiva- 
ted, isnot very great in feveral mountainous Provinces, 
it is no wonder that thofe which are more fruitful, 
fhould fcarcely be fufficient for the Maintenance of 
fuch a Multitude of Inhabitants. The mountainous 
Provinces are Yun nan, Koei tcbeou, Se tchuen and 
Fo kien ; as alfo the Weft of Tche Kiang, and the in- 
land Parts of Quang tong and Quang fi. The Pro- 
vince of Kiang nan has all the great Diftrict of Hoes 
tcheou, full of exceeding high Mountains, and al- 
moft uninhabitable. It is alfo the fame with refpect 
to three Parts in four of the Provinces of Chey fi and 
Chan fi. | oer 
_ Near the great River of Kiang /i is fituate the moft 


beautiful Part of the whole Empire; nothing can be 


more delightful than thofe fpacious Plains, which are 
fo {mooth and level, that they feem to be the Effeéct 
of Art rather than Nature. They abound with Ci- 
ties and large Villages, which have the Advantage of 
an infinite Number of Canals, whofe Water 1s 
clear and excellent, and the Navigation on them 
fafe and pleafant. Nor is it a fmall Addition to the 


_Pleafure, to. behold the, vaft Variety of ftately Barks, 


which are continually paffing backward and forward. 
‘The Fields are cultivated with a Care and Labour, of 
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which none but the Chinefe are capable 3 and they are 
fo fruitful withal, that in feveral Places they yield 
Rice twice a Year, and frequently Wheat and other 
_ Grain between the two Crops. 

IF the Chinefe were as careful in cultivating their Fysi:-Trees 
Fruit-Trees, as we generally are in Europe, they would 
have Plenty of almoft all Kinds, the only difference 
would be the want of Variety of each diftinét Sort ; 
as for Inftance, they have but three or four kinds of 
Apples, feven or eight of Pears, as many of Peaches, 
and none of Cherries but what are’ very indifferent. 

But what makes amends for this Defect is, that they 
have feveral excellent Fruits to which we are Stran- 
gers ; particularly one which they call T/e t/, and 
the Portuguefe, Figs, becaufe. when it is dried it be- 
comes mealy and fweet like a Fig. The Trees on 
which they grow, when grafted become very charm- 
ing to the Eye ; they areas tall, and fpread about as 
much as a middle-fiz’d Walnut-Tree : The Leaves 
are large, and of a lively Green, which change in 
the Autumn to an agreeable Red. The Fruit is a- . 
bout the bignefs of a handfome Apple, and their Co- 
lour, when ripe, is a bright Yellow, 

In the Southern Provinces there grow other Fruits, 
which are ftill in greater efteem among the Natives ; 
for, befides Oranges of feveral Sorts, Lemons, Ci- 
trons, which were many Years ago brought into Ez- 
rope, we meet with two feveral Kinds. which are un- — 
known among ys. That which they call Li tdi is 
‘about the Size of a Date. The Stone is equally long « 
and hard, it is cover'd with a foft Pulp, full of Moi- 
fture, and of an excellent Tafte; when dry’d, it lofes 
a great Part of its fine Flavour, and becomes black 
and wrinkled like our ordinary Prunes. The Rind 
outwardly refembles Shagreen, but is fmooth within ; 
the Figure is nearly oval. 

The other Kind has the Name of Long-yen, that 
is to fay, the Dragon’s Eye; the Shape is fa = 
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Rind yellowifh, the Pulp white, moift, and inclina- 
ble to the Acid. It ts pretended that this is not fo 


- agreeable as the former, but it 1s- more wholefome, 


for it never occafions any Diforder. 

The Yeou and Quang-lau are ordinary Fruits, and 
hot worth infifting on in particular, However, the 
way of gathering the latter, which are a Kind of 
Olive, is worthy Obfervation, Before they are quite 
ripe, and yet are in a Condition proper for Eating, 
inftead of beating them down with long Poles, which 
is the Cuftom in other Places, they make a Hole in 
the Body of the Tree, in which they put Salt, and 
then ftop it up; by this means, in a few Days time, 
the Olives fall from the Tree of themfelves, 

Among other Trees, there are two which ought 
not to be omitted, for befides their Singularity, they 
are ufcful at Meals. The one produces a kind of 
Pepper, called Hoa thao; it is the Rind of a Berry 
as big asa Pea; the Kernel is too hot and _ biting ta 
be made ufe of ; the Colour of it is Gray mingled 
with Streaks of Red, It is not fo pungent nor agree- 
able to the Tafte as Pepper, and confequently is only 
ufed by the meaner People, The Plant that produces 
it in fome Places is a thick Bufh; in others a Tree 
of moderate Height. 

The other Tree produces Peas. ‘The Shape, Co- 
lour, Shell and Tafte are extremely like our ordinary 
Peas. This Tree is common enough. in feveral Pro- 
vinces, and for Tallnefs, f{preading Branches and 


‘Thicknefs, gives place to very few. 


But among Trees which claim the Attention of the’ 


‘Publick, and which are moft likely to raife the Envy 


of the Europeans, ‘are the Four that follow. 
The Firft is the Varnifh-Tree [Z/-chu], Its Size is 


very mean, its Bark whitifh, its Leaf refembles that 


of the wild Cherry-Tree. The Gum, which diftils 


_Drop by Drop, is like the Tears of the Turpentine- 
Tree, It yields a greater Quantity of Liquor if an 


' Incifion 
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Incifion be made in it; but then it foon deftroys the 
Tree. - 
This Varnifh is conftantly ufed,and greatly efteem’d 


by the Artificers; it takes all Colours alike, and if - 
it be wel] managed, neither lofes its Luftre by the © 


Changes of the Air, nor the Age af the Wood to 
which it js apply’d, | 


The Second Tree is Tong-chu, from which a Li- . 


quor is gain’d not much differing from Varnifh. «It 
refembles a Walnut-Tree fo nearly, that many have 


been deceiv’d by it. The Nut is full of a thickifh © 


Oil mix’d with an oily Pulp, which they take Care 
to {queeze, otherwife they would lofe a great Part 
of the Liquor, This, as well as the Varnifh, is fup- 

fed to have a Poifonous Quality, To make it fit 
or Ufe, they boil it with Litharge, and may mix it 
with any Colour at Pleafure, It is often ufed of it 


felf to varnifh Wood, which preferves it from the © 


bad Effects of Rain ; as alfo to give a Luftre to the 
Floors of the Emperor’s Apartments, and thofe of the 
Grandees. | | 

The Third remarkable Tree is the Tallow-Tree. 
It is as high as a large Cherry-Tree; the Fruit is 
contain’d in a Rind, which, when ripe, opens in the 
Middle like a Chefnut : It confifts of white Kernels 
of the Size of a hafel Nut, whofe Pulp has the Proper- 
ties of Tallow, and of which Candles are accordingly 
made. 

The Fourth is the moft uncommon of all; it is 
call’d Pe-la-chu, that is, the White-Wax-Tree. It 
is not fo tall as the Tallow-Tree, from which it alfo 
‘differs in the Colour of the Bark, which is whitifh, and 
in the Shape of the Leaves, which are longer than 
they are broad. AA little kind of Worm fixes it felf 
to the Leaves, and forms a fort of Comb much fmal-. 
ler than a Honey-comb. The Wax of this is very 
hard and fhining, and of far greater Value than theit 
common Bees- Wax. | | 
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To the Number of ufeful Trees may be added the 
Reed, or hollow Cane, commonly called a Bamboo. It 
generally grows to the Height of an ordinary Tree, 
and though it is knotty and hollow, it is exceeding 


_ hard, and will fuftain a great Weight, and is there- 


fore in fome Places ufed in Building. It will admit 
of being divided into very {mall Splinters or Strings, 
of which they make Boxes, Baskets, and other cu- 
rious Works. | | 

When it is broken in Pieces, grown rotten, and 
boiled in Water till it is reduced into a kind of Patfte, 
it ferves to make Paper of different Kinds, It is alfo 
made ufe of for Pipes to convey Water, and indeed 
for fo many other Purpofes, that it would be tedious 
to mention them. . | : 

They have moft Kinds of Wood that: are to be 
found in Europe; but that of greateft Efteem among 
them is called Nan mon, The ancient Palaces of the 
Emperors have the Windows, Gates, Beams, and 
Pillars of this Wood. The Natives imagine it will 
never decay, and confequently that whatever is 


. formed with it will laft for ever. Some have fup- 


pofed it to be a kind of Cedar, but the Leaves are 
not at all like it. It is a very tall Tree, and the Bo- 
dy of it is very ftrait. 

_ But no Kind of Wood, for Beauty, can equal the 
Tfe-tam: It is of a Reddifh Black, and full of fine 
Veins, which feem painted. It is very proper for 
Cabinets, and the very fineft Sert of Joyners Work ; 
and whatever is made of it 1s in great Efteem. 

With refpeé&t to Strength and Firmnefs, the /ron- 
wood gives Place tonone, ‘The Tree is as tall as our 
Jarge Oaks, but differs from it in the Thicknefs of 
the Trunk, the Shape of the Leaf, the Colour of the 
Wood, which is darker, and more efpecially in the 
Weight. The Anchors of their Ships of War are 


_ Made of this Wood, and the Emperor’s Officers 


pretend that they are preferable to thofe made of 
- | Tron 
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of fron; but in this they muft needs be mif- | 
taken. | | : 

AMONG Shrubs, that of TEA ought to be Diférest 
placed in the firft Rank. The Name of Tea is de- Kinds of 
rived to us from the corrupt Pronunciation of two ** 
Cities in the Province of Fo kien; in the reft of the 
Empire it is called Tcha. : 

They diftinguifh it into Four different Sorts. The 
Firft has the Name of Song lo tcha; it grows upon a 
Mountain of Kiang nan, in the Lat. of 29 Deg. 58 
Min. 30. Sec. which is covered over with thefe Shrubs. 
This 1s the fame as is called Green Tea among us. It 
is planted much in the fame Manner as Vines, whofe 
Growth is prevented, otherwife it would run up to 
feven or eight Foot in Height. In the Space of four or 
five Years it muft be planted a-new, or elfe the Leaf 
will become thick, hard and rough. The Flower is 
white, and in the Shape of a Rofe, compofed of five 
Leaves. In the Autumn when the Flower is gone, 
there appears a Berry in the Shape of a Nut, a little 
moift, and of no bad Tafte. | ; 

What I have faid of the Height of thefe Shrubs, 
muft be underftood of thofe which grow in the afore- 
faid Province, for in other Places they fuffer them to 
grow to their natural Height, which often reaches to _ 
ten or twelve Foot: For this Reafon, while the 
Branches are young and tender, they caufe them to 
bend downward, that they may gather the Leaves 
with’ greater Eafe. The Song lo tcha, or Green Tea 
abovemention’d, preferv’d feveral Years is an excel- 
lent Remedy againft many Diftempers. 

Another kind of Tea, [Vou y tcha,] grows in the: 
Province of Fo kien, and takes it Name from a fa- 
-mous Mountain therein. This Mountain, according 
to an Obfervation made upon the Spot, lies in 27° 
47’. 38”. of North Latitude. It is the moft famous 
in all the Province; there are in it a great ae 
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ber of Temples, Houfes, and Hermitages of the Bon- 
zes, which attract a great Concourfe of ae 
With a Defign to make this Mountain pafs for the 
Abode of fuperiour Beings, they have convey’d Barks, 


.. ‘Chariots, and other Things of the fame kind, into 
- the Clefts of the fteepeft Rocks, all along the Side 


of a Rivulet that divides it in two: Infomuch that 
thefe fantaftical Ornaments are look’d upon by the 
Vulgar as a real Prodigy, for they fuppofe that it 
muft be a Power more than Human, that has fix’d 
them in thefe inacceffible Places. | 

The Soil of this Mountain that praduces this Plant 
is light, whitifh and fandy. The only difference be- 
tween this Tea and the former, is, that the Leaves of 
the former are more long and fharp pointed, the De- 
coction of it is Green, and Experience difcovers it to 
be much more raking. On the contrary, the Leaves 
of ‘the Latter are fhort, and more round, of a Colour 
a little Blackifh, and yield a Yellow Tincture; the 
Tafte is very {mooth, and the Decoétion inoffenfive 
to the weakeft Stomach. For this Reafon this Tea is 
the moft fought after, and ufed by the whole Empire. 
However it muft be obferved that of this Kind there 
are three Sorts. . | 

The Firft is the tender Leaf of the Shrub when 


“newly Planted; this is feldom expofed to Sale, but 


ferves to make Prefents of, and to fend to the Empe- 
ror, It isa kind of Imperial Tea, and is valued at 
about two Shillings a Pound of our Money. The 
Second confifts of Leaves of a fenfible Growth, and 
this is counted a- very good Sort. The remaining 
Leaves are fuffered to come to their full Bignefs, 
which makes the Third Kind, and is exceeding 
Cheap. They make ftill another Sort of the Flower 
itfelf, but thofe who would have it, muft befpeak it 
beforehand, and purchafe it at an exceffive Price. Not- 
withftanding which it makes a very infipid Tea, and 
4s never ufed at the Emperor’s Court. | 

There 


“* 
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There are feveral other Teas, which are very little 
different from the to Principal Kinds, but what is 
owing to the Nature of the Sozl .in which they are 
planted. And there are feveral Plants to which 
they give the Name of Tea, which are nothing 
like it. However there is a Third principal Sort, 
of which we can give but an imperfect Account, 
becaufe Strangers are not permitted to enter the 
Place where it grows. It is called Pou eul tcha, 


from the Village Pou eu/ in the Province of Yun nox, 


Thofe who have ‘been at the Foot of the Mountain, 
inform us that this Shrub isttall and bufhy, planted 
without Regularity, and grows -without Cultivation.. 
The Leaves are more long and thick than thofe of 


the two former Kinds ; they roll them up :into a kind | 


of Balls, and fell them at a good Price. The Tafte 
is fmooth, ‘but not very agreeable ; when it is made 
{fe of in the ordinary manner, it yields a réddith 
Tincture. The Chinefe Phyficians accqunt it very Sa- 
lutary, and a certain Remedy for the Colick and 
Fluxes, and alfo very good to procure an Appetite. . 

There is another Tree which bears a-Fruit, from 
whence is drawn an Excellent Oil, perhaps while 
frefh, the beft in.all the Empire. This Trée has fome 
diftant Refemblance to the Vouy tcha, with -Refpe& 
to the Shape of ithe ‘Leaf and the Coleur of the 
Wood, but exceedsit very much in Height and 
in Taicknefs. ‘They grow naturally on the Sides. of 
Fills -and in Stony Valleys. The Berries.are Green, 
and. of an irregular Figure,’ they contain feveral Ker- 
nels or Stones of no very hard Confiftence. _ 

The flowering Trees and Shrubs are very nume- 
fous in every Province. Some of the Flowers refemble 
fulips, others are like ‘Rofes, which, -intermix’d 
with the Green Leaves, make a beautiful Appearance. 

Among the Shrubs there are but .three or four 
Kinds that bear edoriferous Flowers; of thefe the 
double Jeflamine-Tree [1 Ji hoa], .is the moft agree-. 


able. 


” 
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able. In the South it attains a moderate Height, but 
inthe North it is no more than far Foot high, tho’ it 
be kept in the Green-Houfe all the Winter. The 
Flower in all things refembles a double Jeffamine, 
but the Leaf is entirely different, and comes pretty 
near that of a young Citron-Ttee. | 

The Tree which produces the Flowers call’d Kuey 


boa, is very common in the Southern Provinces, but 


is rarely found in the Northern. The Flowers aré 
{mall, of various Colours, and have a charming Scent. 
The Leaves are not unlike thofe ofa Bay-Tree. 
There is yet another Species of thefe Plants, pro- 
per to the maritime Provinces ; it bears the Flower 
called Lun boa. It is not fo agreeable to the Sight, 
being of a dusky Yellow as the former, but the 
Scent of it is.the moft delicious of all: 7 
There is a Shrub, not odoriferous, which bears a 
white Flower as large asa double or triple Rofe. The 
Calix, or Cup, becomes afterwards a Fruit of the 
Shape of a Peach, but the Tafte is altogether infipid. 
In its Cells it has feveral Pippins, or Seeds, cover’d 
with a blackifh Skin, of a pretty firm Confiftence. 
The Pionys of China are more beautiful, and have 
an agreeable Smell, but the reft of their Garden- 


‘Flowers are no way comparable to ours. : 


The meaner Sort, who live upon little elfe befides 


‘Vegetables, are very careful in the cultivation of their 


Kitchen-Gardens ; as foon as one thing is off the 
Ground, another is immediately fown or planted, in- 


-fomuch that the Earth is never fuffer’d to lie full. 


Among the Pot-Herbs which we have not, there 
is none that deferves any Notice but the Pe ¢fai, and 
this indeed is both ufeful and excellent. It has been 


taken for a kind of Roman Lettice, but is like it in 


nothing but the farft Leaves ; the Seed, Flower, Tafte; 
and Height being intirely differenc. The Quantities 


that are fown of it are almoft incredible. In the 


Months of Offober and November the nine Gates of 
Peking 
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Peking are embarraffed with the Waggons that are 


loaded with it. They preferve it with Salt, or pickle 
it, and fo mix it with their Rice, to which it gives 
a Relifh. | ; | , 
The Medicinal Herbs, in fo large an Empire, are 
doubtlefs very numerous, but I fhall only take notice 
of the moft Remarkable and the moft Valuable. 
Rhubarb grows in great abundance, not only inthe 
Province of Se tchuen, but alfo in the Mountains of 
Chenfi. The Flowers refemble Tufts in the fhape of 
a Bell, jagged at the Ends’; the Leaves are long, and 
rough to the Touch. The Root -is whitifh within, 
while frefh,, but when dryed it affumes the Colour it 
has when it comes to us, | a 
The Plant that fome Authors call Radix xina, and the 
Natives fou ling, is of all the moft made ufe of by the 
Chinefe Phyficians. It is found in greateft Plenty in 
Se tchuen ; its Leaves, which are long and narrow, 
creep upon the Ground. The Root when full grown 
is very thick, and, if the Natives are to be believed, 
has fometimes the Circumference of an Infant’s Head. 
. But whether it be great or fmall, this is certain that 
it contains in a. kind of Pod a white Pulp, a little 
clammy or vifcous. There is a wild Sort, of this 
Plant in fevera! Parts of the Country, which alfo is 
much ufed, and is fold at a much lower Rate. Some 
of the Miffionaries, who are Natives of that Part of 
France where Truffles are plerity, affirm that the 
Fou ling is a kind of Truffle. The good Effects of 
this Plant are not to be doubted of, after the Expe- 
rience of fo great a Nation; yet it is hard to fay for 
what Diftemper it is moft proper, becaufe, like a 
Panacea, it 1s prefcribed:in almoft all. | 
The Root of the Plant which is called Fen /e, is 
not fo commonly ufed, but is much dearer; it is 
even fcarce in the Province of Se tchuen where tt 


grows, between 29 and 30 Degrees of Latitude; | 


it is of a warm Nature, and is look’d upon as 
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an excellent Remedy for all Difeafes arifing from 
cold Humours, as alfo for all kinds of Obftrudctions. 
Its Shape is fingular, it is femicircular on one Side, 
and almoft flat on the other. The flat Side is fix’d to 
the Earth by feveral Filaments, and from the half 
Round arife feveral different Stems, each of which 
grows up inthe Form of a Nofegay. Nothing but 
the Root is of any Value. 

Ti boang is another Root of a very beautiful Plant, 
which grows in greateft Plenty in the North of the 
Province of Ho nan, in 35°. 6’. of Lat. At farft Sight 
ene would take it for a fort of Liquorifh, witha le- 
guminous Flower, and a crooked Pod; but when 
one examines the Leaves, the Seeds and the Tafte, it 
is a hard matter to decide among what Species it 
ought to be placed. It is very much ufed to fortify 
and to reftore by little and little the Decays of 
Strength. 

But of all the Plants of which we have fpoken, next 
to the Gin feng, none is fo precious as the San if ; 
they attribute almoft the fame Virtues to the one as to 
the other, only the latter is accounted the more effi- 
cacious in Womens Diforders, and Hemorrhagies of 
all Sorts. It is not at all like the Gin-feng in Shape. 
This grows in the Province of Quang fi, and is to be 
found only on the Tops of high fteep Mountains. 
| A kind of Goat - a greyifh Colour is very fond’ 
of feeding upon this Plant, infomuch that they ima- 
gine the Blood of this Animal is endowed with the 
ame medicinal Properties, It is certain that the Blood 
of thefe Goats has furprizing Succefs againft the In- 
juries receiv’d by Falls from Horfes, and other Acci- 
dents of the fame kind. This the Miffionaries have 
had Experience of feveral times. One of their Ser- 
vants that was thrown by a vitious Horfe, and who 
lay fome Time without Speech or Motion, was fo 
foon recovered by this Remedy, that the next Day 
he was able to purfue his Journey. 


It 
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Ie muft not be forgotten that this Potion is reckan’d 
a Specifick againft the Small Pox. Inftances of its 
Succefs are frequent. The black and tainted Puftules 

e of a fine Red, as foon as the Patient has taken 
the Remedy. For this Reafon it is prefcribed in fe- 
vetal Diforders, which are fuppofed to arife from bad 
Qualities in the Blood. The worft Circumftance is; 
that it is dear and not eafy to be had, and feldom 
free fram Adulteration. In the Experiments above. 
mentioned, the Blood of a Goat was made ufe of that 
had ibeen taken by the Huntars. : 

In the Province of Yus man are found the Treas 
which ‘bear the Cafia jfifiula; they are pretty tall, and 
the Pods are longer than thofe which we fee in Ez-- 
rope; they are. net compofed of two convex Shells 
dike thofe Plants of the Leguminous kind, but are a 
fort of hollow Pipes, divided by Partitiens into ‘Cells, 
which contain a bf Subftance no way differing from 
the Cafia made ufe of by us. 

I fhall forbear to fpeak of the Betel-Yree, though — 
Ufeful againft many Diforders,and feveral other Trees 
which grow in moft Parts of the Indies, fuch as the 
Banana-Tree, the Coton-Tree, and the Mango-Tree, 
As alfo of the Auanaes, and feveral other Plants, be- 
caufe they are commonly found in the Defcription of 
thofe Countries. | 

We fhall only obferve that the Chine/e Cinnamon 
grows in the Diftrict of fin tcheon fou,.of the Province 
of Quang fi. It is even in Chine in lefs Efteem than 
that which is imported. Its Colour is more inclin’d 
to the Grey than Red, which is the Colour of the 
good Cinnamon of Ceylon s it is alfo thicker, more 
cough, and not fo well {cented. However it -has cer- 
tainly the Qualities of Cinnamon, tho’ in a lefs De- 
gree ; which is fufficiently confirm’d by Experience. 

dt is not yet time to fpeak of the Simples and 
Drugs made ufe of by the Artificers of China, this 
will be more proper in re Natural Hiftory. How- 

2 | ever 
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ever I fhall juft mention the Plant called Tien or 
Tien-hoa. It is very common, and greatly ufed. When 
it is macerated in Water, and prepared in large Tubs, 
it yields a Blue Colour ferviceable to the Dyers. 
That of Fo kien gives a finer Tincture, and is in 
greater Efteem for a fort of Painting which the 
name 7an-meéi. | 

They employ little elfe but the Juices of Flowers 
and Herbs, to Paint all kinds of Flowers and Figures 
upon Sattin and Sattin-Taffetaes, of which they make 
their Garments and various Sorts of Furniture.. Thefe 
Colours, which penetrate the Subftance, never fade. 
They feem to be artfully Woven in, though they 
are only Painted in a flight Manner. 

WE have not been able to gain an exaét Knowledge 
of fome extraordinary Animals, which are faid to be 
found in the Mountains ; and what they relate of fome 
in particular is fo extravagant,that it is unworthy of the 
Attention of the Publick. That which they con- 
ftantly affirm of the Animal Siz fin, makes one think 
it is a kind of an Ape. They fay that it is the Size 
of a Man, and refembles Mankind in almoft all its 
Actions. | | 

There is another which they call Gin-biung, that 
is, a Man-Bear, which mutt be only underftood of the 
extraordinary Bignefs of that kind of Bears compared 
with Man. In like manner Ma-lou, a Stag-Hor/e, 
is only a kind of Stag as high as the little Horfes 
of Se tchuen and Yun nan. ° 

But that which is related in their Books of the 
Horfe-Tiger, ought to be look’d upon as all fabu- 
lous. He does not differ, fay they, in any thing 
from a Horfe, but in his Scales wherewith he is co- 
vered, and by his Claws, which refemble a Tiger’s ; 
but more efpecially by his fanguinary Difpofition, 
which makes him leave the Water in the Spring- 
Seafon, to devour both Man and Beaft.  - 


That 
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That which is related of the Musk-Deer, [ Hiang 
icbang fe| is agreeable to Truth ; for this Animal is 
not very uncommon. It is a kind of a Deer without 
Horns, with Hair of a blackifh Colour. The Musk- 


bag is compofed of a very thin Skin, cover’d with . 


Hair extremely fine. The Flefh 1s good to eat, and 
is even ferved up at the beft Tables. There will be 
occafion to {peak of it hereafter. 

In the Southern Provinces there are Parrots of all 
Sorts, exactly refembling thofe brought from Ameri- 
ca. ‘They have the fame Plumage, and the fame Apt- 
nefs for Talking ; but they are not comparable to the 
Bird call’d [Kni ki] the Golden Hen. There is no Spe- 
cies in Europe any thing like it. The Livelinefs of the 
Red and Yellow, the Plume on the Head, the deli- 
cate Shadowing of the Tail, the Variety of Colours of 
the ‘Wings, together with a well-fhaped Body, have 
doubtlefs given occafion for the Epithet of Golden 
conferred on this Fow/, to fhew its Preference over 
the moft valuable of the Feather’d Kind. Befides, 
the Flefh is more delicate than that of a Pheafant, 
fo that, on all Accounts, not one of the Eaftern 
Birds can be more defirable than this in our Exro- 
pean Countries, 

Among the beautiful Birds the Haz t/ing may juftly 
be counted one. It is very uncommon, and is found 
only in the Diftrict of Han tchong fou in the Province 
of Chem fi, and in fome Parts of Zartary. It is not in- 
feriour in Beauty to our fineft Falcons, and in Strength 
and Bignefs is much fuperior ; fo that it may be cal- 
led the King of the Birds of Prey in Yartary and 
China. 

The Butterflies of the Mountain Lo-feou-chan, are 
likewife greatly efteem’d. It is fituated in the Diftrict 
of Hoei tcheou fou, of the Province of Quantong. The 
largeft and moft uncommon arrong them are fent to 


Court, where they are made ufe of for a particular | 


kind of Ornament. Their Colours are wonderfully 
C 3 diver- 
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diverfify’d, and lively to a furprifing Degree. Thefe 
Butterflies are much larger than thote in Europe. In 
the Day-time they are without Motion on the Trees, 
and confequently are eafily taken ; but in the Night 


' they flutter about much in the fame manner as our Bats, 


and many of them feem to be alinoft as Jarge. There 


_are others of a lefs Kind, much fought after, but na 


way comparable to thefe. 

BUT the Mountains of China are ftill more valuable, 
for the Mines of different Metals which they contain, . 
They are full, as the Natives affirm, of Silver and 
Gold. Yet they have been hitherto neglected out 
of Policy, becaufethe Repofe of the Publick would 
be difturb’d by too much Riches, which would make 
the People proud, and negligent of Agriculture. 
| Notwithftanding this Maxim, there have been Sil- 
ver Mines always kept open in the Province of Yun 
nan; and as for their Gold, they find it in the Sands 
of the Brooks and Rivers that defeend from the 
Mountains in the weftern Parts of the Provinces of 
Se tchuen and Yun nan. ‘This latter Province is the 
more rich of the two. The People called Lolo, of 
whom we fhall fpeak hereafter, muft needs have a 
great Quantity of Gold in their Mountains ; this ap- 
pears from their Cuftom of putting a great Number 


of Gold Leaves into the Coffins of Perfons of Merit 


and Diftinétion, 

As their Gold is not coin’d, it is fold as a Mer- 
chandife ; but the Demand for it is not confiderable, 
becaufe it is ufed by none but the Gildets, except for — 
forme {mall Toys. No Petfon but the Emperor has 
any Quantity of Utenfils made of this Metal. | 

The Mines of Coal are very numerous, perhaps 
no Kingdom of the World contains more. They 
make ufe of this Fuel on all Occafions, which is of in- 


finite Advantage in fo cold a Country, and where 
Wood for Firing is very {carce, } 


It 
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It is alfo probable that there is great Plenty of Tin 
and Iron Mines, and fuch like Metals, becaufe the 
Price of them is fo low. One Mine in particular was 
obferv’d by the Miffionaries to yield hundreds of 
Quintals in a few Days. The Copper Mines which 
are in the Provinces of Yunnan and Koei tcheou, 
have for many Years furnifh’d a fufficient Quan- 
tity of Copper for the fmall Coin of the whele Em- 
pire. But the moft fingular, is the [ Pe Tong ] 
White Copper ; it is naturally of a white Colour, 
and ftill more fo inwardly than outwardly. Several 
Experiments have been made at Peking, to try if it 
owes its Whitenefs to any Mixture, by which it was 
found that it did not ; on the contrary, all Mixtures, 
except Silver, diminifh its Beauty. When polifh’d, 
it is exactly like Silver; but what detracts from its 
Value, is, its being more brittle than other Copper. 
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THERE tsa Stone called Hiung boang, which is p,,-ious 
faid to be an Antidote againft all forts of Poifon: But Stones. 


this may be juftly fufpected, becaufe in fome Places 
there are large Quarries of it. It is a foft Stone, of 
which Cups, and fuch like Things are eafily made. 
It is naturally of a yellowifh Colour, and fometimes 
fpotted with Black. , 
Lapis Lazuli is not very dear in Yun nan, where it 
is found in feveral Places, differing in nothing from 
that which 1s imported into Europe. Yu-che, of the 
fineft Sort, is generated in the Diftrict of Tai tong 
fou, of the Province of Chan fi: It is a kind of Jaf- 
per, of the Colour of the white Part of Agate.- It 
appears tranfparent, and fometimes {potted when it is 
lifh’d. : 
P The Rubies which are fold at Yun nan fou, are of 
the right Sort, but very little. There are alfo other 
Precious Stones to be had there; but they are to be 
Imported from other Countries, and efpecially from 
the Kingdom of Aca, : 


C 4. The 
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The fineft Rock Cry/tal is found in the Province of 
Fo kien in the Latitude of 24° 10’. The Artificets 
who live near the Mountains where it is got, are very 
skilful in working it; and they make of it, Seals, 
Buttons, Figures of Animals, &&c. 

There are alfo, in this Province, Quarries of fine 
Marble, which would equal the beft in Europe, if it 
were well polifh’d; but they make but little Ufe 
of it in their publick Buildings. There is neither 
Palace, nor Temple, nor any other Edifice, at Pe- 
king or elfewhere, intirely of Marble. Tho’ Pillars 
are frequently ufed in their Building, they have hi- 


_therto employ’d nothing but Wood for that Purpofe. 


Tt is uncommon to fee any thing built even of Stone, 
befide Bridges and Triumphal Arches, which adorn 
the Streets of the principal Cities in each Province. 
The Zriumpbal Arches are moftly adorn’d with the 
Figuresof Men, Birds, and Flowers, very artificial- 
ly done, which feem to be held together with Cords, 
which are engag’d one in another without Confufion. 
Thofe which have been done lately, fall infinitely 
fhort of the old ones ; which demontftrates the fuperior 
Skill of their ancient Architeéts.. However, the Or- 
der of the modern is the fame of the other; but this 
Order has little in it that refembles ours. They have 
neither Chapiters nor Cornices; and that which has 
fome LikenefS to our Frizes, is of a Height which 
is fhocking to an Eye accuftom’d to the European Ar- 
chitecture. _ 
THE Stone-Bridges are commonly built like ours, 
on large Piers of Stone, capable of refifting the Ra- 
pidity of the Stream, and fuftaining the Weight of 
Arches wide enough for: the Pailage of large Veffels. 
They are exceeding numerous, and the Emperor 


_ Spares no Expence when the publick Good requires 


them to be built, 


Of thefe, there is one very remarkable at Fox 
tcheou fou Capital of Fo kien. The River over 
| which 


/ 
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which it is built is half a League in Breadth; it is 
fometimes divided into {mall Arms, and fometimes 
feparated by little Iflands ; thefe are all united in join- 
ing ‘the Iflands by Bridges, which make altogether 
eight Furlongs or Chinefe Lys, and feventy-fix Toifes. 
The principal of thefe has alone above an hundred 
Arches built of white Stone, with Banifters on each 
Side handfomely carved ; upon which, at the diftance 
of every ten Foot, are placed fquare Pilafters, whofe 
Bafes are very large, refembling hollow Barks. 

But that which excells all the reft, 1s at Suen tcheou 
fou, built over the Point of an Arm of the Sea, 
~ without which the Paffage would be fometimes dan- 
gerous, even ina Boat. It is 2500 Chine/e Feet in 
Length, and 20 in Breadth. It is fupported by 252 
ftrong Piers, 126 on each Side. All the Stones are 
of the fame Bignefs, as well thofe which are laid from 
Pier to Pier, as thofe which are laid crofs-wife ; in- 
fomuch that it is difficult to comprehend how Stones 
of fuch an enormous Size fhould be placed in that 
regular Manner they are, or even raifed on the high 
Piers on which they lie. After this, there is no- 
thing of the Kind worth mentioning: But from the 
publick Buildings in general it may be obferv’d, that 
thefe People are very lavifh in every thing that re- 
gards the Publick, but good Oeconomiufts in all their 
_ private Concerns. 

BUT the moft excellent of all their Works relate Rivers and 
to their Rivers and Canals, which are managed with Canals. 
the greateft Advantage to the Publick; infomuch 
that one may pafs from Canton the moft Southern Ci- 
ty, to Peking the moft Northern, without travelling 
above one Day by Land, and even not that, if one 
goes a little about by the Province of Quang fi and 
Hou quang. 

The great River Yang t/e kiang traverfes all China 
from Welt to Eaft, and is join’d tothe River Pe-bo, 
which runs from Peking towards the South, through 

| a famous 
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a famous artifictal Canal; by this means there is 
an eafy Communication between the Southern and 
Marnime Provmces with the Northern that border 
upon Zartary, which is an inexhauftible Source of re- 
crprocal Advantages. This Canal, which has the 
Name of Yu-leang ho, or, the Canal to convey Mer- 
chandizes, is very remarkable for its Length, which 
is 16¢ Leagues, but more fo by the Levelnefs of the 
Land thro’ which it is cut; for there is neither Hill, 
nor Mountain, nor Rocky Soil, which gave them 
any Trouble to make a Paffage through. 

In the Province of Chan tong is a moderate River 
named Oxen-bo, whofe Waters they have found means 
to divide; the Place of Separation is called [Fou Choui 
miao| Ihe Temple of the Divifion of the Waters, be- 
éaufe 1 was confecrated by the Idolaters to Long Vang, 
who, according to the Bonzes, is Lord of the Waters. 
The greateft Part of it bends its Courfe Northward, 
and after many Turnings and Windings falls into the 
River of Peking. The other is, with vaft Trouble 
and Expence, guided through low and marfhy Lands, 
and by the Affiftance of Dams and Sluices, is made fub- 
fervient to different Purpofes of Pleafure and Profit. 

But that which moft charms the Eye, is the infi- 
nite Number of large and beautiful Imperial Barks, 
which fail in numerous Fleets under the Command 
of a fingle Mandarin, loaded with the beft Pro- 
ductions of different Provinces. It is commonly faid 
that the Number of thefe Barks, which are maintain- 
ed at the Publick Expence, amount to roooo ; but 
upon ftrict Enquiry it appears there is not half of 
that Number, and even then it will be found fur- 


. ee enough, if it be confider’d, that they are des 
i 


gn’d only to fupply the Imperial City with Provi- 
fions, and that the Burthen of many of them is Four- 

fcore Tuns at leaft. 
Where there is no Danger of damaging the Grand 
Canal, there are {mall ones cut into it, for the more 
caly 
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eafy Carriage of all Sorts of Commodities ; and where 


the Land is not upon the fame Level with the Canal, - 


they caufe their Boats to be horfted up on a large flav 
ping Stone, which being made flippery with Water, 
the Boats fide down with extreme Swiftnefs; for this 
Reafon they are fafhion’d much like a Gondola, and 
their Keels are made of an exceeding hard Wood, 
proper to fuftain the Weight of the Bark, 
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THE great Trouble whieh the Miffionaries had in Fy. 


fettling the Geography of the Country, did not al- 

them Time to mquire very minutely into the fe- 
veral Species of Fifh which are to be found in their 
~ Rivers and Canals; however, they obferv’d two or 
three things which are fingular enough. The Firft is, 
that in the River Yang tfe kiang, in the Province of 
Kiang fi, there isan Affembly of a great Number of 


Boats, at a particular Seafon, to purchafe the Spawn ~ 


of Fifth. In the Month of May the Country-People 


ing Mats and Hurdles acrofs the River, leaving on- . 


y Room for the Paffage of the Boats; thefe Hur- 
dles. ftop the Spawn, which, together with the Wa- 
ter, they convey into proper Vefiels, and expofe to 
Sale. By this means, and keeping the Vefifels in Agi- 
tation, it is convey’d into divers Provinces, ia order 
to ftock their Ponds and Pools. Ina few Days the 
young Fry begin to appear in little Shoals, but the 
different Kinds cannot be fo foon diftinguifh’d. The 
Advantage they reap from this is vaftly more than the 
Expence they are at, for the common People live 
much upon Fifh. _ 

The next of this Kind remarkable is the Golden 
Fifh [Kin yu.] Itis kept in Ponds and Bafons made 
on purpofe, near the Pleafure-Houfes of Perfons of 
Diftinction. ‘The leaft are the moft valued, becaufe 
they are moft beautiful. They are of a fine Red, 
which looks as if it were fpeckled with Gold Duft, 
efpecially near the Tail. Some are white, like Silver, 
and others white, {potted with Red: They are all ve- 

ry 
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ry lively, and delight to play on the Surface of the 
Water; but they are fo tender withal, that a {mall 
Matter will kill great Numbers of them. Their Size 
is various, but fome of them are as large as a Pil- 
chard. Whey will rife up to the Top of the Water, 
at the Noife of a Clapper that the Perfon ufes who 
feeds them: It is remarkable, and indeed furprifing, 
that during three or four of the coldeft Months they 
are not fed at all: One would imagine they knew 
their Mafters, they are fo ready to rife at his Ap- 
roach ; onthis Account many great Perfons delight to 
eed them with their own Hands, and pleafe themfelves 
much with their Agility, and Sporting in the Water. | 
-.But this kind of Fith is not more beautiful than the 
Hai feng is hideous and ugly. It is commonly feen 
floating near the Shore, in the Sea of Chan tong and 
Fo kien. \t looks like a fhapelefs Lump of fome ina- 
nimate Matter, and is not eafily to be defcrib’d; the 
Natives affirm it has four Eyes and Feet, but the 
Miffionaries could difcover but two of the former, 
and nothing like Feet, but {mall Prominences in f{e- 
veral Parts of its Body. It has neither Bones, nor 
Prickles, and when prefs’d, dies immediately. A lit- 
tle Salt will preferve it, and by that means it may be 
convey’d all over the Empire: It is much ufed, and 
accounted extreme fine Eating, but would not be 
very agreeable to an European Palate. 

I might mention a Kind of Sea-Crab, which are 
very fubyect to Petrefaction without lofing their natu- 
ral Shape; but this is commonly known elfewhere. 
Their Phyficians account them excellent in Fevers, but 
how juftly is uncertain. 

Rivers and Lakes are in great Plenty all over the 
Country : There is one of thefe latter, which is eighty 
of our Leagues infCircumference ; there are alfo cer- 
tain Rivulets which run under Ground, and appear a- 
gain at fome Diftance; but this cannot be mention- 


The 
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The Cities, which are very numerous, are almoft all 
built on the Sides of Lakes, Rivers or Canals, which 
renders travelling by Water extremely commodious 
as well as pleafant; but of thefe you will find a parti- 
cular Defcription in the Geographical Part of this 
Work. ns 





TARTARY. 


HIS celebrated Wall was built by the famous Em- 
peror Tin chi hoang, with a politick View, 221 
Years before Chrift. it is the Northern Boundary of 
China, and defends it from the neighbouring Yariars, 
who were at that Time divided into feveral Nations 
under different Princes, which prevented their doing 
any Injury to China, but by their fudden Irruptions. 
There was then no Inftance of fuch a Union of the 
Weftern Lartars, as happen’d at the Beginning of the 

Thirteenth Century, when they conquer’d Chima. 
There is nothing in the World equal to this Work, 
which is continued thro’ three great Provinces, viz. Pe 
tcheli, Chan fi, and Chen fi, built often in Places which 
feem inacceffible, and ftrengthen’d with a Series of 
Forts. The Beginning of this Wall is a large Bul- 
wark of Stone, raifed in the Sea, to the Eaft of Peking, 
and almoft in the fame Latitude, being 40°. 2’. 6”. 
in the Province of Pe tcheli. It is built like the Walls 
of the common Cities of the Empire, but much wider, 
being terrafs’d, and cas’d with Brick ; and is from 20 
to 25 Feet high. P. Regis, and the P. who affifted 
him in making the Map of the Provinces, have of- 
ten ftretch’d a Line on the Top, to meafure the Bafes 
of Triangles, and to take diftant Points with an 
Inftrument : They always found it well paved, an 
wide 
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wide enough for five or fix Horfemen to travel a- 
breaft with eafe. The Gatesof the Great Wall are for- 
tified on the Side of China by pretty large Forts: The 
firft, towards the Eaft, is call’d Chang bai koan; % is 
near the Wall which extends from che Bulwark in 
the Sea, about a League through a Country quite le- 
vel, and then begins from this Fort to rife upon the 
Declivities of the Mountains. It was the Chine/e Ge- 
neral, who commanded in this Place, that called in 
the neighbouring Tartars of Leao tong: This gave 
them an Opportunity of conquering Chixa, notwith- 


‘ftanding the great Confidence the Chinefe had in this 


Wall, which they thought an impregnable Defence. 

Theother Forts, and whichare as noted, are fd fong | 
keou, in 40°. 26'. Tom obe keou, 41°. 19'. 20°. Lebang 
kia keou, 40°. 5.15". two noted Paflaces of the 
Yartars, who are fubject to the Empire, to come to 
Peking ; and Cou pe koon, 40°. 43.15". which was 
the Way the Emperor Cang bi generally took to go 
to Ge bo ell m Tartary. This Place is about 40 
Leagues from Peking, always afcending towards the 
North: It 1s a mountainous Country, where he ufed 
to take the Diverfion of Hunting; the Way to it from 
Peking is levell’d by Hand, and as even as a Bowl- 
ing-Green. ‘There this great Prince refided more than 
half the Year, without neglecting the Affairs of the 
Empire, which he govern’d as eafily as a private Fa- 
mily. When he came late from Hunting, he never went 
to Bed before he had difpatch’d all Petitioners, and 


rofe next Morning before the Day. It was furprizing 


to fee him, at the Age of threefcore Years, riding a- 


* mong his Guards, thro’ the thickeft Snows, in a light’ 


Drefs, arm’d with his Bow and Quiver, without ever. 
offering to make ufe of an empty Chaife that fol- 
low’d him. 

All thefe Places are terrafs’d and cas’d with Brick 


- on both Sides, in the Province of Pe tcheli; but when 


you enter that of Chen /i towards Tien itching ouei, the 
| Wall 
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Wall begins to be only of Earth: Neverthelefs on 
the Side of Cha hou keou, in 40°. 19. which Place 


the Mu/covites come to, ftraight from Selingisko, it is | 
cas’d on the outer Side with Brick, and dome of its . 


Towers are very large, and built of Brick on a Bafe 
of Stone, but it does not always continue the fame. 
The River Hoang Ho has Centry-Bores along its Banks, 
wherein Soldiers keep Guard continually, and fup- 
plies the Place of a Wall, towards the Bounds which 
divide the Provinces of Chaz fi and Chen fi. 

Beyond the River Hoang bo weltward, in the Pro- 
vince of Chen fi, the Wall 1s only of Earth, low, nar- 
row, aad fometimes of Gravel, for it lies in a gra- 
velly Soil, and in fome Places is quite deftroy’d ; but 
in other Places the Paflage is defended by feveral con- 
fiderable Towns, fuch are Yu ling bien, in 33°. 15’, 
Ning bia, Lan tcheou, in 37°. 59. Kan tcheou, 39°. 
Sou tcheou and Si ning ; where General Officers refide 
with Bodies of Mien. He who refides at Kan tcheou 
ts the Generaliffimo, and is call’d Ti tox; the others 
are only Lieutenant-Generals, called Zong ping. 

Ning bia is the beft of thefe Towns ; it is finer, 
richer, and better built than moft of the Towns of the 
Empire ; it is alfo pretty large, for if you take both 
the Divifions, as making but one Town, it is at leaft 
15 Chinefe Lys round. The Induttry of ‘the inhabi- 
tants has render’d the Country fruitful, for by means 


of proper Canals and Sluices, which they have made, - 


they can water thtir Lands, when they want it, from 
the River Hoang bo. There are Springs in the Ditches 
of the Town, from which they make Salt; here are 
alfo Manufactures of Woollen Goods, and Carpets like 
thofe of Turkey. The Mountains are fo high and fteep 
in the Diftrict of Ning bia, that Seven or Eight Leagues 
from the Town they fupply the Place of a Wall for 
about Ten Leagues, Sou tcheou is in 39°. 45. 40°. it 
_ isa confiderable Town, but not equal to Ning, either 
for Trade or Beauty ; tho’ it commands the Soldiers 

: at 
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at Kia yu koan, which is the Road to Hami, and in fe- 
veral Diftriéts of the Zartar Halkas. The Wall is 
only of Earth in thefe Parts, but kept in good Re- 
pair, on account of the Neighbourhood of the People 
of Hami, who have been fubjeét to the Emperor 
but a few Years, The Walls of Kia yu koan are not 
of Brick, but well guarded with Soldiers, who defend 
this important Paffage. The Wall ends when you 
have pafs’d a little Town (called Tcheuang lan) becaufe 
it is fituated where two Ways meet, one of which is 
in the Valley which goes by Lang itcheou to Kia yu 
koan, the other upon the Mountain which leads to St 
ning tcheou; but inftead of a,Wall there is a pretty 
large Trench, except in the Necks near Si ning, which 
are walled asin the Province of Chen fi. The Town 
of St ning, which is 36°. 59. Is not large, but fur- - 
paffes Ning bia in Trade: All the Skins and Furs 
which come from Weft Zartary are fold in this Town, 
or in a neighbouring Village called Zopa. This . 
Place is of greater Worth than a large Town, al- | 
though the Buildings are mean, and in a bad Situa- 
tion. Here may be had almoft all Sorts of Foreign 
and Chinefe Commodities, and various Drugs, as 
Saffron, Dates, Coffee, &c. 

When P. Regis was here employ’d in making the © 
Map of the Country, he found three or four Catholic 
Armenians, who kept Shop in this Place, and fold’ fine 
Skins which they fetch’d from Yartary. The Houfes 
and Shops are much dearer in this Village than in the 
Town of Si zing, which is diftant about four Leagues. 
It is remarkable, that this Village is independent of the 
Mandarin of Si mng; but belongs to a Lama Bonze, 
who is always chofen out of the Family that owns this 
Territory. This Family is the moft confiderable of 
the Nation of Sz fan, or Zou fan, of which I fhall 
hereafter give a fuller Account. The Emperors of the 
preceding Family, thinking the better to preferve the 
Peace of the Nation, in making the Place impregna- 

ble 
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ble where they kept their Court, had built a fecond | 
Wall as ftrong and furprizing as the firft : It remains 
{till entire in Pe tcheli, 76 Lys from Peking, at one of - 
. the principal Gates, named Nan keo, and from thence 

10 pe upon the Declivity of a high Mountain, 
by which the Road lies to Suen boa fou, and from 
thence to Tai tong in the Province of Chan fi. This 
Wall, which is called the Great Inner-Wall, joins 
the other to the North of Peking, near Suen boa fou, 
where there is a Garrifon; and is continued along 
the Weft of the Province of Pe tcheli, and extends 
into the Province of Chan fi, where it is ruinous in 
many Places. When we confider the Number of 
ftrong Holds and Forts built between thefe two 
Walls,’ with the Works on the Eaftern Side,. we 
cannot help admiring the Care and Efforts of the 
Chinefe, who feem to have left no Means untry’d, 
that human Prudence could poffibly fuggeft, for the 
Defence of the Kingdom, and for preferving the publick — 
Tranquillity, : 





_ Of the Nation called Si fan or Tou fan. 


FOR the more readily comprehending what fol- 
lows, it is neceffary to recolle& what I mention’d 
before, viz. That the little Town of Tchouang lan is 
fituated at the Meeting of two Vallies ; whereof one 
goes towards the North, quite to the Gate of the Great 
Wall, which is called Kia yu koan, above 100 Leagues 
in length, in which there are three great Towns, Lan 
tcheou, Kan tcbeou, and Sou tcheou, with feveral Forts 
under their Jurifdiétion: The other Valley extends 
Weftward above twenty Leagues to Si xing, andis full 
of {mall Caftles, fubje&t to that Town, and which 
make the Chinefe abfolute Matters of all the plain 
Vou. Il. D Coun- 
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Country ; but they are not fo of the Mountains; they! 
are inhabited by a People different from the Chinef, 
who are to the South, and from the Yartars, who are 
to the North of this Country. | | 
' The Cbinefe diftinguifh this Nation into two Sorts 
of People; they call one Sort the Black Si fan, He 
fi fan ; the other Hoang fi fan, or the Yellow Si fan; 
not from any Difference in their Complexion, for they 
are in general pretty fwarthy, but becaufe one Sort 
live in Black, and the other in Yellow Tents. The 
Black Si fan have fome few poor Houfes, but are very 
uncivilized ; they are govern’d by little Chiefs, who 
depend ona greater. Thofe which P. Regis faw, were 
‘drefs’d like the People of Hami; the Women wore 
their Hair divided into Trefles hanging dowa upon 
their Shoulders, full of little brafs Specula. 

The Yellow Si fan are fubject to certain Families, 
the eldeft of which is made a Lama,or Tartarian Bonze, 
and wears a Yellow Habit. Thefe Lamas, always of 
the fame Family, and who govern in their Diftriéts, 
have Power to decide all Caufes, and to punifh Cri- 
minals ; they live in the fame Diftriét, but in dif- 
ferent Places, and have no large Villages; they ge- 
nerally make little Hamlets of fix or feven Families 
of the fame Kindred, which are like little Camps, 
and are call’d Sias in by the Chinefe Geographers, 

_ The greateft Part live in Tents; many have Houfes 
built of Earth, or fometimes of Brick; they do not 
want the Neceffaries of Life; they feed large Flocks 
of Sheep; their Horfes are fmall, but well fhaped, 
fpirited, and ftrong. The Lamas, who govern this Peo- 
ple, do not make them uneafy, provided: they render 


_ them certain Honours, and: pay exactly the Dues of 


fo, which are very trifling: The Armenians, who 
lived at Topa, feem’d very- well pleafed with the Lama 


. who was Governor of the Place, and who was then 


about four or five and twenty Years old: far from 


vexing his Subjects, he only took a flight Tribute of 


each 
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each Family in proportion to the Space of Land they 
occupied. It is faid that there is a Difference in the 
Language of the two Si fans, but as they underftand 
one another fo as to trade together, it’s probable that 
the Difference is only in the Dialects of the fame 
Language. Their Chiefs make ufe of the Books and 
Characters of Tdidet, the Country of the Great Lama, 
Both the one and the other Sort are but partly fubjeét 
to the Chinefe Mandarins their Neighbours, before 
whom they fometimes appear when they are cited ; 
but this feldom happens, and for the moft part they pay 
no Regard to thefe Citations. It appears a they dare 
not ufe them with Rigour, and force them to Obedience, 


The Mountains they inhabit, whofe Tops are cover’d ° 


with Snow in the midft of uly, fcreen them from 
all Purfuit. As they have the Rhubarb at their Dif- 
pofal, which grows very plentifully in their Lands, 
they are courted by. the Chine/e, who readily leave 
them in Poffeffion of fuch a fmghtful Country, pro- 
vided they. can draw from them their Merchandife 
in the Condition they require it. They have fome 
Cuftoms and Ceremonies.very different from the Cdi- 
nefe; for Inftance, it 1s the Cuftom amongft them 
to prefent a great white Handkerchief of Muflin or 
Silk, when they go before any Perfons they defign to 
thew Refpect ta. , 

They have alfo fome Cuftoms like the Tartars, 
Halkas, and others, which refemble the Cuftoms of 
Coconor. The present Government of the 8: faz or 
Tou fan is very different from what it was formerly ; 
they have at prefent no Towns, and are fhut up be- 
tween the River Yalong and the River Yang te kiang:: 
In ancient Time their Kingdom was well peopled, 
equally fortified, and very powerful. 

It is known by the Chinefeé Books of Geography; 
which are pretty ancient, by the Hiftories of the Pro- 
vinces of Chen fi and Se tchuen, and by the Great 
Annals Nien.y che, that they have had a very exten- 
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five Dominion, and fome Princes of very great Re- 
putation, who have made themfelves formidable to 
their Neighbours, and have given fome Uneafinefs e- 
ven to the Emperors of China. On the Eaftern Side 
they not only poffeffed feveral Tracts of Lands, which 
at prefent make Part of the Provinces of Se tchuen and 
Chen fi, but they had alfo carried their Conquefts fo 
far into China, asto become Matters of feveral Towns 
which the Chinefe call Tche ou, of which they made 


four large Governments. To the Weftward they 


were Mafters of all the Country, from Yalong to the 
Limits of Cachimir. Such was the Extent of their 
Kingdom. os 

In the feventh Century, Ki t/on King of the Tox 
fan poffeffed this vaft Tract of Land: He had even 
feveral little Tributary Kings, to whom he fent Pa- 
tents and Golden Seals. He was defirous to contract 
an Alliance with China,in the Time of the Emperor 
Tai tfong of the Dynafty of Zong, one of the greateft 
Princes that ever enjoy’d this Monarchy. He fent him 
a celebrated Embafiy. Yai t/ong was pleas’d with this 
Politenefs, and the Embaffadors were received and 
difmiffed with the greateft Marks of Honour and Di- 
ftinétion. | 

Ki t/on upon this Encouragement fent a fecond Em- 
bafly, to demand a Princefs of the Imperial Fami- 
ly for his Son Long tfang. The Emperor’s Council 
thought this a very bold Propofition, and rejected it 
with Scorn, without deigning to take it into Confi- 
deration. | 
Long tfang inheriting the Kingdom upon the Death 
of his Father, came at the Head of 200000 Men to 
demand the Princefs, and having defeated feveral tri- 


- butary Princes of China who oppofed his Paffage, he 


penetrated to the Frontiers of the Province of Chenft, 
where the Emperor then kept his Court. The Impe- 
rial Council depended on the Refiftance of thefe 
Princes, becaufe a numerous Army could pafs no other 


Way.- zr 
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Way.After thefe firft Actions of his victorious Army, 
Long tfang {ent one of his Officers with a proud and 
haughty Letter to the Emperor; he demanded that the 
Princefs fhould be immediately given him, with a certain 
Quantity. of Gold, Silver and Silks, which was due, 
as he faid, to a Spoufe of an Imperiai Princefs, who 
came to receive her in Perfon with fo much Pomp 
and Magnificence. The Emperor being offended at 
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this Demand, fent Orders immediately to affemble. 


the Troops on the Frontiers; and to give them Time 
for.it, he amufed the Envoy with great Hopes, by 
treating and giving him every Day new Entertain- 
ments: But as foon as he heard that the Army was 


ready to march, he fhamefully difmifs’d the Envoy, 


without giving him an Anfwer to the Letter of the 
King his Mafter, | | 

The General [Hecu bien tf] fet out at the fame 
Time, and immediately after he arrived at the Army, 
he attack’d the Army of [Long tang], and gain’d 
the Victory. The Lofs was not fo great on the Prince’s 
Part, but that he found himfelf in a Condition to give 
his Enemy fome Uneafinefs after. he had rallied his 
Men: Therefore as he promifed to retire if the Prin- 
cefs was fent to him with an pa ae fuitable to her 
Dignity, the Emperor’s Council was of Opinion that 
he fhould give his Confent. 

The Princefs was conducted in a pompous Man- 
ner, and after the Ceremonies of the Wedding Long 
tang retir’d, and became a faithful Ally. He was even 
of Service to the Empire on feveral Occafions ; the 
pane was, when the General Mena ufurp'’d aTri- 

utary Kingdom of China. Long t/ang affifted the 
Emperor’s General with all his Forces, he fought him- 
felf in Perfon, and had agreat Share in the Victory 
by killing the Rebel Mena, | 

Kilifo, who fucceeded Long t/ang, did nothing to di- 
fturb the Peace which he had with the Empire and 
all his Neighbours: He arte anly how to maintain 
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it by the Treaties which he made with the various Na- 
tions of Zartars, and efpecially with the [ Hoet be.] 
- By thefe means he made his Kingdom as_power- 
ful by his Allies as by his own Forces. He died with- 
Son fi, his next Heir and Succeffor, was of a more: 
warlike Difpofition; he was called with his Zartar 
Allies, and fome other Allies of the Empire, to the _ 
Succour of the Emperor Huen tfong, who was oblig’d 
to quit the Court of Zchang gan (which is the Town 
now call’d Sz ngan) and to abandon it to the Rebels 
headed by the General Gaz lo chan. | 
__ The Prince who was next Heir to the Empire, and 
who call’d them to his Affiftance, had promifed them 
great Rewards if they conquer’d ; he kept his Word, 
and not contented with giving the Plunder of fome 
Cities that had rebell’d, among others Loyang, which 


was very rich, he alfo made them a Prefent ofa 


great Quantity of Silks, and of the moft. valuable 
Things that are the Produce of China.-- 
‘But whether they were not fatisfied with thefe Pre- 
fents, or whether the-Proof of their Power, which they 
juft before tryed, made them prouder and more en- 
terprizing, or whether Policy engaged them to take 
Advantage of the Weaknefs of the Empire, which was 
worn out by too many Civil Wars, they no fooner 
heard of the Emperor’s Death, but they began their 
March with a formidable Army, and. advanced with 
incredible Expedition ; the Irruption was not per- 
ceived, till they arriv’d on the Frontiers of the Em- 


purée. ° 


"The Governors of Ta chin kaen, of E:an tcheou, and 


Of all the Country of Ho fi ou were furpriz’d, and for- 
ced: to furrender ; and the News arrived at Court on- 
dy by fome Fugitives. At firft the Minifter could 


hardly believe the Report, yet as it was prudent to 


take fome Precautions, heorder’d the moft skilful Ge- 
neral Officer who was then at Court, to fet out at the 
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Head of 3000 Horfe to learn the Truth. The Chinefe 
General [Go ¢ey] was fcarcely arriv’d at Hien yang, a 
Town near the Court, when he recerv’d Information 
that the Enemy’s Army, confifting of 300,000 Men, 
was expected there that Day; he immediately dif- 
patched a Courier to the Minifter, praying him to 
fend Succours, without which it was impoffible for 
him to make Head againft the Zou fan, who were 
oy to fall upon the Town where the Emperor re- 
ided. | 

The Minifter took no Notice of this Meflage; in 
the mean time, the Generals of the Enemy’s Army, 
who knew the Country, were no fooner arriv’d at 
Hien yang, but they detached a confiderable Body of 
Troops to get Poffeffion of a Bridge which was up- 
on the River. Next Day the reft of the Army ar- 
rived there in good Order. 

The Emperor, who till then had not been acquaint- 
ed with the Danger, was fo furprized with this fud- 
den News, that he abandoned his Palace and fled: 
‘The Grandees of the Court, the Officers, and People 
all followed his Example. : 

So that the victorious Army enter’d the Palaces 
of the Emperors and Princes without Refiftance, where 
they found immenfe Riches, which they plunder’d, 
after whieh they fet them on Fire, and at the fame 
Time fired feveral Parts of the Town. 

Co t/ey was retired with his 3000 Horfemen to 
join the Troops, who in the firft Surprize fled out of 


chang gan, and by the Means of this Union faw 


himfelf foon at the Head of 40000 Men. 

In order to fupply by Policy what he wanted in 
Strength, he had Recourfe to the following Strata- 
gem; He order’da Detachment of Horfe, command- 
éd by one of his beft Officers, to go and encamp up-. 
on the neighbouring Hills, to range them in one 
Line, to make a terrible Noife of Drums, and every 
on D 4 Night 
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Night to make great Fires in different Places within 
View of the Enemy. , : 

This Artifice fucceeded : The Jou fan were afraid 
of being furrounded and overpower’d by the united 
Forces of the whole Empire, commanded, as they 
well knew, by a General of great Skill and Bravery; 
therefore they turn’d to the Weft, and block’d up the 
Town Fong fang. _ 

Malin, who commanded in this Diftriét, came to 
the Relief of the Place, and having forc’d a Body of 


~ the Enemies Army, and kill’d above a thoufand Men, 


he threw himfelf into the Town. As foon as he was 
enter’d, he fet open all the Gates, to let the Enemy 
fee he did not fear them. ‘This extraordinary Con- 


duct aftonifh’d the You fan, and confirm’d their for-— 


mer Sufpicions, and they no longer doubted but that 
there was fome Ambufcade to furprize them. On the 
other Hand, faid they, this Governor feems not to 
value his Life, it would coft us too dear to make our 
felves Mafters of the Town,and as we are weaken’d al- 
ready by the Fatigues we have undergone, could we ftand 
the Shock of an Army, perhaps more numerous than 
our own, and compofed of frefh Troops? Upon this 
they refolved to retire, contented with the Booty they 
had gained; and by their Retreat they gave the 
Chinefe Time to repair the Royal Town of Zchan gan, 
to which the Emperor return’d fome Months after he 
had fled from it in fuch a fhameful Manner. Soon 
after the Chine/e Troops were obliged to take the Field 
againft a new Rebel [ Pou cou], who had join’d In- 
tereft with the Zartars, Hoei be. This Rebel was ta- 
ken off by a fudden Death in very time. 

The Chinefe had the Addrefs to difunite thefe two 
Nations, by exciting a Quarrel among the Chiefs about 
the Command of the Army. Yo kolo, who commanded 
the Hoei be, would have been named General of the 
whole Army. The Yox fan oppos’d it, asa thing contrary 

to 
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to the Orders they had receiv’d from the King their 
Mafter, and difhonourable to their Kingdom, which 
was much fuperior to the little State of thefe Tartar. 
The Chinefe General, who érfeamp’d in Sight, fecretly 
fupported the Pretenfions of Yo kolo, and at length 
join’d him. od a 

The Tou fan were attack’d as they were leaving 
their Camp. They loft 10000 Men inthis Attack, and 
were very roughly handled intheir Retreat. The King 
of the Zou fan confider’d how to repair his Lofs; he 
was informed that the Hoei be were retired from the CAi- 
nefe in Difcontent: Upon this he fent his Army with 


Orders to befiege Ling tcheou. The Commander of this. 


City, and of the Country of this Diftrict, had but few 
Troops ; he carefully fhunn’d an Engagement with the 
Enemy upon fuch unequal Terms. ‘The Method he 
took, was to put himfelf at the Head of 5000 Horfe, 
and tarning fuddenly upon their Magazines, he nat 
only burnt them, but alfo carried off all the Booty 
they had got, and Part of their Bagage. .This Lofs 
obliged the Tou fan to return in hafte to their own 
Country. They remain’d five Years without Action, 


making Preparations fora new War. At -theend of. 


this Time they fend a formidable Army into the 
Field, which dividing, fell almoft at the fame Time 
_ upon the Country: of King isheou and Ping icheou. 
Thefe Troops eafily defeated feveral Bodies of Impe- 
rial Forces. : The Valiant Ma lin, who before had 
driven them from Fong t/fang, was beaten like the 
other General Officers: But at length the General Co 
dey entirely routed them, by an Ambufcade which 

he placed in their Paffage, and put them to Flight. 
This Defeat made the King of Zou fan inclinable 
to Peace. He fent an Embafly to China, rather nu- 
merous than magnificent. The Embaffador had 500 
Men in his Retinue. —The Emperor, to mortify him, 
kept a long time at Court without an Audience or 
Difmiffion. The King of the Zou fan was fo fhock’d 
at 


5 


41 


773: 


” 


The GENERAL Hisrory of 


at this difagreeable Reception, that he was preparing 
to revenge the Affront, when the Emperor happen’d 
todie. 

His Son Zé t/ong who*fucceeded him, made it his 
firft. Care to deliberate on the Manner of difmiffing 
the Ambaffador and his Train. He refolv’d ona Con-. 
duét quite oppofite to that of his Predeceffor: He 
treated the principal Perfons of the Embaffy, and 


’ gave them and all their Followers rich Habits tn pro- 


portion to their Rank ; he loaded them with Prefents, 
and fent them away under the Conduct of one of his 
Officers named Ouei ling. This Officer had Orders 
to juftify the little Regard that had been paid to his 
Ambaffadors, by laying the Blame on their ill Con- 
duct, and their too numerous Attendance. " 

Oud ling, contrary to his Expectation, was not only 
received with Honour, but alfo with a Magnificence 
Which furprized the Emperor, and gave a favourable 
Opinion of this Court. His Expences were defrayed, 
and he was difmiffed with an Ambaffador loaded with 
rich Prefents to the Emperor from the King his Ma- 
fter, with a Promife that he would do nothing for 
the future that fhould break the good Intelligence he 
defired to keep with the Empire; fo that the Court, 
not doubting the Sincerity of this Reconciliation, was 
too eafily perfuaded that there was nothing more to 
fear from the Tou fan. | 

In the mean Time the King died. fang po his 
Succéffor was no fooner on the Throne, but he or- 
dered his Army to take the Field, and to enter Chen 7. 
They arriv’d before Advice could be given of their 
March to the Chinefe, and defeated all the Imperial 
Troops they met, till they came to, the City of 


' Kien tching, now called [Kien yang}. 


The Court was alarm’d at their Progrefs, but the 
General Li tcbing feeing the Confequence of this Irrup- 
tion, thought he was not obliged to wait for the Empe- 
ror’s Orders; but marching dire¢tly with all his Troops, 

| a and 


Curna, CHinest&-Tarrary, &e. 
and thofe of the Province which he had affembled, he 
came up with the Enemy, juft as they were going to_be- 


fiege the Town, and gain’d fuch:a complete Victory, 


that he forced them to fue for Peace. They promifed to 
{wear tothe Conditions, as fo6n asthe Emperor fhould 
fend one of the Grandees with full Power to conclude 
Affairs in an amicable Way, and who fhould in his 
Name confirm the Treaty with an Oath. This was 


put in Execution: But their Treachery was prefently 


difcovered. . | 
Some of their Officers, who defired the Continua- 
tion of the War, endeavour’d to furprize the Empe- 
ror’s Envoy, and carry him to their Camp ; the Ge- 
neral indeed denied that he was concern’d in the Mat- 
ter, and the Emperot’s Envoy thought that he had 
fucceeded very well. in his Negotiation with the Chiefs 
of the Army, by engaging them to return home with- 
out doing any Damage to the Subjects of the Empire: 
This firft Expedition not fucceeding as the King 
ef the Tou fax expected, he made Preparations for 2 
fecond. Hie levied an Army ftrong enough to op- 
pofe the united Forces of the Chinefe and the {Hoe 
be] Tartars, who had lately made an Alliance with 
the Emperor. They carried at firft fome confiderable 
Forts which lay in their Rout, and having poffefs’d 
themielves of Gan fi, they advanced to Pe ting, South 
of Ning bia. At this Place they wete furprizéd and 
beaten by the [Hoei be] Tartars. Yet far from re- 
tiring, they continued their Rout towards thé Court 
with incredible Boldnefs and Intrepidity : But foon af- 


ter, when they leaft expected it, the General Ouei cao © 


fell upon them, cut to pieces thofe Bodies which were 
drawn up in order of Battle, carried away fifty of their 
Camps, and purfued them to the Frontiers. : 

At the fame Time he difpatch’d an Officer to the 


King of Yun nan, to engage him to come to his Affi- 


ftance with all his- Forces; but this Prince excufed 
himfelf, being afraid of irritating fuch a powerful 
Enemy. Oo | After 
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After this Victory Oxei lao propofed to the Empe-- 
ror a Method to prevent the Incurfions of the Zoz 
fan, which was, to build feveral Cities and_Fortreiies 
on the Weftern Frontiers. The Court follow’d his 
Scheme, and an Order was made to build four in the 
Diftrict of Ning yang fou, of the Province Chenf, viz. 
Tang ka, Ho tao, Mou pou, ‘and Ma ling. : 

This Precaution prov’d ufelefs: The Building of 
thefe Towns was but juft finifhed, when the You fan 
return’d as ufual, and at length took the Town of Lin 
tcheou, which they had feveral times before attempted 
in vain. The General Ouei cao gave them no Time to: 
repair their Breaches: Heappeard with his Army ; as 
foon as he casne in Sight, the You fan abandon’d the 
Town, and took the Way to Ouxei tcheou, one of their 
ftrongeft Places, in the Province of Se tchuen. Ouet cao 
purfued them, and feeing they ftill fed from him, he 
refolved to befiege the Town of Ouxei tcheou. 

The King of the Tou fan was frighted at this News ; 
he fent immediately Lun mang, his Prime Muinifter, 
with a confiderable Reinforcement, Ovxet cao hearing 
this News, came out of his Lines, march’d to meet 
thefe Succours, and defeated the Army of the Prime 
Minifter, and took him Prifoner. Immediately after 
this Expedition, the Gates of the Town were opened 
to him. He refolved to make this a Place of Arms, 
and proceeded to befiege the Fortrefs of Koen min 
tching ; but he mifcarried here, through the Bravery 


. Of the Governor, who made an invincible Refiftance. 


The City of Oxei tcheou was one of the Royal Cities, 
and the Kinys of Tou fan, fince Kilifo, pafs’d Part of 


the Year in that Place. Sothat the firft thing that Kin 


Y tai did, who fucceeded his Brother, was to ufe a 
poffible Means to retake it; and accordingly rais’d an 

Army of 150000 Men, and fent them to befiege it. 
At the firft Rumour of the March of this Army, 
the Chinefe General threw himfelf into the Town. He 
fuftain’d the Siege for five and twenty Days, a 
ended 
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fended himfelf with a great deal of Courage againft 


the continual Affaults of the Enemy; but at length 


the Succours which he expected not arriving, and fee- 
ing himfelf reduc’d to the laft Extremity, he was 
forc’d to furrender. 

The Tou fan {well’d with their Victory, advanced 

towards Tching tou fou, the Capital of the fame Pro- 
vince Se tchuen. ‘The Chinefe General who, with the 
few Troops he had, could not oppofe their March, 
fpread a Report that he was going to make him- 
elf Mafter of the Defiles of the Mountains through 
which they had pafs’d, and to colour his Pretence, 
he order’d his Army to move towards the Place, as 
if it had been really this Defign. They were focon- 
vinced of it, that through Fear of having their Re- 
treat cut off, they were fatisfied with having executed 
the principal Order of their Prince, and made their 
Retreat to Ouei tchtou. — 

Y tat was a Prince naturally mild, peaceable, and 

full of Tendernefs for his People. As he never had en- 

*d in a War, but to recover a Place which had 
been taken by Force from his Predeceffor, from which 
his Troops were return’d, he acquainted the Generals 
of the Frontiers of the Empire, that he defir’d nothing 
but a Peace ; and to fhew that his Intentions were fin- 
cere, he iffued an Order which enjoin’d all his Off- 
cers to keep on the Defenfive only. | 

The Cbinefe on their Part behav’d with Generofity 
on feveral Occafions. Si ta meou, Tou fan of the Na- 


tion, and Governor of Ouxei tcheou, otter’d to deliver 


up his Place to Ly ti yeu, Commander of the Chinefe 
Troops upon the Frontiers of the Empire. Almoft 
all the Officers were of Opinion that his Offers were 
to be accepted ; but one of the principal amongft 


them, whole Name was Ni ou fan, very ftrongly op- 


pofed it. | 
A great Empire like ours, faid he, ought toefteem 
the Reputation of Fidelity more than the Pofleffion of 


a 
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a Place. If we break the Peace firft, we authorife 
the paft Infidelity of the Zou fan; the Complaints 
which we have made from that Time will be unjuft, 
and whatfoever they can do afterwards, whether by 
Pillaging, or fpoiling our Frontiers, becomes. juftified 
by our Example. ‘They all. yielded to his Reafons, 
and it was concluded to reject the Offers of the Go» 
vernor. 

Y tai made good Ufe of the Leifure which the Peace 
afforded, in governing his People by new Laws, and 
by the Care he took of advancing none into publick 
Offices but thofe who were truly worthy of them. If 
he learnt that any one diftinguifh’d himfelf by his . 
Learning, and Application to Study, he preferred him 
above thofe who had an equal Abiliry in the Manage- 
ment of Affairs. 

Having heard of a Learned Man of great Repu- 
tation, whofe Name was Cham pi pit, who had na 
other Merit but what he liad gain’d by his Knowledge, 
he fent for him to his Court from the fartheft Part of 
the Kingdom. He would himfelf queftion him, and — 
hear him difcourfe on different Subjects; he was fo 


_ well fatisfied, that he made him Governor of the City 


and Jurifdiction of chen tcheou, which is now called 
St ning. , Oe 

Cham pi pi in vain reprefented: that his greateft 
Proficiency was in Learning, and that this Poft re- 
uired fomebody skilful in Warlike Affairs, and at 
e Age of forty it was too late to learn the Affairs | 
of State; for the King commanded him to accept of 
this Government, and to go immediately to take Paf- 

feffion of it. ; 
This Prince who, by the Wifdom and Mildnefs of 
his Government, had gain’d the Hearts ofall his Sub- 
jets, died without any Iffue. Jamo, who was the 
neareft of the Blood to the Throne, was without: any: 
Oppofition acknowledg’d by all the States as the law- — 
ful Succeffor,  y , 
te This 


Cuina, CHINESE-T ARTARY, &. 


This Prince gave himfelf up entirely to his Plea- 
fures. He liv’d in Peace with his Neighbours, but his 
Paffions, together with the Violenccs and Barbarities 
which he committed, render’d him fo odious to his 
Subjects, that they left their Country in great Num- 
bers, to fhelter themfelves from his continual Cruel- 
tics. Ele was the firft Caufe of this Kingdom’s Ruin. 
' The Diforder increas’d very much after his Death ; 
having left no Children, nor nam'd a Succeffor, one 
ofthe Minifters, prevail’d upon by the Queen Dowa- 
ger, caus’d the Son of Paive to be forthwith pro- 
claim’d King, who was her Favourite, and one of 
the Grandees of the Kingdom. : 
At the firft Report of the Choice which they ha 
made, Ke tou na firft Minifter of State run to the 
Palace and oppos’d it. Js the Royal Family. then ex- 
tind ? cried he, and is it not a Crime to choofe a King 
elfewbere ? His Zeal coft him his Life; for they di- 
{fpatch’d him as he return’d home. | 
This Proceeding of the Court incens’d every Body ; 
but they were ftill more enrag’d when they found that 
this new. King was but a Child of three Years old, 
‘whofe Title would be of no ufe but to authorife all 
the Defigns of the Favourite. But the Queen’s Party 
was fo powerful at Court, that they were conftrain’d 
to comply, and acknowledge this young Prince with 
‘the ufual Ceremonies. : 3 
When this News came to the Army, which was 
then near the Frontiers, the chief *General Lu kong ge 
refus’d to receive the Orders fent him by the Court,and 
even entertained Thoughts of making himfelf King. 
He was of an immoderate Ambition, haughty, and 
full of his own Merit, very paffionate, and otten times 
cruel ; but in other refpects he was courageous, skil- 
ful, and was capable of the greateft Undertakings. He 
took hold. of this Opportunity of rifing to the Throne. 
He forthwith fpread a Report that he was preparing 
to revenge the Royal Family, by deftroying the U- 
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furpers of the Crown ; he rais’d new Troops, with 
which he increas’d. his Army, and march’d direétl 
to that of the new King ; he routed it entirely, too 
and pillag’d Ouxei-tcheou, and by joining with a great 
Number of Officers and Malecontents,who were come 
to meet him with their Troops, he found himfelf at 
the Head of 100000 fighting Men. What remain’d 
now, was to draw overthe Governors of the Provinces 
to his Intereft, which he imagin’d he could eafily 
Cham pi pi was one of the chiefeft, and was much 
efteem’d among the Soldiers. Since he was made Go- 
vernor of Ychen tcheou by King Y tai, he applied him- 
felf in fuch a manner to difcipline his Troops, by ma- 
king them often exercife, and teaching them feveral 


. Stratagems of War, that they were reckon’d the beft 


‘Troops of the State. 

Lu kong ge hada mind to found him ftraightway, 
and having writ to him a deceitful Letter, march’d 
towards his City. Cham pi pi difcover’d the Defign of 


the General, and refolv’d to crofshim. To deceive 


him in his Turn, he fent him fo humble an Anfwer, 
that Lu kong ge did not doubt but that he had gain’d 
him to his Intereft. Immediately after the Departure 
of the Courier, Cham pi pi march’d with all his 
Troops, and made fo much hafte that he arriv’d al- 
moftas foon as his Letter. He atttack’d without Delay 
the Army of Lu kong ge, much ftronger than his own ; 
but in the Surprize in which he found this General, it 
was no hard matter to defeat it. Lu kong ge having 
rallied the Remainder of his Troops, retir’d in the 
utmoft Rage at this Difappointment: he well faw that 
Cham pi pi would be a great Obftacle to his ambi- 
tious Views, fo much the more becaufe he had de- 
clar’'d in his Government, that ic was necefflary to 
have a King of the Royal Blood ; and if there were. 
none furviving of the Blood, it was better to fub- 
mit to the Emperor -of China, than to favour the 
Ambition of a rebellious Subject. Lu 
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Lu kong ge having-recruited his Army, thought, 648, 
that to get himfelf a Name, and gain the Affection and 849. 
of his Nation, it was neceflary to enter upon the 
Chinefe Borders, and plunder them. He had in the 
Beginning fome Succefs, but was quickly routed 
by the Chinefe Generals, who afterwards took from 
the Tou fan the City Yen tcheou and many Fortrefles. 

Thefe Loffes did not fright Lu kong ge, he imagin’d 
that if he was once Matter of the Kingdom, it would 
be an eafy Matter to repair them, wherefore he bent 
all his Thoughts on reducing Cham pi pi. He had 

_ increas’d his Army with new Recruits; and with 
the Zartars, old Confederates of the Zou fan, to 
whom he had promifed the Plunder of the Frontiers 
of China, he began his March, and arriv’d near chen 
icheou with a formidable Army. 

Cham pi pi, without taking too great a Number of 

Men out of his City, encamp’d at a certain Diftance 
near the River, and was fortified in his Camp at 
the firft News of the Enemy’s Approach. Lu kong — 
ge attack’d him in it, and forc’d him to abandon it. 
The Party which he took was to pafs the River, break 
down the Bridge, and to follow the Enemy in all 
their Marches on the other Side of the River ; al- 
though he faw the Havock that Lu kong ge made on 
purpofe to draw him to a general Action, he did not 
juffer his Soldiers to pafs the River, not fo much as 
to skirmifh. : 
_ The natural Brutality of Lu kong ge, and his bad 
Temper, increas’d by the little Succefs of his Underta- 
kings, render’d him fo infupportable to his Soldiers, 
that they deferted him in great Numbers; Cham pi pt 
receiv’d them kindly, and form’d them into new 
Companies. 

The Tartars on their Side, who could no longer 
bear fuch an intolerable Yoke, and who began to 
difcover the ambitious Defigns of the General, left 
him. At -laft the Defertion, which continued more 
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and more every wel terrify’d La kong ge: De- 
fpairing of all Succefs, he thought the beft thing he 
could do, was to furrender himfelf to the Emperor of 


_ China on certain Terms; and accordingly fet out for 


the Court, and treated with his Imperial Majelty. 
Although he could not obtain his Demands, he 
appear’d contented, and retired to Co tcheou, a Chi- 
nefe City, where he quietly pafs’d the reft of his 
Days. , 
Wilt the ambitious Lu kong ge made himfelf 
Matter of almoft all the Forces of the State, the 
Princes of the Royal Blood retir’d into different Farts 


of the Kingdom, where they had little Patrimonies, 


Some, who had fought a Shelter in fome of the Forts 
which belong’d to them towards Se tchuen, refolv’d 
rather to fubmit themfelves to the Emperor of Cdé-. 
na, than an Ufurper : Others fortify’d themfelves in 
Mountains which belong’d to them. There were 
fome, and thofe the confiderable, who remain’d 
in their own Patrimonits, in the Neighbourhood of 
the Government of Cham pi pi. This was what cre- 
ated in the State an infinite Number of Troubles, 
which neither the Wifdom or Valour of Chom pt 
pi, nor of his Succeffor, could ever quiet, and which 
was at laft the Ruin of this Monarchy. 

When the Tou fan, divided into different Parties, 
were weary of Fighting, many Officers and Soldiers: 
join’d themfelves to Pan lo tchi, Prince of Eou cou, 
who was within the Jurifdiction of Ychen tcbeou, 
whom the Children of Cham pi pi had preferv’d for 
their Nation.- When they faw a Chief of the Royal 
Blood, they quickly form’d a Body, and to retrieve 
their Country’s Honour by fome glorious Exploit, 


they refolv’d to attack the King of Hia. 


This new King was a Yartar, and originally of 
Tou pa, which is ftill in the Poffeffion of the Tou fan. 
He fettled a State, in fpite of the Chine/e, near the 


River Hoang bo, whofe Capital was Hia tcheou, and 
| | hi 


which 
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Which is now called Ning Ha. It was from this City — 


that this thew Kingdort: was nam’d Fiz. : 

The Fou fer had very much dffifted this Ptinéé in 
Fils Unelertaking’; but they corriplain’d that their Se#- 
Vices were HIF requited, and chat theit Complaints had 
ghee with ift Preatmtent froni fottie of the Minifters of 
fhe new State; Wherefore fecing themfelves reunited 
- ftidér ote of eheit Princes, they meditated Revenge 

éri theftt for their Ingraticude. ; 7 

The Kine of Aia, who was thé Founder of this 
tle Stare, Way nam’d Li & tfen. He had renew’d 
the War with the Empire, which the Imperla! Family 
OF the Sony then govern’d. He firdden!y eticer’d with 
4 numerous Atnty irito the Weftett Patt of ee 
Which fetrotinded tlt little Dontintions that the Tou 
fan wete fat in Poffeffion of. oe 

Pan Ty ebt offer’d the Cortinttnder of the Chize/e to 
ttnee their Forces, to pull down this growing Power, 
if thé Emperor would honour him with a Title 
which would give hirty more Power in his owh Na- 
fion. Fhe Emperor Po this Propofition, and 
férit’ hitn Patents of Chief-Govetnot of the You fan. 

The King of ia, who knew nothing of thefe pri 
vate Contracts, having made fome Havock, befieg’d 
the City of Si leang, and having made hitnfelf Ma- 
fet of tt, he order’d thé Governor to be put to Death. 
He thought to pufh his Conquefts farther, fuppofing 
Pan lo tcheou was coming to ufrite both their Armiiés to 
efit his Projects. | 

Pan lo tcbeou began his Match with 60000 Horfe- 
thtn, and having teach’d the King of Hia in a few 
Days, He attack’d him with fo much Valour, that 
he entirely routed his great Army. But this Prince 
was worndeéd, and afterwards dy’d of his Wounds. 

Soffotc, his Succeffor, entertain’d high Hopes of re- 
covering the ancient Monarchy of: his Predeceffors. 
His frail Dominions contain’d but feven or eight Ci- 
ftes, and fome neighbouring Countries. But - = 
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1015. ly’d very much on the Experience and Valour of his 
Troops, who were very well difciplin’d ; and he was in 
hopes that the reft of the Zou fan would come to join 
him, and feek his Protection, when they.faw he was pow- 
etful enough to defend them. He kept his Court at 
Tfong ko tching, where he kept as many Officers, and 
with the fame Names, as his Predeceffors had done. 
He rais’d new Troops every where, as far as his 
Power extended, and made them oftentimes enter 
upon the Confines of the Empire, but was always 
beaten back. At laft he made Peace with the Im- 
perial Court. 

They were ftill difturb’d with the Enterprizes of the 
King of ,Hia. ‘This Prince’s Power increas’d every 
Day ; his Pride was got to fuch an Excefs, that he 
had took upon him the Title of Emperor of Hia. 
‘The Emperor was glad to have Prince Soffolo to op- 
pofe him, and to engage him more ftrongly in his In- 
tereft, he made him Chief-Governor of Pao chun, 
which ftood very convenient for him. 

During thefe Tranfactions Soffolo died, and quickly 
after his Death, the Divifion which he created amongft 
his Children, haften’d the entire Ruin of the State of 
the Zou fan. This Prince had had two Children by 
his firft Wife, one nam’d Hiia tchen, and the other 
Mot chen tfou. He had afterwards the Prince Tou 
tchen, by a fecond Wife. | 
_ She was fo much in Favour, that, to render her 
Son more powerful, fhe perfuaded her Husband to ~ 
imprifon the Children which he had had by his firft 
Wife, and oblige their Mother to turn Bonzeffe. But 
they found ways to make their Efcape, and to free 
their Mother out of the Monaftery in which they had 
fhut her up. Then the People, who had affifted the 
Princes in gaining their Liberty, declared for them. 

' Soffalo, who repented what he had done, approv’d 
of this Change. He permitted that Me tchen tou 
fhould live at Z/ongco tchin which he affign’d him for 
ay his 
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Ins Maintenance, for tie had mov’d his Court to 7; chen 
tcheou. He likewife affign’d Kan ku to his other Son,’ 


Etta tcben, for the Place of his Abode. 

As for his third Son, You chen, who feem’d to him 
the moft capable of upholding his Family, he gave 
him his Authority, and the reft of his Dominions. 
He kept his'Court at Li ¢/ing tchin, where he was 
equally belov’d by his Subjects, and fear’d by his 


Neighbours; fo that all the Zou fan which dwelt on 


the North of Hoang ho, were entirely under his Go- 
vernment. Moreover the Emperor of China granted 
him the Government of all the Country of Paochun, 
at the Defire of Sofolo, who gave it up in his Fa- 
vour. 


This great Authority with which he had invefted 


his youngeft Son, gave Sufpicion to the two Elder, 
and their Kindred, who were afraid of being fome 
time or other opprefs’'d. Neverthelefs they main- 
tain’d their Power by their Right of Birth; and by the 
Precautions they took, died undifturb’d in their own 
Cities. | 

Mou 'tching, the Son of Hia chen, more difturb’d 
than his Father at what he had to fear from the Power 


of Prince You chen, refolv’d to furrender himéfelf to- 


the Emperor, and deliver up to him Kan hu ho tcheou, 
and all the Places which he had in his Poffeffion. As 
the City Ho tcheou was a Place of great Importance 
for the Security of the Frontiers of the Empire, the 
Emperor very willingly accepted the Propofal of Moz 
ichin, and granted him, and all his Pofterity in ge- 
neral, every thing that was neceffary for their living 
in Credit in the Empire. } : 


Me cthent fou had for his Heir his Son Kiao kiting, 
who was very well belov’d in his little Dominions, » 


but who furviv’d his Father but a few Years. His 
Son Hia tchen fucceeded him ; this Prince was paffio- 
nate, fierce, and cruel: He fo incens’d his Subjects, 
that they attempted to depofe him, and fubftitute in 
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his Place his Uncle Sounqu, The Confpiracy was 
difcover’d, Sounax, and almow ail his Accomplices, 
were put to Death. 

Qne of the chief Officers, nam’d T/enloki, found 
means to sicape, and carry’d with him Tcho/e, whe 
was of the Family of the Prince. He faz’d upon 
the City Ki kou tehing; and caus'd hjm to he pres 
claim’d Prince of that Jittle State. His tcheng har 
ften’d here immediately wth all his Farces, took the 


' Place, and caus’d Tcha/a to be put tg Death. F/iey- 


ki, in the mjdft of all thefe Troubles, » fecond time 
found means to make hjs Efcape ta Ha tcbeon. | 

The General, Vax tchaa, had been made Governor 
of this Place by the Emperor of China. Tfeulakj 
pone him that the Conqueft ef the Country of 
Tfing tang was very ealy, and that there was nothin 
hindered but that he might make himfelf Mafter 0 
it. Van tchaa beligv’d fim, and immediately attack’d 
the little City Ado ichouew, which he eafily took. It 
was now that Prince Hia tcbeyg, feeing himfelf hated 
by his People, and vigoroufly attack’d by the C## 
uefe, refoly’d to fubmit to the Emperor on advanta- 
geous Terms; he came himfelf to mect Kau tchaa, 
offer’d all the Places which he had jn Paffeffian, and 
obtain’d his Demands. The Emperor ratjfy’d the 
Treaty, and gave the Government of this Jurifdiftion 
to Hou tfoug hoa. | 

The fame thing happened to fox fa, ane of the 
Sons of May itching, whom one of the Chiefs af the 
Tou fan had brought into the City HA pa auan. 

After feveral Engagements with Vox tchao, in 
which this Prince diftinguifh’d himfelf by a furpri- 
fing Valour, fometimes Conqueror, and fometimes 
Conquered, he furrepdred upon anady: us Treaty, 
which the Emperor confirm’d; and by ir all his Das 
mains were reunited to the Empire. 

The Family of the third Son of Sefolo flourifh’d a 


Ruch longer ime, [ct was not difpaffets’d of ity 
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Principality till the Mongoux, who took the Name of 
Yuen and Yuen tchao after the Conqueft of China. 

In the midft of thefe Troubles, which arife in the 
Twelfth Century, betwean the Emperors of Ching of 
the Dynajty of the Song, and the Kings of the Ea- 
ftern Yartars, Nut tche, who took the Name of Kix, 
the Family of You chen join’d in Confederacy with 
the Kings of Hia, and under this Protection made a 
fhift to govern its Dominions: But at laft it was in- 
volv’d in the common Ruin by the Vittories of the 
Founder of the Yxes, to whom our Eurspean Books 
give the Name Ging bis can, and the Chinefe, Tchin 
ki fe ban. ; | 

The Year 1227, according to the Chinefe Hiftory, 
Is the ZAra of the entire Ruin of the Zou fan; fince 
which. Time they have remained in their ancient 
Country, without a Name, without Power, and too 
_ happy to hve there in Peace. 

. So true it is, that the Divifion’of Government al- 
moft always overturns the moft flourifhing Monar- 
chies. ‘Fhe Zou fan were always refpected by their 
Neighbours, whilft they had Kings capable of well 
governing them, | 

Although the Form ef Government has been 
chanp’d amoneft the Tou fan, yet they have always 
heid to the fame rig oe The Idolatry of Fo was 
- the Religion of their Kings and Princes, as it is {till 
of the Chiefs of the Nation. The Bonzes Lamas, 
and fometimes the Bonzes Ho chans, had much Au- 
thority in their Courts; they even chofe them to be 
Minifters of State, and on fome Occafions to command 
the Armies. 

Superftition has inereas’d amongft the Zou fan 
fince their Decay. Under the Emperors 7% en, the 
Lamas became fo powerful, that the Families of the 


Yartars accounted it an Honour to have fome of their 


Kindred amongft thefe Bonzes. It is likely this in- 
troduc’é amoneft the Fou fan, then fubject to the 
E 4. 
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Yuen, the Cuftom of giving to one Lama of the Fa- 
mily the Power of Governing and Punifhing. 

This was chiefly the Caufe of their extreme Ad- 
herence to Fe, They are not inclin’d to Liberality, 
unlefs it is for the Honour of this Idol, whom .they 
enrich with their Offerings; for they have Gold in 


fome of their Rivers, which they know how to work, . 


efpecially to make of it Weffels and little Statues. 

The Ufe of Gold is very ancient amongft them, 
fince the Chinefe Books mention, that under an Em- 
peror of the Dynajty of Kan, an Officer having been 
fent to the You fan, to complain of the Ravage com- 


mitted by fome of their Chiefs united in an armed 


Body, they endeavoured to pacify him by offering - 


him a Set of Plates of this Metal. This Officer 
refus’d it, telling the Zou fan, That Rice in Dithes of 
Gold did not relifh with him. : 

Their Country is very hilly: It is-between the Ri- 


vers Hoang bo on the North, Ya long on the Weft, 


and Yang tfe kiang on the Eaft: Neverthelefs be- 
tween thefe Mountains there.are fome fine Plains, 
which are like thofe of Se tchuen and Yun nan. They 
are principally on the Banks of the great and fine Ri- 
ver Ya long. But there is hereabouts neither City or 
Fortrefs; though there muft be fome Remains of 
Cities, fince it 1s certain that there have been fome 
formerly. The Source of Ya long is between 34 and 
35 Degrees of Latitude, and in 19 Degrees of Longi- 
tude ;. it is broad, and deep. 

The Springs of the great River Yang ife kiang, 
which runs through all China, are in the Country of 
the Zou fan. The moft celebrated, which the moft 


_ancient Books of China mention, is cal]’d by the C#i- 


nefe, He choui, under the 33d Degree of Latitude, 


and the 15th of Longitude: But by the Zou fan it is: 


nam’d T¢bounac, and comes from a Ridge of Moun- 
tains which they call. Zcbourcoula. I have thought 


fit to take notice of this in particular, becaufe the 
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Chinefe Books of Geography fpeak very falfly con- 
cerning the great River Yang t/e kiang. Thefe Wri- 
ters have taken their Accounts from the common Peo- 


ple, and in a Time when there was.no Correfpondence 
with Thibet, nor with the Tou fan. | : 





Of the Tar TaRs of Coconor. 


B EYOND Sining, without the Gates of the 

Great Wall, are the Territories of the Tartars of 
Coconor. ‘They are properly Eluth by Nation ; but 
fince the Extinction of the Royal Family, nam’d 
Yuen tchao. They dwell to the Weft of China, a- 


Jong the Province Se tchuen, between this Province 


and Ybibet; and took their Name from a great 


Lake, which the Chinefe call Si bai, that is, the. 


Weftern Sea, and which they call in their own Lan- 
e, Coconel, or Coconor. | 
The Country is pretty large: It is more than Se- 
ven Degrees from North to South, and is feparated 
from China by fuch high and fteep Mountains, that 
they ferve almoft every where inftead of a Wall. Ne- 
verthelefs there are fome fmall Flats towards the 
Straits of the Mountains, efpecially in the Places 
which are frequented by the Coconor, and by other 
Strangers ; as, for Inftance, Z/ong fang ouei, in which 
there are kept fome Battalions under the Conduct of 
a Zfong ping, who has other Troops in different Pofts, 
— he difpofes of according as there is Occa- 
on. 
The principal Commodity of jong fang ouei, 1s 
a fort of Stuff made of Wool, call’d Pou lou, 
not unlike our Frize, but much narrower. It is 
the Work of the Zartars of Coconer, and of the 
Sifan, who have the Art of Dying it, and who fell 
. it 
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it of all forts of Colours. in the Country they often 
make long Dreffes of this Scuff, and at Peking they 
ufe it to cover Saddles. 7 

The Country of thefe Yartars which borders the 
Province of Se tcbuer, is not contigyous to the King- 
dom of Pegou and Ava, which the Chinefe call 


Mien and Ya oua, although it is to the South of it, 


becaufe between them there are dreadful and in- 
acceffible Mountains, inhabited by Nations fcarcely « ‘ 
known, and who, by the Report of the Cbine/e of 
Yun nan, who are their Neighbours, are very favage, 
without any Government or Laws. 

"That which is moft Northern, and which borders 
upon the Tartars of ‘Coconor, is cal?d Now y; and the 
moft Southern, beyond the Kingdom of wa, in 25 
Degrees, 33 Minutes, is eall’d Zi fe, upon the Li- 
mits of Yun tchang fon. 

The Entrances of thefe Mountains, which make a 
good Part of the Weftern Limits, have no other 
Fortifications than thofe of Se tebuen: Bat confide. 
ing the Country, they are fufficient for .the Security 
of the State, and the Commerce which they earry on 
with 4va by fen ye tcheou, 2 tolerable City, on which 
ae the Guards of the neareft and moft frequented 

trait. | | 

There is lefs Neceffity for fortifying the Spaces be- 


tween the Mountains, on the South of ¥an nan and 


of China, along the Confines of the Kingdoms of 
Eaos and fon king: For befides that the Air of this 
Country ts very deftruétive to Strangers, it happens 
that the Part of the Year all the Country 
hereabouts 1s uncultivated, wild, full of Rivers and 
very dangerous Torrents; this 1s the Caufe that the 
Chinefe traffick fo litle, ether with the Kingdon of 
Laos, which they call Lao chow, or Lao fe, or with 
Fong king. : 
Neverthelefs P. Regis met at Yan nan fou fome 
who had been to traffick upon the Borders aii 
: ung 
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Kingdoms, from whofe Memoirs and Journal he in- 
form’d himéelf of fome things. concerning the Soy- 
thern Parts of Yun nan, proportioning.their Days 
ayrneys ta certain Diftances, meafur’d between che 
aces thro’ which they had pafs’d in making the 

Map of the neighhouring Cities, 

he (Cbigee Nation. has extended its Power to 
thefe Tragts of inacceffible Mountains, which in fo. 
great a are not broke but by great Rivers, 
and (eam to have heen made to ferve as natural Bounds 
toalange Kingdom, 

_ Fhe Complaints and Efforts of fome fmall Na- 
tions were jittle regarded, who remain’d fhut up in 
this Enclofure; as we have obferv’d of the Si fan, 
who have been enclas’d by the great Wall of Si xing 
ang Kig yu hoan, Neverthelefs the Chinefe have nat 
bebay'd equally towards thefe different Nations, which 
we are gaing fa defcribe. 


Of the Nation of the Laros. 


T HE Nation of the ZLeles rul’d in Yau nan, and . 
was govern'd by different Sovereigns ; the Ching/e, 
er having erected here fome Forts and Cities in the 
ittle Plajns which were uncultivated, and having 
fought fome Raftels, chafe to engage thefe People to 
them, by giving to their Lords for ever the Seals and 
al] the Honayrs ef the Chiug/e Mandarins, with the 
Titles of chi fou af Ichi tcheou, &c. on ‘condition, 
neverthelefs, that they fhould acknowledge the Em- 
peror, and be fubject ta the Governor of the Pro- 
vince in common Affairs, after the fame manner as 
the Mandarins of CAiwva of the fame Rank; that 
moreover they fhould receive from the Emperor the 
Jnveftiture of their Lands; and that thof who had 
now 

8 
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not receiv’d his Confent, fhould have no Power to 
exercife any Authority ; the Emperor promifing on 
his Part to inveft the higheft Heir. 

The Zolos are as well made as the Chinefe, and . 
more inur’d to Hardfhip. : 
Their Language is different from the Chinefe: 
They have a fort of Writing which feems to be the 
fame as that of the Bonzes of Pegou and Ava. Thefe 
People ingratiate themfelves with the richeft and moft 
powerful of the Lolos, who inhabit in the Weftern 
Part of Yun nan, and have here built great Temples 
of .a very different Structure from the Chinefe. The 
Ceremonies, the Prayers, and all the facred Worfhip 

is the fame as at Pegou. 

The Lords of Lolos are the unlimited Mafters of 
their Subjects, and have Power to punifh them even 
with Death, without waiting for the Sentence of the 
Viceroy, or even of the Court: They.are likewife 
ferv’d with an incredible Ardour and Zeal. 

Every one looks upon it as a high Preferment to 


“be admitted into the Service of the Palace. -' This 


Word is more fuitable to thefe Edifices, than to fa 
many Chinefe Tribunals which they call by this 
Name, in fome Accounts, although for the moft 
Part they are poorly repair’d, and fcarcely inhabita- 
ble. The ZLolos, who look upon the Hall where 
they give Audience, and all other Apartments, as 
their Property, take care to keep them in Repair, 
and beautify them. — Befides the Officers of - the 
Houfhold, and others which ferve by the Quarter, 
they have Captains who command the Militia of the 
Country. Part of this Militia confifts in Horfe, the 
other is made up of Foot, which are arm’d with Ar- 
rows, Spears, and often with Muskets, 

Although the Horfes of Yun nan, as well as store 
of Se schuen, are the fmalleft of China, they are very 
much valued ; for befides that they are of a fine Co- 


lour, and well: -proportion’d, they are ftrongs lively, 
and tractable. - The 
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The Mountains within their Bounds muft afford 
Mines of Iron and Copper, for they make their own 
Arms... The Chinefe fometimes carry Arms to them, 
and there are fome who infinuate themfelves into the 
HHoufes of the Lords, and enrich themfelves at the 
Coft of their Subjects. a 

The Country abounds in all Sorts of Commoditiess 
and is enrich’d with Mines of Gold and Silver. The 
Drefs of the Pople -Lo/o is a Pair of Drawers, a 
Linen Veft which comes no lower than the Knees, 
and a Straw Hat. They go with their Legs naked, 
and wear nothing but Sandals. | 

The Lords wear a Zarter Habit of Satin or:Da- 
mask ; the Ladies, over a long Gown which reaches 
to their Feet, wear a little Cloke which comes ne 
Jower than the Waift. It is in this Habit that they 
ride, even in the Marriage Ceremonies, or in the 
Vifits which they pay, accompanied with their Wait- 
ing-Women on Horfeback, and their Domefticks on > 
Foot. | . 


Of the Natton of the Miao ssEE. 


TL HE Miao ffee are fcattered in the Provinces of - 
| «Se tchuen, Koei tcheou, Hou quang, and Quang fi, 
and upon the Frontiers of the Province of Quang.tong. 
Under this general Name divers People are com- 
pris’d ; the greateft Part only differing from one ano- 
ther in certain Cuftoms, and by fome fmall Variety 
in the Language. Such are the Miao jfee of Se tchuen, 
of the Weft of Hou quang, and of the North of Koei 
tcbeou. ‘They are more cruel and favage than the 
Lolos, and greater Enemies of the Chine/e. : 

To fubdue them, or at leaft to keep them under, . 
they have built large Forts in fome wretched Places 
with an incredible Charge; but by it they have fuc- 
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ceeded in hindering their Communication with one 
another. So the moft powerful of thé Mido fice ate 
block’d up with Forts and Towns, which ate vety e&- 
penfive to the State, but which préferve thé Peace. 

Thofe which we aré now fpeaking of; are as un= 
limited Mafters of their People ax the Lo los, But - 
they have not, like them, received the Dignity of 
Teli fou of Teli tcheou, Ec. Fhey afe accounted fub= 
dued if they remain quiet: Hf they do any As of 
Hoftility, either to revenge themfelves of the Chine/e, 
who are often very troublefome Neithbour$, or to 
give Proofs of their Valour, uport which they much 
value themfelves, believing’ they aré better’ Hoffemen 
than any other Nation, the Chive are dontent with 
driving, them back inté their Mountaing, without ats 
tempting to force them thence. ‘Fhe Vieeroy of rhe 
Province in vairt cites them to appear even by Proxy, 
for they do juft as they pleafe. One of thefé Miao fee 
Lords having. beet invited to cortie to a Metting, 
where he was expected by*the Viceroys of Yur nan 
and Keei tcheou fe tchuen, and two Grandees of ce 
fent by the Court to examine the Complaints whic 
one of the Governors had made of his Conduét, re- 
folutely refus’d to go thithet ; upon which the Gran- 
dees of the Court thought fit to diffemble, and treat 
with him by way of Negociation. 

_ ‘Fhefe Lords have not only their Officers like the 
Lo fos, bat have under thern Lords of a lower Rank, 
who, although Mafters of their Vaffals, are feuda- 
tory, and obliged to bring their Troops when they 
are order’d. ‘Fhefe Lords Honufes are as godd as 
the beft of the Chinefe, their ufal Arms are the 


- Bow and the Half Pike. The Saddles are well made; 


and different from the Chine/e, beings narrower, higher, 

and having Stirrups of painted Wood. 
Their Horfes are very mich valued, either on 
account of therr Swiftnefs, with which they climb 
up the higheft Mountains, and come down on 2 Si 
Op, 
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lop, or for their Agility in jumping over the widett 
Ditches. ‘There are fome fold in thefe Parts, but 


at an extravagant Price. . 
The Chief Mandarins fometimes have them as Pre- 


fents from their under Officers, who buy them at a 
great Price, to get.the Favour of their Protectors; 


or even of the Lords of Afiao ffec, when they have a ~ 


good underftandmng with them. ‘The Chine/e relate 
furprifing things corfcerning them, which feem very 
fabulous. | | 

What they relate, which 1s not altogether incredi- 
ble, is, that when they are about to choofe the Officers 
of the Froops, they oblige the Candidates to make 
the Horfes which. they ride upon, jump over a Ditch of 
a certain Breadth, wherein there 1s lighted a brighe 
Fire, and to order the Soldiers to ride full: fpeed down 
the higheft Mountains. They relate many other things 
ike thefe, in which they run great Rifques, if it is 
poffible for a few Heroes of this Nation to perform 
fuch Wonders, . 

The Miao fee, which are in the midft, and on the 
South of the Province of Koes tcheow, differ from thefe 
only in refpect of Liberty ; for without mimding the 
diferent Names which the Chinefe of the Country give 
them, which are the Names of Colonies, come from 
other Places, or fent by the Emperors and Conquer- 
ors of this Province, one may divide them into Miao 
fee Unconquer’d, and Miao fee Conquer’d. 

Thefe are ftill of rwo Sorts ; fome obey the Chine/e 
Magiftrates, and make a Part of the Chinefe People, 
from whom they are diftinguifh’d by nothing but a 
Sort of Head Drefs, which they wear inftead of the 
common Cap which the Chine/e ute. 

The others have hereditary’ Mandarins, who were 
originally little Officers, that ferv’d in the Chinefe 
Army of Flong veu, in the beginning of the laft Royal 
Family, and who by way of Recompence a ue 

ers, 
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Mafters, fome of fix, others of ten, or even a greatet 
Number of Villages of the Conquer’d Miao fee. 
Thefe new Mafters were fupported by Garrifons 
plac’d in different Pofts, which were the beft of the 
Country, wherein are the Cities which are feen to this 
Day. The Miao fee accuftom’d themfelves by de- 
grees to the Yoke, and now they look upon their 
Mandarins as if they were of their own Nation, and — 
they have receiv’d almoft all their Cuftoms. 
Neverthelefs they have not forgot their Country. 
They talk of what Province and City they belong 
to, and how many Generations they compute in: the 
Province of Koei tcheou.. ‘The greateft Part compute 
fourteen, fome fixteen, which agrees with the Atra 
of Hong vou. : 
Although their Jurifdiction is fmall, they do not 
want for Riches: Their Houfes are large, commo- 
dious, and kept in good Repair ; they hear at the 
firft Demand the Caufes of their Subjects ; they have 
a Right to punifh them, but not to put them to 
Death. From their Courts they appeal immediately 
to the Tribunal of the Ichi fou, and they have only 
the Prerogatives of Ichi bien. ) 
They wrap up their Heads with a Piece of Linen, 


and wear nothing but a fort of Doublet and Breeches : 


But their Mandarins and their domeftick Servants are 
clothed after the fame Manner as the Mandarins and 
Chinefe of the Country; efpecially when they go to 
the City, to vifit the Zchi fou or any other Man- 
darin. 
_ It is by, thefe Mandarins of Miao fee that the Mif- 
fionaries who made the Maps of thefe Provinces, have 
had fome Intelligence of the Unconquer’d Miao fee, 
who are in the Province of Koei tcheou towards Li 
ping fou, and who take up more than forty of our 
Leagues. For although they coafted along the North 
and Weft of their Country, in making the Map of 
the 
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the Chinefe Cities, and of the Pofts taken up by the 
Soldiers, who are round about almoft within Sight 
of their Borders, they never faw oné of the Unfub- 


dued Miao ffee. 


They told them that thefe Unconquer’d Méiao fee 


have Houfes built of Brick of one Story high, and 
like thofe of the Conquer’d Miao /fee. In the Ground 
Room they put the Cattle, Oxen, Cows, Sheep, Hogs, 
for in thefe Parts one hardly fees any other Animals, 
not even Horfes ; this makes their Houfes dirty and 
ftinking, in fo much that thofe who are not ufed ‘to 
it, can fcarcely lie in the Upper Room.. And indeed 
the Tartars choofe rather to lie in the poor Lodgings 
of the Soldiers, than in thefe Houfes, which in’ other 
refpects appear pretty well built, ee as 

Thefe Miao jee are divided into Villages, and live 
in great Unity together, although they are govern’d 
by none but by the Seniors of every Village. They 
cultivate the Earth, make Linen, and forts of Car- 
pets, which ferve them for Coverlets in the Night. 
This Linen is not good, and is like bad Muflins , 
but the Carpets are well woven. Some are of Silk, 
of different Colours, red, yellow, and green ; o- 
thers of raw Thread, made of a fort of Hemp, which 
they dye after the fame Manner. Their Drefs is on- 
ly a Pair of Drawers, and a fort of great Coat which 
they fold over their Stomach. The Chinefe’ Mer- 
chants find means, by the Procurement, very likely, 
of the Mandarins of the Conquer’d Miao ffee, to trade 
with the Savage Miao fee, and to buy the Wood of 
their Forefts which they cut down, and throw in- 
to a River which runs through the middle of their 
Country. The Chinefe who are of the other Side, a 
little lower, receive it, and make it into great Floats. 
The Price of the Merchandife is left in the Hands of 
him whom they agree upon ; this Price confifts com- 
monly of a certain Number of Cows, Oxen, and Buf- 
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faloes. Of the Skins of thefe Animals the Miao fee 
make Cuiraffles, which they cover with little Plates 
of Iron, or beaten Copper, which makes them very 
ponderous, but very ftrong, and of great Ufe to 
thefe Nations. | | | 

Amongift the Conquer’d Miao fee, there are fome 
who have Chiefs of their own Nation; but thefe 
Chiefs have not the Civil Power. Moreover they 
differ from the Chinefe, becaufe they always make 
their Abode in the Villages, and never come to the 
City but on fome extraordinary Occafion. 

Thofe which the Chinefe call Mou lao, which figni- 
fies, Rats of the Wood, and who are fituated but three 
or four Leagues from the Pofts of Yun nan, by the 
Province of Koei tcheou, are better cloath’d than any 
other Miao fee of the Province. The Shape of their 
Garment is like a Bag, wide at the Bottom, and cut 
in two Pieces below the Elbow. Underneath there is 
a fort of Veft of another Colour; the Seams are co- 
vered with the {malleft Shells they find in the Seas of 
Yun nan, or in the Lakes of the Country. The Cap 
and the reft of their Drefs are much the fame. The 
Stuff is made of large Threads, twifted from a fort 
of Hemp and Herbs, which is to us unknown. It is 
 gesemgpd that which they make ufe of in the Carpets 


fore mention’d, which is fometimes woven all 


| — and of one Colour, and fometimes in little 


Squares of different Colours, 

-Amongft the Inftruments of Mufick which they 

lay on, there is one compos’d of many {mall Pipes 
inferted into a greater, which has a Hole, or a aes 
of Reed, whofe Sound is fweeter and more agreeable 
than the Chinefe Chin, which they look upon as a 
little Hand-Organ. They know how to keep Time 
in Dancing, and exprefs in it, very well, the gay and 
the grave Airs, and fometimes they play upona fort 


of Guitar ; at other times they beat upon an Inftru- 


ment 
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ment compofed of two little Drums, fet one againft 
another; afterwards they turn it upfidé down, as if 
they were about to throw it down and dafh it in 
Pieces. . . 

Thefe People have not amongft thern any Bonzes 
who adhere to the Religion of Fo. Being thus fred 
from this unhappy Engagement; which is a great 
Obftacle to the Chinefe and Lolos; they might more 
readily embrace the true Religion ; if they have not 
amongft them (which We are ignorant Of ) fome worfe 
Seducers, fuch as fome Tartar Jugglers are. _ | 

In that Part of Hou quang which is neareft the Pio- 
vince of Qyang tong, and that of Quang fi which is 
dependant on Yung. tcheou fou, are Maiae ffee lefs ci- 
viliz’d, although they are thought to acknowledge 
the Jurifdiction of the Neighbouring Mandarins, and 
pay the Tribute, which they carry fuch as they pleafe, 
and when they pleafe; for in fome Places they do 
not permit any Officer of the Chine/e Tribunal to en- 
ter upon their Borders, and if he does, he runs the 
Risk of his Life. “They go with their Feet nakedy 
and by continual running upon their Mountains, they 
have fo inur’d themfelves, that they clamber up the 
fteepeft Rocks, and walk upon the moft ftony Grounds, 
with an incredible Swiftnefs, and without receiving 
the leaft Inconvenience. . . 

The Head-Drefs of the Women is fomething, odd 
and fantaftical. They put upon their Heads a light 
Board, more than a Foot long, and five or fix Inches 
broad, which they cover with their Hair, faftening 
it with Wax, fo that they feemto havea Hair Hat. 
They cannot lean, nor lie down, but by leaning up- 
on chet Necks; and they are oblig’d to turn their 
Heads continually to the Right and the Left along 
the Roads, which in. this Country are full of 
Woods and Thickets. The greateft Difficulty is 
when they would comb themfelves; they muft fit 
whole Hours by the Fire, to melt the Wax. After 

F 2 having 
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After having clean’d their Hair, which they dothree 
or four times a Year, they begin again to drefs their 
Heads in the fame Manner. - 

The Miao ffee think that this Head-Drefs 1s very 


agreeable, and that it efpecially becomes the Young 
. Women. The Old Women don’t take fo much Pains, 
“but content themfelves with gathering their Hair 


upon the Top of the Head with knotted Twitts. 
~Thefe Miao ffee are likewife call’d by the Chinefe 
‘Li gin,and Yao fee ; they have many other Names, or 
rather many Nick-Names, for all thefe Names (which 
may have been remark’d already) and others fuch like, 


_are fo many Names of Contempt and Raillery, which 


the Chinefe are not {paring of. ‘Thofe which they call 

Pa tcha i, wpon the Frontiers of Quan tong, and the 
Lou tchai upon thofe of Quang fi, are more feared 
than fcorn’d by the Chinefe their Neighbours, whe- 
ther of Hou quang or Quan tong. The firft are called 
fo, becaufe their principal Towns are in Number 
eight ; and the laft, becaufe they have fix, which 
"ferve them as Refuges. 

The Chinefe have built fortified Towns on the 
North, Eaft, and Weft of thefe Countries; which 
feem to have been built for no other purpofe than 
to hinder the Incurfions of thefe little Nations, for 
their Situation is very inconvenient. If one adds to 
thefe Towns all the Forts which have been ereéted a- 
bout their Territories, there are above twenty. 

Some of thefe Forts are neglected under the prefent 
Family ; yet there are more than half which they 
ftill keep in Repair, and which are pretty well Gar- 
rifoned. Thefe Miao ffee were wont to fall upon the 
Chinefe, but they have at laft obtain’d that they fhould 
‘put one of their People in the Hands of the Neigh- 
bouring Mandarin, who fhould be a Hoftage for 
their good Behaviour. Moreover they have engag’d 
themfelves to live peaceably with the Chine/fe, either 
becaufe they have a Defign to come and traffick in 

| | their 
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their Cities, or becaufe they don’t like to come out of 
their Mountains, 

The Miao ffee of the Province of Quang fi are up- 
on another Footing: They exercife upon their Sub- 
jects the Jurifdiction of Ichi fou of Ichi bien, &c. by 
a Prerogative which has been hereditary to them for 


many Centuries. They are originally Chinefe; their 


Anceftors follow’d the two Conquerors of thefe Coun- 
tries and Jon king, whofe Names were Fou pao and 
Ma yuen. The firft was the Generaliffimo of the Ar- 


mies fent by the Emperor Quang vou ti againft the 


Rebels of the South, and the Yong kinois, who taking 
Advantage of the Troubles of‘the Empire, had taken 
by Force the Places which they found convenient for 
them. 7 : 


Ma yuen the General march’d againft them, and 


drove them back within their ancient Borders,-and fo 
frighten’d them, that his Name, after fix Centuries, is 
full fear’d amongft them. He caus’d a Pillar of Brafs 


to be rais’d upon the Mountain, which ferves for a 


Boundary, with thefe Chinefe Words: Tong tchou Tchi 


iche Kio tchi tchi mie, which fignify, that they fhould | 
deftroy the Yong kincis, if they pafs’d that Brazen 


Pillar. 

The Zong kinois full look upon this Infcription, one 
of the oldeft of all China, as a Prophecy, which de- 
notes the Duration of their Monarchy, and which 
fhall continue till that Brazen Column fhall be entire- 
ly confum’d by Time ; therefore they take great Care 
to fhelter it from the Injuries of the Weather, and 
furround it with great Stones, to render it more fteady. 


They believe that in preferving this, they fix the De- 


ftiny of their Kingdom, 

Ma yuen permitted his Officers and valiant Soldiers 
towards the Frontiers to fecure a Poffeffion, and he 
made them Mafters of every Thing which he diftri- 
buted to them. ‘So thefe Mandarins of the Miao /fee 
hold, from the Beginning, their Authority from the 

| F3 Emperor, 
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Emperor, to whom they are Tributary, They have 
theiy Soldiers, their Officers, and do not want for 
Fire-Arms, which they either make thémfelves in, their 
Mountains, or buy privately of the Chine/e. 

That which is very troublefome for thefe People, is, 
that shey are at War continually with, and deftroy- 
jng one another: Revenge never dies amongft them, 
but defcends to their Pofterity ; the Great Grand Child 
fhall endeavour the Revenge of his Great Grandfa- 
ther’s Death, if he believes it is not fufficiently re- 
yeng’d before. The Chinefe Mandarins do not care to 
fun any Hazard, to eftablifh Peace amongft thefe Peo- 

le; they willingly wink at that which they cannot 
hinder, without risking the Lives of the Chine 
Soldiers. : . 

_ The Language of the Miao ffee of Se tchuen, of the 
Weft of Hou quang,. of the North of Koei tcheou, is 
the fame; there js only forme Difference in the Pronun- 
ciations, and fome particular Words: But that of the 
Miao fee, towards Li ping fou, is accounted mixt with 
the Chinefe and the true Miao ffee, for the People of 
both Nations underftand one another very well. ‘They 
fay that there are fome Countries between Quang fi, . 
Hou quang, and Koei tcbeou, of which thofe that are 
to the North the Miao ffee do not underftand ; this 
is what the Conquer’d Miao ffee affirm, 

The Chinefe give all thefe Miao ffee a very bad Cha- 
racter ; they fay, thefe People are wavering, treache- 
rous, favage, and particularly very great Thieves, 
This did not appear true to P. Regis, and the Mif- 
fionaries that accompanied him in making the Map 
of thefe Provinces ; on the contrary they found them 
very fajthful in returning the Clothes with which they 
were trufted, very attentive to, and diligent in obey- 
ing their Orders, laborious, and ready to fo any thing. 
But perhaps the Miao ffee have Reafon to be diffatis- 
fied with the Chincfe, who have taken from them all 
their beft Lands, and who continue to feize on what- 

| ever 
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ever they find is for their Conveniency, if not pre- 
vented by the Fear of thofe they endeavour to 
plunder. However, it is certain that the Ch- 
nefe neither love nor value the Miao f[ee and the 
Loles, and that thefe People have ftill lefs Affeétion 


for the Chinefe, whom they look upon as hard and. 


troublefome Mafters, who keep them fhut up by their 
Garrifons, and as it were wedg’d in by a long Wall, 


which deprives them of all Communication with other. 


Countries,. from which they might get Affiftance. 

If one fees in the Koei tcheou, and in the other Ter- 
ritories, which formerly belong’d to them, or which 
they at prefent poffefs, any Towers, Cities, or Bridges, 
they. were all built by the Chine. The Iron Bridge, 
as it 1s call’d, which 1s in Koei tcheou, upon the great 
Road to Yun nan, is the Work of a Chinefe General, 
whofe Name is cut in a large Piece of Marble on one 
Side of the Pan ho: This is a Torrent, which is not 
wide, but very deep. On each Bank there is a great 
Door built between two Stone Piers, which are fix or 
feven Feet broad, and feventeen or eighteen high. From 
each Pier, on the Eaft Side, hang four Chains by great 
Rings, which are faften’d to the Piers on the other 
Side, and kept together by little Chains, which make 
it look like Network with great Mefhes. ‘There are 
laid upon this fome great Planks faften’d to each 
| other, but as they do not come quite home to the 
Piers, becaufe the Chains belly out, efpecially. when 
they are loaded, therefore there are faften’d Confoles or 
Brackets on the fame Level with the Door, which 
fupport a Floor that reaches to the Planks upon the 
Chains : On the Sides of the Planks there are placed 
Jitdle Pilafters of Wood. that fupport a Roof of the 
fame Matter continued from one Side to the other, 
the Ends refting upon the Piers. 

The Chinefe have tade fome other Bridges in imi- 
tation of This, which is famous thro’ the whole Em- 
pire ; there is one efpecially, that 1s pretty well known, 

: F 4 : 
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upon the River Kin cha kiang, in the ancient Country — 
of the Lo los of the Province of Yun nan; and in 
the Province of Se tchuen there are two or three more, 
which are only fupported by great Ropes; but thefe, 
tho’ fmal], are tottering and unfafe, and nothing but 
Neceffity could make one venture to crofs them. 

They have fucceeded better 1n fome Parts, both 
in the Province of Se tchuen, at the Foot of the Moun- 
tains poffefs’d by the Miao fee, and in the Province 
of Chen fi, and in the Diftrict of Han tchong fou: 
They have, by the Affiftance of ‘Confoles, taften’d 
Pieces of Timber into the Rocks, upon which they 
have: laid thick Planks, and fo have made Bridges 
over Vallies, which ferve for Roads, and fometimes 
are of a confiderable Length. 

All thefe Works were done by the Ancient Chinefe, 
who ' were fettled in thefe Provinces; . which plainly 
fhews the Superiority of. Genius of thefe People, not 
Gnly over the Miao fee; and the Lo los, but even over 
- cl neighbouring Nations, whether of Weft or 

uth, - | a 





fin Account of the ‘fourney of the Peres Boures, 
Fontenay, Gerbillon, Le Comte, and Vefdelou, 
From the Port of Ning Po to Peking; wth 
avery exact and particular Defcription of all 
the Places through which they paft, in the Pro- 
vinces of Tche Kiang, Kiang nan, Chan tong, 
and Petcheli, 


ON November the 26th, 1687, we fet Sail from 
Ning Po, on our Journey to Peking, to which 
Place we were order’d'to repair by the Emperor; 
we embarked in the Evening with a Mandarin, who 
/Was appointed to attend us by the Governor. 
Se a a | The 
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The 27th, in the Morning, we pafled by Yu yaa bien: 
Within the Bounds of this City is a. pretty high 
_ Mountain, on which there is not a Houfe to be feen 
but towards the Foot of it.. A little River feparates 
the City from a Palace, which was built by Li Co Jao, 
to perpetuate the Memory of the Father of the Em- 
peror Van lie. , a | 

He encompafs’d a large Space of Ground with 
Walls, which afterwards was peopled, and is become 
a Part of the City. There is a Communication from 
one Part to the other, by a Bridge of three Arches, 
pretty well built; near which appear feven or eight 
Triumphal Arches, which are placed fo near each 
other that they feem contiguous. 

The fame Day in the Evening we pafs’d two Dikes, 
and foon after we came to a Place where they hoift up the 
Barks, in order to convey them into a Canal, which 
is nine or ten Foot higher than the Level of the Ri- 


ver. They hoift up the Bark by means of a Slope | 


or Declivity paved with large Stones, and when they 
have got it to the Top, they let it flide down another 
Into the Canal. There are People who wait to be 


hired for this Purpofe; they are not above a Quarter | 


of an Hour about it, having the Help of two Cap- 
{tans. | 

That Part of the Country which we faw confifts 
of large well cultivated Plains, bounded with’ barren- 
Rocks, and frightful Mountains, fome of which are 
cover’d with Pine and Cyprefs-Trees. Thefe are the 
moft common Trees, which we beheld, from Ning Po 
to Hang tcheou. ' 

The Tallow-Tree is almoft as common, efpecially 
towards Ning Po, where one hardly fees any other 
Sort. They were then without Lgaves, and the 
Husks were fallen from the Fruit, which looking 
white, feem’d at a Diftance to be a Tree in full Bloom. 
On the 28th in the Morning we pafs’da kind of a 
Lake, or rather an Arm of the Sea, call’d Z/ao hou, 

and 
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and this was at our own Expence, for the Mandarin 
declar’>d his Commiffion extended no farther, and 
that he could not, now we were beyond the Diftrict 
of Ning po, oblige the Officers to furnifh us with 
Neceffaries. For this Reafon we were obliged to hire 
new Barks, and bear the Mandarin’s Expences as far 
as Hang tcheou. 

_ This Day we fail’d along a very fine Canal, of which 


_ P. Martini makes mention, but does not fay fo much 


of it as it deferves. -‘This Canal is near twenty Leagues 
in Length, it is lin’d on one Side with large flat 
Stones, five or fix Foot long, two in Breadth, and 
two or three Inches thick ; its Water is clear and 
fweet, the Breadth of it is generally about twenty or 
thirty Geometrical Paces, and fometimes forty or more ; 
fometimes it runs a League together in a ftrait Line, 
and fometimes twice as much. On each Side of the 
Grand Canal are other fmall ones, which run along 
the Plains as far as the Mountains. ‘Thefe again are 
fubdivided into fuch a great Number of others, that 
they feem to form a kind of Labyrinth, in a large 
extenfive Plain, as level as the Surface of Ice. 

It is in this agreeable Place that the City of Chao 
bing has its Situation: In the Streets are a great Num- 
ber of Canals, which gives Occafion for fuch a Plenty 
of Bridges. They are very high, and generally have 
but one Arch, which ts fo flightly built towards the 


| Top: that Carriages never pafs over them; which 
makes 


a greater Number of Porters neceffary. They 
pafs over théfe Bridges by a kind of Stairs, of eafy 
Afcent, and whofe Steps are not above three Inches in 
Thicknefs. There are other Sorts of Bridgés, made of 
Stones of eighteen Foot long, laid upon Piles in the 
manner of Plangs. There are many of thefe over the 
great Canal, very handfomely built. 

In the Neighbourhood of Chao bmg, and from 
thence as far as Hang tcheoun, we met with a conti- 
nual Succeffion of Houfes and Hamlets, which would 

| make 


Cuina, CHinese-TartTary, &e. 


make one imagine that it was one entire City. ‘The 
Houfes in the Country are generally better built, and 
kept in better Repair, than thofe of the common Sort 
jn many Citles, : 

On the 29th we pafs’d by Siao chan, a City of the 
third Rank ; it is fuppofed to be fo nam'd on account 
of a little Mountain that is in its Suburbs: this City 
is alfo water’d with feveral Canals ; its Gates, as well 
as thofe of Chao bing, ate cover’d with Plates of 
Jron. 


The 30th we went, in a Calafh, to within half a 


League of Cien tayg, which we pafs’d in lefs than an 
Hour and a half: This River is in Breadth, at this 
Place, about 4000 Geometrical Paces, and there is a 
very high Tide in it every Year, about the full Moon, 
ih Offober, When we were over, we were accommo- 


dated with very handfome Calafhes, which the Chri-_ 
ftians of Hang tcheou had taken Care to fend. They . 


accompanied us ih a triumphant Manner to the 
Church, where we found the Pere Intercetta, grown 
grey with the Labours of his Apoftolical Function, 
and who was not lefs venerable for his Virtue and 
Merit, than for his great Age. 

As we were going to Court we were obliged, on 
that Account, to make and receive feveral Vifits out 
of mere Formality, As we went to the Viceroy’s 
Palace we pafs’d along a very ftrait Street, about 
twenty five or thirty Foot in Breadth: The Middle 
Is paved with large flat Stones, the other Part after 
the European Manner, but without any Defcent ; every 
Houfe has one Story above the Ground Floor, under 
that is the Shop, hk is towards the Street ; on the 


Back-fide is the Canal, ‘There are Crouds of People _ 


as great as in the moft frequented Streets of Paris, 
but not one Woman to be feen among them: This 
Street is adorned with feveral Triumphal Arches, 
placed at proper Diftances, which make a beautiful 
Appearance, The reft of the Streets, efpecially me 
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the Soldiers and the Zartars live, are very different 


- from this ; the Houfes for the moft part are little bet- 


ter than Cottages, and not fo well Peopled as that 
beforementioned. . 

We vifited the Chriftians Burying-Place: All that 
Quarter, which is mountainous, ts ftrewn with Tombs 
for the Space of two Leagues. We went afterwards 
upon the Lake, called Si hou, where the Chriftians 
had prepar’d us a Dinner, in a large Bark, that had a 
Hall and feveral commodious Apartments. 

The Water of this: Lake is exceeding clear, and 


S 


more than a League and half in Circumterence. On 


the Banks, in feveral Places, we had the Profpeét of 
fome agreeable Houfes, but fuch as have nothing in 
them very extraordinary ; perhaps becaufe the Tar- 
tars, who have feveral times fack’d this City, have - 
demolifh’d the greateft Part of the Palaces. | 

The rgth of December we took Leave of the Man- 
darin, and after we had caufed our Trunks to be 
put on board the Barks, we went to Prayers in the 
Church where the Chriftians were affembled; they 
furnifh’d us with Calafhes as before, and conduéted us 
to the Bark which was defign’d for us. 

We pafs’d about 200 Paces eaftward, thro’ a ve- 
ry {trait Street, in the Suburbs ; but as we turn’d out 
of it, before we came to the End, I could not tell 
how much farther it might extend. This Street is 
narrower than that which I fpoke of before, the 
Houfes are of two Stories, but very fcanty ; the Streets 
were crouded with People like the other, but there 
was not one Woman among them all. 

The Bark we went on board of, though but a Third 
Rate, was very large, and extremely neat and com- 
modious; it was more than fixteen Foot in Breadth, 
about feventy in Length, and ten or twelve in Height ; 
We had a Hall, and four convenient Rooms, without 
reckoning the Kitchen, and the Place where our At- 
tendants retired upon the fame Deck. Every Room was 
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adorn’d‘with carved Work, painted and gilt ; the reft 
was beautifully varnifh’d, and the Cieling, confifting 
of divers Pannels, was painted after the Chinefe 
Manner. 

We have feen fome of thefe Barks of the Burden 
of 200 Ton, and much more commodious for the 

eception of entire Families, than moft of their 
Houfes. There were at leaft 400 Barks in the Ca- 
nal that we fail’d in. It lies North-Weft of the 
City, and runs above a League in a ftrait Line. The 
Breadth of: it 1s about thirty Yards: It. is lin’d on 
each Side with Free-Stone: On the Banks are Rows 
of Houfes, not more fpacious than thofe in the Streets, 
and as full of People. The Barks, which lie on each 
Side of the Canal, are alfo crowded much in-the fame 
manner. | | . ne 

We were ftop’d in our Bark till the 20th, becaufe 
we were obliged to wait the Coming of the Viceroy, 
who intended to vifit us, and bring: us our Pafport, 
which contain’d an Order for our being fupply’d with 
all Neceffaries, whether we travell’d by Land or Wa- 
ter, till-we fhould arrive at the Court. It was there- 
fore the 21{t, in the Morning, that-we parted from 
Hang tcheou. When we were out of the Suburbs, we 
found the Stones placed only on one Side of the Ca- 
nal, on which there was alfo a Path paved with Free- 
Stone, for the Convenience of thofe who draw the 
‘Barks along; and in the low and marfhy Places there 
is form’d a kind of a Caufway, with Stones of about 
eight Foot long, laid acrofs each other by threes. 
Thefe alfo ferve for Bridges over the fmall Canals 
which run into the great one. 

About four Leagues from Hang tcheou, we crofs’d 
a Village call’d Tan fi; it is built on both Sides of the 
Canal, on which are alfo two Keys, about four or 500 
Geometrical Paces in Length ; they are form’d of the 
fame Free-Stone which lines the Sides of the Canal: 
There are Stairs for the Conveniency of every Houfe, 
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which are much better built, and more uniform thari 
thofe in the City. In the midft of the Village is a 
fine Bridge, with feven large Arches: That in the 
middle is forty five Foot wide; the reft diminifh in 


proportion to the Defcent of the Bridge. There are 
two or three great Bridges of one Arch only, and 


feveral {maller Canals, with Houfes on each Side. 
About two Lys from the Village there is an Ifland in 


the Canal, in which is ere€ted a very handfome Pagod. 


The 22d, after having pafs’d feveral Bridges, we 
found that the Canal grew narrower. We thén arrived 


at a City, call’d Che men bien, ten Leagues from 


Hang tcheou. Hitherto our Paflage was generally 
North-Eaft, and the Country flat, full of Canals and 


Bridges: Houfes and Hamlets were alfo very nume- 


rous, as well as Mulberry-Trees, of a dwarf Kind, 
planted almoft every where in Plots like Orchards. 
The 23d we arriv’d at Kia bing fou: we faw in — 
our Paffage a handfome Pagod upon the Bank of the 
Canal, and another in the Eaftern Part of the Suburbs. 
2 he City is large, well peopled, and has a great 
rade. ‘ 
On the"24th, early in the Morning, we enter’d a 
very fine Canal, twenty five or thirty Paces wide, the 
Waters of which were exceeding clear. We crofs’d 
a great Village, or Country-Town, call’d, Ovan kian 
king, of large Extent :, One Part communicates with 
the other, by the means of a Bridge of three great 
Arches, very curioufly built: The Mid-Arch is forty 
five Foot wide, and twenty Foor high. 
About twenty: Lys from the Village that we quitted, 
we pafs’d near another, on our left, call'd, Hoan kig 


kien tchin: Xt is in the Province of Kiang nan. We 


took it at firft Sight for a City, it is fo very large: I 
As divided and furrounded with Canals, quite cover’d 
with Barks; the Fields are well cultivated, and full of 
-Hamlets. ‘The Multitude and Largenefs of thé Ca- 
nals, join’d to the Evennefs of the Plains, which 
| | | have 
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have not fo much as the leaft Eminence, make it pro- 
bable that the Country has been formerly quite under 
Water, and that the Chinefe, who are extremely la- 
borious, have drain’d it off, by making thefe Canals 
and Sluices, and by that means render’d it the moft 
fertile and pleafane Country in the World. 

Ten Lys farther we arriv’d at Pin vang, which 
fignifies an even Profpec?: It is a large Town, which 
we took at firft for a City, on account of the Multi. 
‘tude of Houfes and Inhabitants. Several Canals are 
cut through the Streets, on which are a great Num- 
ber of Barks, and alfo Bridges, very well built: Thefe 
Canals receive their Water from a great Lake on the 
Weft Side of the Town. . : 

Beyond this Town, the Canal is extended farther 
than one can fee, in 4 Right Line, with a Caufway 
of fine Free-Stone along the Edge of it. On the 
Eaft appears another Lake, and thefe two Lakes 
reach as far as Ou kiang. About a League on this 
Side, we obferv’d the Caufway was feven Foot high, 
cover’d on all Sides with ‘Free-Stone, which appear’d 
like a folid Bridge. At proper Diftances there were 
{mall Arches made through it, for the Water to pafs 
into the Fields, which were fown with Rice, and at 
this ‘Fime quite flooded. This Night ufhering in the 
Feftival of the Nativity, we faid Mafs in the Hall, 
which was as fteddy as if the Bark had ftood ftill. 


On Chriftmafs-Day we found our felves at the Fog¢ 


of the Walls of Sou tcheou, in a Canal near forty Foot 
broad: It lies North and South, in a Right Line, 
along the Side of a Wall, at leaft a League in Length. 
Our Bark was ftop’d over-againft a great Arch of a 
magnificent Bridge, under which is a Paflage into a 
great Canal, which runs towards the Welt. 

In the Field, not far from the Bank, we beheld a 
kind of fquare Pavillion, or Edifice, with a double 
Roof, cover’d: with Yellow Tiles, and encompafs’d 
with a Wall, with Holes through, towards the TOE: 
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and adorn’d with Variety of Figures: It is a Monu- 
ment which the Mandarins erected in Memory of the 
Honour done them by the Emperor Cang 41, when he 
vifited their City without that fplendid Equipage and 
Pomp which belong’d to his Dignity. There is en- 
grav'd, on a Stone of this Edifice, the Inftructions 
which were given by him to the Viceroy, for the 
Government of the People. , 

Early in the Morning we enter’d the City, through 
the Weft-Gate, and atter having paft about five or 
fix * Lys on different Canals, we arriv’d at our 
‘Church, where we found the Pere Simon Rodorigues, 


who prefided over a numerous and zealous Society of 


Chriftians. Near the Gate, through which we enter’d, 
we faw a Tower fix or feven Stories high; and in the 
Suburbs, about a League from the Walls, another of 
the fame Height. The Figure was a Polygon. 

This Day we receiv’d a Vifit from Hiu laoge, Grand- 
fon of Paul fiz, a moft zealous Advocate for the 
Chriftian Religion: He is a Hamlin, that is, a Doc-- 
tor of the higheft Rank. He was chofen by his Ma- 
jefty to be near his Perfon, for his Skill in Compof- 
ing and Printing. This renders him a very confider- 
able Perfon: His Billets of Invitation are wrote in 
the fame manner as thofe of.a Viceroy. This illu- 
ftrious Chriftian, notwithftanding our Oppofition, fell 
on his Knees to falute us, and beat his Forehead a- 
gaint the Earth, to fhew the Refpect that he bore to - 
the Preachers of the Gofpel. On the 26th we vifit- 
ed the Viceroy of the Province, who refides in this 
City, who receiv’d us with a great deal of Civility and 
Politenefs. | 

The 28th .we left Sou tcheou, paft along the 
great Canal about two Mifes Northward, and then 
turn’d into one more {mall, towards the Weft, ftill 
continuing in the Suburbs for a League together. 
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After I had beheld the Walls of Sou tcheou on one 
Side only, and had confider’d the Largenefs of the 
Suburbs, and thie Multitude of the Barks, I eafily per- 
fuaded my felf that the City might be, as they affert, 
more than four Leagues in Circuit, and that it con- 
tains feveral Millions of Souls. 


As foon as we left the Suburbs, the Canal grew 


confiderably larger, and was extended in a Right Line 
the Space of ten Leagues, as far as Vouffie bien, a City 


of the Third Rank. We went clofe by the Walls, — 


which are twenty four Foot high, but not very ftrong : 
There is a Foffe, or Canal, which encompaffed the 


City, the Space between which and the Walls is very 


neatly kept, andaffords very agreeable Walks; be- 
fides, the Canals croffing each other in feveral Places, 
form Variety of little Iands, which are famous for 
Tea that is fent from thence all over the Empire. 

From hence the Canal runs North Weft through 
Fields extremely well cultivated, and as level as a 
Bowling-Green. There appears a continual Succeffion 
of Hamlets and Villages, which yield a very agree- 
able Profpeét, there being nothing to intercept the 
Sight: But the moft delightful Scene of all is, when 
the Profpect is bounded by fome large City. 

On the 30th of December in’ the Evening we ar- 
riv’d at Zchan tcheou fou, a very famous City, and of 
great Commerce. We only paft a {mall Part of the 
Suburbs of about half a League: The Barks were fo 
numerous that they quite cover’d the Water.  Tohis 
Evening they furpriz’d two Thieves, who by Favour 
of the Night crept into our Bark ; one of them found 
means to make his Efcape, and we hinder’d the o- 
ther from being carried before the Mandarins; fo that 
when he was let go, he made the beft of his Way to 
a little Bark, where there were feveral of his Ac- 
complices, with whom he difappear’d in an Inftant: 


It is faid that thefe Thieves burn a fort of a Pattil, . 


the Fumes of which procure Sleep. 
VoL, I, . G | The 
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The 31ft in the Morning we left Ichan tcheou, 
and found that the Canal was much narrower, being 
but twelve Foot broad; the Banks were feventeen 
or eighteen Foot high, and perpendicular: About 
forty nine Lys farther, the Canal runs in a ftraight 
Line quite out of Sight; the Sides were lin’d to the 


Height of Ten or Twelve Foot, with fine Square 


Pieces of grey Marble of the Colour of Slate. 

About two Leagues on this Side Zan yang we 
were oblig’d to quit the Canal, and continue our 
Journey by Land: At this Place they were making 
the Canal of a greater Depth, that the Barks, which 
tranfport the Tribute to Court, might pafs with Safe- 
ty. Though the Paffage had been clofed but one 
Day, we found an infinite Number of Barks {ftopt, 
and thofe who belong'd to them, like us, purfuing 


‘their Journey by Land-Carriages. 


The Mandarin of Zan yang,who had Notice of our 
coming the Day before, fent us Calafhes, Horfes and 
Porters to conduct us to Iching kiang fou. Thofe 
who carry’d us and our Baggage travelled at the 
Rate of a good German League an Hour, fo that in 
two Hours Time we arriv’d at Tan yang; on this 
Side of which, near the Canal, we faw a Tower 
feven Stories high, and over two large Bridges of 


City are pav’d with Marble, and the Walls are of 
Brick twenty four foot high, and built on a Marble 
Foundation. : 

On. the North of this City lies a Lake five or fix 
Leagues in Circumference, on the Side of which we 


_travell’d about a League before we arriv’d at Malin ; 


it is a Town near two Leagues beyond Jaz yang. 


| We there pafs’d the Night ina Houfe that the Chri- 


{trans had prepar’d for us: Though this Town con- 
fifts of one Street only,: yet we were affur’d that it 
contains more than 200,000 Souls. It is pav’d with 
Marble, as all other Towns were, as far as Yching 


Marble with only one Arch: The Suburbs of this * 


kiang 
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kiang fou in feveral Places we faw Pieces of white 
Marble fix Foot in height, on which were feveral 
Figures in Reljevo, byt wretchedly done. 


The fecond of Fanuary we arrived at Tching kiang: 


We pafs’d about 1300 Geometrical Paces along the 
Suburbs,all paved with Marble ; the Pieces of Marble, 
wherewith the Middle of the Street is paved, are 
three Foot long, and two broad. After we had paf- 
fed above a League by the Side of the Walls, which 
are thirty Foot high, and in good repair, we turned 


over a Marble Bridge into another Part of the Suburbs, | 


where we met with fuch a Concourfe of People, that 
a Paffage could not be open’d for us without fome 
Difficulty. 

The City of Zcbing Kiang is none of the largeft, for it 
isonly a League in Circumference ; but it is very con- 
derable for Commerce, and being fo near the Sea, 
may be xeckon’d the Key of the Empire. Its Di- 
{tance from the Sea does not exceed two Days Jour- 
ney: It is alfo a fortified Place, there being a large 
Garrifon, and eighteen Pieces of Cannon which com- 
mand the Port. 

We had not gone the Length of a Street in this 
Quarter, but we perceiv’d a little Mountain, the 
Top of which affords one of the moft agreeable Pro- 
{pects in the World. On one Side appears the City 
of Tching kiang, on the other the large River Yang 
ife kiang, which the Céine/e call the Son of the Sea, or 
Ta kiang, the Great River, ar, more fimply, Kiang, The 
River ; and indeed it is fo very large, that one 
would take it to be an Arm of the Sea. On the op- 
pofite Banks we beheld Kowa tcheou, which, though 
not a,City, has all the Privileges of one, and is a 
Place of great Trade: At the. Foot of this Hill is 


the Port, where there is always,a prodigious Con- 


courfe of People, who make no imall Buftle and 
Noie. . 
G2° Twas 
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*Twas here we crofs’d the River, which at this 


Place is more than a League over; about 700 Paces 
in the River is a Place which looks like an enchanted 


. Ifland, the Natives call it the Golden Mountain. It is 


about 600 Foot in Circumference ; on the Top is a 
Tower feveral Stories high, encompafs’d with Pa- 
gods and the Houfes of the Bonzes. 

On the other Side of the River we enter’d into a 


Canal, and pafs’d Koua tcheou in the Night Time. 


Early in the Morning we arrived at Yan thou fou ; it. 
is a fine City, is well peopled, and has a great 
Trade. It is faid to contain 2,000,000 of Souls. 
‘The 1oth of Fanuary, at fix in the Evening, we 
proceeded in Litters, and took up our Lodgings about 
four Leagues and a half from thence at Chao pe, a 
laree Town: We travell’d great Part of the Way 
on a fine Caufeway, on the Side of a Canal. The 
rith, after having travell’d feven Leagues without 
ftopping, we arrived at Kao yeou tcheou : This Coun- | 
try 1s flat, and almoft all under Water : We travell’d 
upon a Caufeway of about thirty Foot broad, and 
ten or twelve high, cover’d in fome Places with 
Marble, efpecially on the Side towards the Canal, 
which we left on our Right Hand.» i 
Beyond this appear’d a great Lake, a League in 


Breadth, which 1s parallel to the Canal. The Coun- 


try on the Right Hand is likewife overflow’d, ex- 
cepting a few Spots which are fown with Rice, and 
on which appear feveral Hamlets, whofe Houfes are 
cover’d with Reeds, and the Walls made of Cane 
daub’d with Clay: The vaft Number of Barks, un- 
der Sail, and rowing through the Fields, yielded a very 

diverting Spectacle. | 
We were inform’d that Yao yeou tcheou is a fine 
City, but we did not fee it our felves, we only pafled 
by the Side of the Walls about 1200 Paces. In the 
Suburbs we faw a Tower feven Stories high, and 
another fquare Edifice near the fame Height, whofe 
Di- 
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Dimenfions decreafed like,a Pyramid, but did not, 


like it, end in a Point: The Suburbs were large and 
well built. 

The 12th in the Morning we travell’d fix Leagues 
on the Caufeway, which lies between the Lake and 
the Canal: Here the Lake appear’d like a vaft O- 


cean, with an infinite Number of Barks under Sail, 


We alfo faw large Flocks of Wild-fowl, which, 
when they were upon the Wing, feem’d to darken 
the Sky: Inthe Afternoon we travell’d fix Leagues 
farther to Pao bing bien, our Road lying ftill between 
the Lake and the Canal. On the Right the Coun- 
try is flat and well cultivated, but a great Part of it 
is under Water. 

On the rath, after having gone eight Leagues fe 
ther, we came to Hoai ngan fou, which feem’d to us to 
be a more confiderable City, on all Accounts, than 
Yang tcheou. ‘The Grand Mafter of the Waters, Ca- 
nals and Rivers, has his Refidence here, who then 
took up the publick Inn, where thofe whom the 
Emperor fends for ought to lodge, infomuch that 
we were obliged tocontent our felves with a wretched 
Hut made of Mats and Reeds, notwithftanding the 
Coldnefs of the Seafon, and the Snow, which drove 
into the Places where we lay. Three Mandarins 
lodged with us, who were greatly pleafed with the 
Sight of fome of our Books, and the Images of Pa- 
per which they found therein: We made them a 
Prefent of a French Crown, for which they return’d 
us the fame Weight in Silver, and invited us to 
drink Tea in their Apartment, where they regaled 
us with feveral kinds of Fruits, 

On the rsth in the Afternoon we went to lodge at 
Tchin kiang pou, a large Town about three Leagues 
farther: ‘The Country is flat, well cultivated, and 
in fome Places half under Water, which mender it 
fit for bearing Rice: Here are Plenty of Geefe, 
Wild-Ducks, Pheafants, te 
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We did not leave this Place till the 17th; which 
was almoft entirely taken up in ¢rofling Hoaag bo, 
or the Yellow River, on account of the Ice which 
retarded our Paffage. The River at this Place is no 


_tmore than 450 Toifes, or 900 Yards in Breadth, the 


Mouth of it being twenty five Leagues diftant: The 
Channel is indifferently ttraight, the Banks are of 4 
yellowifh Clay, which mixing with the-Water makes 
tt of the fame Colour, whence it derives its Name, 
If this: River was not kept within its Bounds by 

Dikes, it would thake dreadful Havock in the Coun- 
try, for which Reafon they are very careful to keep 
them in Repair. 

We took up our Lodgings in a Country Town ; 
the Road to it was exceeditig fmooth and pleafant, 
the Plains well cultivated, and full of Hamlets, fome — 
not fifty, and none mote than 200 Paces diftant 
from each other. About a League from tl > River 
we met with a Caufeway difcoritinued in one Place, 
over which is a kind of a Wooden Bridge, fc.ported 
by large Stones of ten or twelve Foot high. The 
Bridge is about 3c0 Paces in length, paved very 
handfomly with fquare Stones. We afterwards pafe'd 
a Canal parallel to the Yellow River, which runs 
directly North, and took notice of three other fine Caufe- 
ways as we pafs’dalong, which are the common Roads 
to different Cities, 

- Hitherto we had not met with one Flock of Sheep 
in our Journey, but we had feen Plenty of white 
Goats, and black Hogs, but few Cows and Buffaloes, 
a great many {mall Mules, Affes, and a forry kind 
of Horfes, which are generally ufed for Travelling. 
The People are fo numerous that they perform the 


_ Offices of Beafts of Burden themfelves, even to thé 


carrying each other; and tho’ the Land is very fruit- 
ful and well cultivated, yet it would not fuffice to 


La Suftenance both for Man and Beaft. The 


loufes of the Suburbs and Country Towns, be- 
| | yond 


Cy 
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,yond Hoai ngan, are made of Reeds and Earth, and 


cover’d with Straw. 

The 18th we travell’d eleven Leagues to Sou then 
bien ; the Country ftill continued flat and level, with 
feveral large Caufeways, the Defcent or Slopes on 
each Side of which are kept in good Repair: Thefe 
Caufeways are commonly ten or twelve Foot high, 
and twenty ‘five or thirty broad, which renders Tra- 
velling very commodious and pleafant. 

Almoft all the Day our Journey lay by the Side 
of a {mall River, whofe Stream is very fwift ; by the 
Courfe it is probably the fame Wwe miftook for an ar-. 
tificial Canal the Evening before: The Land here is 
marfhy,full of Water, and the Trees which grow in 


that Place refemble the Birch-Tree. 


Sou tfien bien ftands upon a rifing Ground, the 
Walls are half in Ruins, and the Suburbs are much 
pea to the City: Near the Walls appear’d a 

ind of a Palace newly built, which 1s a Monument in 


honour of the Emperor Cang bi, who pafs’d through | 


this City on his Way to Sou tcheou. The principal 
Part of this Edifice is a fort of an oblong fquare Sa- 
Jon, open on all Sides, with a double Roof cover’d 
with Yellow Tiles. 

On the rgth we left Sou then; about half a 
League beyond it we found feven flat Bridges lying 
all in the fame Line: They are each 100 Foot long, 
with Rails on both Sides, and Triumphal Arches at 
each End, made of Wood ; beyond this they were 
building another, and ftill farther we found a ninth, 
but not very neatly built. The Number of the Ca- 
nals, which feem here to form a kind of a Laby- 


rinth, make thefe Bridges neceffary ; the Country — 


ftill continues flat, but not fo fmooth and level as 
before, nor yet fo well peopled nor cultivated as on 
the preceding Days; the Soil is hard, black and 


barren, and the Houfes made of Straw and Earth. 
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This Day and the following we travell’d but Six 
Leagues, and ftop’d at Hong hoa peu, a pretty large 
Town; where the Country had a better Afpect, and 
the Hamlets were more frequent. We alfo met with 
3 fort of Centry-Boxes for Sentinels, placed at pro- 
per Diftances: The Caufeway reaches no farther than 
Seu tien. On this Day we difcover’d a Flock of 
Sheep, which was the firft we had feen; .the Reafon 
of this perhaps is, becaufe they let none of their Land 
lie uncultivated, and confequently there muft be but 
Jittle Grafs. | 

The 21ft we began to fee feveral Orchards plant- 
ed with Fruit-Trees: The Road in general, beyond 
Yang tcheou, is extremely good and commodious ; 
for tho’ it was the Depth of Winter, we did not find 
one bad Step; there is neither Dirt, nor Stones, nor 
the leaft Inequality: After Dinner we went Six Lys 
farther; on our Right we faw a Hill, whofe Ridge 
runs North and South ; we lodg’d at Li kia chuang. 

As far as this Town we had feen lying in the 
Fields a great many Rollers, fome hollow in the 
middle, fome folid, which ferv’d to level the Ground, 


_and keep it fmooth. On the 22d we crofs’d the little 


River, on whofe Bank the Town ftands, and four 
Leagues beyond came to Y tcheou, where the Afpect of 
the Country continu’d ftill the fame, and the Roads were 
dry and fandy: This City feem’d to be no more 
than half a League in Circumference; the Walls 
were of Brick, and in good Repair. oe 

_ The Governor made us a Vifit in our Inn, and dif- 
patch’d a Meflenger to give Notice of our coming 
along the Road, which prov’d very ferviceable to us, 
otherwife we fhould have found it difficult in this Pro- 
vince [Chan tong] to have got a fufficient Number of 
Porters to have carry’d our Baggage. 

We paf;’d into one Part of the Suburbs, over a 
Bridge with five fmall Arches; it is of Marble, with 
Rails of the fame, adorn‘d with Lions very indifferently 
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carv’d. Without the Suburbs are a great Number of 
Tombs made of Earth, in the Form of a Pyramid, 
with Infcriptions engrav’d on Marble: We lodg’d 
Four Leagues beyond Y tcheou, at a wretched Town, 


whofe Houfes were made of Earth cover’d with Stub- . 


ble; the Soil is fandy, which renders the Road 
‘troublefome to Travellers on account of the Duft. 


Beyond Y ¢cheou the Country is not fo open, for one © 


begins to fee quick-fet Hedges of a ftrong rugged 
kind of a Thorn : At the diftance of every half League, 
we met with Sentinels in their Boxes, or Huts, 
which are about Twelve Foot high, made of. Earth 
or Turf: They make Signals in the Night by put- 
ting Fire on the Top of their Huts, and in the Day 
_by hanging up Pieces of Cloth. ° 
The 23d we travell’d Nine or Ten Leagues: In 
the Morning the Country was very unequal, and 


fometimes we were forc’d to go down very fteep De- | 


{cents ; the Land in many Places was barfen; but in 
the Evening we came into a very fertile Plain, lying 
between two Ridges of Mountains, one on the Eaft, 
the other on the Weft; thefe latter were high, fteep, 
and craggy, and frightful to behold on account of the 
naked Rocks. - | 

The Houfes of the Towns that we faw are built 
of Stone, in.a very coarfe manner; the People are 
generally employ’d in fpinning or weaving the gray 
Silk of Chan tong. It was there we firft faw the 
wild Silk-Worms that live indifferently on all forts 
of Leaves, which produce a greyifh Silk, of which 
is made the Stuff call’d Hien tcheou; it wafhes very 
well, and is ufed throughout the Empire; tho’ it 1s 
not very gloffy, it is worn by Perfons of Quality in 
their own Houfes. — 

The 24th we travell'd all the Day between barren 
Mountains, but the Valleys are well cultivated and 
peopled. Wedin’d at Mong in bien, a {mall City, 

whofe Walls are but Twelve Foot high, and in bad 
re Repair: 
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Repair: Tho’ the Road was full of Afcents and De- 
fcents, it was very dry and good, but dutty. 

The 25th we went Eight Leagues, and pafs’d 
through the Suburbs of a {mall City, [ Sin lai 
bien.} Our Road lay through a fine level Country, 
well-inhabited and cultivated, and abounding with 
Fruit-Trees : The Ridge of Mountains ftill conti- 
nued on both Sides, about a League from the Road ; 
here and there ‘appear’d an open Space, through 
which one might fee the Country at a vaft Diftance. 

The 26th, after having travell’d three Hours a- 
mong frightful defart Mountains, we came to a Plain 
well-cultivated, and abounding with Fruit - Trees. 
After Dinner we found the Country equally charm- 
ing, till we came to Tai ngan tcheou, which lies at 
the Foot of a hideous Mountain, which covers it 
from the North-Winds: This City has a very a- 

eeable Situation, and the Walls are Twenty-five 
oot high; but the Houfes within are very defpi- 
cable. | 
The 27th we refted to give Time for our Bag- | 
age, which came a different Road, to overtake us. 
he 28th we travelPd Nine or Ten Leagues among 
fteep craggy Mountains, where very little of the LAnd 
was cultivated, tho’ the Towns-were numerous e- 
nough, and well-peopled: One Third of them had 
large Wens or Swellings in their Necks: It is fup- 
poled that the Well-Water, which they are oblig’d to 
make ufe of, is the Caufe. 

_ The Inns are very inconvenient; the Beds are only 
Brick Forms of.the Length of a Man: The En- 
tertainment is alfo very bad, tho’ Pheafants are not 
much more than a Penny a piece. The Mountains, 
which I mention’d before, are not extremely high, 
but theyare generally without any Trees : Some of them 
are cover’d with Earth, and were formerly cultivated ; 
and their being neglected now, is the only remaining 
Sign of the Ravages of War that we have hitherto 


per- 
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perceiv’d: Any other Kingdom would have been 
exhaufted of Men, after fo many unheard of Maf 
facres ; for it is {carcely credible how many Millions 
of Men have pertfh’d by Famine and Sword, fincd 
the laft Emperor of the Dynafty of Ming. The De- 
cline of this Dynafty began by an almoft general 
Famine: This Calamity was favourable to a great 
Number of Banditti, whofe Intention was to live by 
open Violence; they enter’d, Sword in Hand; into 


the Towns and Cities, and taking from thence the - 


choiceft young Men, they maffacred the reft of the 


Family, to the end that they having neither Father, - 


nor Mother, nor Houfe, nor Home, might remain 
firmly attach’d to their Intereft. ; 

The Heads of thefe Banditti made away with each 
other, till at length there were but two left, one of 
whom was fo ambitious as to afpire after the Em- 
pire; to facilitate which Defign, he made himfelf 
Mafter of Peking, and oblig’d the Emperor to hang 
himfelf thro’ Defpair ; even. whole Provinces were de- 
populated ; to which if you add the War made by the 
Zartars, who were invited to fupprefs the Banditti, 
and the laft Civil War, it will be no hard Matter te 
conclude, that no Empire but Cina could undergo 
fach Devaftatidns without being intirely ruin’d. 

The 29th we travell’d three Leagues between 
Mountains as rugped and crapgy as before: We 
pafs’d by one in Shape of a Cone, on whofe Top was 
a {mall Pagod, to which they afcended by very dif- 


ficult Stairs of about 200 Steps. Soon afterthereap- - 


pear’d in view an extenfive Plain, wherein we tra- 
vell’d the reft of the Day, very much incommoded 
with Duft, otherwife the Road was extremely good. 
At the end of Nine Leagues we took up our Ledg- 
ing ; but about two Leagues before we arriv’d, we 
pafs’d near a fmall City call’d Yebang tin bien, we 
were oblig’d to pafs over a Bridge built before the 
Gate of the City, acrofs a River which was then a 
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This Bridge confifts of Nine Arches, fupported by 
very large fquare Stone Piers, which make the 
Arches but {mall: The Pofts which fupport the 
Rails are rudely carved in the Shape of Animals; 
the whole is made up of a kind of blackifh Mar- 
ble, quite rough and unpolifh’d, and the Pavement 
of the Bridge is of the fame. We found a great deal 
of this Marble in the two Provinces that we pafs’d 
thro’, but efpecially in this of Chan tong, wherein we 
are ; and it is probable that the Mountains which we 
faw confift of it, becaufe in thofe Places where thie 
Earth was wafh’d away, they had the fame Appear- 
ance. 

The 3oth we travell’d Ten Leagues in a cham- 
pain Country, well cultivated, and abounding with 
large Hamlets or Villages, which one might eafily 
miftake for Country-Towns. The Road is dufty, 
which incommodes Travellers very much: In every 
Town are feveral Pagods, which are the only Edi- 
fices built with Brick ; all the reft are of Earth and 
Straw: The Roofsand Parts near them are full of 
Ornaments, fuch as Foliage, Birds, and Dragons, 
and are cover’d with red and blue japan’d Tiles. 

In the Country we beheld, from time to time, 
feveral Tombs made of Earth, in the Form of a Py- 
ramid ; and there are generally in thefe Places fmall 
Groves of Cyprefs, with a flat Leaf, which look ve- 


Ty pretty. Betore Noon we pafs’d near Yu tching 


bien, it is a fquare City, whofe Walls are made of 
temper’d Earth mix’d with Straw; and, in feveral 
Places, of Br:cks harden’d by the Sun, and rough-caft 
with Potters Clay ; the Publick-Houfes, or Inns, 
are the moft wretched we have yet feen. 

Befides a great number of Towns which lie acrofs 
the high Road, we often meet with Inns on the Bor- 
ders of it ; thefe are miferable Huts made of Reeds, 
or at beft a kind of Cortages, with Walls made of 

Mud 
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Mud and Earth, much frequented by the Vulgar: On 
the greateft Part of the Towers may be feen Iron Bells, 
very inartificially caft. 

The Extent of our Journey on the 31f{t was Twelve 
Leagues: Within two Leagues of the Town where 
we lode’d, we faw on ‘our Left the City Pin yuen 
bien, which feem’d to be about two Leagues in Cir- 
cumference. We faw in the Suburbs we pafs’d thro’ 
an infinite Number of People, and a great.many 
Timber- Yards full of Wood, for which there appear’d 
to be a great Demand. 

Eight Leagues from this City we found Te tcheou, 
a large City, fituate on the great Royal Canal, and 
encompafs’d with fine Brick Walls: That Part of 
the Suburbs through which we pafs’d, appear’d like 
a City for Extent and Number of People. From Ze 
tcbeou the Road, which was before a little hollow, be- 
came level with the Ground about it, and, excepting 
the Duft, was exceeding pleafant. The Plain is as 
level as a Garden, full of fmall Towns furrounded 
with Fruit-Trees, and diverfify’d with Groves of Cy- 
prefs planted near the Tombs, which form a very a- 
greeable Landskip ; the Soil is a kind of Potters 
Clay, but fomewhat more gray and foft, and the Carts 
are drawn by Oxen, inthe fame manner as by Horfes 
in Exrope; the Houfes are moftly made of Earth, 
and are very low, with almoft flat Roofs. They are 
compos’d of Reeds cover’d with Earth, and fupport- 
ed with Mats which lie upon the Spars and Joifts. 
One may judge by this Specimen of the Goodnefs of 
the Inns, which are not fo well built by much. They 
ufe no Fire-Wood ; their principal Fuel is Pit-Coal; 
and that cannot be cheap, for in the Inns they burn a 
great Quantity of Reeds and Stubble, of which there 
is abundance. 

‘The Royal Canal, which lies to the North of this 


City was frozen up, on which for half a League to- 
} gether 


~ 
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gether we faw a Row of Barks, which lay fo near 
each other, that they feem’d to touch. Beyond 
Hang hoa pou we faw frequently a fort of fquare 
‘Towers made of Brick, confitting oftwo Stories: Their 
Height is about Forty-five Foot, their Length Fifty 
or Sixty, and their Breadth Eighteen or Twenty, 
with Seven Battlements on one Side, and Threeon the © 
other: Their Towns are inclofed with littl Mud- 
Walls, with two Gates at each Extremity of the chief 
Streets, and over thefe Gates are the Pagods, or Idol 
Temples. 

The sft of February, four Leagues fromthe Place 
where we lodg’d, we enter’d the Province of Pe tche- 
li: We pafs’d through the Extremity of the Suburbs 
of King icheou; the Walls feem’d to be made of 
Earth; we judg’d it to be fquare, like the reft of 
the Chinefe Cities. Within the City appears an Hexa- 

onal Tower of eleven or twelve Stories, but decrea- 
ing in Circumference as it rifes higher: There were 
Windows on all fides of each Story. We beheld fe- 


-veral of the fmaller Towers in the North and South 


Parts of the Suburbs: The Inhabitants make ufe of 
thefe Towers to fecure their EffeGts in troublefame 
Times, and when they fear an Irruption of Robbers : 


The Houfes of the Country-Towns are of Earth and 


Straw, and their Roofs are almoft flat. To fpeak in 
general, in all our Journey from Ning po we did not 
take notice of one Building, except the Publick ones, 


. that was worthy of Obfervation: We took up our 


Lodging five Leagues beyond King tcheou, at a City 
call’d Fou tching bien. It was there that we learn’d 
that the Emprefs, Mother of the Emperor Caug hi, 
died on the 27th of the preceding Month. In con- 
formity to the Cuftom of the Empire, we took from 
our. Caps the Tufts of red Silk ; this is accounted a 


-Diftinétion or Sign of Mourning. This Ceremony 


is obferv’d for twenty-feven Days throughout the Em- 
| pire, 
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pire, accounting from the Time the News firft ar- 
riv’d, and if any Perfon fails herein, he is liable to 
be punifh’d. 

The 2d was the Beginning of the Chinefe Year ; 
this is obferv’d as a Time ot Rejoicing for feveral 
Days: Befides the common Salutations, there were 
publick Diverfions, I]uminations, and Fire-Works. _ 

‘This Day, after having din’d at a large Town fe- 
ven Leagues from Fou tching, when we left the Town, 
we pafs’d over a fine Marble Bridge, about twenty 
Foot long; the Rails were of Marble alfo, with Fi- 
gures in Baffo relievo, more accurately done than what 
we had feen before: There is a great. Quantity of 
Marble in this Province ;_ the Country is level and 
well cultivated, full of Towns and Villages. The 
little Towers we mention’d before are alfo very nu- 
merous, infomuch that one would, at a diftance, take 
the Towns to be fo many Fortreffes; all the Houfes 
are made of Earth, with flat Roofs, cover’d with 
Straw. We met upon the Road a great number of 
‘Couriers, with little Boxes at their Backs, -wrap’d in 
yellow Stuff, which isthe Imperial Colour ; they were 

robably carrying the News of the Deceafe of the 
Emprefs to different Places. This Evening we tra- 
vell’d four or five Leagues; and, after having pafs’d 
near Hien bien, we took up our Lodging at Kie 


kia lin, 


Our Journey the 3d was eleven ‘Leagues : After 


. we had travell’d about two Hours, we pafs’d near 
the Walls of Ho kien fou, which might be about two 
Leagues in Compafs ; the Figure of it was fquare, 
the Walls and Parapets were of Brick, and in very 
good Repair: We took up our Lodging at a City 
call’d Gin kieou bien. The Face of the Country that 
we pafs’d through, was much the fame as the prece- 
ding Days: We obferv’d in divers Places Marble 
Monuments, with Infcriptions placed perpendicular- 
ly on the ‘Top of a great Marble Tortoife. From 

Ning 
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Ning po we had beheld neither Woods nor Foreft, but 
all the Land was well cultivated, except that which 
was flooded, and afew barren Mountains. 

The 4th we left Gin kieou bien, whichis a City of 
an oblong fquare Form, about 1400 Paces in Cir- 
cuit: The Walls and Parapets are of Brick, with 
Towers at certain Diftances, and are more than thir- 
ty Foot high; the Houfes, as well as thofe of the 
Country-Towns, are likewife of Brick, whofe Roofs 
are very handfome. 

Five Leagues from this City we pafs’d by a large 
Trading Town, in the middle of which isa Triumphal 
Arch ; immediately beyond this Town a Caufeway 
begins, and a League farther we came to marfhy 
Land, through which the Caufeway is continu’d a-_ 
bout 500 Paces, at the End of which 1s a large Town, 
with three Wooden Bridges over the fame Number of 
Canals. . 

Two Leagues from. hence we pafs’d through the 
City Hiong bien. ‘The Street we went thro’, is adorn’d 
with four Triumphal Arches; the Pillars ftand up- 
on Bafes of white Marble about three Foot high, 
compofed of four Stones bound together with Iron 
Hoops, and faften’d with large Pins of the fame Me- 
tal; the Pillars themfelves were of Wood. 

After we left Hiong bien, where we dined, we went 


four Leagues farther to Pe keou bo, a large Town, 


where we took up our Lodging. At the two Extre- 
mities of this Place are two Gates, with Pagods 
built over them; the Country-Towns begin ‘now 
to be more neat, and the Houfes are cover’d with 
thick Tiles. . 

The sth, at the diftance of two Leagues from the 
Town, we pafs’d feveral Canals; and one League 
farther we crofs’d Sin tching bien; it is of a fquare 
Figure, and is no more than 12 or 1300 Paces in 
Compafs. ° 


After 
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After Dinner we cofs’d the City T/o cheou, through 
the principal Street, which is very broad, and lies ina 
right Line. This City is 3000 Paces in Circumference, 
and is better peopkd than the reft. The Suburbs on the 
North and South Sides of it are very large, the Streets — 
hand{arie and ftraight ; but the Houfes are low, after 
the Chi</e manner, ‘none of them exceeding two Stories, 
At ov Departure out of the North Part of the Su-. 
burbswe met with a very agreeable Profpeét ; on the 
Rigt was a {pacious Plain, which, as far as our 
Sigt could reach, was witheut the leaft Eminence or - 
Inquality ; on the Left was a Chain of Mountains, on 
th Side of which our Road lay to Peking, and which 
fem’d to be the Bounds of the Province Pe tebe li. 

Soon after we came to a Bridge of nine Arches 
thich are ee by Piers of fquare Stone: T 






hole Work is folid and ftrong, and the Bridgr‘5 
baved with large {quare Stones, and the Sides/t 1 
are wall’d or’ rail’d with large Pieces of /Mar- 


‘ble, two Foot and a Half high, which fljc& 
Grooves in the Sides of Pofts made of the Pe: 
There are fixty-two of thefe Pofts on eae Side. 
. The Pieces of Marble in the middle a h 
Foot long, but they decreafe graduaJJy towards ee 
End of the Bridge. One Part of che Bridge is join’d 
to a Caufeway made of Earth, about 500 Paces in 
Length ; at the End of it is another Bridge made like 
the former, on each Side of which are thirty-four 
Pofts. At the Entrance we left on the Right 4 
Che Pei, that is, a large Marble Stone placed in a 
large {quare Room made of Brick ; it is fupported by 
a Marble Bafe, two Foot and a Half high, and four 
Paces fquare, It is, doubtlefs, a Monument erected 
to the Memory of fome illuftrious Perfon, of which 
we had feen feveral near the Road. 

~ For three Days paft the Soil was more grey and 
hard than pfual, and we continued.to meet an infinite 
Number of Paffengers going backward and for ies 


You, }, ! ve 
te" 
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, k up our Lodging twe Leagues from J 
a sia Town calbd Leou li bo. We tra- 
veld this Day twetve Leagues. — 

The 6th we left this Town, ad as foon as we 
were got out of the Suburbs, we found a very hand- 
fome Bridge, about a hundred Geometrical Paces in 
Length, and twenty Foot in Breadth, with typ large 
Triumphal Arches at each End. The Rails o. Side- 
Walls of the Bridge confift of large fae Stones,fome 
white; others grey, which are fupported by ‘all 
Pillars of the fame, very much refembling MFar- 
ble. Thefe Stones are artificially cut, and adoy'd 
with variety of Mouldings. The Bridge is pard 
with large handfome flat Stones, to which is join’ 


~ great Caufeway, twenty Foot broad, and fix or fevy 


hundred Paces long ; it is paved in the fame manner. 
‘Four Leagues from Leou ti bo is fituate Leang biang 
bit. 4 confiderable City, but very.indifferently wall’d. 
%c a League beyond this, we pafs’d over a fine 
Bridge, the Rails or Side-Walls of which are large 
hatdiome white Stones: At the four Extremities 
Were Haced the Figures of Elephants. We faw ano- 
ther, the great Stones on the Side-Walls of which 
were catv'd tive Rails, We travell’d this Day but 
three Leagues. 

_ We ftop’d at a Village eight Leagues on this fide 
Peking, to wait for News from the F athers of our So- 
ciety, who were at Court. We there learn’d the me- 
lancholy News of the Death of P. Ferdinand Ver- 
bieft, which happen’d the 28th of January, The 
Emperor fpared nothing that was neceflary for his Pre- 
fervation, whom he honour’d with his F avour. One 
of his chief Phyficians was order’d to attend, but too 
late, for he inform’d the Emperor, to ufe his own 
Expreflion, Ybat Nine Parts of bim in Ten were already 


. 


@ead ; and he accordingly expired a few Days after. 


The 7th, the Fathers at Court fent an Officer of 
the Mathematical Tribunal to conduct us.to Peking. 
None 
on mn Y 
MB! 
7 eg 
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None of them were permitted to come in. Perfon, on 
Account of Mourning for Pere Verbieft, which they 
were oblig’d to obferve after the Cdinefe manner, 
We fet forward an our Journey about One in the 
Afternoon. } } | 


On this Road, which is forty Yards and upwards — 


in Breadth, there was fuch a dreadful Noife caufed 
by the Multitude of People, Horfes, Mules, A fies, 
Camels, Chaifes, Litters, and Carts, that it is im- 
‘poffible to give you any tolerable Notion of it. 

We crofs’d Low keou kiao about three Leagues from 
Peking : It is a little City, about 1290 Paces in com- 
pafs; the Appearance of it was very agreeable, the 
Walls were extremely well built, and it had two 
double Gates, with a Place for Arms, and handfome 


Rooms over it. At the Entrance of the City we . 


pafs’d over a Bridge, the fineft we had yet feen; 
the Arches were finall, but the Walls on each Side 


were made of a hard whitith. Stone refembling Mar- - 


ble, Each Stone was five Foot long, three high, and 
feven or eight Inches thick, fupported at each End 
with {mall Pillars, adorn’d with Mouldings, and the 
Figures of Lions, I reckon’d, on one Side only, 147 


of thefe Pillars. It was paved with large flat Stones, _ 


joined as exattly together as the Floor of a Hall. 
The Walls of the City are handfomly built, and are 
Forty Foot high. The Rampart is not very. thick ; 
the raifed Way is broad, atid artificially made, as 
well as the Parapet, the Battlements.of orhich are v¢- 
ry near each other. The Road from this City to Peking 
looks like one continued Street, there is fuch a Number 
of People continually paffing backward and forward. 

Four or five hundred Paces from the farther Gate 
we were ftop’d at the Cuftom-Houfe, but our Baggage 
was fuffer’d to pafs without Examination. During our 
Stay, a Perfon open’d the Window of my Vehicle, 


and demanded if we. were come to pay Tribute to the — 


Emperor ; for it is-worth obferving, that-the Chine/e 
2 oe think 
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think themfelves to be, by far, the moft confiderable 
Part of the World, and all thofe Nations that fend 
Prefents to their Emperors are their Tributaries. Thus 
they not only place Korea, Fapan, Bengal, and Sar- 
macana in that Number, but even all the Mabometans, 
and the Mu/covites themfelves. 

About a League before we arriv’d at Peking, we 
faw all the Country over-run with little Groves of 
‘pretty tall Trees, and enclos’d with Walls made of 
Earth. Thefe are fo many different Burying-Places. 
About Four in the Afternoon we enter’d Peking, 
thro” a double Gate, as all the other Gates of the City 
are. It was quite cover’d with Iron Plates, faften’d 
‘with a great many Rows of very large Nails. The 
“Walls are from thirty to thirty-five Foot high, on 


_-which are placed fquare Towers at proper diftances. 


The Street thro’ which we pafs’d lay in a direct Line, 


‘and was in Breadth from forty-five to fifty Foot. We 
-pafs’d along it a good half League, in the midft of 


an incredible Throng of People; and yet not one 
Woman was to be feen among them. Every now 
and then we met with a kind of Mountebanks or Jug- 
glers, with Crouds about them of fifty or fixty Men. 


- -A Stranger would naturally conclude it was the Time 
‘of fome great Fair, or other publick Affembly. 
- We could not perceive the End of this large Street, 
‘when we turn’d fhort into another almoft as large as 
‘the former, and the Throngs of People the fame. In 
both thefe Streets the Houfes are low, being nothing 


but a Ground-Floor; and there is nothing to attract 
the Eyes, but the Shops of the great Merchants, 
which for Neatnefs and Riches excel moft in Europe. 
‘The Entrance into thefe Shops is finely adorn’d with 


‘Gilding, Paintings, and Sculptures, in a Manner 
which is very beautiful to behold. 


At the End of this Street we enter’d into the Second 


‘City, thas is, the City of the Zartars: The Gate at 


this Place was double, as before; The fecond or in- 
: | ward 
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ward Gate has a large Edifice built over it, with a 
double Roof; it confifts of two Storie : The Tiles 
are japan’d, and the lower Part is adorn’d with 
Painting and Sculptures. The Advance-Wall in the 
Place, which aafwers to the Gate, has likewife an 
Fdifice erected over it, much larger than the former : 
It is four Stories high, with twelve {quare Windows in 
each, which yields an agreeable Profpect at the En- 
trance of the fecond Street of the Chinefe City. 

When we were through both the Gates, we turn’d 
on the right Hand to the Portuguefe Jefuit’s Houfe, 
which is over-apainft, and not far from the Rampart. 
‘We pafs’d thro’ three little Gates, into a {quare regu- 
lar Court,, on each Side of which was a handfome 
fquare Tower, the Tops of them were built in the 
Manner of an Obfervatory. In that on the right Hand. 
was a very fine Organ, and in the other a Clock with 
feveral Bells. | 

At the Beginning of the Chinefe Year, all Peking 
came to fee thefe Curiofities, and the Court was ne- 
ver empty from Morning till Night, during which 
Time the Organ play’d, and the Chimes went ; and. 
many went into the Church, who were inform’d, by a 
Perfon appointed for a Purpofe, of the Myfteries & 
reprefented by the Patntings; infomuch that feveral, 
who only fought to fatisfy their natural Curiofity, met 
unawares with Motives for their Converfion to the 
Chriftian Faith. 





4in Account of the fourney of certain Chinefe 
from Siam to China by Land; extracted from 


their. own Memoirs. 


O travel from the Kingdom of Siam to China, ac- 

cording to fome Chinefe Memoirs, it is neceffary 

to crofs the Kingdom of Labos; the principal ~ 
H 
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beft peopled Cities through which they pafs, are Kiang 
hati, Kiang feng, Kemeret mobang feng, the Capital of 
Labos mobang Ice, Mobang long, the Capital of another 
Principality or Province, and Mobang Vinan, which 
borders upon China, or which is Part of China itfelf. 

From Kiang batt, or * Mobang kiai, to M. Ktang 
feng, is reckon’d feven Days Journey ; from M. Kiang 
Seng to M. Keinaral, {even other Days Journey ; from 
M: Keinaral to M. Leng, eight Days Journey ; from 
M. Leng to M. Lee, feven Days Journey ; trom M7. 
Lee to M. Meng, eleven Days Journey; from MM, 
Men going towards the North, we came to M. Vinan, 


. from whence in a little time we come into Chiza. 


F¥>m the Confines of the Kingdom of Siam to 
M. Leng, the Capital of Labos, thereare a great ma- 
ny Woods and Rivers, and numerous Plantations, 
They met with neither wild Beafts nor Robbers in all 
their Journey ; the greateft Part of the Roads are 
impaffable with Carts; — ae Sn 
. M. Leng, the Capital, hath neithér Walls nor For- 
treffes; but is incompaffed with Palifades; its Cir- 
cuit is about 400 Senes, every ,Sene is twenty Sias 
mefe Fathoms. 


@ On the Welt of this Capital is 4. Co fang pii, and 


tition. 


ftill further Weftward is the great Foreft of Pabima 
pan. M. Co fang pit was -heretofore inhabited by a 
certain People called Yaé yai, and the Country which . 
they were Mafters of was a very large Kingdom ; it 
took up three Months to travel round it, but at pre- 
fent it is no more than a vaft Foreft, which joins to 
that of Pabima pan. 

The Siamefe have often been heard to fay, that on 
the North of the Kingdom of Siam there were a 
People who had the fame Religion, the fame Cu: 
{toms, and the fame Language with themfelves ; and 





" All thefe pretended Cities are dignified with the Title of Mohang, 
which I foall afterwards frenify by the Letter Mi to avoid Repe- 


that 
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that it*was from this People they had borrowed all 
thefe things, even to the very Name of their King- 
dom: And this Nation, according to the Siamefe 
themfelves, is the fame that the Chingfe in their Me- 
motrs call Yai yai. 

But becaufe the Siamefe affirm that in this Nation 
the Priefts are the principal Rulers, it is very likely 
that the Country which the Chinefe call Tai yaz, is the 
fame the Zartars call Laffa, which is the Do- .- 
minions of the Sovereign Pontif of the Lamas; and 
that the City of Co fang pii is the fame as Baranto- 
la, where the Grand Lama keeps his Court, and go- 
verns all his Subjeéts with an abfolute Authority. 

This appears the more likely, not to fay certain, 
becaufe the Religion of the Lamas greatly refembles 
the Stamefe ; they have both the fame Idols, the fame 
Shape, and Garments of the fame Colour. Befides the 
Situation of Laffa exactly quadrates with what the 
Chinefe call Tai yai, and with the Kingdom to which 
the Siamgfe declare their Religion and Language are 
owing. They are both fituated on the North of Sicm, 
in a cold Climate, where Snow falls in December, 
January and February: Allthe Difference is, that the 
Talapoins of Siam are ftriét and conftant in the Ob- 
fervatian of their Laws, whereas the Lamas are me? 
Joofe and unconftant: But this Diverfity is rath-r a 
Sign of the Difference of their Manners, thar want 
of Conformity in their Religion. 

Mobang leng, Capital of Labos, is fituate on the 
Banks of Menan tai, or Menan lai, which is the Name 
of the River that runs through it, which River és full 
of Rocks, and hath its Rife in the North in aMoun- 
tain called Pang yeng, thentaking its Courfetowards 
M. Camorel, it falls into the River Menang kot towards 
Bem kiop. The River of Siam has its Source in a Moun- 
tain called King daun, and that of Kiang b«t difcharges 
it felf into the principal River of the Kingdom o 
Stam, commonly called Menan. . 

H 4 {n 
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In the Capital of the Kngdom of Labos there is 4 
great Plenty of Rice, ana é very cheap, that for a 
a Foua, which is a few Halfpence of our Money; one 
may buy fifty or fixty Pound; | 

There are few Fifh, but to make amends for that; 
there is thé Fleth of Buffaloes, Deer, &c. in great 
Plenty. The Months of May, Fune and Fuly, are the 
Seafons for Fruit ; whicharé the fame Sort that we meet 
with in the Kingdom of Siam; except the Tboureon, 
or Doarion, and Mangeuiton. 

Five Days Journey from Mobang leng towatds the 
North there are Mines of Gold, Silver, Copper, and 
a kind of Red Sulphur of a very ftrong Smell; 200 
Senes from the fame City, and the fame Side, there 
isa Pit or Mine of Precious Stones full 100 Senes deep; 
from whence they get Rubies, fome of which are as 
large as a Walnut. There are alfo in the fame Placea 
kind of Green Stones, or Emeralds, and it is faid that 
the King of Labos hath one as latge as an Orange 3 
there are alfo Stones of feveral other Cdlouts. There 
is a Brook which runs thro’ this Mine, and carries 
feveral along with its Stream, of which they fome- 
times gather an Ounce-weight at a time. 

__ As fot the Silver Mine, the King receives from it 
365 Catis yearly s they are Chinefe who work in thé 
iViims, and refine the Silver : The Mountains in which 
It 1s dt are 300 Senes in height, they are quite covered 
with Grafs; which the Dew preferves continually freth 
and green. | 
_ There is alfo found here a Phyfical Root, which 
the Cbiné/e call Tong covei, and a kind of a Tree called 
Vende jang, which bears Flowers as thick as one’s Fin- 
ger, Yielding 4 very delicious Smell; when thefe 
Flowers open they ate of feveral Colours, as red, 
yellow, white, and black, and when the Fruit comes 
to Perfection it is of the Shape of a Duck. There are in 
this Country a great Number of thefe Trees, efpecial- 
ly where the Dew falls moft. — i 
Thé 
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_ The Inhabitants of Mobang leng trade with their 
Neighbours, without giving themfelves the Trouble of 
going amongft them. Their Commodities are chiefly 
Precious Stones, Gold, Silver, Tin, Lead; Sulphur, 
Cotton, and Skeins of Cotton, Tea, Lac, Brafil Wood; 
the Phyfical Root Zong kout. 

The Merchants of Mobang lee bring Elephants to 
trade with, the Chinefe raw and manufactured Silk, 
Musk, white Hair as fine as Silk, which they get 
from a certain Animal; of this Hair they make the 
large Tufts that adorn the Ears of the Elephants, 
which the King of Stam rides upon, and oh 
down to the Ground, as well as the red Tufts wore 
by the Chinefe in their ordinary Caps or Hats. 

The Merchants which come fron 7ai yai, which 
lyes Weftward, import Iron, red and yellow Sandal 
Wood, Linen Cloth, printed Callicoes, Venifon, a 
kind of red Phyfical Pafte, and other Merchandifes 
from Indouftan, 

.  Thofe of Mf. Kemaral and' M, Kiang go te M. Leng 

to fell their Cows and Buffaloes for Silver, Tin and 
Sulphur. M. Leng 18 tributary to Havau, and an 
Ambaffador is fent every Year to pay their Tribute ; 
this does not hinder the Zabos from appointing a 
Succeffor whén the King dies, but they are oblig’d 
to inform the King of Havau thereof. 

The King of Labos has but one Muinifter, who 
takes Cognifance of the Affairs of State. There are 
reckoned eight Cities or Places in this Kingdom, 
which have each of them aGarrifon of 1000 Men ; 
befides the 360 Catis, which he has yearly from the 
Mine at the North of MM. Leng, he raifes 860 more 
in the fteft of the Kingdom. | 

Mobang Meng, the Capital of a particular Pro- 
vince, hath onthe Weft M4. Pan and M. Kaa, on the 
South M. S/ee, on the Eaft 4. Icheong and M. Kon, 
all which depend on Moang Vinan ; this whole Coun- 
try is on this fide the Tropick, fo that the Sun is 
hever directly over their Heads. The 


hangs 
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‘The Province of MZ. Heng is feventeen Days Jour- 
ney from North to South, and about feven from Eaft 
to Weft; there are feven Cities which depend on the 
Capital ; a great River runs crofs it, which rifes ina 
Mountain of the North, andlofes it felf in Menang cong. 

Menang cong having run by M. Lee, M. Kiang 


| and M. Lantchang, it enters the Kingdom of Camboye, 


croffles it, and falls into the Sea at the Bar of Ba/ach ; 
this River carries large Barks from M. Kiang kong 
and M. Kiang Seng as far as the Sea. ° | 

The Soil of MM. Meng produces all forts of Fruit 
which are found in Siam, except the Dourion and 
Mangoujton ; towards the Weft it hath Mines of Tin, 
on the North are Mines of Silver, Copper and Iron, 
and on the South there is one of Salt. 

The Chinefe trafiick with M. Heng, and import 
their Merchandifes upon Horfes ; they take in this Di- 
ftri&t the Animals that produce Musk ; there are alfo 
many of them in the Diftrict of M. Tai yai ; the A- 
nimal that produces Musk is as large as a little Goat, 
its Body yields a very agreeable Perfume; it has un- 
der its Belly a Purfe three or four times as thick 
as one’s Thumb; when they cut it off it feems like a 


- Piece of Greafe or Bacon; they dry it till it 1s ofa 


Confiftence that may be powdered, and then {ell 
it in the Country for the fame Weight in Silver ; the 
Powder is yellowifh, and of a moft delicate Scent. 
The Natives are forbid to fell the true Bags to Stran- 
gers, for which reafon they make a counterfeit Sort 
of the Skin of the Animal, which they fill with its 
Blood and other Humours, to which they add rotten 
Wood, and tye it up, and dry it. The Peafants bring 
great Quantities to MZ. Meng, which they exchange 
for things of little Value, and thofe of M. Meng {ell 
it for a great Price to Strangers. 

_ Mobang Kemaral is a kind of Capital of a Diftrict 
of the fame Name, it is about 400 Senes in. compafs, 
and eight Days Journey in length, and is tributary 
to Havau ; at the time when the Chine paffed thro’ 

the 
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the Country, their King was called Pra tchiao clang ; 
they fend Ampbaffadors yearly tothe King of Havaz 
to carry their Tribute, which confifts of two fmall 
Shrubs, one having its Leaves and Flowers of Gald, 
and the other of Silver. —_ 

There are eleven Cities or Colanies ia the Diftri& 
of Kamarett ; they are acquainted in thofe Parts with 
the Ufe of Fire-Arms, and have great and {mail Can- 
non, Muskets, Darts, and Crofs-bows, | 
_ When the Zariars attempted to make themfelves 
Matters of China, a great Number of Ching Fugi- 
tives from the Province of Yun xen difpofiefied their 
Neighboursofthear Land, and fettled there themfelves, 
and the Inhabitants of Kamarett were forced to as 
bandon their City. | 

‘Before the Chinefe had driven them away, they 
tame regularly every Year to trade with this Peo- 
ple, and imported from China Velvets, Silks, Cam- 
lets, Carpets, Hair, blew and black Cotton Cloths, 
Musk, Quickfilver, Chinefe Hats or Caps, Kettles 
and other Utenfils of Copper, green Jewels, Gold, 
Silver, and China Ware ; inftead of which they car- 
nied away Cotton-Thread, Ivory, Salt of Earth, or 
Phyfical Pafte called Fadam, another fort of Phyfi- 
cal Wood, called Inge by the Partagudl and Maba 
ing by the Siamef, Opium, a kind of fedicinal Roos 
called Cot fo: All thefe Merchandife were brought 
from Haven, and the Chinvefe came to fetch them in 
the Months of Fanuary, February and March, with 
a Defign to return to Chine in the Month of April. . 

M. Ichai or M. Vinan is a Province of China,and 
probably the Province of Yun nan; for the Chinefe 
Memoirs fpeak of four Rivers which take their Rife 
in it, whereof the firft takes its Courfe into the Pro- 
vince of Quan tong, the fecond paffes by M. a 
jong and M. Lun tcbhang, the third by M. Motima,and ~ 
is called Menang kong, the fourth runs by M. Hava, 
and is called Menam kiov, and all four leaving the 
Province of Yun naa at length difcharge themfelves 
into the Sea, ADVER- 
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I Have taken Notice in anether Place, that there is fearce any 
Difference between the greateft Part ef the Cities of China, 
and that they are all near alike, fo that feeing one 1s fuff-cient 
to form an Idea of all the reft. They are for the moft part 
fquare, when the Situation admits it, and furrounded with high 
Walls with Towers built againft them at proper Diftances : 
They have fometimes Ditches, either ary, or ge of Water. 
Lhere are other Towers either round, hexagonal, or odtagenal, 
eight or nine Stories high, Triumphal Arches in the Streets, to- 
berable handfome Tample confecrated to Idols, or Monuments e- 
reéted to the Memory of the Heroes of this Nation, and of thofe 
who have done fome important Service to the State, and for 
the publick Good; in fhort, fome publick Structures are more 
remarkable for their vaft Extent than for their Magni ficence. 
Add to this Ehstos pretty large Squares, long Streets, fome very 
wide, others but narrow ; the Houfes on each Side have only a@ 
Ground Floor, or one Story higher. There are Shops adorned 
with China Ware, Silks, and a Goods ; before the Door 
of every Shop there is placed a Pedeftal, upon this is fix'd a 
oard fevén or eight Foot high, either painted or gilts upon this 
Board are wrote three large Charaéters, which the Tradefman 
chufes for the Sign of his Shop, to diftinguifh it from all others: 
ere is fometimes infcribed on it two or three Sorts of Goods 
which are fold in the Shop, and at the Bottom the Trader’s 
Name, with thefe Words, Pou hou, that is to fay, that he 
will not cheat you. This double Row of a kind of Pilafters - 
placed at an equal Diftance, make a Golonnade, the Per/pective 
of which 13 pretty enough. | : 
Lhe Beauty of the Chinefe Cities confifting chiefly in this, I 
_ thought it proper to give at firft this general Idea of them, that 
I might not be oblig’d to make ufelefs and tedious Repetitions in 
fpeaking of the principal Towns of each Province. For this Rea- 
fon I feall fobs my felf to what is remarkable in them, either 
in ee of their Situation, their Trade, or the Fertility of 
their Soil; and fhall enlarge on thofe which are of the moft Re- 
putation, and are the moft frequented ; what I fhall fay of the 
sthers, will be fufficient to give a neceffary Knowledge of them. 
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Geographical Defcri ption 


OF THE 


PROVINCES of CHINA, 





The firft Province of the Empire of China, 
Pe tche li, og Tche li, or Li pa fou. 


PEE <T11S Province, which is the Firft and 
WG, the Chief of the whole Empire, is bound- 
TT ks ed on the Eaft by the Sea, on the North 

Xe} by the Great Wall and by a Part of Zar- 

= lary, on the Weft by the Province of 

Chan fi, from which it is feparated by fome Moun- 
tains, and on the South by the Provinces of Chan tong 
and Ho xan; its Figure is Triangular. It is divided 
Into nine different Countries, which have each a Fou, 
or principal City of the Firft Rank, on which feveral 
other Towns are dependant. Thefe Towns are 140 
in Number, twenty of which are Icheoy, or ‘Towns of 
the fecond Rank, and 120 are Hien, or Towns of the 
third Rank; not to mention an infinite Number 


of 
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of Boroughs and Villages, fome of which are as large 
as Cities, but have not that Name, becaufe they are 
not enclofed with Walls or Ditches. 

‘The Airis temperate; yet, tho’ its greateft Latitude 
does not exceed forty two Degrees, the Rivers are fro- 
zen four Months in the Year, viz. from about the 
middle of November to the middle of March: Unlefs 
the Wind blows from the North, the Froft does not 
caufe that piercing Cold which is felt in Europe at fuch 
a Time, which may be attributed tothe nitrous Exha- 
lations which rife from the Earth, efpecially when 
the Weather is clear, which is fo conftant that during 
the Winter the Sun is very feldom obfcur’d ; the rainy 
Seafon is only towards the End of Fuly and the Be- 
ginning of Auguft ; it feldom rains at any other time, 
but the Dew which falls in the Night moiftens the 
Earth, which is obferv’d to be dewy every Morn- 
ing. This Moifture dries at the Rifing of the Sun, and 
is fucceeded by a very fine Duft, which penetrates e- 
very where, and gets into Rooms which are fhut up 
with the uttnoft Care. Thofe who have tender Eyes, 
when they travel.on Horfeback, weara loofe Veil which 
covers their Faces, and is a Defence from thofe Whirl- 
winds of Duft which rife all around them, or they ufe 
other Precautions, which I fhall mention in another 
Place. The Country is plain, but fandy, and rot ve- 
ry fruitful; it produces lefs Rice than the Southem 
Parts, becaufe it has but few Canals; neverthelefs, 
befides what is fown along the Sides of the Rivers, 
there is fome fown dry in feveral Places, which 


-grows very well, but is harder, and therefore not fo 


eafily dreffed as the other Sort. 

In other refpects it plentifully produces all other 
forts of Grain, and chiefly Wheat and Millet; all 
forts of Cattle, Pulfe, and great Plenty of Fruit, fuch 
as Apples, Pears, Plums, Chefnuts, Walnuts, Figs, 
Peaches, Grapes, &c, 
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_ The Rivers are full of Fifh, and excellent Cray-fith. 
The Mountains furnifh a great Quantity of Pit-Coal, 
which is burnt inftead of Wood, it being very fcarce. 
Confidering the, fpace of Time which thefe Mine 
have given Fuel to this Province, they muft certainly 
be inexhauftible, 

Among the different forts of Animals of this Pro- 


vince, there are a particular fort of Cats which the - 


Chinefe Ladies are very fond of, and which they keep 
very tenderly; they have long Hair, and hanging 
Ears.. 


But what renders this Province the moft confider- 
able is, that the Riches of the whole Empire are 


brought hither, the Northern and Southern Provinces 
{triving to outvy each other in furnifhing it with e- 
very thing they produce, that is moft uncommon and 
delicious. 

The People in general are not fo polite, nor fo apt 
to learn the Sciences, as thofe of the Southern Provin- 
ces; but they are ftronger,; more warlike, and better 
able to undérgo the Fatigues and Hardfhips of Wat. 
En this they refemble the other Cine/e who inhabit the 
Northern Provinces. 


The Firft City, Peking, or Chun tien fou, the Capital 
of the Province; and of the whole Empire. 


THIS Capital of the whole Empire of China, and 
the ordinary Refidence of the Emperors, is fituated 
in a very fruitful Plain twenty Leagues diftant from 
the Great Wall: It is called Peking, or the Court of 
the North, as the Capital of the Province of Krang 
nan was nathed Nan king, which is, The Court of the 
South, when thé Emperors refided there formerly : 
But at that time the TZartars, a reftlefs and warlike 
Nation, who made continual Irruptions into the Em- 
pire, obliged this Prince to remove his Court to the 
Northern Provinces, that he might be. nearer at hand 

. to 
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to oppofe them, with the numerous Troops which 
conftantly attend his Perfon. 

The City is an exact Square; it is divided into two 
Cities: That which contains the Emperor’s Palace is 
called Sin tching, the New City; it 1s alfo call’d the 
Tartar City, becaufe the Houfes were given to the 


- Yartars, when the prefent Monarchy was eft#blith’d. 


The fecond is nam’d [Lao tching| the Old City : 
it may be alfo call’d the old Chinefe City, becaufe 
when the Chinefe were expelled the other City, fome 
of them retired into this, whilft others fled towards 
the Northern Provinces, and were at length obliged 
to quit the Country, becaufe not only the Houfes of the 


New City, built heretofore by Yang fo, about the Year 
1405, when the Court left Nan king, but the Lands 


adjoining to the City, and to the neighbouring Cities, 
to acertain Diftance, were diftributed amongft the 
Tartars, with a perpetual Exemption from all Taxes 
whatever. In lefs than eighty Years the Zariars are 


‘fo greatly. increas’d, that-they occupy‘almoft all the 


New City; the Chinefe poffefs the Remainder, fo that 
there is no Place empty in this, altho’ there is a Va- 
cancy in the Old City. 

The Circuit of the Walls of the two Cities together, 
without taking in the Suburbs, has been meafured, and 


-does not exceed fifty two Chinefe Lys, fo that it is lefs 


than Nan king ; but there is a vaft Difference between 
the Height, the Breadth, and the Beauty of the Walls 
of thefe two Cities: Thofe of Peking are grand, and 
worthy of the Capital of the greateft Empire of the 
World; but thofe of Nan king are narrow, and do 


‘not feem to have exceeded thofe of the Old City of 


Peking, which are no better than the Walls of the 
common: Cities of the Empire. A Horfeman may 
afcend the Walls of the New City by a Ramp of a 
great Length; in feveral Places there are Houfes built 
for a Corps du Garde: The Towers are built within 
bow-fhot of each other ; one of which, after a certain 

: Number, 
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Number, is much larger than the others, in which 
may be placed {mall Bodies of Referve. The Gates 
of the City, which are high and well vaulted, fup- 
port very large Pavillions nine Stories high; each Story 
has Openings either of Windows or Port-holes ; the 


loweft Story forms a large Hall, where the Officers’ 


and Soldiers retire who come off the Guard, as well 
as thofe who are to relieve the Guard. Before each 
Gate there is an open Space left of above 360 Feet, 
which ferves for a Parade, furrounded by a femiicircular 
Wall, equal in height and breadth to that which in- 
clofes the City, into which Parade the Entrance is al- 
ways on that Side which does not face the great Road 
which comes into the City. this Way is again coni- 
marided by another Pavillion like the firft, fo that as 
the Cannon of one. can demolifh all the Houfes of’ the 
Town, the Cannon of the other commands tlie ncigh- 
bouring Country, 
Allthe Gates of the City, which are nine in Nuni- 
ber, have a double Pavillion built. alike onthe Plat- 
form of the Walls; and furnifh’d:with Artillery : oo 
other Fort or Citadel would be needlefs, for thefe For- 
tifications are, more than fufficient, to keep thé People 
in Obedience. hae 
The Streets of this Great City are {trait, almoft all 
laid out with a Line, at leaft a League in Length, 
and. about: 120 Feet wide, with Shops for the moft 


part on. both Sides of the Way :.’Tis: Pity there is — 
{uch a Difference between the Streets and the Eloufes, © 


which are poorly built in Front, and very low. It 
is furprizing to fee the innumerable Multitude of Peo- 
ple who croud thefe Streets,;and not a Woman a- 
mongft them, and: the Confufion caufed by fuch a 
vaft Number of Horfes, Mules, Affes, Camels, Carts, 
Waggons and Chairs, without reckoning the various 
Crowds of 100 or 200:Men in the Streets, at fome 
Diftance from each other, who gather about fome 


Fortune-Tellers, or Players at Cups and Balls, or 
Vor. I. I Balad- 
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Ballad-Singers, or to hear fome Fellow who reads or 
‘relates a comical Story to make them merry, or 
elfe to hear a fort of Quacks, who diftribute their 
Medicines, and explain their admirable Effect with 
. Rhetorical Flourifhes : Perfons of Diftinétion would 
be ftopt every Moment, if they had not a Horfeman 
to go before and clear the Way. All the Riches and 
‘the Merchandizes of the Empire are continually pour- 
ing into this City: It is ufual either to be carried in 
a Chair, or more commonly to ride thro’ the Streets ; 
it is eafy to find Hackney-Horfes or Chairs in: many 
Places; for twelve or fifteen Pence one may hire 
a Horfe or a Mule for a whole Day; and as the 
great Crowds of People fill all the Streets, the Owner 
of the Horfe or Mule often leads his Beaft by the 
Bridle in order to make way; thefe People Know 
exactly the Street and Houfe where any confiderable 
Perfon lives: There is alfo a Book fold, which gives 

an exact Account where every Perfon lives that has 
any publick Employment. | 
The Governor of Peking, who is a Mantcheou Tar- 
tar of Diftinétion, is called [Ktou men titoun} the Ge-: 
neral of the nine Gates; and the People, as well as 
the Soldiers, are under his Jurifdiétion in every thing 
that relates to the Civil Government and the Publick 


rete | 
This Policy cannot be exceeded, and it’s furprifing 
to fee the perfect Tranquillity that is maintained a~- 
mongft fuch an almoft infinite Number of Chinefe 
and Yartars, It feldom happens in ‘tnany Years, that 
any Houfe is broke open by Thieves, or that any 
Murder is committed: There is indeed fuch exaét Or- 
der obferv’d, that it is next to impoffible that fuch 
Crimes fhould be committed with any manner of 
Impunity. : : | 
All the great Streets, which are drawn by a Line 
from one Gate to another, have feveral Corps de Garde. 
. Night and Day the Soldiers, with their Swords by 
| | their 


no 
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their Sides, and yan in their Flands, are ready to 
chaftife thofe who make any Difturbance ; they have 
Power to take into Cuftody whoever refifts or creates 


any Quarrel, a 

The little Streets, which gomte into the greater, have 

Gates ae in a oon a Lattice, which do nog 

revent feeing all that pafs along ; they are d 

y the Corps de Garde placed ae againge hoa . 
the Great Street: There are alfo fome Soldiers on Dus 
ty about the Middle of almoft all thefe Streets: The 
Lattice Gates are fhut at Night by the Corps de Garde, 
and are feldom open’d but to Perfons known, who 
carry a Lanthorn in their Hand, and who give a good 
Reafon for coming out, fuch as it would be to fetch 
a Phyfician. " . 

As foon -as3 the firft Stroke is given by the Watch 
on a great Bell, a Soldier or two come and go from 
one Corps de Garde to the other, and as they walk 
‘along they play continually on a fort of Rattle. 

They do not fuffer any Perfon to go about at Night, 
and they examine thofe who are fent upon the Em: 

or’s Bufinefs; if they find their Anfwers any wa 
hifpicious, they put. them in Cuftody of the Corps de 
Garde: This Corps de Garde muft alfo anfwer every 
Call of the Centinel who is on Duty : °Tis by, this 
beautiful Order, which is obferv’d with the greateft 
Strictnefs, that Peace, Silence, and Safety rei 
throughout the City: it muift be added, that not only 
the Governor is obliged to walk round the Town, and 
comes when leaft expected, but the Officers alfo who 
keep Gyard on the Walls, and on the Payillions of 
the Gates, where they beat the Watches on great 
Drums of Brafs, fend Subalterns to examine the Quar- 
ters which belong to their refpective Gates: The leaft 
Neglett is pynifh’d the next Pay, and the Officer is 
broke. 

This exaét Difcipline, which prevents all Nocturnal 
Affembljes, will no doubt appear very extraordinary 
2 Ww 
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cin Europe, and will not pleafe Perfons of Quality, the 


Rich, and what we in general call the Grand Monde : 
But is it not the Duty of the principal Perfons of a 
State to prefer good Order and publick Security to Di- 


 verfions, which give Rife tg aninfinite Number of At- 


tempts againft the Goods and Lives of the Inhabitants ? 
Nothing appears more agreeable to Reafon, fince the 
Tartars, a People without Learning, lately come 
from the midft of Woods and Forefts, and who are 
not enlighten’d by the True Religion, are govern’d 
by thefe Principles, and by this prudent Vigilance 
cut off the Root of the many Crimes which are but 


_ too common in States,which are not fo well regulated: 


This Regulation is indeed very éxpenfive to the Em- 
peror, for Part of the Soldiers I have mentioned are 
kept entirely to take care of the Streets: They are 
all-Foot, and their Pay is large: Befides their Watch- 
ing Night and Day, it is their Duty to fee that every | 
Perfon cleans the Street before his Door, that it is 
fwept every Day, and water’d Night and Morning 
in i Weather, and that the Dirt is taken away af- 
ter Rain ; and as the Streets are very wide, one of their 
chief Employments isto work+themfelves, and to 
keep the middle of the Streets very clean for the 
Convenience of Paffengers: After they have taken up 
the Dirt they level the Ground, for the Town is not 
aved, or they dry it after. it has been turn’d, or mix 
it with other dry Earth, fo that two Hoursafter great 
Rains one may go clean to all Parts of the Town. : 
If the Writers of fome Relations have affirm’d that 
the Streets of Peking are commonly very bad, they 
muft mean thofe of the Old Town, which are narrow 
and not fo well kept as the other; for in the New 
Town the Soldiers are continually employ’d to keep 
the Streets clean, even when the Emperor is abfent. 
There is a fecond Wall in the New City, which is 
but low -and narrow, yet it is adorn’d with great 
Gates, where a Guard is kept: This Wall is call’d 
. on [ Hoang 
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[Hoang tching,] ,the Imperial Wall; its, Southern 


Gate is alfo the Gate of the Emperor's Palace, about 


100 Fathom Diftance from the Principal Gate of the 
City, and which has the fame Situation, and 1s call’d 
Sien men by the People; tho’ the true Name [Tching 


yan men] the Gate fronting the Mid-Day Sun, is in- 


fcribed on it in Tartar and Chinefe. 

This Palace is a prodigious Heap of great Build- 
ings of vaft Courts and Gardens; it is enclofed by a 
Wall of Brick about twelve Chinefe Lys round: This 
Wall has Battlements along the Courtaine, and_ is a- 
dorned with little Pavillions at the Angles; over each 
Gate there is a more lofty Pavillion, ftronger built, 
and furrounded by a Gallery, which is fupported by 
Pillars, and refembles our Periftyle: This is properly 
call’d the Palace, becaufe this Compafs includes the 
Apartments of the Emperor and his Family, = 

The Space which is between the firft Wall [ Hoang 
tching] and the Inclofure of the Palace is above fifteen 
Lys. in Circumference, and is taken up by. Houfes 
which belong to particular Officers of the Emperor’s 
Houfehold, or to the Eunuchs, or to the various Tri- 
bunals, fome of which have the Care of providing Ne- 
ceffaries for the Service of the Prince, and the others: 
are to preferve the Peace, . to judge all Difputes, and 
determine all Caufes, and to punifh the Faults com- 


mitted by the Servants of the Imperial Family. - 


Notwithftanding, in cafe of any flagrant Crimes 
fully proved, thefe Tribunals of the Palace, called 
the Inner Tribunals, fend the Crimindls to the Exte- 
rior Tribunals, which are the Great Tribunals of the 
Empire. : | 


Altho’ the Archite€ture of the Imperial Palace is 


entirely different from the European, yet it ftrikes the 
Fye, by the Grandeur and regular Difpofition of the 
Apartments, and by the Structure of the Roofs, which 
have foyr Sides, and rife very high, The whole is 

. I20 cover’d 
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* Gover’'d with varnifh’d Tiles of fuch a beautiful Yel- 


low, that at a Diftance they appear almoft as bright 
as if they were gilt: Another Roof as bright as the 


former fprings from the Walls, and ranges all round, 
the Buildings, and this is fupported by a Foreft of 


Beams, Joifts and Spars, all japan’d with gold Flowers 
on a green Ground: This fecond Roof, with the Pro- 
jection of the firft; make a fort of Crown to thefe 
Structures, which has a very fine Effect: Whatever 
difference there may be in the Godt of Architecture; 
it is certain that thefe Apartments, with theit Courts 
furrounded by Galleries; and ranged one after the 
other in regular Order, form one entire Structure, 
which is extremely grand, and worthy the greateft 
Empire of the World. ae | 
’ ‘The Terraffes upon which the A partments are built; 
contribute very much to give them that Air of Gran= 
deur which ftrikes the Eye: Thefe Terraffes are about 
fifteen Foot high; cas’d with white Marble, adorn’d 
‘with Ballifters of pretty good Workmanfhip, and open 
only at thé Steps placed on each Side, and in the 
Middle and Corners of the Front : The Afcent in the 
Middle is only a Slope of Marble confifting of one or 
two Blocks, having neither Steps nor Landing-place: 
No Perfon is permitted to pafs this Way into the 
Apartments, the Emperor alone is carried thro’ in 
his cover’d Chair upon Days of Ceremony, ‘Thefeé 
Terraffes, before the Windows of the Apartments, 
make a broad Plat-form, paved with Marble, which 
in their length from Eaft to Weft always project 
feven or eight Feet beyond the Building ; fuch is thé 
Apartrnent where the Emperor refides, and fuch is 
that which is more to the South, and which is often 
to all the Mandarins of the Empire ; it is call’d F Taz 

ho tien] the Hall of the Grand Union. : 
_ The Mandarins range’ themfelves in the Court of 
this:EJall on the Days appointed for the Cerg‘monies, 
- which 
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which are fettled by the Laws of the Empire, to re- 
new their Homage: Thefe Ceremonies are perform’d 
as well in the Abfence of the Emperor, as when he 
is prefent ; it is very common to ftrike the Forehead, 
on the Ground before the Gate of the Palace, or be- 


fore one of the Royal Halls, with the fame Ceremo-: 


nies and Refpect as before the Emperor himfelf {eat- 
ed on the Throne. | 

This Hall is about 130 Foot long, and ‘almoft 
{quare ; the Cieling is carved Work japan’d green, 
and charg’d with gilded Dragons; the Pillars with- 
in, which fupport the Roof, are about fix or feven 
Feet in Circumference at the bottom, incrufted with a 
kind of Pafte, and japan’d with Red; the Pavement 


is partly cover’d with an ordinary fort of Carpets, 


imitating thofe of Turkey; the Walls are deftitute of 


all Ornament, very well whited, but without Tapeftry, . 


Looking-Glaffes, Sconces, or Paintings. | | 
The Throne, which is in the midit of the Hall, 

confifts of a lofty Alcove, very neat, but not magni- 

ficent, and without any Infcription but the Word. 


Ching, which feveral Authors have tranflated by the. 
Word Holy; but it is not always us’d in that Senfe, 
for it is fometimes better interpreted by. the Latiz. 


Word Eximius, and by the Exgli/h Word Excellent, 
Perfe&, Wi/feft: On the Platform before the Hall are 

laced great and mafly Vefiels of Brafs, in. which 

erfumes are burnt during the Ceremony, and Can- 
dlefticks made in the Shape of Birds, large enough to 
hold Flambeaus: This Platform in continued beyond 
the Fiall [Tai bo tien,] extending towards the North, 
and has two other leffer Halls, but which are hid 
from Sight by the [ai bo tien; ] one of thefe {maller 
Halls is a very pretty circular Room with Windows 
on all fides, and fhining with Japan of various Co- 


lours. Here the Emperor (as it 1s affirm’d) repofes. 


fome time before and after the Ceremony, and changes 
his Habit. | 


I4 This 
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This circular Hall is but a few Paces diftant from 

a fecond, that is longer than wide, the Door of 
which ftands towards the North. The Emperor is 
oblig’d to pafs thro’ this Door when he comes from. 
his Apartment to afcend the Throne, and there to re- 
ceive the Homage of the whole Empire: He is ‘ 
then carry’d in a Chair, by Chairmen drefs’d in a long 
~ red Veft embroider’d with Silk, and wearing a Cap 
with a kind of Plume of Feathers. . i 
The Court which is before this Imperial Hall [7a 
bo tien} is the largeft in the Palace; it is at leaft 
3co Feet long, and.250 wide: Upon the Gallery 
which furrounds it are the Emperor’s Magazines 
of all valuable Goods, for the Treafure or Finances 
of the Empire are kept -in the Sovereign Tribunal - 
{Hou pou: |. ‘Thefe Magazines are. open’d on cer- 
tain Occafions, as upon creating an Heir to the Em- 
pire, or an Emprefs, or Queens, &c. One contains 
Vafes and other Works of different Metals ; a fecond 
has a yaft Quantity of the fineft Sort of Skins ; ina 
third are kept many Habits lined with various Furrs 
*. of Foxes, Ermine, or Zibeling, which. the Empe- 
. ror fometimes béftews on his Servants; there are 
fome of Precious Stones, of uncommon curious Mar- 
ble, and of Pearls which are found in Yartary: The 
greateft Magizine confifts of two low Stories, and 
is full of Chefts of Drawers, which hold all manner of 
Silks that are made on purpofe for the Emperor, and 
his Family at Nan king, Hang tcheou, and Sou tcheou: 
Thefe are the beft Silks of the Empire, becaufe they 
are made under the Care and Direétion of a Manda- 
rir, who prefides over thofe Works, and who would. 
be puniihicd if they were not in the greateft Per- 

fection. | 

~The other Magazines are for Arrows, Bows, and | 
Saddles, whether they are made at Peking, brought 
_ ftom foreign Countries, or prefented by great Princes, 
and defign’d for the Ufe of the Emperor. and his 
oe | Chil- 
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Children. There is one alfo where they colleé all 
the moft exquifite Sorts of Tea that are to be fonnd 
in China, with various forts of Simples, and other 
Drugs which are moft in efteem. , _ - . 
_ This Gallery has five Doors; one to the Eaft, a- 
nother to the Weft, and three more in the South- 
Front, but thofe in the middle are never open’d but 
for the Emperor: The Mandarins, who come to per- 
form the Ceremony before the Imperial Hall, enter 
by the Side-Doors... . . 3 
There is nothing extraordinary in this Front ; it 
has a large Court before it, the Defcent to which is 
by a Stair-Cafe of Marble, adorn’d with two great 
Lions of Copper, and a Baluftrade of white Marble ; 
the Steps are made in the Shape of a Horfhoe, on 
the Bank of a little Serpentine River that runs thro’ 
the Palace, over which there are Bridges of the fame 
Matter. It would be endlefs to defcribe all the Edi- 
fices of this Palace ; thefe are the moft magnificent in 
the Opinion of the Chinefe and the Tartars, and are 
fufficient to give an Idea of this Work. a 
The Palaces of the Emperor’s Children, and th 
other Princes of the Blood,’ are very neat within, ex- 
tremely capacious, and built at a great Expence; the 
fame Defign runs thro’ the Body of the Work, and in 
the Ornaments, viz. a Row of Courts, adorn’d with 
Buildings on the Sides, and in Front a Hall japan’d, 
and rais’d on a Platform three or four Feet high,. 


border’d with great Blocks of hewn Stone, and pav’d. 


with large fquare Tiles: The Doors, which gene- 
rally open into fome By-Streets little frequented, have 
no other Ornament than two Lions of Brafs or white 
Stone of but indifferent Workmanfhip, without any 
Order of Architecture, or any Sculpture in Stone, 

fuch as there generally is in the Triumphal.Arches. 
I fhall enlarge no farther here on this pompous 
Edifice, which is the only one of this great City that 
deferves our Attention, becaufe I fhall {peak a 
another 
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another Place ; what I fhall fay of ic in the Sequel, 
with what I have here defcribed, will give all the 
Knowledge of it that can be defired. 

The Tribunals of the Sovereign Jurifdictions are 
alfo of vaft Extent, but ill built, and worfe repair’d ; 
they are no ways anfwerable to the Majefty of the 
Empire: I haye already faid there are Six, which I 
fhall juft mention, becaufe f fhall hereafter {peak of 
them more particularly. | 

_ The Firft, which is the Li pou, recommends the 
Mandarins, who are to govern the People. 

- The Second [Hou pou} fuperintends the Tribute. 

The Third (Zi pou] 1s to maintain the Rights and 
Cuftoms of the Empire. 

— The Fourth [Ping pou] has the Care of the Troops, 
and of the Pofts which are in the great Roads, and 
which are maintain’d at the Emperor’s Expence. | 

The Fifth [ King pou ] determines all criminal 
~aules. | 
‘The laft [Kong pou] has the Infpection of all pub- 
lick Works. oe = : 
All thefe Tribunals are divided into different 
Rooms, among which the Bufinefs is diftributed ; there 
are not the fame Number of Rooms in each Tribu- 
nal, fotne having much more Employment than 
others. There are feveral inferior Tribunals under 
thefe fix Sovereign Courts; for Inftance, the Tribu- 


_ nal of the Mathematicks [Kin tien kien] is dependant 


on the third I mention’d: It is alfo divided into two 
Rooms, of which the principal and moft numerous, 
{Lz ko] has the Care of calculating the Motions of 
the Planets, and of every thing that belongs to Aftro- 
nomy: The other [ZLukou} befides its proper Bufi- 
nefs, 1s employ’d to determine the Days moft con- 
venient for Marriages, Funerals, and other Actions 
of the Civil Goverment, about which they take but 
little Trouble, copying generally an ancient Chinefe 
Book, in which thefe things are already fettled, ac- 

cording 
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cording to the current Year of the’Sexagenary Cycle, 
or Chinefe Century. | 


Thefe fix Sovereign Couits do not theddle with - 


Affairs of State, but when they are referr’d to them 
by the Emperor, who commands them to deliberate 
—- fuch Affairs, or to put them in Execution : 
pon thefe Occafions, as they ftand in need of each 
other, they are obliged to agree together, to the end 
that the Money, the Troops, the Officers, and the 
Equipages may be ready by the Day appointed ; ex- 
cept in thefe Cafes every Court is confined to their 
own proper Bufinefs, and they have undoubtedly Em- 
ployment enough. In fuch a vaft Country as China, 
the Care of Repairing the publick Works, the Go- 
vernment of the Troops, the — of the Fiz 
nances, the Adminiftration of Juftice, and efpecially 
the Choice of Magiftrates, being different Functions, 
- were tinited under one Tribunal, it would certainly 
produce a Confufion in their Refolttions, anda Slow- 
nefs in Action, that would ruin every thing ; hence it 
was expedient to create fuch a Number of Mandarins, 
- both at Court and in the Provinces. 
. But as in fuch a Multitude it would be difficult to 
find the proper Perfon to apply to upon particular 
Bufinefs, ‘to remedy this Inconvenience there is a 
Book fold, which may be eall’d, The State of China, 
which contains all the Officers Names, their Surnames, 
their Employments, and diftinguifhes their Degrees 
of Doctor, Batchelor, €%c. and whether Tartar or 
Chinefe: It alfo fhews in particular the Changing of 
the Officers of the Army, as well thofe that are in 
Garrifons, as thofe that are in the Field; and to de- 
note thofe Changes without reprinting the Book, they 
make ufe of moveable Charatters. 


All the Tartar Families live at Peking, of in its 


Neighbourhood, and are not fuffer’d to remove from 
thence without the fpecial Order of the Emperor ; 
hence it is that all the Zartar Troops, who — 
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_ the Emperor’s, are always in a manner near his Per- 


fon ; here are alfo fome Chine/e ‘Troops, who former- 


ly -enter’d into the Service of the Tartars, and who 


are called on this Account the Zariarisd Chinefe ; 
they are well paid, and always ready to fly, on the. 
firft Order, to extinguifh the Fire of Sedition where- 
ever it breaks out, which is perform’d with wonderful — 
Secrecy and Expedition. —’ | 

Thefe Troops are divided into’eight Bodies, each 
of which has.a Banner diftinguifh’d by the Colours, 
viz. Yellow, White, Red, and Blue; or by the Bor- 
der, viz. yellow with a red. Border, white with a 
red Border, red with a white Border, and blue with 
a red Border. The Green belongs. to thofe Troops 
that are entirely Chinefe, which are therefore call’d 
[Lou ki] The Soldiers of the green Banner. Each Ban- 
mer of the Tartars has a General, cal?’'d-in Tartar 
Mantcheou, Cou Santa :. This General has under him 
feveral great Officers [Meireintchain] who are like | 
our Lieutenant-Generals, and on whom depend. feve- 
ral other Officers fubordinate to each other : As each © 
Body is at prefent compos’d of Mantcheoux Tartars, 
Mongol Tartars, or of Chinefe Tartarisd, the Gene- 
ral has under him two Officers of each Nation: 
Each Body has 10000 effective. Men, divided into 
100 [Nu rous] Companies, each of 100 Soldiers; fo 
that if we reckon the Emperor’s Houfhold, and 
thofe of fuch a Number of Princes, who have their 
Attendants [Po jo nu rous] with the Pay of Officers 
and Soldiers, we fhall- readily allow the Truth of 
that common Opinion, That there are always 100,000 
Horfemen maintain’d at Peking. 

By this we may judge of the Forces of the Em- 
pire; for befides the Cavalry I have mention’d, if we 
fhould reckon the Foot-Soldiers that are at Peking, 
thofe along the Great Wall, in the vaft Number of 
Forts built to defend it (tho’ they are not fo nume- 
rous as when ‘they fear’d the Irruptions of the Yar- 

| : sars) 
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tars) with the other Forces fcattered'thro’ the Em- 
pire, it would be found that the Number will amount 
to.600,000, as’ it is affirm’d; fo that we may - fay, 
that China keeps up, in time of .the moft profound 
Peace, an Army able to refift the moft formidable 
Powers, and that only to maintain the publick Tran- 
quillity, to provide againft Seditions, and to extin- 
guifh the fmalleft:Sparks of a Revolt.: —- - 

Such a vaft Body as China muft neceffarily be terri+ 
bly agitated upon any Commotion, therefore all the 
Policy of the Chinefe Magiftrates is exerted to prevent, 
and ftifle immediately all publick Difturbances : 
There is no Pardon to be expected for a. Mandarin 
whofe People revolt; let him be never fo innocent, 


he is at leaft.look’d upon ‘as a Perfon of no Talents, . 


who ought to be depriv’d of his Employment (if 
punifh’d in the moft gentle manner) by the: Tribunals 
of the Court, to which thefe Matters are always. re- 
ferred by the Viceroys and Governors’ of the Pro- 
vinces: ‘Thefe: Tribunals: deliberate upon the Infor- 
“mation, and -prefent their Opinion to. the Emperor, 
who confirms or rejects it. : te 4 

Thefe Sovereign Courts have no Superior but the 


Emperor, or the Grand Council: When this Prince . 


thinks convenient to call one upon fome important 
Affair which has been already. decided by one. of thefe 
Courts, they prefent their Opinions in Writing on 


the Day appointed, and often treat with the Empe-— 


ror himfelf, who confirms or rejects them by figning 
them with his own Hand: If he retains them, they 
‘wait fome time for his Orders, and ’tis then the Bu- 


finefs of the great Mandarin, call’d in Chinefe, Colao, — 


and in Yartar, Alia gata, to learn his Pleafure.: . - 

The Papers prefented by.the Prefidents of thefe 
Sovereign Courts, called in Chinefe, Chan chu, and 
in Tartar, Alia gamba, ought to begin with a Title. 


of the Subject of the Bufinefs it relates to, and. end. 


with the Opinion of the Court, whofe Cognizance the 
Affair properly belongs to. | The 
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: The Emperor difpofes in the fame Manner of all 
the Employments in the a without being ob- 
liged to give them to thoft that are propofed; tho’ 
he. generally confirms them, after having himfelf ex. 
amined thofe who have drawn their oe ear by 
Lot, in the Manner hereafter defcribed, As to the 
chief Pofts of Zfong tou and Viceroy, they are always 
named ‘by the Emperor himfelf: It will fcarcely be 
believ’d that the prefent Emperor condefcends to ex- 
amine himfelf the Croud of Mandarins, of which 
fome are advanced ¢o fuperior Offices, and others en- 
tering upon the firft Employments ; neverthelefs it is 
certainly true, and this fhews his great Application to 
the Government of the State, he will fee every thing 
with his own Eyes, and will truft no Petfon jin chu- 
fing Magiftrates for the Pedple, 

His Authority is abfolute, and almoft unlimited : 
A Prince of the Imperial Blood cannot ufe the Titles, 
nor receive the Honours of his Rank, without the 
Emptror’s Permiffion ; and if his Behaviour does not 
anfwer the Expectation of the Publick, he lofes his 
Quality and Revenues by the Emperor’s Order, and 
is only diftingutth’d afterwards by the Yellow Girdle, 
which is worn both by Men and Women of the 


_Amperial Family, and who have a tolerable Penfion 


out of the Royal Treafury, There is no Remedy, 
by the Laws, againft the Abufe of Authority, but by 
the way of Remonftrance ; for this Purpofe the Laws 
have eftablifh’d Publick Cenfors, whofe Duty it is ta 
admonifh the Emperor by Petitions, which are dif+ 
perfed thro’ the Empire, and which the Emperor can- 
not reject without hurting his Reputation ; the Na- 
tion looking upon this Employment as an Heroic Bra- 
very, the Emperor: would do them too much Ho- 
nour, if he fhould happen to ufe them ‘ill, and draw 
upon himfelf fome odious Names, which the Hiftoe 
rians would with great Care tranfmit to Pofterjty. 
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‘Thefe Cenfors feldom or never will be deny’d: Hf 
the Court or the great Tribunals endeavour to evade 


the Juftice of their Complaints, by fome Rebuff, they | 


return to the Charge, and make it appear that they 
have not anfwer’d conformably to the Laws. Some 
of thefe Cenfors have perfevered two Yeats together, 
m accufing a Viceroy fupported by the Gtatidees, 
without minding Delays and Oppolitidn, or -being 
frighted at the mioft terrifying: Menaces, till at length 
the Court has been forced to degrade him, that it 
might preferve the good Opinion of the People. - : 


But if in this fort of Combat between the Prince _ 


and the State, in whofe Name the Cenfor fpeaks, the 
Prince happens to yield, he is immediately prais’d 
for it in a publick manner, and loaded with Pane. 
gyricks by the whole Empires the Sovereign Courts 
of Peking return him Thanks, and what he has done 
for Juttice is efteern’d a fingular Favour. 

-- °Tis owing to this good Order which is obfery’d 
‘at Peking, and that fets an Example to other Places, 
that the Empire enjoys fuch a long Peace and happy 
Tranquillity: It may alfo be attributed to the fs 
vourable Situation of Chine, which has no Neishs 
bours but little Nations, that are half Barbarians, and 
unable to undertake any’ thing againft fuch a vaft 
Kingdom, while ies Forces ate well united under the 
Authority of their Sovereign, The Mantcheoax, who 
conquer’d it, teok Advantage of the Troubles of the 
State, which was over-run with Rebelsand Robbers, 
and were brought in by the faithful Chinefe, who de- 
fired to revenge the Death of the Emperor. 

~ I couk! not help enlarging on this Capital, becaufe 
it is like the Soul of this great Empire; but I fhall 
be much fhorter in defcribing the other Cities, 
efpecially thofe which contain nothing remarkable, 
¥ fhall only add, that befide the general Jurifdic- 
tion that Peking has over the whole Empire by its 
fix Sovereign Courts, it has alfo a particular a 
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ftriét which contains twenty-fix Cities, fix of which 
are of the Second Order; andtwenty of the Third. 

The Second City, Pao ting fou. | 


IN this City refides the Viceroy of the Province: 
‘There are twenty. Cities in its Diftri€t, three. of which 
are of the Second Order, and the other feventeen of 


- the Third Order: The Country is very pleafane 


and fertile: To the South of the City there is a 
{mall Lake, famous for having a great Number of 
thofe Flowers which, the Chinefe call Lien boa ; they 


are a fort of Flowers that refemble the Nenupban or 


Nymphea, which are littl valued in Europe, but 
highly efteemed in Chiig, becaufe the Flowers are 
double, and the Colours more lively and varied, .and 
= — other Qualities, which I have elfewhere de- 
ferib’\d,. Oo | ae 
- There is no Road from Peking to the Province of 
Chan fi, but that which paffes. thro’ this City, but 
the whole Way is exceeding fine and pleafant: The 
Country is level and. well cultivated, the Road, very 
good, and planted ‘on both Sides with Trees in many — 
Places, with ‘Walls to preferve the Fields; it is con- 
tinually full of Paffengers, Carts, and Beafts of Burthen _ 
loaded. In:tlie Space of a League you pafs throygh 
two or three Villages, without reckoning thofe that 
are feen. in the Country on all Sides, as far as the 
Kye can fee;. the Rivers have very fine Bridges of 
feveral Arches. = es | 
| * The Third City, Ho kien fou. 

THIS City was -call’d Ho kien, from its Situa- 
tion between. two. Rivers: Its Walls are high and 
{traight, and well repaired: It is reckoned near 


4000 Paces round. On this Place depend two Towns 
of the Second Order, and fifteen of the Third. The 


' Rivers are full of good Fifh; and the Cray-fith, 


which are very plenty, are well tafted. 


The 
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The Fourth City, Tchin ting fou. 


THIS isa large City, near 4000 Paces in Circuit, 
its Figure is nearly an oblong Rectangle ; the Walls - 
are good, and flank’d with Towers at certain Di- 
{tances : It 1s fituated not far from a fine River, which 
runs into the Lake Pai hou a few Leagues off. Its 
Jurifdiction is very extenfive, it contains thirty two 
Cities, five of the Second Order, and twenty feven 
of the Third; it has Mountains on the North, 
where the Chinefe fay they find a great many Simples, 
and fcarce Herbs for Phyfical Ufes. ‘There are fome 
Monuments, or a kind of Temples built in Honour | 
of their Heroes, and amongft others one confe- 
crated tothe Memory of the firft Emperor of the 
Dynafty Han. - | 


The Fifth City, Chuf te fou. 


THE Diftrict of this City is but fmall, it contains 
only nine Cities of the Third Order, but they are 
all of Note, and very populous. The Country is very 
pleafant and exceeding fruitful, thro’ the great plenty 
of-Water : The Rivers produce various Sorts of ex- 
cellent Fifh: There is found a very fine Sand which 
is made ufe of in polifhing Precious Stones, and is 
fold all over the Empire; it is alfo ufed to make 
China Ware, but this does not come near in Good- 
nefs to what is made at King te ching, a Borough of 
the Province of Kiang fi. Chun te fou alfo furnifhes 
Touchitones to try Gold, which are accounted the beft 
in the Empire. . 


The Sixth City, Quang ping fou. 

THIS City is fituated in the Southern Part of Peking, 
between the Provinces of Chan tong and Honan, it has 
‘ bat nine Cities of the Third Order under its Jurif- 
dition; this whole Territory is water’d by feveral 
Rivers, which produce very good Fifh ; the Country 
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is pleafant and fruitful: There is nothing remarkable 
in this City to diftinguifh it from the reft of China. 


The Seventh City, Tai ming fou. 


"F HER E is nothing more remarkable in this City 
than in the former, from which it is not far diftant, but 
this Country is more fruitful and pleafant, and the Ri- 
vers equally abound in Fifh. Its Jurifdi¢tion contains 
only one City of the Second Order, and eighteen of 
the Third. | 


The Eighth City, Yung ping fou. 


THIS City is advantageoufly fituated, but its Jurif- 
diction is not very extenfive; it contains but one City 
of the Second Order, and five of the Third. It is en- 
viron’d by the Sea, by Rivers, and by Mountains, 
cover’d for the moft part with fine Trees: This makes 
the Country lefs , but the neighbouring Bay fup- 
plies its Want with great plenty of all the Neceffaries 
of Life. | . 

Not far from this City ftands a Fort nam’d Chgn 
bai, which is the Key of the Province of Leao tonge: 
This Fort is near the beginning of the great Wall, 
which is built for a League together in a boggy. 
Marth from the Bulwark in the Sea. 


The Ninth City, Suen hoa fou. 


T HIS City is remarkable for its Grandeur, for the 
Number of its Inhabitants, for its fine Streets, and for 
its Triumphal Arches; it is fituated in the midft of 
the Mountains, and pretty nigh the Great Wall. Its 
Government comprehends two Cities of the Second Or- 
der, and eight of the Third Order, and alfo fome 
Forts along the great Wall. | 

Thefe Places have numerous Garrifons: In the 
Mountains are found fine Cryftal, Marble and Por- 
phyry. 


a 


~ 
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Among the Animals this Country produces there 
are a great Number of yellow Rats, much larger than 
thofe of Europe, whofe Skins are greatly prized by 
the Chinefe. Befides the Fort of Chas bai beforemen- 
tioned, which defends the Entrance into China from 
Eeao tong, the Gates of the Great Wall are fortified 
on the Infide with feveral pretty large Forts. The 
Forts are Hi fong keon, in the Latitude of 40°. 26’; 
‘Coupe keow in 40°. 43’. the Emperor aig paf- 
fes thro’ this Gate when he goes to hunt in Zarfary, 
Tou che keom in 41°. 19’. 203 and Tchang kia keou 
in 42.51/15". Thefe two Entrances are very noted, 
becaufe the Ways lie thro’ them, which the Tartars 
that are fubject to the Empire take to come to Pe- 


All thefe Places m this Province along the Great 
Wall are terraffed, and cafed with Brick on both 
Sides. : 

I do not mention Cities of the Second and ‘Third: 
Order, the Particulars would be endlefs and tirefomes 
there is one however I cannot omit, that has a greater 
Trade, is much more populous, and richer than moft 
other Cities, tho’ it is not of the Firft Order, and 
has no Jurifdiction: It is called Tien tebing ousi, and 
fince the Map was made it is placed in the Rank of 
teheou, or Cities of the Second Order; it is fituated 
at the Place where the Royal Canal, which comes 
from Lin tchin theou, joins to the River of Peking. 

A great Mandarin [Yen yuen) refides here, and he 
is a Principal of the Officers who prefide over the Salt- 
Works along the Sea of the Provinces of Pé tche4 
and Chan tong: All the Veffels which bring Timber 
from Eaft Tartary, after they have crofs’d the Bay of 
Eeao tong, come to unload in this Port, which is but 
twenty Leagues from Peking. | 
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The Second Province of China, Kiang Nan. ° 


THIS Province is one of the moft fruitful, the 
moft trading, and of courfe one of the richeft Pro- 
vinces in the Empire ; it is bounded on the Weit by 
the Provinces of Ho nan and Hou quang, on the South 
by the Provinces of Iche kiang and Kiang fi, on the 
Eaft by the Gulph of Nan king; the reft borders up- 
on the Province of Chan tong. | 

- Here the ancient Emperors always kept their Court, 
till they were obliged for Reafons of State to remove 
nearer Zartary, and chufe Peking for the Place of their 
Refidence. It is of vaft Extent, and contains fourteen 
Cities of the Firft Order, and ninety three of the 
Second and Third Order: Thefe Cities are very po- 
pulous, and of the greateft Note in the Empire, e- 
{pecially for Commerce ; it is the Rendezvous of all 
the great Barks, for the Country 1s full of Lakes, Ri- 
vers and Canals, either natural or the Effect of La- 
bour, which communicate with the great River Yang 
tfe kiang that croffes the Province; here are few 
Mountains, but towards the South. a 

The Silks,~ the Japan’d Goods, the Ink, the 
Paper, and-in general every thing that comes, as 
well from Nan king as from the other Cities of the, 
Province, which carry on a furprifing Commerce, is 
much more efteem’d, and bears a greater Price than 
what is brought from the other Provinces. In the 
fingle City of Chan bai, and the Towns belonging 
to it, there are reckoned above 200,000 Weavers of 
plain Cottons and Muflins: There are many Salt- 
works along the Sea Coaft, and the Salt they produce 
is diftributed almoft thro’ the whole Empire; here 

- is alfo found a great Quantity of Marble. In fhort, 
this Province is fo plentiful and rich, that it pays the 
Em- 
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Emperor annually about 32,000,000 of + Zaels, with- 
_ out reckoning the Dues of Imports and Exports, for 
the Receipt whereof feveral Officers are eftablifh’d. 
The Inhabitants of this Province are very polite, 
they have fine Senfe, and an extraordinary Difpofition 
to learn the Sciences ; and indeed it fends out a great 


Number of Doétors, who obtain by their Merit the 


Employments and Dignities of the Empire. . 

‘The Province is divided into two Governments 3; 
the Eaftern, whofe Governor refides at Sou tcheou fou, 
and the Weftern, whofe Governor has his Refidence 


at Ngan king fou: Each Government includes feven 


_ fou, or Cities of the Firft Order. 


The Firft City, Capital of the Province, Kiang ning 
fou or Nan king. 

IF we may believe the old Chinefe, this was the 

fineft City in the World, when they {peak of its Ex- 

tent, they fay, that 1f two Horfemen were to go out 


in the Morning at the fame Gate, and were to gal-_ 


Jop round a different Way, they would not meet be-- 
fore Night ; it is without doubt the largeft City of 
China , the Walls of it are fifty feven Lys about, as 
they were meafur’d upon taking the Plan, which a- 
mounts nearly to five great Leagues and a half, and 
466 Fathom. | 

It is about a League diftant from the great River 
Yang tfe kiang, and Barks may enter the Town by fe- 
veral Canals which come from the River: On thefe 
Canals are feen a vaft Number of Imperial Barks, 
which are almoft as big as our midling Vefiels. 

The Plan of Naz king is irregular ; the Mountains 
which are in the City, and the Nature of the Ground, 
would not admit any other Difpofition without great 
Inconveniences: It was formerly the Imperial City, 
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_ for which reafon it is called Nan king, which figni- 


fies, The Court of the Seuth,as Peking does The Court 


_of the North: But fince the fix great Tribunals, 


which at that Time were equally kept in thefe two 
Cities, are all unjoed at Peking, the Emperor has 
nam’d it Kiang ning : It is ftill mention’d in Conver- 
fation by its fae Name, but this would never be 
permitted in the publick Acts, | 

' This City is greatly fallen from its antient Splen- 
dor ; it had formerly a magnificent Palace, of which 
there are not the leaft Remains, an Obfervatory 


‘which is now forfaken and almoft demolifhed ; here 


were alfo fome Temples, fome Sepulchres of the Em+ 

eror, and other ftately Monuments, of which there 
pie only the melancholy Remembrance, The 
firft Zartars, who made an Irruption into the Empire, 
tlemolifhed the Temples and the Imperial Palace, de- 
f{troy’d the Sepulchres, and rayag’d almoft all the o- 
ther Monuments, to gratify their Avarice and their 
Hatred to the reigning Dynaity, 

About a third Part of the City is quite defolate, 
the reft is well inhabjted: Some Parts carry on fuck, 
a great Trade, and are fo populous, that one would 
fcarcely believe there could be more Noife and Hur- 
ry in any Place, which would be more remarkable 
if the Streets were as wide as thofe of Peking, but 
they are not, above half or one third part fo broad ; 
yet they are handfome, well paved, and bordered 
with neat Shops richly furnifhed. 

In this City refides one of thofe great Mandarins 
nam'd Zfong tou, to whom there lies an Appeal in all 
important Affairs, not only from the Tribunals of the 
Faft and Weft Divifion, but alfo from the Province 
of Kiang £. The Yartars keep a great Garrifon here, 
under a General of their own Nation, and live ina 
ae of the City feparated from the reft by a plain 

yaul. OS : 
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The Palaces of the Mandarins, whether Yartars or 
Chinefe, are not more fpacious nor better built than 
in the other Capital Cities: Here are no publick 
Buildings, which are anfwerable to the Reputation of 
-fuch a famous City, if we except the Gates which 


are oy beautiful, and fome Temples dedicated to. 


Idols, fuch.as that which has the celebrated Tower of 
China Ware: It is 200 Foot high, divided into niné 
Stories, within fide by plain Floors, and without by 
Cornifhes, at the Rife of the Arches, which fup- 

rt little Roofs cover’d with Tiles varnifh’d green ; 

have defcrib’d it in another Place. This Tower 
is without doubt the higheft and the moft beautiful 
in China, where thefe fort of Works call’d Ya are 
fo common, that in feveral Provinces there are fome 
in all the Cities, and even in forme large Towns. 

This City is alfo famous for cultivating the Arts 
and Sciences, furnifhing alone more Doctorsand great 
Mandarins than many Cities together ; here are the 
preateft Number of Libraries, the Bookfellets Shops 
are better ftock’d with the beft Impreffions, and the 
Paper fold hete is reckon’d the béft in the Empire. 

Nothing can appear more natural, than the artifi- 
cial Flowers that are made here of the Pith of a Shrub 
caNed Zong t/ao; the making of thefe Flowers is a 
Trade of it felf; this Art is fo greatly fpread in 
China within thefe few Years, that it is a confiderable 
Branch of Trade. 

The Satins of Nan king, éither plain or flower’d, 
are the beft and moft efteem’d at Peking, where thofe 
of Canton are fold much cheaper: There is alfo made 
here pretty good Woollen Cloth, called Nang king chen 
from the Name of the City ;_ what is made in other 
Places is not to be compared with this, that being 
almoft like a fort of Felt without any Weft. 

The Ink, called the Ink of Nan king, comes all 
' fom Hei tcheou in the fame Province; its Diftrict is 
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full of great Villages peopled by Workmen who make 
it, or the Dealers that fell it; thefe Sticks of Ink are 
often adorn’d with green, blew, or gilt Flowers : 
They make it in all Shapes, as, like Books, Bark of. 
Beton: Lions, tc. 

Nan king was formerly a very fine Port, by rea- 
fon of the Breadth and Depth of the River Yang t/e 
kiang: The famous Corfair, who befieg’d it during the 
laft Troubles, came up to it with eafe; but at pre- 
fent great Barks, or rather the Chinefe Jonks, do not 
enter it, either becaufe the Mouth of ic is ftopt up, 
or becaufe the Chinefe out of Policy do not make ufe 
of it, that by degrees it may be intirely unknown. 

In the Months of April and May there is a great 
plenty of excellent Fifh taken in the River near the 
City, fome of which are fent to the Court during the 


_ whole Seafon ; they are kept frefh by being eover’d 


with Ice; there are Barks wholly employ’d for this 
Purpofe, altho’ it is above 200 great Leagues from 
hence to Peking ; thefe Barks make fuch Difpatch, that 
they get there in eight or ten Days; they keep mo- 
ving Night and Day, and have Relays all the Way 
to draw them continually: Whilethe Seafon of Fifh- 
ing lafts, two Barks go off twice a Week loaded with 
thefe Fith. 

Altho’ Nan king is the Capital of the whole Pro- 
vince, it has but eight Cities of the Third Order in its 
Jurifdiction. 


The Second City, Capital of Y tong, the Eaftern Part 
: of the Province, Sou tcheou fou. 

THIS is one of the moft beautiful and moft a- 
greeable ‘Cities of China; the Europeans who have 
been here compare it to Venice, with this Difference, 
that Venice is in the midft of the Sea, and Sou tcheou 
in frefh Water; one may pafs thro’ the Streets either 
by Land or Water, the Branches of the River and 
| | the 
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the Canals are almoft every where deep enough to 
carry the largeft Barks; they-may alfo go thro’ the 
City, and from thence to the Sea, which is at moft 


but two Days Paffage: It trades with all the Pro- 


vinces of the Empire, and alfo with Fapan, from 
which it is feparated but by an Arm of the Sea, 
that is crofs’d fometimes by little trading Vefiels in 
two or three Days. _— 
This Country enjoys the fineft Situation and Climate 
in the World, there is none more populous or better 
cultivated, there not being an Inch of Land without 
Fruit, Wheat, or Rice: There is no Country better 
water’d with Rivers, Canals, and Lakes, upon all 
which there are a great Number of Barks of all Sorts 
and Sizes, painted or gilt; fome full of Perfons of 
Diftintion, who have neater Apartments here than 
in their Houfes; others loaded with rich Merchan- 
dize; many defign’d for Parties of Pleafure. This 
Place may be called, as well as Hang tcheou in the 
Province of Iche kiang, a City. of Pleafure; no- 
thing is wanting here to complete the Pleafures of 
Life; therefore in the Chine/e Books there is an old 
Proverb that fays, Chang yeou tien tang, Hia yeou fou 
bang, Paradife is above, but below is Sow tcheou and 
Hang tcheou : One may truly fay that thefe two Cities 
are the Terreftrial Paradife of China. 7 
This City, like Hang icheou and fome others of the 
Empire, may be reckon’d three ; one within the Walls, 
which is above four Leagues round; another the 
Suburbs, which extends a great Way iy the Banks 
of the Canals; and a third in the Barks, which are 
fo many floating Houfes, rang’d upon the Waters 1a 
feveral Rows for above a League; many of thefe 
Barks are as big as our Third Rate Ships. 
It is impoffible to conceive the Pleafure of feeing all 
' thefe Things together, tho? never fo well defcribed : 
This great City has but fix Gates hy Land, and fix 
by Water; Upon {eeing the continual Motion of the 
| innumerable 
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frnumerablé Crowds of People, who come either to 
buy or fell, ore would imagine that all the Provinces 
€ame to trade at Sou icheon. The Works of Em- 
broldery, and the Brocades that are made here, are 
@fteemed all over the Empire, becaufe they ate beau- 
tifully wrought, and purchafed at a moderate Price, 
The Viceroy of the Eaftern Part of this Provitice re- 
fides here: Its particular Jurifdiction contains eight 
Cities, one of the Second Order, and feven of the 
Third ; they dfe all fine Cities, and area League and 
half, or two Léagiuies in Circuit. | : 

The Third City, Song kiarig fou. 
THIS City is built in the Water, and the Veffels, 


er rather the Chiacfe Jonks, enter the Town on all 


Sides, atid from thence fall down to the Sea, which is 
not far off: The ‘vaft Quantities of Cotton and of 
fine Goods of all Sorts, with which it furnifhes the 
Empire, as well as foreign Countries, render it famous 
and much frequented ; thefe Cotton Goods are fo fine 


_ when they are dyed they are taken for the firieft 


There ate but four Cities in this Jurifdiction, but 
yet it is very rich and fertile, for altho’ thefe Cities 
are of the Third Order, they are equal to the fineft for 
Extent, and for the great Refort of Traders, who | 
come hither from all Parts all the Year round, to car- 
ry on various Branches of Commerce: Such; for in- 
lance, is Ghang hal bien, where Ships belonging to 
Fo kien ate continually coming in, and going out to 
Trade at Sagan. | 
= The Fourth City, Tching tcheou fou. 


THIS is a2 noted City, and of great Trade; it 
is fituatéd near’ tle Canal by which the Barks go 
from Son febeou to the River Vang t/e kiang; it is 4- 
dorn’d with feveral Friampha!l Arches, and the Barks 
of the Canal that leads to it are cas'd with hewn 
? Stone: 
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Stone : It has five Cities of the Third Order under its 
Jurifdiction, but they are for the moft part very hand- 
fome and populous: Vouffie bien, for inftance, is at 
leaft a League and half round, without taking in the 
Suburbs, which are half a — in Length : It is 
_encompafs’d with a great Ditch like a Canal ; its Walls 
are twenty five Foot high, and kept in good Repair ; 
it has great Plenty of Water, which is very good, 
and efpecially for Tea, to which it gives an agree- 
able Flavour that it has not in any other Place. 


There are earthen Veffels made in another City of _ 


the fame Diftri&, which are thought to give alfo an 
admirable Smell to the Water that is ufed for Tea, 
on which Account thefe Veffels are preferr’d before 
the fineft China of King te tching ; this City carries 
on a great Trade in thefe Veffels. 


The Fifth City, Tching kiang fou. 


THIS is not one of the largeft Cities of the Pro- 
vince, for it is not abave a League in Circumference, 
but it is one of the moft confiderable for its Situation 
and Commerce; it is the Key of the Empire towards 
the Sea, and is alfo a Fortrefs, where there is always 
a ftrong Garrifon the Walls are above thirty Foot 
high in feveral Places, and built with Brick of four 
or five Inches thick: The Streets of the City and 
Suburbs are pav’d with Marble; it is fituated of the 
Banks of Za kiang, which in this Place is half a 

wide, and to the Eaft of an artificial Canal, 
which has been brought quite to the River. Six hun- 
dred Paces from the Shore there is a Mountain in the 
River, nam’d Kin chan, or the Golden Mountain, for 
its pleafant Situation: On the Top of it ftands a 


Tower of feveral Stories, This Ifland is at leaft 500 © 


Paces round, and is border’d with Idol Temples and 

the Houfes of the Bonzes. 
On the other Side of the River, half a League 
from {chin kiang, flands Koue icheou : Altho’ this Place 
. . 48 
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is not call’d a City, and is only efteemed a Ma teou, 
or Place of Trade, it is as confiderable as the- largeft 
Cities : The Suburbs of Ichin kiang are 1000 Geome- 
trical Paces in Length, and as populous as the City 
it felf; the Communication is preferv’d by Stone 
Bridges: There are fuch vaft Crowds in the Streets, 
and chiefly on the Port, that it is difficult to pafs a- 
long: Near the City fome very pleafant Hills rife in 
View: This Jurifdictionis of {mall Extent, for it has 
only Authority over three Cities of the Third Order. 


The Sixth City, Hoai ngan fou. 


THIS City, which is fituated in a marfhy Soil, 
and enclofed with a triple Wall, is wealthy, tho’ not 
very populous; it is in danger of being overflown 
by an‘extraordinary Rife of Water, for the City lies 
lower than the Canal, which 1s confin’d in many Places 
by Dikes of Earth ; but at two Leagues Diftance there 
is a Town in its Jurifdiction, named Tfing kiang 
pou, which is like the Port of the River Hoang bo, and 
is very large, populous, and full of Noife and Hurry. 
In this Place refides one of the great Mandarins call’d 
Tfong bo, which fignifies Surveyor-General of the 
Rivers, or Grand Mafter of the Waters: This Man- 
darin has a great many Officers under him, who have 
each their Diftri€t, and are ftation’d at convenient 
Places. : 

On the other Side of the Hoang bo there are fome 
Cities upon the Canal, which the Mahbometans have en- 
deavour’d to improve, by bringing a Trade to them, 
but without Succefs: Their Mofques are very high, 
and built entirely different from the Chinefe Tatte: 
After fuch a long Series of Generations they are ftill 
look’d upon as People of a foreign Original, and are 
now and then infulted on this Account ; but a few 
Years fince at Hang keou inthe Province of Hou quang, 
the Populace, being incenfed by fome rafh Mabome- 

tans, 
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tans, demolifh’d the Mofque that was built there, tho’ 
the Magiftrate endeavour’d to ftop their Fury. 
Marble is very common in the Diftrict of this City, 
whofe Fields produce Rice and Wheat, and are water'd 
with Rivers and Lakes, which yield all Sorts of Fith: 
Its Jurifdiction includes eleven Cities, two of the Se- 
cond Order, and nine of the Third. | 


The Seventh City, Yang Tcheou. - 


T HE Ai\rr of this City is mild and temperate, the 


Country pleafant and fruitful ; it is built on the Bank 


of the Royal Canal, which extends from the Ta kiang © 
northwards to the River Hoang ho, or the Yellow 


River: It carries on a great Trade in all manner of 
Chinefe Works, and is render’d extremely populous, 
chiefly by the Sale and Diftribution of the Salt that is 
made.on the Sea Coafts of this Jurifdiction and the 


Parts adjoining, and which is afterwards carried along. 


{mall Canals made for this Purpofe, which end in.com- 
munication with the great Canal beforemention’d. 
On the reft of the Canal from hence to Peking, 
there is no Town that can be compar’d to this; a great 
many rich Merchants tranfport this Salt into the Heart 
of the Empire, at a vaft Diftance from the Sea: The 


City is divided into feveral Quarters by feveral Canals. 


of frefh Water; there is fuch a Multitude of People 
in the Streets, and the Canals are fo crowded with 
Barks, that there is but juft Room enough to pafs: 
Here is alfo a Zartar Garrifon: Overagainft the Eaft 
Side there ftands a Bridge and a large Suburb; the 
Crowd 1s always fo great at this Place, that the Bridge 


prov’d too narrow for the Paffengers, fo that it was’ 


found abfolutely neceffary to keep a large Ferry-Boat 
about thirty Paces diftance, which is fcarcely fufficient 
to carry all that come, tho’ this Water is but twenty 


Paces wide. Yang tcheou is two Leagues in Circuit, . 
and is reckon’d to contain 2,000,000 Souls ; it has but. 


fix Cities of the Third Order in its Jurifdiction. The 
| Inha- 


TAI 


14.2 


The GeneRaL History of | 


Inhabitants are much inelin’d to Pleafure; they edu- 
cate with great Pains many young Girls, and learn 
them to fing, to play upon Inftruments, to paint, and 
every thing that is requifite to complete a genteef 
Education, and then fell them at a dear Rate to great 
Lords, who make them their Concubines, that is: to 
fay, their fecond Wives. . 


The Eighth City, Capital of the Weftern Part of the 
. Province; Ngan kiang fou. | 


THIS City is finely fituated, it borders upon 
three Provinces, and tho’ but five Days Journey dz- 
{tant from the Capital, it has a particular Viceroy. 
This Mandarin keeps a great Garrifon in a Fort that 
commands the Lake Po yang, at the Entrance of the 
Province of Kiang /i, and of the River Yang ife kang : 
It is very confiderable for its Frade and Riches, and. 
ig the Thoroughfare for all that comes to Nan king: . 
All the Country. of this Diftrict is very pleafant, 
open, and fruitful ; it contains fix Cities of the Third 
Order. 


The Ninth City, Hoei tcheou. 


T HIS is the moft fouthern City. of this Province, 
and one of the richeft in the Empire: The Arr at this 
Plage is healthful and temperate, altho’ it is furrounded 
with Mountains; its Jurifdiétion comprehends only fix 
"Fowns of the third Order: Its Inhabitants are reckon’d 
very skilful in Traffick ; there is no Town of the 
leaft Commerce without fome Merchants of Hoet tcheou, 
ner any Bank or Fund in which they are not fome of 
the principal Perfons concern'‘d. . 

he common People are frugal, and contented with 
a {mall Matter ; but they are bold and enterprizing in 
Commerce: There are fome Mines of Gold, Silver, 
amd Copper in thefe Mountains, and it is faid that 
the beft Tea grows in this Country. 


This 
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This City alfo makes the bef Indian Ink in China, 


= with which the Dealers of Nox king furnith them- 
elves. | 
The Art of making Ink, as well as al] the Arts 


which any way relate to the Sciences, 1s accounted 


honourable in Chiaa, where the Dignities of the Em- . 


pire are only atgain’d by Skill in the Scienees. ‘The 
Japarrd Works which are made at Hoei itsheeg, 
are preferr’d before all others, becaufe they are morg 
beautiful and betser finifhed than in any other Place: 
Alfo upon its Confines, which join ta the Diftrigt 
of Iao tcbeou, in the Province of Kiaug fi, there is 
- found the Earth which is partly carried te King ta 
iching ta make China-Ware. 


The Tenth City, Ning koue fou. 


THIS City ftands upon a tolerable River, that 
runs into the great River Yang t/e kiang: The Coun- 
try about it is very uneven, being furrounded by 
Mountains, but its Hills are very pleafant, and the 
Mountains cover’d with Woods produce excellent, 
Phyfical Herbs. Here are many Manufactures of Pa- 
per, which they make of a fort of Reed; it has fix 
Cities of the Thurd Order under its Jurifdiction. 

The Eleventh City, Tchi tcheou fou. 

ON this City depend fix others of the Third Oy- 
der; it is fituated on the Banks of the Great River 
Yang tfe kiang, and tho’ erviron’d with Mountains 
the Soil is neverthelefs fruitful, amd produces plea- 


tifully the Neceffaries of Life; if it fhould happea. 


to want any thing, it might. be fupply’d by the 
Kiang, which bears continually the Riches of feve- 
ral Provinces. 


The Twelfth City, ‘Fai ping fou. 


THIS City isvery opulent, and well fituated foy 
Trade, ftanding upon the great River Kiang, where 
it 
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it receives three Arms of other Rivers, which make 
it look like an Ifland; its Territory is alfo water’d 
by two Lakes, and contains only three Cities, of which 
Vou bou bien is the richeft. 


The Thirteenth City, Fong yang fou. 
THIS City is fituated on a Mountain not far 


| from the Yellow River, and enclofes within its Wajls- 


feveral Hills: This Diftrict is very extenfive, for it 
contains eighteen Cities, five of the Second, and thir- 
teen of the Third Order, befides a great Number of 
Ma teou, or Places of Commerce, fettled upon the 
Rivers for the Convenience of Trade, and of colleét- 
ing the Emperor’s Duties. This Extent is eighty 
Leagues wide from Eaft to Weft, and about fixty 


. Leagues in Length from North to South, which 1s 


greater than the largeft Province of Europe: As this 
was the Birth Place of Hong Vou, firft Emperor of the 
preceding Dynafty, he had a Defign to render it fa- 
mous by building’a ftately City here for the Capital 
of the Empire, which he undertook in the Year 
1367. After he had driven out the weftern Tartars, 
who had rul’d China during eighty feven Years, he fix’d 
his Court at this Place, and callPd it Fong Yang, 
which fignifies, The Brightnefs ofthe Eagle. He in- 
tended to make it the greateft and moft celebrated 
of the Empire, but the Roughnefs of the Ground, 
the Scarcity of fweet Water, and the Neighbour- 
hood of his Father’s Monument, made him alter 
his Refolution: By the. unanimous Advice of his 


«principal Officers he remov’d the Court to Nan king, 


which is much more beautiful and convenient, and 


is but thirty two Leagues diftant from Fong yang. 


As foon as this was refolv’d upon, the Works 
which were begun immediately ceafed: The Imperial 
Palace, which was to have had a triple Inclofure, the 
Walls, that were to be nine Leagues round, the Ca- 
nals that were projected, were all abandon’d: There 

were 
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were only three Monuments finifhed, which are {till 
remaining, the Grandeur and Beauty of which fhew 
how magnificent this City would have been, if the 
Emperor had compleated his firft Defign. 

The firft remaining Monument is the Tomb of 
Hong vou’s Father; it 1s adorn’d with every thing 
that the Chinefe Induftry or filial Gratitude could in- 
vent, that was moft beautiful in its kind, and is call’d 
[ Hoang lin, or] The Royal Tomb. 

The fecond is a Prifon built in the midft of the City; 
its Shape is an oblong Rectangle, and is one hundred 
Foot high, divided into four large Stories, founded 
on a maffive Pile of Brick forty Foot high, a hun- 
dred long, and fixty broad; it is accounted the high- 
eft in China, and is feen at a great Diftance. . 

The third is a ftately Temple erected to the Idol 
Fo, and was formerly a little Pagod. Hong vou be- 
ing reduced to Want, by the Lofs of his Parents, re- 
tired to this Place at Seventeen Years old, and ferved 
here feveral Years as Scullion; at length being tired 
of this lazy Life, he entred himfelf a Soldier under 
a Captain of fome Banditti who revolted againft the 


Tartars, where foon giving Proofs of his Valour, | 


the Captain, whofe Love ‘he had_ gain’d, . made 
him his Son-in-law, and foon after he was decla- 
red his Succeffor by the unanimous Confent of his 
‘Troops. | : 

Upon this, feeing himfelf at the Head of a,confi- 
derable Party, he began to extend his Views even to 
| the Throne: His Reputation had already brought 
to the Army a great many People of Credit, at 
the Head‘ of which he valiantly attack’d the Zar- 
tars, and entirely defeating them feiz’d on Nan king 
and feveral neighbouring Cities, and continued to 
purfue them, till he had driven them quite out of Chi- 


na: He was Conqueror in all the Battles he fought, - 


for which Reafon he was nam’d Hong vou, which 
fignifies, a Prince always vittorious. 
Vou. I. | L As 
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As foon as he was made Emperor he caus'd this 
ftately Tanple before-mention’d to be built for the 


- Bonzes, who had reliev’d him in his Diftrefs, ra- 


ther out of Gratitude to Them, than for any Regard 
to the Idols. It was begun by a Row of five great 
Apartments, built like the Imperial Palace, and flank’d 
with feveral Halls and Lodgings for the Bonzes; he 
affign’d them a Revenue to maintain conveniently 
300 Perfons under a Chief of the Se&, whom he 
conftituted a Mandarin to govern them independant 
of the City-Magiftrates. This Pagod was calld, 
[Long hing fe, that is,| The Temple from whence the 
Dragon iffued, becaufe the Emperor’s Arms are a 
Dragon with five Claws: It was kept up all the 
time of the preceding Dynafty, but afterwards, du- 
ring the Civil Wars, it has been almoft demo- 
lifted, and there remain at prefent only five large 
Buildings. 

The prefent Dynafty of the Zartars have taken 
no Care to repair this Temple, fo that now there 
are not above twenty of thefe idolatrous Priefts 


_remaining, and they are almoft reduc’d to Beg- 


ary. 

. There is {carce any thing worthy of Notice in Pong 
yang befides thefe Monuments, for it has been fo ruin’d 
by ake Wars, that from an Imperial City it is dimi- 
nifh’d toa large Village: It is pretty well Peopled, and 
indifferently built in the middle, but all the reft con- 
fifts only of low Thatcht Houfes, or open Fields that 
bear Tobacco, which is the only Wealth and Com- 
merce of the Country. 

In the neighbouring Mountains there is found a 
gteat dealof ‘Talk, and Red Wormwood, which the 
Phyficians ufe. This Country is made fruitful by 
fome fine Rivers, and among others the great River 
Hai bo, which rifing in the Mountains of the Province 
of Ho nan croffes the whole Country, and after a 


long Courfe paffés thro’ the Lake Hong ife, and then 
oe - dif- 


~ 
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difcharges itfelf into the Hoang bo, about thifty-nine 
Leagues béfore it arrives at the Sea, , | 


The Fourteenth City, Liu tcheou fou. 


T HE Country wherein this Ciry is fituated is very 
pledfant and fruittul; the Lake Zriao, in the midft 
of which there is a Mountain, yields all forts of 
Fifh, and waters the Fields fo well, that they pro- 
ducé all kinds of Grain and Fruits, and efpecially 
the beft Tea in great Plenty ; and ’tis chiefly for the 
latter that this Country is famous: They make here 


_ alfo very good Paper. Its Mountains, efpecially 


thofe in the Neighbourhood of Lou kiang bien, are 
cover’d with vety fine Trees; ‘and there is a re- 
miarkable Bridge néar Lou ngan tcheou. Its Dittrict 
Is pretty large, containing eight Cities, two of the 
Second Order, and fix of the Third. 

The Ifand of 'Tfong ming. 

THES Ifland, which is in the Province of Kiang 
man, is fepardted ftom it on the Weft only by an 
firm of the Séa, which is but ftve or fix Leagues 
over: They fayit was fotm’d by degrees of the Earth, 
which the great River Yang tfe kiang wafhes down 
from the many Provinces it waters, for which rea- 
fon, befides T/ong ming, it is commonly call’d [Kiang 
che, which fignifies]. the Zengue of the River, either 
bécaufe, bemg much longer than broad, tt refembles the 
Shape of a Tongue, or becaufe it is placed juft in the 
Mouth of this great River. In former Ages this 
was a defart and fandy Country, overgrown with 
Reeds, infomuch that the greateft Criminals and 
Robbers were tranfported to this Ifand, with a View 
to purge the Empire; and the firft that were fet on 
Shore found themfelves under a Neceffity either of 
Starving, or getting their Food out of the Bofom of 
the Earth: The Love of Life madesthem active 


and induftrious, fo that they clear’d this uncultivated 
La Earth, 


147 


148 


The GeneRAL History of 


- Earth, fow’d the few Seeds they brought with them, 


and it was not a great while before they reap’d the Fruits 
of their Labour. At length fome Chine/e Families, who 
were ready to ftarve on the Continent, bethought 
themfelves alfo of going to this Ifland, that by cul- 
tivating it they might relieve their extreme Indi- 
gence ; accordingly they went,thither, and divided the 
Lands amongft them. 

Thefe new Comers, not being able to clear all the 
Land they had appropriated to themfelves, call’d other 
Families from off the Continent to their Affiftance, 
and yielded to them for ever a Part of the Lands, on 
Condition that they fhould pay annually, in divers 
Goods, a Rent proportionable to their Harveft; the 


_ Dues exacted by the firft Proprietors are call’d Quo 


teou,; and continue to this Day. 
The Ifland of Zfong ming is about twenty Leapues 
long, and five or fix broad ; there is but one City in 


it, which is of the Third Order; the Walls of it are 


very high, well terrafs’d, and furrounded with Ditches 
full of Water ; the Country is divided by an infinite 


‘Number of Canals, that have high Banks to defend. 


it from Inundations, for the Land is level, hav- 
ing no Hills; the Air is healthful and temperate, 
and the Country agreeable: Here are large ‘Towns 
{catter’d about the Ifland at convenient Diftances, where- 


in are a great Number of Shops well furnifh’d with 


all manner of Neceffaries and Conveniencies of Life, 
and difpers’d between each Town: There are as ma- 
ny Houfes about the Country, as there are Families 
employ’d in Tillage; but thefe Houfes are not very 
fine, except fuch as belong to the Rich, and they are 
built with Brick, and cover’d with Tiles, while thofe 
of the ordinary People are thatch’d Cottages, made 
of little elfe but Reeds. The Trees planted along 
the: fides of the Ditches full of Running - Water, 
which furround their Houfes, is an Advantage ow- 


ing to Art. . | 
, The 


- 
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The Highways are very narrow, and are bor- 
dered with little Shops that fell Refrefhments to 


‘Travellers ; and indeed one would almoft imagine. 


the whole Ifland to be but orfe exceeding large Vil- 


lage. Here are no Wild-fowl, but great Numbers - 
of large Geefe, Ducks, Hens, Hogs, and Buffaloes, — 
but thefe latter are wed only for Tillage. Here. 
is but little Fruit, except large Limons and fimall 


four Oranges proper for Sauces, Apricots, great 
Peaches, the Fruit nam’d Ze é/e, which I defcribe 
in another Place, and large Water-Melons ; but all 
forts of Herbs and Pulfe may be had in-all Seafons 
of the Year. | | 

- The Land is not alike throughout the Ifland, 
the Produce of it being very different: That to- 
wards the North is not cultivated, but the Reeds 


which grow here naturally produce a. confidesable - 


Revenue: As there are no Trees in the whole Ifland, 


they ufe part of thefe Reeds to build Houfes in the » 


Country ; the other Part ferves to burn, and fupplies 


Fuel not only for the whole Ifland, but alfo for {ome 


part of the neighbouring Centinent. The fecond Sort 


_ of Land is that which extends from the firft quite to., 


the Sea on the South-fide ; this produces two me 
every Year, one of Grain, which is generally in the 


Month of May; the other of Rice or Cotton; of 


Rice in*September, ef Cotton a little later: Their 
Grain are Rice, Wheat, Barley, anda fort of Beard- 


ed Corn, which, tho’ it refembles Wheat, is never-  ~ 


thelefs of a different Nature. There is a third Sort of 
Land, which, tho’ it appears barren, produces a great- 
er Revenue than all the reft; it confifts of a whitifh 
Earth. found in feveral Parts of the North-fide of 
the Ifland, from whence they get fuch a great Quanti- 


ty of Salt, that it fupplies not only the LIfland, . 


but Part of the Continent. It would be difficult to 
give a Reafon why certain Portions of Land, {cat- 
tered up and down a Country, fhould be fo full of 

, L 3 Salt 
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Salt as not to produce a Blade of Grafs, while the 
contiguous Lands are very fruitful in Corn and Cot- 
ton; it alfo frequently happens that the fruitful Soil 
grows full of Salt, while the Salt Earth becomes fit 
to bear Corn. 

"Phefe are thofe Secrets of Nature which Human 
Wifdom in vain endeavours to difcover, and which 


‘ought to increafe our Admiration of the Power and 


Greatnefs of the Author of Nature. 


The Fhird Province of the Empire of CHINA, 
— Kiang fi. 
) | 

EI1S Province is bounded on the North by that 

of Kiang nan, on the Weft by Hou quang, on the 
South by Quang tong, and ig has on the Eaft Po kien 
and {che kiang; the Mountains which it has to the 
South, and which join to thofe of the Provinces of 
Quang tong and Fo kien, are almoft inacceffible ; but 
we may difcover afterwards very fine Vallies, and the 
Country thereabouts is very well cultivated. : 

Neverthelefs it is fo well peopled, that, tho’ it is fo 
very fruitful, it does, not yield much more Rice than 
what is fufficient to nourifh its Inhabitants: Befides 
they are accounted of a very fordid Difpofition, and 
their covetous Humour draws upon them the Jefts, 
of the Chinefe of the other Provinces: Otherwife they . 
have an excellent Genius, and this Province furnifhes - 
a great many Learned Mea who obtain the Degrees, 
and advance themfelves in the Magiftracy. 

Kiang fi is water’d with Brooks, Lakes, and Rt- 
vers, which abound with all manner of Fifh, efpe- 
cially with Salmon, Trout, and Sturgeon. The 
Mountains, with which the Province is furrounded, 
are either cover’d with Wood, or famous for their 

Muinerals, 
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Minerals, Simples, and Phyfical Herbs. The Soil 


produces all the Neceffaries of Life in great Plenty, 
and is very rich in Mines of Gold, Silver, Lead, 
Iron and Tin. They make here very fine 
Stuffs ; and their Wine, which is made of Rice, is 
reckon’d delicious by the Chinefe. It is above all fa- 
mous for the fine China Ware which is made at King 
te tcbing, and for the Rice it produces, which is 
much efteem’d in the Empire; at Kiang fi they load 
many of the or Barks with it. | 
The Flower Ls 


in Lakes, like the Nexupbar in Europe, which is found 


in Standing-Waters, but, it is very different from 


Nenupbar both in Reot, Blofforn, and Fruit: No- 
| ae is more agreeable than to fee whole Lakes full 
of Fl 


owers, improv’d and renew’d every Year by the. 


Séed which they fow; the great Lords keep thefe 
Flowers in little Ponds, and fometimes in’ great Vef- 
fels, filled with Mud and Water, which they place in 
their Gardens and Courts, by way of Ornament. 
This Flower, which rifes above the Water two 
or three Cubits, is not unlike our Tulips, and has a 
little Ball fupported by a {mall Filament, like that 
which is found in Lillies; its Colour is either Vio- 
Ist, or White, or part Red and part White; its Smell 
very agrecable,. the Fruit is as big as a Nut, and the 
Kernel: which: it. includes is white and of a good 
‘Fafte: ‘Fhe Phyficians efteem it, and think it is of 


a nourifhing and ftrengthening Nature, therefore they 


‘prefcribe it to thofe who are wéak, or thofe who af- 
ter a great Sicknefs recover their Streigth with Dif- 
ficulry. Its Leaves are long, and {wim upon the Wa- 
ter, comnmunicating with the Root by long Strings ; 
the Gardeners ufe them to wrap up their Goods ; the 
Root is knotty, like that of ‘Reeds, and the Pith and 
Pulp are very white; it is reckoned very good, and 
rauch eaten, efpecially in Summer, becaufe it is very 

L cooling. 


| boa, which is much valaed in | 
China, is found almoft every where, but grows chiefly . 
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cooling. There is nothing in this Plant but what is 
ufeful, for they make of it even a kind of Meal, 
which is employ’d for different Purpofes. 

The River Kan kiang divides the whole Province 
into two Parts, which contain thirteen Cities of the 
Firft Order, and feventy eight of the Second and 
Third Orders. 


The Firft City, Capital of the Province Nan 

tchang fou. | 
T HIS is one of the beft Cities which are fituated 
on the Banks of fine Rivers: It was formerly deftroy’d 
by the Zartars, whofe Yoke it refufed to bear; tor 
which reafon they burnt it, and there remain’d no- 

thing of it but the Walls; but it is fince rebuilt. 

The Circumference of the Walls is not very great ; 
the River is pretty deep in the Harbour ; but that 
which makes it fo great a Trading-Place are the 
Canals and Rivers, from whence they may land on 
all Sides: It is not far from the great Lake Po yang. 


- At the end of this Lake the River paffes, which 


comes from the Southern Extremity of the Province, 
after having receiv’d almoft all the Rivers of this 
Country into its Channel. | 

‘The China Ware, which 1s made in the Diftri&t of 
Jao tcheou fou, built upon the Eaftern Side of the 
fame Lake, is the Merchandife on which all its Com- 
metce depends, and which draws hither a great Num- 
ber of Merchants from all the Provinces; .for that - 
fort of China Ware, which is made at Canton in the 
Province of Fo kien, and in fome other Places, is not 
fo much efteem’d in China, as Earthen Ware is in 
Europe : Strangers cannot be miftaken in it, for it is as 
white as Snow, does not fhine, nor is ftain’d with any 
kind of Colour. 

It is likely that the Water of the Place, where they 
make this China Ware, contributes to its Beauty and 
Goodnefs ; for they do not fucceed fo well in other 

| Places, 
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Places, although they make ufe of the fame Mate- - 


tials, ‘Thefe Materials are not only found upon the 


 Confines of this Province, but in a like Place upon the | 


Confines of the Province Kiang nan; but what Sort of 


Earth, and how it is to be work’d, fhall be thewn in ~ 


the Sequel of this Work: And as a Defcription. only 
is not fufficient to diftinguifh exactly the Stones and 


Earth which they make ufe of, I have had fomeSam- __ 


ples fent me from China of thefe different Materials, 
which are in the Poffeffion of the learned Mr. De 


Reaumur, one of the illuftrious Members of the Aca- - 


demy of Sciences, who is very capable of finding the 
like, if there is any in France. 


There are eight Cities depending on Nan tchang, . 
whereof feven are of the Third, and one only of the 


Second Order. Its Fields are fo well cultivated, that 


they fcarce find Places where their Cattle may graze. | 


It has always furnifhed a great many Learned Men, 
and is full of Perfons of Diftinction. 


Here the Viceroy keeps his Court, and here live fe- 


veral confiderable Officers and Magiftrates: Under 


_ the preceding Dynafty many Princes of the Imperial 
Family refided here, whofe Fortune was incumber’d, . 


but not without Luftre: At prefent all the Princes are 
at Court, and are not permitted to retire from it. 


The Second City, Iao tcheou fou. 
THIS City, which has in its Jurifdiétion feven other 


Cities of the Third Order, is very finely fituated, and - 
ftands upon the Northern Bank of the Lake Po yang, 


and is furrounded with Rivers. which run into this 
Lake. ‘The whole Country is flat, and the Rivers 
which water it render it extremely fertile; but above 
all it is famous for the fine China Ware which is made 
in a Town in its Diftri&t, call’d King te tching. 

' This Town, where the beft Makers of China Ware 
live, is as populous as the greateft Cities of China, and 


wants nothing but Walls to make ita City. Thefe 
: | Places 
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Places are call’d Yching, that are of great Refort and 
Commerce, but not Wall’d. . They compute in this 
Town more than 1,000,000 of Souls: They confume 
here every Day more than 10,000 Loads of Rice, 
and above a 1000 Hogs, without mentioning other 
Animals which they feed. upon. The Lodgings of the 
great Merchants take up a vaft Space, and contain 
a prodigious Number of Workmen. 


King te tching is a League and a half long, ftanding 


on the Side of a fine River, and is not a confufed _ 
_ Heap of Houfes, as one would imagine; the Streets 


are very long, and cut and crofs one another at a cer- 
tain Diftance ; all the Ground is made ufe of, fo 
that the Houfes are rather too much confin’d, and the 
Streets too narrow; in going through them one 


‘ feems to be in the middle of a Fair, and hears on all 


fides the Noife the Porters make to clear the Way. 
Fhe Charge of Living is here much more confider- 
able than at Igo tcheou, becaufe they, fetch from other 
Places every thing they confume, even to the Wood 
they burn in their Stoves, which at prefert comes near 
a hundred Leagues off. Yet, notwithitanding the dear- 
nefs of Provifions, this Place is the Refuge of an infi- 


_mite number of poor Families, who have not where- 


on to fubfift in the Cities round about. Here is 
Employment for the Young and the Weak, and 
even the Blind and the Lame get their Livelyhood by 
grinding the Colours. Formerly they computed here 
but 300 Stoves for Chinu Ware, now they amount to 
about 500. 

King te tching is fituated in a Plain environ’d with 
high Mountains; that towards the Faft, on whofe 
Side it ftands, forms outwardly a fort of a Semi-circle. 
‘Fhe Mountains which are on the Side give Paffage 


' to two Rivers which unite; one: is little, the other - 


’ 


very great, and forms a fine Port near a League long 
in a great Bafon, where it lofes much of its Rapidity : 
One fees fometimes in this vaft Space two or three’ 
Rows of Barks following one another. 
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When we.enter by one of the Straights into the 
Port, the Vortices of Flame and Smoke, which rife in 
different Places, caufe one immediately to obferve 
the Extent, the Breadth, and Windings of King te 
tching ; at Night it feems like a vaft City on fire, 
or like a great Furnace which has many Vent-hales. 
Strangers are not permitted to lie at King te tching ; 
they muft either pafsthe Night in their Barks, or 
lodge with their Acquaintance, who pafs their Word 
for their Conduct. Vhis Policy, join’d to that which 
is obferv’d Night and Day in the Town, in the fame 

anner as in the Cities, keeps every thing in Order, 
‘nd eftablifhes perfeét Security, ia 2 Place whofe 
Riches would excite the Defire of an infinite num- 
ber of Thieves. ; 


Fhe Third City, Keoang fin fou. 


ALTHOUGH this City is fituated in the midft of 
Mountains, which for the moft part are very high, and. ° 
of a great Extent, the Country is not the lefs fertile 


or inhabited ; a great many of thefe Mountains are 


divided into plow’d Grounds, which yield in nothing ° 
to the moft fertile Plains, and contain a great many | 


"Fowns and Vilkages.- Some of the Mountains are 
cover’d with Forefts, and others produce a fine Cry- 


ftal: They make here very good Paper, and the beft 


Candles in the Empire. 


All this Country borders upon the Provinces of Fo: 


kien and {che kiang 3, it is fo eafy. ta take Refuge in 
the Mountains, that it gave an Occafion formerly to 
Thieves of committing Rokberies unpunifhed, and the 
Emperor kept a ftrong Garrifon in the City tq purfue 
them. As the Entrance into the Province on this 
fide is through narrow Lanes, which. the Mountains 
lock up on both Sides, it is very eafy to defend thefe 
Paffages, and, in cafe of an Infurrection of a Neigh- 
bouring Province, to fecure themfelves from an In- 
vafion. The Jurifdiction of Koang fin. fou ' contains 
_feven Cities of the Third Order. : The 
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The Fourth City, Nan hang fou. . . 

‘THIS City, which has in its Diftrict but four Cities 
of the Third Order, is fituated upon the Banks of 
the celebrated Lake Po yang. This Lake is thirty 
Leagues long, and about forty broad ; it affords all 
forts of excellent Fifh, and divides into two Parts . 
this Diftric&t of the Province : The Fields produce | 

great Quantities of Rice, Wheat, Fruits, and Pulfe. 
The Mountains are partly cultivated, and partly co- 
ver’d with thick Woods, fome whereof are five Leagues 
in length: A fort of Hemp grows about the City, of 
which they make Cloaths very convenient for Summer. 


The Fifth City, Kieou kiang fou. 
THIS is a large and very great trading City ; it is 


. fituated upon the Southern Bank of the River Yang 


tfe kiang, and nigh the Place where the great Lake 


“Po yang unites with the River ; fo that it is incompafied 


with Water on the North and Eaft. Itis the Ren- | 
dezvous of all the Barks which go and come from 


the other Cities of this Province, and the Provinces 


of Kiang nan and Hou ae Although it is a hun- 
dyed Leagues diftant from the Sea, they take in the 
River, which washes its Walls, Salmon, Dolphins and 
Sturgeon : It ebbs and flows every New and Full 
Moon, and its Waters glide fo flowly from theCity to 
the Sea, that its Current is fcarcely perceivable. 


The fixth City, Kien tchang fou. 
- THIS City ftands upog the Frontier of the Pro- 
vince Fo kien, in a pleafant. and fruitful Country. - 
Five Cities of the Third Order are dependant on it; 


it.is now famous, but was much more fo formerly. 


The Wine which they make here of Rice is pretty 
good, but the common Rice is little valued, and the 
People of Note fetch it for their own Ufe trom an 
adjacent City ; yet they have a fort of red Rice, which 

: is 
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is pleafant to the Tafte, and very wholefome. They 


make here a fort of Cloth of Hemp, which is efteem’d . 


and made ufe of during the Heat of Sammer. 


The Seventh City, Vou tcheou fou, or Fou tcheou fou. 


. THIS City is fituated upon the Bank of a River; in 
‘a great and pretty fertile Plain ; the Circumference 
of its Walls is larger than any City of France, ex- 
cept Paris: Its Jurifdiction reaches twenty or five 
and twenty Leagues ;. fix Cities of the Third Order 
belong to it. : | 

If one may judge of it from what remains, it 
was before the late Wars one of the moft flourifh- 
-ing Cities in the Empire; but fince it was fack’d 
by the Zartars, it is nothing but a Heap of Rub- 
bifh, among which there are here and there fome 
Houfes, which they endeavour to repair, and which 
form forts of Hamlets, Villages, and Towns, within 
the Circumference of the City, except on the Eaft 
Side, which is well built, where moft of the Manda- 
rins Tribunals are fituated. . 

They. reckon in the City and Suburbs there are 
near forty or fifty thoufand Souls. The Country 
is likewife very populous, and very well im- 
prov’d. In many Places they have two Crops of 
Rice every Year, and it is from the Diftri& of this 
City that they take, moft commonly, the greateft Part 
of the Rice, which the Province 1s oblig’d-to fur- 
nifh every Year to the Emperor: The Rice herea- 
bouts is very good, and white as Snow. 

The Air is fine and very wholefome; nothing can 
be more pleafant than its Mountains, from whence 
iffue feveral Brooks and Rivers, which water the 
whole Country, and render it fruitful. They have 
alfo Provifion in abundance: Figs grow here 
very well. A Mi*£ffionary in this Place planted 
Vines in his Garden, which bore very good black 
Grapes, of which he made Wine; but as for bre 
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Fruits they hardly come to Perfection, probably be- 


caufe the Soil is too moitt. 


| The Eighth City, Lin kiang fou. | 
IN the Jurifdi€tion of this City, and at three 
Leagues diftance upon the Bank of a great River, 
which coming from the South runs through all the 
Province, there ftands a Zching or Town, in 
which there is a.great Trade for Drugs and Simples , 


becaufe it is a noted Poft, where the Barks loaded 


with Medicinal Herbs, of which they compofe their 
Remedies, refort from all the Southern Parts, and 
where they come from other Provinces to purchafe 
them. As for the City itfelf, it is but thinly peo- 
pled, has but httle rade, and they live very {paring- 
ly therein; and they fay of it, by way of Derifion, that 
one Hog ferves the whole City two Days. There are 
but four Cities, and thofé of the Third Order, de- 
pendant on it. 

It is fituate two Leagues and a half from the Great 
River, and ftands upon the Banks ef the River 2% ko. 
Its Soil is good, and the Climate wholefome: They 
have excellent Oranges, which they tranfport into 
the adjacent Provinces, and is the chiefeft Branch of 
their Commerce. The Mountains round about are 
either cover’d with great Trees, or are cultivated 
in the manner-of Terras-Walks, rifing one above 
another. - 


The Ninth City, Ki ngan fou. 
NINE Cities of the Third Order are under 


the Jurifdiction of This, which is fituated on the 


Banks of the River Kan biang. It is here that oné 
begins to perceive the Danger of going down 


‘this River; the Water running with great Swift- 


nefs amongft Rocks, which lie juft beneath thé 
Surface of it, one runs the Risk of perifhing, with- 
out a skilful Pilot; thofe Barks which have none, 
| provide 
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provide them in this City to guide them through 
thefe dangerous Places, at leaft they hire Men to affift 
in navigating the Bark; for there are eighteen 
Currents, which require much Strength and Dexteri- 
ty, either going up or coming down: They call it 
Che pa tan: Although the Country is uneven, the 
Vallies: and Fields are neverthelefs agreeable and fer- 
tile. They fay that the Mountains afford Mines of 
Gold and Silver. 


The Tenth City, Choui tcheou fou. 


THIS City is fituated upon the Banks of an Arm 
of the Kan kiang : Two Enclofures of the Walls make 
~ it refemble two Cities, which are feparated by a Ri- 
ver that is navigable for great Boats all the Year 
round, efpecially from February to Augujt, when it 
is fwell’d by the Rains. ea 
Thefe two Enclofures communicate with one ano- 
ther by two Bridges, one of Stone, which has more 
than ten Arches well built, and the other is of | 
Boats, which rife or fink according as the’ Water in- 
creafes or decreafes. In one ofthefe Enclofures, which 
they call the North City, all the Mandarins of what 
degree foever make their Abode, Mandarins of the 
People, Mandarins of Arms, and Mandarins of Li- 
terature ; they likewrfe call it the Mandarin City. The 
ether Inclofure, which they call the South City, in- 
cludes all the Families of Note, the Burghers, and 
the Common People; there is not one Mandarin. As 
the Gates of both the Cities are fhut during the 
Night, if there fhould happen any Difturbance in 
this laft, the Mandarin could not remedy it as foon 
as might be neceffary in fome Cafes. | 
The Air is mild, and fo wholefome that they 
have given it the Name of Happy. The Country is 
waterd with Rivulets, in which they find Particles 
- of Gold and Sibver, Its Fields are very fertile, and 
yield Rice enough, befides what they ufe to Py 
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the Tribute to the Emperor. ‘The Mountains and 


-Forefts round about make an agreeable Profpect : 


They get Lapis Lazuli out of thefe Mountains. 


The Eleventh City, Yuen tcheou fou. 
THIS City yields to none in regard of the Fruit- 


~ falnefS of its Soil, and the Plenty of every thing 
which can be defir’d ; it ftands upon the Banks of the 


River % bo. There is in its Out-parts a little Lake 
border’d with Pleafure-Houfes, where its Inhabitants 
go often to regale themfelves ; it furnifhes the reft 
of the Empire with Plenty of Vitriol and Allum; as 
for the reft, its Liberties are fmall, for they contain ~ 
but four Cities of the Third Order. 


The Twelfth City, Kan tcheou fou. 


THIS is a City of great Refort, which may be 
eompar’d for its Extent to Roan ; it is fituated on 
the River from which it has its Name, although it 
receives another in this Place, which they call Icbang 
bo : It is almoft as great a Trading-Place as the 
Capital. | 

They fay there is an abundance of Medicinal 
Herbs in its Mountains, as well as in thofe of Quang 
fin fou, at the Bottom of which the Chief of the Bon- 


-ze Tao fii, known by the magnificent Name of 
Tien fe, that is, Heavenly Mafter, has his Refidence, 


| Between Kan tcheou and Nan ngan, which | fhall 
fpeak of prefently, there are nothing but Defarts ; 
but from Kan tcheou to Nan tchang, that is, for more 
than fixty Leagues by the River, the Country is de- 
lightful, populous and fertile. 

A Day’s Journey from Kan tchgou is that very rapid 
Current, twenty Leagues in length, which I mention- 
ed in the Defcription of the City Ki ngan fou. When 
we have once paft this dangerous Place, we come into 


and 


r 
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and fo cover’d with Barks, that at any Hour of the 


Day one may count more than fifty Ships of Burden 
under Sail. 


This Country bordering upon the Provinces of. 


Hou quang, Fo kien, and Quang tong, was formerly 


" infefted with Robbers, on account of the Facility of 
flying out of Sne Province into another; they efta-— 


blifh’d here a Zao ye, which is a Governor of two 
Cities of the Firft Order: They erected here like- 
wife a Cuftom-Houfe, to receive the Duties on Mer- 
chandizes, which are tranfported on the two Rivers. 


Near the Walls of Kan tcheou, and where thefe - 


two Rivers unite, there is a Bridge of Boats, which 
are faften’d to one another with Iron Chains: Near 
this Bridge is the Office, where a Receiver comes every 


Day to vifit the Barks, and examine whether they have » 


paid the Duty which I mentioned before: One of 


thefe Boats belonging to the Bridge. 1s fo contriv’d, » 
that they can open a Paflage to let the Barks through ,j . 


but it is not done till after they have been éxamin’d. 


The Jurifdiction of this City extends a great Way, - 


for it contains twelve Towns of the Third Order; but 
what is moft remarkable is, that its Soil produces a 


great many of the Trees from which the Varnifh . 


diftills, and this Varnifh is reckon’d the beft in 
Ching. = * | 
_ Lhe Thirteenth City, Nan ngan fou. - 


° THIS is the moft Southern City of the Province ; 
it is as large as Orleans, populous, and handfome, 


has a great Trade, and is a Place of much Refort: It . 
is here that they muft land all the Merchandizes 


which are tranfported from the Province of Quang 
tong. Its Suburbs are larger than the City ;° there 
are but four Cities of the Third Order dependant 
on it. | 


To go from Nan ngan to Nan biong, which is 
the firft City you come to in the Province of Quang . 


Vou. I, M hong, 
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tong, you muft go about ten Leagues by Land: At 


the end of two Leagues there is a Mountain, {fo fteep 
that they have cut it like Stairs; at the Top of the 
Mountain there is a Rock about forty Foot deep, 
through which they were obliged to cut, to open a 


Paffage. Although thefe Mountains are not cultivated, * 


the Spaces between them are, and produce as much 
Rice as the moft fruitful Vallies. 





The Fourth Province of the Empire of China, 
ss Fo kien. 


THIS is one of the leaft, and yet one of the 

richeft Provinces of the Empire; its Situation is 
commodious for Navigation and Commerce, the Cli- 
mate is hot, but the Air is very pure and healthy : 


As Part of it borders upon the Sea, they take there 


a great Quantity of Fifh, which are dried and falted 
in order to be carried into the Midland Provinces of 


the Empire: Its Shores are very uneven, by reafon of 


the Number and Variety of its Bays ; there are many 
Fortreffes built there to guard the Coafts: It con- 
tains nine Fou, or Cities of the Firft Rank, and fixty 
Een, or Cities of the Third Rank : Among the nine 
Fou is reckoned Yai ouan, Capital of the Ifle of .For- 
mefa: Its Mountains, by the Jnduftry of the — 
are almoft every where difpofed into a kind of Amphi- 
theaters, with Terraffes placed one above another, and 
all covered with Rice; the Fields are watered by 
great Rivers and Springs that iffue from the Moun- 
tains, which the Husbandmen condué& in fuch a 
manner as to overflow the Rice when they pleafe, 
becaufe it grows beft in watry Ground; they have 
got the Secret of raifing the Water to the ‘Fop of the 


higheft Mountains, which they convey from one . 


Mountain 


é 
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Mountain to another by Pipes of Bamboo, which is — 


found in great Quantities in this Province. 

Befides that the Province of Fo kien abounds with 
every thing that grows in moft other Provinces of 
the Empire, the Commerce which the Inhabitants have 


with Fapan, the Philippines, the Ifland of Formofa, - 


Fava, Camboya, Siam, &c. renders it extremely rich: 
They have Musk, Precious Stones, Quick-filver, Silk, 
Hempen-Cloth, Callico, Steel, and all forts of Uten- 


fils wrought to the. greateft Perfection ; and they im- 


port from other Countries Cloves, Cinnamon, Pepper, 
Sandal-wood, Amber, Coral, and many other Com- 
modities of this Nature: Its Mountains are covered 
with Trees fit for building of Ships: They have Mines 


of Lead and Iron; ’tis fuppofed they have alfo Gold © 


and Silver, but it is fofbidden to dig for thefe un- 
der Pain of Death. As for Fruit it produces excel- 
lent Oranges, larger than common, which have the 
Tafte and Smell of Mufcadine Grapes ; the Peel of 
thefe Oranges comes off eafily, it is thick, and of a 
golden Colour ; they preferve them with Sugar, and 
fend them to other Provinces: Befides thefe there are 
fine red Oranges, of which we have given a Defcrip- 
tion in another Place. The moft remarkable Things 
that grow here, as well as in the Province of Quang 
tong, are two forts of Fruits peculiar to China, which 
are highly valued, viz. Li chi and Long yuen, which 
are mentioned in the Beginning of this Work : I only 
add, that there is hardly any Fruit in the World to 
be compared to Li chi for its Delicioufnefs, efpecially 
if it be that Sort which has a fmall Stone or Kernel 
in it. The Plant called Zien boa which grows there, 
and the Dyers ufe to dye Blue, is much more 
efteemed than that which grows in other Provinces, 
Every City there has its particular Diale¢t, differ- 


ent from the reft, which is very incommodious to. 


Travellers: The Mandarine Language is generally 
{poke by all, except by a few of the learned nee 
M 2 Lis 
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this Province: Befides they have naturally a good 
Genius, and apply themfelves vigoroufly to the Study 
of the Chinefe Sciences: For this reafon you fee great 
Numbers of good Scholars come out of this Province, 
who arrive to great Preferments in the State. 


. The firft Capital City of the Province, Fou tcheou fou. 


THIS is the firft and moft confiderable City of 

the Province, nine Cities of the Third Order are un- 
der its Jurifdiction; befides the Viceroy, the Intendant 
General of this and the Province of Zche kiang refides 
there ; it is chiefly famous on account of its Situation, 
Commerce, Multitude of learned Men, the Fertility 
of its Soil, fine Rivers that carry the largeft Barks of 
China almoft up to its Walls, and laftly for a furprif- 
ing Bridge confifting of more than 100 Arches, all 
built with fine white Stones acrofs the Bay ; all its 
Hills are filled with Cedar, Orange, and Limon- 
Trees. 
+ Throughout the Extent of ifs Jurifdiction they make 
exceeding fineSugar: They have a great many of thofe 
Trees that bear the Fruits Ls chi and Long yuen; the 
firft is fo agreeable to the Tafte, that when you eat 
it you know not when to have done; the fecond is 
very good, but lefs efteemed than Li chi: They dry 
thefe Fruits, and fend them to all Parts of the Em- 
pire, and no doubt they are as agreeable when they 
are dried as when frefh gathered; befides they are 
very wholfome, and are given often to fick People. 


The Second City, Tfuen tcheou fou. 


THE Situation of this City is moft agreeable, and 
makes it a place of very great Trade; it is built 
upon a Promontory, and almoft furrounded with‘Wa- 
ter ; the largeft Barks enter within its Walls; it has 
in its Jurifdiction feven Cities of the Third Rank ; 
all thefe. Cities are very populous, and carry on a 
great Trade ; the Houfes are4ikewife convenient, the - 

, . Streets 
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Streets paved with Brick, including two Rows of 
f{quare Stones, and adorned with Triumphal Arches: 
There is one Temple among the reft that deferves 
particular Notice, having two Towers built of Stone 
and Marble, each of which has feven Stories, and 
round every Story there are Galleries jutting out to 
walk in: Not far from the City there is a Bridge, 
which is extraordinary for its Magnificence and Beauty; 
it ‘is built with a kind of black Stone, and has no 
Arches, but is fupported by above 300 Stone Piers, 
that terminate on each Side in acute Angles, the bet- 
- ter to break the Force of the Current: This Bridge 
was built at the Expence of a certain Governor of 
the City, who, being concern’d to fee an infinite Num- 
ber of Boats overfet by the Violence of the Tides, was 
defirous of preferving his People from the continual 
Danger of being drowned: We are told this Work | 
coft him 1,400,000 Ducats. From this, and other 
Cities in its Diftriét, a prodigious Number of Vef- 
fels go out every Hour, in order to traffick among 
foreign Nations, | Oo 


The Third City, Kien ning fou. 


EIGHT Cities of the Third Order are under 
the Jurifdiétion of this Capital City, which is fituated 
on the Side of the River Minho, tis a Place of 
plentiful Trade, becaufe all Commodities that aré 
carried up and down the River pafs through it: 
As the River ceafes to be navigable near the City 
of Pou. tching bien, which is about thirty Leagues 
from Kien ning, the Goods are unloaded there, and 
Porters carry them over the Mountains to a large 
Town near Kiang tchan, in the Province of Iche kiang, 
to embark them upon another River: 18000 Por- 
ters are employed there to attend the Barks, who get 
their Living by paffing and repaffing continually over 

_ thefe Mountains, that are very fteep, and Vallies that 
are equally low ; they have endeavoured to level this 
M 3 . Road, 
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Road as much as the Nature of the Ground would 
permit ; it is paved with fquare Stones, and all along 
there are little Towns filled with Inns for the Accom- 
modation of Travellers; there is an Office fixed at 
Pou tching bien to teceive Toll of all Goods, and 
the Revenue produced thereby is appointed for kéep- 


ing the Road in repair. At the Time when the Tar- 


tars conquered China, Kien ning fuftained two Sieges, 
and ftill refufed to fubmit to the Tartarian Govern- 
ment ; but at length after the fecond Siege, which laft- 
ed a long Time, the Yartars took it, and entirely 
burnt it, and put all the Inhabitants to the Sword ; 
the greateft Part of the Houfes have been fince re- 
built, but lefs magnificent than before: Hard by Kiex 
ning ftands a City of the Second Order, called Fox 
ning tcheou, which is pretty confiderable, becaufe it 
has Jurifdiction over two Cities of the Third Order, 
viz. Fou ngan bien, and Ning te bien, the Country 
where they are fituated is of vaft extent, but almoft 
all covered with Mountains ; thofe towards the North 
are almoft inacceffible, neverthelefs nothing is want- 
ing there, the Sea which is hard by furnifhes it plen- 
tifully with all the Neceffaries of Life. 


The Fourth City, Yen ping fou. 


THIS City is placed on the Side of a Hill, be- 
low which runs the River Min bo; {0 agreeable a Si- 
tuation makes the City look like an Amphitheatre 
to the View of thofe who are upon the Water, who 
can fee diftinétly every Part of it: It ts not very 
large, but paffes for one of the moft pleafarit Cities 
of the Empire, and is naturally fortify’d by inaccef- 
fible Mountains: In this City the Water, which 
comes down from the Mountains, is convey’d by Pipes 
into every Houfe. There is another thing for which 
this City is fingular, the Inhabitants univerfally fpeak 
the Mandarine Language, which is that of the 
Learned; by this it is fuppofed that it was aie 

pled 
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pled at firft by a Colony that came from the Pro- 
vince of Kiang nan: The Barks of the whole Pro- 
- vince pafs under its Walls. Cha bien, which is one 
of the Cities under its Jurifdiction, is commonly 


called Yhe Silver-City, by reafon of the abundant 7 


Fruitfulnefs of the Lands thereabouts ; the Soil be- 
longing to the other Cities is not much lefs fertil. 


The Fifth City, Ting tcheou fou. 


THIS City is built at the bottom of the Moun- 
tains, which divide the Province of Fo kien from that 
of Kiang fi: Among thefe Mountains there are 
fome all cover’d with Flowers, efpecially in the 
Spring, very agreeable to the Eye; in which Gold 
Mines might be found, if it were permitted to 
dig or bore for them; others of fach prodigious 
Height, that they are almoft inacceffibie. The 
Country abounds with every thing neceflary for 
Life, tho’ the Air is not very wholfome, and they 
have but little Trade there. Seven Cities of the Third 
Order belong to this City. | 


The Sixth City, Hing hoa hou. 

T HE Name of this City fignifies a Springing 
Flower, and it muft be confefs’d that it is fituated in 
the moft beautiful and fertil Country of the Province, 
and near the Sea; and tho’ it has no more than two 
Cities of the Third Order within its Diftrict, yet it 
pays a very confiderable Tribute.in Rice: ‘Through- 
out its Jurifdiction you fee fuch a great Number of 
Towns and Villages, that you would be apt to 
take it for one continued City; fome of thefe 
Towns, for the Largenefs and Beauty of their Edi- 
fices,* might be ranked among the Cities, and great 
Numbers of rich Merchants dwell there, who trade 
throughout the Empire; the Roads are very conve- 
nient, broad, and almoft every where paved with 
fquare Stones, and the City beautify’d with many 
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Triumpha] Arches; the Fruit Zs ¢cbi is better there 
than in the reft of the Province ; they catch there ve- 
ry good Fith of all forts, and the Country likewife 
furnifhes Silk. | 


The Seventh City, Chao ou fou. 


THIS City, which is one of the Keys of the™ 
Province, was not very confiderable in former Times, 
tho’ it is now become fuch, and its.Situation renders 
it a Place of Strength, and very commodious: It 
is furrounded with Forts and Strong-Places, which 

are not diftinguifhable from common Towns, but by 
the Troops which are there in Garrifon. _ In the Di- 
ftrict of this City there are Manufactures of curious 
Cloths, made of a kind of Hemp, which are much in 
requeft in the Empire, becaufe they are cool in Sum- 
mer, and when you fweat they don’t ftick to the 
Body: It has no more than four Cities of the Third 
Order under its Jurifdiction. 


The Eighth City, Tchang tcheou fou. 


THIS City, which is the moft Southern of the - 
Province, has in its Jurifdiction ten Cities of. the 
Third Order ; it is fituated upon the Bank of a Ri- 
ver which ebbs and ‘flows, over which, to the South 
of the City, ftands a very fine Bridge confifting of 
thirty-fix Arches; the Paffage over it is fo fpacious, 
that both Sides thereof are filled with Shops, where 
they fell every thing that is valuable in the Empire, 
or that is brought from foreign Nations; for it lies 
near Port Ezmouy, which is a Place of very great 
Trade, and all Commodities pafs continually up the 
River that wafhes the Walls of Ichang tcheou: This 
Advantage makes the City exceeding populous and 
famous, and they find in the Mountains about it the 
‘fineft Cryftal that can be feen, whereof the Chine/e 
Artificers make Buttons, Seals, Figures of Animals, 
(Sc. The Inhabitants are’ very ingenious and indu- 

2a : 5 {trious, 
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{trious, having a good Capacity for Trading. There 
grow in its Territories great Numbers of Orange- 
Trees, ‘which produce Oranges far larger than any 
that are in Ewvrope, and have the Tafte and Smell of 
 Mufcadine Grapes; they preferve them with the Peel, 
and fend ’em to all Parts of the Empire, and to fo- 
reign Countries. There are found in this City fome 
Marks of the Chriftian Religion ; whether they be 
ancient or modern, is not known; this is certain, 
that P. Martini faw at a learned Man’s Houfe..an 
old Parchment-Book, wherein the greateft Part of the 
Holy Scriptures was wrote in Gothick Characters ; 
he offer’d a Sum of Money for it, but the Perfon; 
tho’ he knew nothing of the Chriftian Religion, 
would not part with it, becaufe it was a Book that 
was preferved in his Family a long time, and: which 
his Anceftors regarded as a rare and valuable Piece 
of Furniture. | ore Se 

Hiamen 3 or, The Port.of Emouy. — 

THIS is a famous Sea-Port, call’d Emouy from 
the Name of the Ifland which forms it, for it is pro~ 
perly a Place for Ships to ride. at Anchor, and one 
of the beft Harbours inthe World ; it is hemm’d in 
on one Side by the Ifland, on the other by the Con- 
tinent, and by abundance of other Iflands, which aré 
very high, and fhelter it from every Wind ;. it is 
fo fpacious withal, that it ¢an contain many thou- 
fands of Veffels, and the Sea there is fo deep, ‘that 


the largeft Ships may come up clofe to the Shore,'and 


ride there in perfect fafety : You fee there, at all times, 
a great Number of Chinefe Barks, which are on 
their Voyage to the Countries bordering upon China: 
‘About twenty Years ago you might fee there many 
European Vefiels, but now they come thither but fel- 
dom, and all the Trade is removed to Canton. ‘The 
Emperor keeps fix or feven thoufand Men there in 
Garrifon, under the Command of a Chinefe General. 
8 
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In entering into the Haven you double a. Cape, or 
Rock, and this Rock divides the Paffage in two, alk 
moft as Mingant does the Port of Bref: The Rock 
is vifible, and rifes feveral Feet above Water. 
Three Leagues from thence there ftands a little Ifland, 
having a Hole through which you fee from one fide 
to the other; undoubtedly for this reafon it is called 
The bored Ifland, 


The Iflands of Pong hou. 


- THE Iflands of Pong bou form a {mall Archipe- 
Jago between the Port of Emouy and the Ifle of For- 
¢mofa, which is inhabited by a Chinefe Garrifon ; there 
is however a learned Mandarin who refides there, 
to have an Eye upon merchandifing Veffels, which ~ 
go and come from China to Formofa, and from For- 
mofa to China; thefe Veffels are almoft continually 


_ paffing and repaffing, from which a confiderable Re- 


venue arifes to the State. As thefe Iflands are no- 
thing but Sand and Rocks, all the Neceffaries of Life, 

J-even Fuel, are brought thither either from Aiia- 
men or Formofa: There is neither Bufh nor Bramble 
to be feen; one only wild Tree is all their Orna- 
ment. The Harbour is convenient, and fheltered from 
all forts of Winds ; it has a fandy Bottom, and from 
twenty to five and twenty Fathom Water. When 
the Hollanders were Mafters of the Port of Formofa, 
they built a Fort at the Extremity of the large Ifland 
of Pong bou to defend the Entrance; there remains 
no more at prefent than the Name of Hong mao tchai, 
which fignifies the Fort of the Red-hair’d Men (fo the 
Chinefe call the Hollanders.) This Port, tho’ in a wild 
and uninhabited Place, is abfolutely neceffary to For- 
anofa, which has none of its own, where a Veffel that 
draws above eight foot Water can come. 
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Tai Ouan; or, The Ifand of Formofa. 


I fhall treat a little more largely of this Ifland, both | 


becaufe it was a long time unknown even to the Chi- 
nefe, whofe firft Entring into it was in the Reign ‘of 
the Jaft Emperor Cang hi, tho’ it lies at no great Di- 
ftance from them, and becaufe the Government, Man- 
ners, and Cuftoms of thefe Iflanders, which are dif- 
ferent from thofe of the Chine/e, and the Courfe they 
took to get Poffeffion of the Ifland, deferve an exaét 
and copious Relation. aes 
The whole Ifle of Farmofa is not under the Domi- 
nion of the Chinefe; it is divided by a Chain of Mouns 
tains into two Parts, Eaft and Weft: That Part on- 
ly which lies on the Weft of thefe Mountains belongs 
to China, and is included between 22°. 8’. and as? 
20'. of Northern Latitude. The Inhabitants of the 
Faftern Part, if we believe the Chinefe, are Barba- 
rians: The Country is mountainous, and uncultivated. 
The Character they give of them, differs little from 
what is reported of the Savages of America: They 
defcribe them as more civilized than the Jraquois, 
and more chafte than the Indians, of a fweet and 
gentle Difpefition, loving, and mutually affifting one 
another, difinterefted, making no account of Gold 
and Silver, of which ’tis faid they have feveral Mines ; 
but exceffively revengeful, having no Laws nor Ci- 
vil Government, living upon the Flefh of Beafts and 
Fifh, without any Tokens of Worfhip or Religion. 
This is the Defcription which the Chinefe have drawn 
of the People who poffefs the Eaftern Part of Formo- 
fa: But as the Chinefe are not to be thoroughly cre- 
dited when they fpeak of Strangers, I will not war- 
rant this Account to be true, more efpecially as there 
are no Dealings between the Chinefe and thefe People, 

and they are in continual War with each other. 
The Chinefe knew there were Gold Mines in the 
Ifland before they conquered it, which they = no 
. goner 
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fooner done, but they fearch’d every where for thefe 
Mines: As they found ’em not in the Weftern Part, 
whereof they were Mafters, they were refolved to feek 
for them in the Eaftern Part of the Ifle, where they 
were affured they might find ’em ; accordingly they 
fitted out a fmall Veffel in order to go thither by 
Sea, not caring to expofe themfelves in the Moun- 
tains, where their Lives would have been in Danger. 
They were courteoufly recetved by the Iflanders, who 
generoufly offered them Lodgings, Provifions, and 
all forts of Affiftance. The Chinefe continued there 
about eight Days; but all their Endeavours to difco- 
ver the Mines were to no purpofe, whether it was 
the Fault of the Interpreter, who opened their Defign 
to thefe People, or Policy and Fear of giving um- 
brage to a Nation who had Reafon to dread the Cdi- 
nefe. Government : However it was, they difcover’d 
only fome Ingots in the Cottages, which the poor 
People had ‘little Value for, yet thefe were a dan- 
gerous Temptation to a Chinefe. | 

- Little pleafed with the Succefs of their Voyage, and 
impatient at the Sight of thofe Ingots, they bethought 
themfelves of a moft barbarous Stratagem ; they fitted 
out their Veffel, and thefe innocent People furnifhed 
them with every thing neceffary for their Return. They 
invited their Hofts to a grand Entertainment, as they 
faid, to teftify their Graticude ; they made thefe 
poor People drunk, and while they were faft afleep, 
the Chinefe cut their Throats, and fail’d away. This 
cruel Action was not long unpunifhed, but the In- 
nocent fuffered for the Guilty : For as foon as the 


Report of this was fpread in the Eaftern Part of the 


Tfland, the Inhabitants took up Arms, and made an 
Irruption into the Northern Part which belonged to 
China, and flew without Mercy all that oppofed 
them, Men, Women and Children, and fet Fire to 
their Dwellings : Since that Time the two Parts of. 
the Ifland have been continually at ‘War. he 
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That Part of the Ifland Formo/fa, poffefs’d by the 
Chinefe, certainly deferves the Name they gave it: It 


is a moft pleafant Country, the Air is wholefome and’ 


every where -ferene,~ it yields all forts of Grain, and 


‘4s water’d by feveral fmall Rivers, that defcend from 


the Mountains which feparate it from the Eaftern Part ; 


the Soil brings forth plenty of Corn, Rice, &c. there. 
is reafon to believe that the Ground would alfo pro- 


- duce our European Fruit-Trees, if they were planted 
there. You fee there Peaches, Apricots, Figs, Grapes, 


Chefnuts, Pomegranates ; there.grows a Sort of Me-: 
Jons, which they call Water-Melons ; thefe are much | 


larger than thofe in Europe, oblong, and fometimes 
round ; the Pulp is white or red, and they-are full of 
{weet Juice, which is very agreeable to the Tafte of 
_ the Chinefe. The Tobacco and Sugar that come from 
thence are perfectly good; all the Trees are fo beau- 
tifully ranged, that when the Rice is planted, as ufual, 
in a Line and chequer-wife, all this large Plain of the 


Southern Part refembles a vaft Garden, which indu- 


ftrious Hands have taken Pains to cultivate. 
. As the Country was not inhabited till of late Years, 
but by a favage People, and under no Government, 


Horfes, Sheep and Goats are very rarely feen there’; _ 


even Hogs, which are fo common in China, are dear 


there ; but they have great Numbers.of. Hens, Ducks, . 


and Geefe, and likewife abundance of Oxen, which, 
for want of Horfes, Mules and Afifes, ferve for com- 
mon Riding ; thefeare difciplined betimes, and they 
go as good a pace and as {wift as the beft Horfes ; they 
have Bridles, Saddles, and Cruppers, which are often- 


times of great Value. You fee there a great many _ 


Stags and Apes, but few Deer; and if there are any 
Bears, wild Boars, Wolves, Tigers, and Leopards, 
as in China, they are in the Mountains of the Eaftern 


Part ; you fee none of them in the Weft. There are- - 


but few Birds ; the moft common are Pheafants, which 


Water 


the Fowlers will fcarce fuffer to multiply. If.the 
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Water of the Rivers was as good to drink, as it is 
to make the Land fruitful; there would be nothing 
wanting in this Hland. Sgt te 

_ The Chinefe divide the Lands which they poffefs in 


the Ifle of Formo/a into three Hien, or fubordinate Go- 


vernments, which depend upon the Capital of this 
Ifle. Each of thefe Governments have their particu- 
lar Magiftrates, who are immediately fubje& to the 
Governor of this Capital, and all to the Viceroy of 


_ the Province of Fo kien, whereof Tai ouan, or Formofa, 
-makesa Part, The Capital, which ts called Jai ouan 


fou, is very populous, anda Place of great Refort and 
Commerce ; it is equal to moft of the beft and moft 
populous Cities of China. You find there every 
thing that can be defired, either what the Ifland itfelf 
furnifhes, as Rice, Sugar, Sugar-Candy, ‘Tobacco, 
Salt, hunted Venifon, which the Chinefe much ad- 
mire, Fruits of every kind, Cloaths of various Sorts, 
Wool, Cotton, Hemp, the Bark of certain Trees, | 
certain Plants which much refemble a Nettle, great 
quantity of Medicinal Herbs, many of which are not 
known in Europe ; or what is imported thither, as 
China and India Cloaths, Silks, Varnifh, Ching Ware, 
the feveral Manufactures of Europe, &c. There are 
but few Mulberry-Trees in this Ifland, and confe- 
quently there is but little Silk made in the Country. 
f the Chinefe had Liberty to go into Formo/a to fettle 
there, many Families would gladly do it: But before 
they can go thither, they muft have Pafiports from 
the Mandarins of China, which are obtain’d with Dif- 
ficulty, and they muft give Security befides. When 
they arrive in the Ifland, the Mandarins there are ve- 
ry diligent in examining thofe who come in, or go 
out, and fome of them exact Money under-hand. This 
Excefs of Caution is the Effect of good Policy, to 
hinder all Sorts of Perfons from paffing over to For- 
mofa, eApecially when the Zartars were Mafters of 
China. Formofa is a Place of great Importance, 
and 
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and if a Chinefe fhould feize it, he might excite great 


Troubles in the Empire, therefore the Emperor keeps 
there 1900 Men in Garrifon, commanded by a Zfoag 
Ping, or Lieutenant-General, two Major-Generals, 
and feveral inferior Officers, whom he takes care to 


change every three Years, or oftner if there be Oc- 


cafion. . 


The Streets of the Capital are almoft all drawn. 


in a Line, and all cover’d feven or eight Months in 
the Year, to defend them from the Heat of the Sun, 
They are from thirty to forty Foot in breadth,. but 
fome of them are almoft a League in length. They 
are almoft all lin’d with Shops of Suk, China Ware, 
‘and other Commodities in admirable Order, in which 
the Chinefe excel. ’T were a Pleafure to walk in thefe 
Streets, if they were better paved, and lefs crowded by 
Paffengers: The Houfes are all covered with Straw, 
and built for the moft part with Clay and Bamboo ; 


but that Difagreeablenefs is out of Sight, by reafon of © 
the Tents that cover the Streets, fo that you can fee © 
nothing but the Shops. Zai ouan fou has neither For- 


tifications nor Walls: The Zartars do not intrench 
their Forces, nor confine their Courage within a Ram- 
aby but love to fight on Horfeback in the open 

ield. The Harbour is fheltered from every Wind, 
but the Entrance into it becomes more difficult every 
Day : Formerly there were two Ways to enter into 
it, one called 7a kiang, where the greateft Vefiels 
floated with eafe, and the other Loulb men, the Bot- 
tom of which is Rocky, and not above nine or ten 
Foot deep at high Water. The Firft is now uhpaf- 
fable ; in fome Places there are no more than five Foot 
Water, and no where above feven.or eight; the 
Sand which the Sea drives thither, fills it oe every 
Day: By this Ta kiang the Dutch Vefiels formerly 
entred into the Harbour, and in order to prevent the 
coming in of ftrange Ships, they erected.a Cittadel 


on the Extremity of the Ifland, to the South of Za | 


kiaug, 
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kiang, which would have been much admired, if ic- 
were not built upon the Sand; but however it was 
very neceffary for their Defence againft their moft 
formidable Enemies, the Chinefe and the Fapane/e. 
That Part of Formo/a, which is fubjeét to the Chi- 
nefé, is compofed of two different Nations, the Cé:- . 
nefe and the Natives; the former for Lucre’s fake 


came thither from feveral Provinces of China. Tai 


oxan fou, Fong chan bien, and Tcbu lo bien are inha- 
bited only by Chinefe, for the three Hien or Govern- 
ments I mention’d before are all in the Diftrict of. 
the Capital: The Natives ferve as -Domefticks, or 
rather as Slaves. Befides thefe three Cities, the Chi- 
nefe have many Villages, but not one confiderable 
Fort except Ngan ping tching: This Fort ftands at 
the Foot of the Caftle of Zeland, for that is the Name | 
which the Hollanders gave the City I {pake of. There 
are. at Ngan ping itching four or five hundred Families, - 


and a Garrifon of 2000. Men, commanded by a Ma- 


jor-General. The Government and Manners of the - 
Chinefe at Formofa differ nothing from thofe of China, 
fo that I fhall only obferve what is the Genius of - 
the Natives of the Ifland, and the Nature of their - 
Government. The People of Formofa, who are fub- 
ject to the Chinefe, are divided into forty five Towns, 
or Plantations, which they call Zche, thirty fix in 
the North, and nine in the Southern Part. The 
Towns of the North are very populous, and the 
Houfes little different from thofe of the Chinefe. Thofe- 
of the South are only a heap of Cottages made of 
Clay and Bamboo, cover’d with Straw, raifed upon 
a kind of Terrafs three or four Foot high, built in the 
Form of a Funnel inverted, and from fifteen, twenty, 
thirty, to forty Foot in Diameter ; fome are feparated 


~ by Vartition-walls. They have in thefe Huts neither 


Chairs, Bench, Table, Bed, nor any Moveable; in 
the middle is a fort of Chimney, or Stove, raifed.two 
or three Foot or more from the Ground, where they 

: | drefs 
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drefs their Victuals. Their common Food is Rice, - 
{mall Corn, and any Game they can take, which 
they do either by running or with Arms. Their 
Swiftnefs is furprifing, they will outrun Horfes 
that go full fpeed, which proceeds, as the Ch- 
nefe fay, from their Cuftom of binding their 
Lains and Knees tight and hard, till they are four- / 
teen or fifteen Years old. For their Arms they ufe 
a kind of Dart or Javelin, which they hurl the Di- 
{tance of feventy or eighty Paces with the utmoft Ex- 
actnefs ; and tho’ their Bows and Arrows are very 
ordinary, yet they can kill a Pheafant flying as 
fure as they do in Europe with a Gun. They are 
very flovenly in their Meals, ufing neither Dithes, 
Plates, Spoons, Knives nor Forks: They place what 
is provided upon a piece of Board or Matt, and ufe 
‘their Fingers to eat with, as the Apes do. They eat 
Flefh half raw, and the lefs it is roafted the more 
agreeable it is to them. Their Beds aré the treth 
Leaves of a certain Tree very common in the Coun- 
try, which they gather and fpread upon the Ground, 
or ona Board in their Cottages, and there lic down 
to fleep. Their Habit is only a piece of Cloth, which 
they wear from the Waift down to the Knees. Pride, 
fo rooted in the Heart of Man, finds a Way to in- 
dulge it felf even in Nakednefs ; it puts thefe People to 
more Expence and Trouble, than thofe who are more 
civilized, and addicted to Luxury and Magnificence. 
Some borrow the Hair of Beafts, and the Silk of 
Worms, which they imbroider. with Gold and Sil- 
ver ; fome are content with their own Skin, in’ which. 
“they imprint many odd Figures of Trees, Beafts, 
Flowers, &c¢. The Operation is fo exceffively pain- 
ful, that it would certainly kill ’em, if it were done » 
all at once; they are imploy’d in it many Months, 
fome a whole Year. Every Day during the Opera- 
tion they muft put themfelves to fome Torture, and 
all this to fatisfy the Defire they have of diftinguifh- 
Vox, I, | N- ing 
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ing themfelves from the Multitude, for it is not per- 
mitted indifferently to all forts of Perfons to wear 
thefe Marks of Diftin¢étion, This Privilege is 

. granted only to thofe who, in the Judgment of 
the moft confiderable Men of the Town, have ex- 
celled others in Running or Hunting: But all are 
allowed to blaeken their Teeth, wear Ear-rings, 
Bracelets above the Elbows and Wrifts, Collars, and 
Crowns made up of fimall party-coloured Beads, dif- 
pofed in feveral Ranges; the Crown terminates in 
a Plume of Feathers, either of Cocks or Pheafants, | 
which they carefully join together. Let us imagine 
thefe fantaftical Ornaments upon a Man of a fine flen- 
der Shape, olive Complexion, with his Hair hanging 
negligently upon his Shoulders, armed with a Bow 
and Arrows, his Garment no more than a Piece of 
Cloth two or three Foot long, round about his 
Body from the Waift to the Knee, and we have a 
true Portrait of a Beau of the Sauth Part of the Ifle 
of Formo/a. 

In the North Part, where the Climate is lefs 
warm, they clothe themfelves with the Deer-Skins 
which they kill in Hunting, of which they make a 
Garment without Sleeves, not much unlike a Dalma- 
tick. They wear a Cap in the Form of a Cylinder, 
made of the Stalks of Banana Leaves, embellifhed 
with feveral Crowns placed one above another, and 
tyed tight together with Fillets and {mall party-co- 
loured Strings. On the Top of the Cap is ftuck a 
Plume of Feathers of Cocks or Pheafants, in the 
fame Manner as is done in the South. | | 

Their Marriages are agreeable enough ; they don’te 
purchafe Wives as they do in China, nor have any 
mercenary Views on one fide or the other; perhaps 
the Parents may have fome {mall Intereft to confult. 

When a young Man is inclin’d to Matrimony, and 
has found a Lafs whom he likes, he goes for feveral - 
Days after with a Mufical Inftrument to her Door ; 

if 
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if fhe confents to have him, fhe goes out to meet 
him, they agree together upon Terms, and laft of all 
acquaint thew Parents with their Intentions. The 
Wedding-Entertainment is prepared at the Houfe of 
the young Woman, where the young Man abides af- 
terwards, and returns no more to his Father: From 
that time the yeung Man looks upon the Houfe of 
his Father-in-Law as his own, and he is the Support 
of it ; as for his own Father’s Houfe, he regards it 
no more than the Women in Europe do, who quit 
their Fathers Houfe to go and live with their Huf- 
bands. Therefore here they think it no Happinefg 
to have Male Children, they defire only Daughters, 
who. procure them Sons-in-law that, will be helpful 
to them intheir Old Age. 

Tho’ thefe Iflanders are entirely fubjeét to the Chi- 
nee, yet they preferve fome Remains of their ancient 
Government. Every Town makes choice of three 
or four of the oldeft Men, the moft diftinguifhed for 
Probity, who by this Choice become the Heads and 
Judges of the reft of the Town: Thefe finally deter- 
mine all Differences; and if any one refufes to abide 
by their Judgment, he is inftantly turned out of the 
Town, without Hopes of ever returning thither, and 
no other Town dares to receive him. 

They pay their Tribute to the Chine in Corn, in 
Tails or Skins of Deer, or in other things of this Na- 
ture that are eafily found in the Hiland. To regu- 
late what concerns the Tribute, there is appointed in 
every Town a Chinefe, who underftands the Language, 
to ferve as an Interpreter to the Mandarins. Thefe 
Interpreters, who ought to procure the Eafe of the 
poor People, and hinder them from being oppreffed, 
are fo many petty Tyrants, who exercife the Patience 
not only of the Iflanders, but of the Mandarins alfo, 

who are forced to continue them in their Employs to 
avoid greater Inconveniences. Of the twelve ‘Towns 
-which were fubject to the Chine/fe in the Southern Part, 

N2 | there 
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there remain but nine ; three haverevolted, anddrovea- 
way their Interpreters, paying no more Tribute toChina, 
but haveunited themfelves with the Eaft Part of theIfle. 
Under the reigning Emperor many of the Towns 
have fubmitted, and ’tis hoped that by degrees others 
will follow their Example. Tho’ thefe People pafs 
in the Account of the Chinefe for , Barbarians, they 
feem to approach nearer to true Wifdom than many 
Philofophers of China. By the Confeffion of the CA;- 
nefe themfelves, there is amongft ’°em no Cheating, 
Thieving, Quarrelling or Law-fuits,except againft their 
Interpreters ; they are juft and affectionate one to ano- 
ther: If any thing 1s given to one of them, he dares 
not touch it, till they who have fhared with him in 
the Labour and Toil partake alfo of the Reward. 

It appears that there were Chriftians among thefe 
Iflanders, when the Hollanders were Mafters of the 
Port. There are many who underftand the Dutch 


' Language, who can read their Books, and who in 
- Writing ufe their Letters, and many Fragments of 


pious Dutch Books are found amongft them. 

Thefe People adore no Idols, but abeminate every 
thing that has any Relation to them, and yet perform 
no Act of Religion, nor recite any Prayers. Never- 
thelefs there are fome amongft them who acknow- 
ledge one God, the Creator of Heaven and Earth, one 
God in three Perfons, Father, Son, and Holy Ghoft ; 
and who fay that the firft Man was called Adam, 
and the firft Woman £ve,; that for difobeying God 
they drew his Anger upon themfelves, and all their 
Defcendants ; that it is neceffary to have recourfe to 
Baptifm for to wafh off this Stain. They know even 
the Form of Baptifm, yet it is not certain whether 
they baptize or no. . 

Tho’ Formofa is not far from China, yet the Chi- 
nefé,e according to their Hiftory, had no knowledge 
ot it, till-the Time of the Emperor Suen ti, of the 
Dynafty of Miag, about the Year of our Lord 1430, 

when 
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when the Eunuch Ouan fan pao, in returning from the 
Weft was caft by a Storm upon that Ifland. 

This Eunuch finding himfelf in a ftrange Land, 
where the People feemed as barbarous as the Country 
was beautiful, {tay’d there a confiderable time, that he 
might get fome Intelligence whereof he: might inform 
his Matter: But the Effect of all his Enquiry was that 
he brought from thence fome Plants and Medicinal 
Herbs, which are ftill ufed in China with Succefs. 


In the forty fecond Year of the Emperor Kia t/ing, | 


and in the Year of Chrift 1564, Yu ta yeou, a Com- 
mander of a Squadron of Ships, cruifing along the 
Eaftern Sea of China, met with a Pirate named Lin 
tao kien, who had made himfelf Mafter of the Ifles of 


, # 


Pong hou, where he left Part of his Men; he was a ~ 


cruel and ambitious Man, thirfting after Glory ; and 
to render himfelf famous, he no fooner perceived Yu 
ta yeou but he came upon him with full Sail, attacked 
him briskly, and had infallibly beaten the Chine/e 

uadron, if the Commander thereof had been a Per- 


fon of lefs Skill and Bravery. 2% ta yeou received the ‘ 


firft Fire with unconcern, after which he attacked in 
his Turn Lin tao kien; the Engagement lafted five 
Hours, and the Night put an end to it, when Lin 
tao kien made off towards the Iflands of Pong hou, in 
order to refrefh his Men, to take theSoldiers he had left 
on Board, and to return towards the Enemy: But % 
_ ta yeou, an experienced Captain, purfued him {fo clofe- 

ly, that Lin tao kien found by Break of Day the En- 
trance into the Port of Pong bou blocked up by the 
Enemy’s Ships: His Forces being much diminifhed 
in the Engagement, and Terror having feized the reft, 
he judged it dangerous to attempt to enter the Har- 
bour; he then refolved to continue his Courfe, and to 
go and water at Formo/a. 

Yu ta yeou purfued him thither,’ but meeting 
with Shoals, and having no knowledge of the En- 
trance of the Harbour, he was unwilling to expafe 
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his Ships, and retired to the Ifles of Pong hou, of 
which he made himfelf Mafter, and taking the Soldiers 
Prifoners that were left, placed a good Garrifon there, 
returning victorious to China, where he gave an :Ac- 
count of his Difcoveries and his Expedition. The 
Court received the News with Joy, and nominated 
a Mandarin of Learning for Governor ef the Iflands 


-of Pong hou. Formofa, fays the Chinefe Hiftorian, 


was then an uncultivated Place, and inhabited only 
by Barbarians. Lin tao kien, who had grand Defiens, 
did not think this Ifland, in the Condition it was in, 


‘ convenient for him ; therefore he maffacred all the In- 


abitants that fell into his Hands, and with unparal- 
lel’d Barbarity {meared his Veffels with the Blood of 


thefe unfortunate People, and prefently fetting {ail he 
_ retired to the Province of Quang song, where he died 


muferably. 

Atthe End of the Year 1620, which-was the firft 
of the Emperor Tien ki, a Fapanefe Squadron of 
Ships came upon the Coaft of Formofa: The Com-— 
mander finding the Ceuntry, tho’ uncultivated, a pro- 
per Place to fettle a Colony, took a Refolution to 
feize upon it, and to that End left there a Party of 
his Men, with Orders to get Information neceffary to 
the Execution of his Defign. 

‘About the fame Time a Dutch Veffel, in her Voy- 
zge from Japan, er in her Return thither, was forced. 
by a Storm into Formofa, where they found the 
gaan in no condition -of oppofing them: The 

ountry appearing beautiful to the Hollanders, and 
advantageous for their Commerce, ghey pretended 
Want of Refrefhment, and Thin@s neceflary for 
refitting their Veffel, which was damaged by the 
Storm: Some of them made an Excurfion into 
the Country, and having examined it, -returned on 
Board. The Hollanders did not work-at their Veffel 
during the Abfence of their Companions, and ‘it was 


not till after their Return that they thought of refit- 


ng 
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ing her. They befeeched'the Fapanefe, with whom 
they had no mind to be at Variance, for fear of 
hurting their Commerce, to permit them to build an 
Habitation upon the Brink ofthe Ifland, at one of the 
Entrances into the Harbour, which might be fervice- 
able to them with refpect to their Commerce to ¥a- 
pan; the Fapanefe at firft rejected the Propofal, but 
the Hollanders prefied the Matter fo that the Fapanefe 
at laft confented, when they affured them they requir- 
ed no more Ground than what could be incompafied 
with an Ox’s Hide. 


The Hollanders then took. an Ox’s Hide and cut it 


int6 {mall Thongs, which. they tied end to end, and 


therewith meafured the Ground they defired: The 


. Fapanefe were at firft a Kittle vexed at this Trick, but 
after fome Reflections they laughed at it, and were 
pacifyed, and fuffered the Hollanders to do as they 
pleafed with the Piece of Ground. Upon this Spot 
they built the Fort I mentioned; over the Gate are 
ftill feen thefe Words, The Cajtle of Zeland, 1634. - 


By building this Fort the Hollanders had the Com-' 


mand ‘of the Harbour, and the only Pafflage where 
great Veffels could come in: Perhaps the Fapanefe 
perceived too latethe Importance of it; but however it 
was, whether they took Difguft at the new Fort, or 
did not find their Account in this Ifland, a little 
while after they quitted it entirely, and returned home. 

By this means the Hollanders became fole Matters of 
Formofa, for the Inhabitants were in no condition to 
oppofe them. The better to fecure the Harbour, they 
built on the other Side, over againft the Fort of Zeland, 
a Fortification confifting of four Half-Baftions. 

At this Time China was all in a Flame, imbroiled 
with a Civil War, which was the Defolation of many 
beautiful Provinces, and fuftaining at the fame Time 
a War againft the Tartar, who at laft feized upon the 
Empire, and founded the prefent reigning Dynatfty. 
One of thofe who fhewed moft Valour and Courage 
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in oppofing the Tartars, was Tching tcbi long of the 
Province of Fo kien, a Man raifed by Fortune from 
a fmall Beginning to be the richeft Merchant-of 


China. Tching tchi long fitted out, at his own Expence, — 


a {mall Fleet againft the Zartars; he was prefently 
followed by a vaft Number of Chinefe Ships, and 
thereby became the Commander of as formidable a 
Fleet as was ever feen in thefe Seas. The Zartar of- 
fered him the Dignity of King, upon condition he 
would pay him Homage, which he refufed, but did not 
long enjoy his good Fortune. | 

His Son ching tching cong fucceeded him in the 
Command of this numerous Fleet; more zealous | 
{till for his Country and Fortune than his Father, 
he made feveral Attempts,, befieged many confider- 
able Cities, as Hai tching in the Province of Fo kien, 


‘which he took after having cut in pieces the Tarta- 


rian Army that came to its Relief, Ouen tcheou in 
the Province of Icbe kiang, Nan king in the Province 
of Kiang nan, &c. | 

This firft Succefs lafted not long, for he was at 
teneth overcome by the Yartars, and drove, out of 


-China: Then he turned his Views and Ambition to- 


wards Formofa, refolving to drive the Hollanders out of 
the fame, and erect a new Kingdom there. It was 
the 17th Year of the Emperor Chun chi the Fa- 


‘ther of Cang bi, and 1661 of our Lord, when Zching 
‘tching cong quitted China in order to retire to For- 


moja: Inhis Paffage he took the IMands of Pong box. 
The Hollanders believing they had nothing to fear 
from China, which was {till embroiled, took no Care 
to fortify Pong hou and Tai ouan: Therefore Tching | 
tching cong foon maftered thefe Iflands, and left there 


- 100 Ships to guard them, and continued his Courfe 


towards Formofa. ‘There were no more than eleven 


- Hollanders \eft to defend the Fort and Harbour of For- 


mofa ; the reft of the Garrifon was made up partly 


of India Blacks, and partly of the Inhabitants of the 


Country : 
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Country : Notwithftanding this Inequality of Forces, 
the Hollanders refolved to defend themfelves, which 


they did with Courage and Bravery. ching tching . 


cong entered the Harbour with his Fleet compofed of 
goo Sail, by the Channel of . Loulb men, a League a- 


bove the Fort of Zeland; he landed Part of his Men. 


with a Defign to attack the Fort by Sea and Land: 
The Siege lafted four Months, in which Time the 


’ Hollanders defended themfelves with their Cannon,with | 


more Succefs than they could hope for. ching tcbing 
cong was inraged to fee fuch Oppofition and Courage 
in a Handful of Europeans again{t an Army fo nume- 
- rous as his. As the Chinefe had not the Ufe of Can- 
non, they could not anfwer the Hollanders; fo they 
had no Hope of reducing them but by Famine, 
which would require a long Time, during which they 
might be relieved by their Ships coming from Bata- 
via, or thofe that traffick to Fapan.  * 

Tching tching cong was fenfible of the Difficulty of 
his Enterprize ; but he faw himfelf fhut out of China, 
without Hopes of ever returning thither under the 
Tartars, againft whom he had waged War; he knew 
befides that if Formofa was not open to him, he had 
no further Remedy left : For thefe Reafons he refolv- 
ed to ufe his utmoft Efforts againft the Hollanders. 
Thefe had aétually four Ships in the Harbour, and 
they had put on Board each of them one of their own 
Men, together with Jndians to guard it; the other fe- 
ven Hollanders remained in the Cittadel or Fort of 
Zeland, | 

The ee Captain being determined to make a 
Sacrifice of fome few of his Veffels, turned them into 
Fire-fhips, which having the Advantage of a high 
Wind from the North-Eaft, drove upon the Vefiels 
of the Hollanders, and burnt three of them out of four. 
When he had thus -fucceeded in his Wifhes, he fum- 
moned the Hollanders to furrender, declaring that he 
would give them Leave to depart with all their 


Effects ; . 
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Effects, but if they refufed would give them no 


Quarter. . 

The Hollanders having no more than one Ship left 
for their Affiftance, willingly accepted the Offer: 
They loaded their Veffel with all their Effects, de- 
livered the Place into the Hands of the Chinefe, and 
departed. , 

Iching tching cong, having now none to oppofe his 
Defigns, diftributed acertain Number of his Troops 
im that Part of Formofa, which is at this time in 
the Poffeffion of the Chinefe, and placed a Garrifon 
at Ki long tchas, a forfaken Fortrefs which the Spa- _ 
niards formerly built. He ereéted a Fortrefs at Tax 
choui itching, upon the Mouth of the River Yan chout, 
where the Chinefe Veffels might lie at Anchor, and 
pitched upon thofe Places where Zchu lo yen and Fong 
chan bien now ftand, for the Building of two Towns, 
which he called Tien bing bien, and Ouan nien bien: - 
He appointed the Capital of thefe new-erected States 
at a Place now called Yai ouan fou, and gave to 
this City the Name of Ching tien fou: His Palace and 
Court he fettled in the Fort of Zeland, and gave tt - 
the Name, which it ftill preferves, of Ngan ping fou. 
It was then that Formofa began to receive a new 
Form, for he eftablifhed there the fame Laws, the fame 
Cuftoms and Government as in China:: He en- 
joyed his new Conqueft but a fhort Time, for he 


died within a Year and fome Months after he took 


Poffeffion of this Ifland. His Son Iching king mat 
fucceeded him : As he was a Perfon addiéted to Books, 
he -took little Care of cultivating the Country, which 
his Father had procured for him with fo much Toil 
and Labour: ‘This abated the Courage and Zeal of 
the Troops for his Service. 

In the twelfth Year of the Reign of Caag bi, and 
in 1673 of the Chriftian Afra, the Kings of Quang 
gong and Fo kien revolted from the Emperor. Tching 
king mai, defirous to reanimate the Ardour of his 

| ’ Soldiers, 
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Soldiers, took a Refolution to join the King of Fo 
kien againft the Yartar :. He fitted out his Fleet, and 
went in order to have an Interview with him upon 
the Coafts of his Province. Becaufe he would be 
treated like a Sovereign Prince, and the King of Fo 
kien would have the Precedency of him, he was fo 
provoked that ,he declared War again{t him upon the 
Spot. , 
They fought with Refolution and Courage on both 
Sides ; but the Forces of Zchiag king mai being com- 
pofed of Veteran Soldiers, fo many Engagements 
were fo many Victories. ‘The King of Fo kien at \aft 
found ‘himfelf obliged to undergo the Tonfure once 
more, and to furrender himfelf to the Difcretion and 
Clemency of the Zartars, ching king mai returned 
to Formafa, where he died foon after, leaving his Son 
Tcbing ke fan, who was very young, for his Succef- 
for, under the Care of Lécou koue can, and Fong fi fan, 
two Officers weil attach’d to him. 

The Revolt of Fo kien terminating in the Advan- 
tage of the Zartars, they abolifhed the Title of King, 


and in the Year 1682 appointed for Governor of | 


this and the Province of Yche kiang, a Tfeng tou, 
which is a Dignity fomething above that of Viceroy. 
The firft they nominated was Zfong tou yao; a 
Man ‘of great Capacity, civil and-engaging. He no 
feoner entered upon his Charge, but he publifhed a 
General Amnefty, which reached even Formo/a, for 
all thofe who would fubmit to the Zartarian Govern- 
ment, promifing-to procure them the fame Employ- 
_ ments, and the fame Honours and Privileges they en- 
yoyed under their own Governors. 
This Declaration had the Effect which Zfong tou 
yao defired ; the greateft part of thofe who had fol- 
lowed Tching tcbing cong having abandoned their Na- 
tive Country, Wives and Children, and living ina 
ftrange Land, uncultivated, and almoft uninhabited, 
and defpairing af drawing any confiderable Advan- 
oe tage 
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tage from it, were tranfported to find a favourable 
Opportunity of returning to their Families ; fome did 
not deliberate at all, but immediately forfook Tching 
ke fan to go to Fo kien. | | 
Tjong tou yao received them with much Civility, | 
and conferred great Favours upon* them, infomuch 
that they were followed prefently after by many o- 
thers. 
_ Ifong tou yao believed then there was a favourable 
Conjuncture .to feize upon Formofa, and immediately 
fent away a confiderable Fleet under the Command of 
a Tttou, or Lieutenant-General, to reduce the Iflands 
of Pong hou. The Jitow found more Refiftance 


than he expected ; the Soldiers with the help of the 


Hollanders Cannon made a vigorous Defence, but they 
were at laft forced to yieldto Numbers. The Ifle of 
Pong bou being taken, the young Prince’s Council 
judged it impoffible, confidering the Temper of his 
Troops, to preferve Formofa; and without waiting 
for the Arrival of the Yi tou, to attack ’em in Form, 
they difpatched away a Packet-boat, to carry a Peti- 
tion to the Emperor in the Name of the young Prince, 


by which he fubmitted to his Majefty. Here follows 


the Petition, as it was tranflated from the Chinefe. 


Tching ke fan, King of Yen ping, Chief Commander 
of the Army, prefents this Petition to the Emperor. 
‘WHEN I proftrate my felf at your Majefty’s 

© Feet, and refleét on the Grandeur of China, that its 

‘ Reputation has always been maintain’d with Ho- 

‘ nour, that it has boafted of a very numerous Suc- 

‘ ceffion of Kings, I cannot but acknowledge that it 

‘ 1s the fpecial Providence of Tien which made choice 

‘ of your illuftrious Houfe to govern the nine Earths.* 

‘ Zien had not brought about this Revolution, but 





* That is wo fay, all the habitable World. The Chinefe divide 


the Earth into nine Sorts; 1, Mountainous good Earth, 2. Stony 


Moun- 
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for the Perfection and Improvement: of the + Five 
Virtues, as appeats plainly by the good Manage- 
ment and happy Succefs of all your Majefty’s Un- 
dertakings. . As for my Anceftors, they bore true 
Allegiance to their Sovereigns, and in this they en- 
deavoured to teftify their Gratitude for the Favours 
they received from the preceding Dynafty, at a 
Time when my Family had received none from 
your glorious Dynafty. This Attachment to his 
Prince obliged my Grandfather Iching tching cong 
to forfake China, to feek for Shelter ‘in the unculti- 
vated Lands of the Eaf. My Father Tching king 
mai was a {tudious Man, not caring to expofe him- 
felf to Dangers ; like the Kings of Y@ /ang, he whol- 
ly employed himfelf in governing and inftructing 
his People ; contented with this Spot of Land in the 
midft of: the Sea, he had no further Views. Hi- 
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therto I have enjoyed Advantages derived from my ~~ 


Anceftors, and teftify my Gratitude continually, by 
calling to mind the Favours which they received 
from Heaven, without a: Thought of agerandifing 
my felf upon Earth. At prefent I behold your Ma- 
jefty refembling the Heavens, which cover all things 
by their Expanfion and Height, and alfothe Earth 
which by its Firmnefs fuftains them, always inclin- 
able to fhew Mercy, and to ftop the Effect of too 
rigorous a Juftice; which Clemency is the Founda- 


‘tion upon which your Government ftands. Your 


Majefty is become like the rifing Sun, which. no 
fooner appears in the Horizon, but its Light is diffu- 
fed in an infant over the whole Earth, and diffipates 
in a Moment the flight Mifts which obfcure the Sur- 
face thereof; how then dare I think-but of applying 


-myfelfto my Perfection, as the only Expedient of ma- 


king my Life eafy for the future. If I had thought 


tains. 3. Hills. 4. Black and dry Earth. 5. Moift Earth. 6. 
Sandy Earth. 7. Rich Earth. 8. Yellow Earth 9g Red Earth, 


t+ Charity, Fuffice, Decency, Prudence, and Fidelity. ‘ 
‘ 
O 
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of failing Weftward of Chiva, I confefs ¥ had been 
td blame; for, alas! how few remain of my Fa- 
mily which came to Formofa! They are become 
like early Dew, which vanifhes at the Appearance 
of the Sun. How then durft I undertake any. thing 
againft your Majefty ? I fincerely affirm that my 
Heart fubmits. entirely to your Majefty, and my 
future Behaviour will make it evident. I am. fen- 
fible now that I have been engaged in a bad Caufe, 
and for the future I will venture to walk freely in 
the Paths of Charity, after the Example of Ki ling. 
I ardently wifh to fee a perfect Harmony between 
Heaven and Earth: The poor People of this Mle 
defire no more than to live in a frugal Manner, 
they are Strangers to Gluttony and Drunkennefs. 
If they are treated with Flumanity, they will be more 
inclinable to Submiffion. It is the Nature of Fifh 
to love the deepeft Waters ; they can enjoy a long 
Life in: the midft of the Waves of the Sea. Thus 
have I laid open ta your Majefty in this Petition 
the true Sentiments of my Heart, and if not ia. the 
fincereft Manner, may I never enjoy. the conafort- 
able Light of the Sun!’ | 

The Emperor, in anfwer to this Petition, ordered 
Teling ke fax to leave Formafa, and come to. Pe- 
king. Febing ke fax, who was afraid to- go: to. Peking, 
fignified to the Emperor in.a fecond Petitien, which 
lhe fent by fome of his principal Officers, that being 


bern in the Southern Countries, and of a weakly 


Conftitution,he dreaded the cold Climate of the North, 
therefore he befeeched his Majefty to. give him leave 
te retire into the Province ot Fo kien, from whence 
his, Anceftars came. This laft Petition had no Ef- 
feét ; fo that the unfortunate Prince, feemg himéfelf 


* almoft abamdon’d, was conftrained to. deliver Formo- 


fa into the Hands of the Yartars, and to go to Pe- 
king, where ypon his arrival at Court he was in- 


_vefted with the Quality of Count, in the twenty fe- 


cond ‘Year of Cang hi, and 1683 of the Chriftian ra. 
_ 3 8 The 
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The Fifth Province of the Empire of China, 
Tche kiang. 





FH IS is one of the moft fertil and trading Provin- 
ces of the Empire. It is bounded on the Eaft by 
the Sea, on the South by the Province of Fo kiex, on ~ 
the North and Weft by the Provinces of Kiang nan 
and Kiang fi. It contains eleven Fou, or Towns of 
the Firft Order, which are like fo many Provinces, 
and feventy feven Towns of the Second aad Third Or- 
der, without reckoning an infinte Number of Towns 
and Villages exceeding populous. 

The whole Country is interfperfed with Mountains 
almoft all cultivated, and frnittul Fields with Rivers 
and Channels, cut out either by Nature or the Induftry 
the Chinefe. ‘Thefe Channels are large, deep, and = * 
bank’d on each fide with Free Stone, having Bridges 
over them at proper Dutances, which maintain a.com- 
munication between one part of the Country and ano- 
ther, fo that a Man may travel by Land or Water 
thro’ the whole Province. The Springs of frefh Wa- 
ter and Lakes, wherewith the Country abounds, con- 
tribute much to its Fertility. . 

The Inhabitants are of a fweet and affable Difpo- 
fition, and have a great deal of Wit and Politenefs ; 
their Silks, which are ingenioufly made, and imbroi- 
der’d with Gold and Silver, are the beft of any that 
are made in China, and fo cheap, that a Garment 
made of the fineft Silk cofts lefs than one of common 
Woollen Cloth in Europe. ‘Tohey have there a great 
many Fields full of Dwarf Mulberry-Trees, which 
are reftrain’d in their Growth; they plant and 
prune ’em almoft like Vines. Long Experience has 
taught the Chinefe, that the Leaves of the {mal] Mul- 
berry-Trees make the beft Silk. 

They 


192 The GENERAL History of 


They nourifh in this Province fo great a Number 

of Silk-Worms, that one may affirm this alone is 
- capable of funifhing Fapan, the Philippines, and Eu- 
rope with Silks of all forts. 

Every thing neceffary for Life is found here in a- 
bundange; the Mountains which lie to the South and 
‘Weft are all manured ; in other places, where they are 
rocky, they furnifh Timber for building Ships and 
Houfes. . 

In the Lakes of this, Country is found the 
Golden Fifh, of which I gave a Defcription elfe- 
where ; there is here excellent Crawfifh, and in great 
Quantity. In fome Places there grows great Plenty 
of Mufhrooms;.which are carried over the whole Em- 
pire. After they have pickled ’em in Salt, they dry 

' em, and keep ’em a whole Year ; when they have 

a mind to ufe them, they fteep ’em for fome time in 
‘Water, which makes ’em as good and frefh as when 
firft gathered. 
' The beft Hams of Bacon are made in this Pro- 
vince. Here is likewife found that extraordinary ‘Tree 
called Ou kieou mou, which produces Tallow, ‘and 
alfo thofe fmall Trees bearing a very white Flower, 
which refembles Jeffamin, except that they have grea- 
ter quantity of Leaves, and their Smell is far more. 
pleafant. One of the Flowers is fufficient to per- 
fume a whole Houfe: Therefore the lai have fo 
great a Value for them, that to preferve thefe {mall 
‘Trees, they take the fame Precautions that are ufed 
in Europe to defend Orange-Trees from the Rigor 
of the Winter. : 

Tho’ the Fruit called Pe tci is found in other 
Places, yet it is moft common in this Province: It © 
grows in Fenny Ground, and is about the bignefs of 
a Chefnut ; its Kernel is covered with a thin Skin, 
the Pulp is white, and full of pleafant Juice, hard, 
and a little fourith. 


Some 
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Some pretend, that if a Piece of Copper Money 
be put into the Mouth along with the Fruit, the 
Teeth can break it as eafily as the Fruit it felf; Pere 
Martini reports this as a Truth, but other Miffiona- 
ries, willing to make a Trial, did not find it fo. 

_ Throughout the whole Empire thofe Canes or 
Reeds are to be found which the Portuguefé call Bam- 
boos, but Iche kiang has greater plenty of them than 
any other Province; there are whole Forefts of them 
in it. Thefe Bamboos are of great ufe in China ; 
they are very large and hard, and tho’ they dre hol- 
low within and knotty, yet they are very ftrong, and 
wil! bear the heavieft Weight. The Leaves are long, 
and turn up at the Ends; as hard as they are, they 


{plit eafily into fmall Strings, and they make of them - 


Matts, Boxes, Combs, &c. As they are naturally 
hollow, they are very proper to make Pipes to convey 


Water from Place to Place, or they may ferve for . 


oe of Telefcopes, and other things of the fame 
ind. | — 


The Firft City, Capital of the Province, 
Hang tcheou fou. 


THIS is one of the richeft and largeft Cities of 
the Empire: It is chiefly confiderable on account of 
its Situation, which isthe moft advantageous that could 
be defired, the prodigious Number of its Inhabitants, 
the Conveniency of its Canals, and the Trade it car- 
ries on of the fineft Silk in the World. 

If we believe the Chinefe Proverb, it is the Terre- 
ftrial Paradife : It is almoft of a round Form, and a- 
bout forty Lys, or four Leagues in Circumference, 
without including the Suburbs ; thefe Lys ought to 
be 360 Paces. From the Eaft Gate to the North, 
they reckon ten Lys; one of our Miffionaries, in 
counting the Steps of the Chairmen, readily judged 
that a Lys has that Meafure. 
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As to the Number of Inhabitants, it amounts 
to more than a million of Souls. A Chriftian Gentle- 
man affured a Miffionary that refided there, that with- 


-in the City alone, without comprehending the Sub- 
_ urbs, hich are very large, the Officers who levy the 


Tax have upon their Lifts about 300,000 Hou, or 
Families ; this Number is called in thé Chinefe, Sax 
che voan, which fignifies thirty times 10,000. 

The Walls of Hang tcheou are very high and thick : 
The Water in the Canals of the City is not clear, and 
there is upon thofe of the Suburbs a prodigious Num- 
ber of Barks, where whole Families dwell as in a Can- 
ton. ‘The Streets are very narrow, but the Shops 
are convenient, and the Merchants are reckoned very 
rich. | 

Thefe Streets are adorn’d with Triumphal Arches, 
but chiefly in Places of great Refort ; there are many 
Monuments raifed in honour of fuch Mandarins as 
had diftinguifhed themfelves in the Difcharge of their 
Office, or were advanced to the chief Dignities of the 
Empire :. You fee there alfo four great Towers of {e- 
veral Stories. ‘There are 7000 Men in Garrifon under 
the Tfiang kiun, or Tartarian General, and 3000 un- 
der the Fou yuen, or Viceroy. | 

Tho’ there are large Gardens in the City, and the 
Houfes have but one Story, it is furprifing how po- 
pulous it is: The great Streets are crowded like thofe 
of Paris, with this Difference, that you fee no Wo- 
men there: The Yartarian Troops have a Fortrefs, 
which is feparated from the City by a Wall. The 
River Icien tang kiang runs clofe by the Walls, and 
in this Place it is a large League in breadth. | 

We may fay, without an Hyperbole, that Hang 
tcheou is properly the Region of Silk, becaufe that is 
the chief Commodity that is wrought there. They 
pretend they have 60,000 People at work within the 
Walls ; and if fo, there muft be many hundred thou- 
fands in the adjacent Parts, and Placey depending upon 

| . Kia 


Cuina, CHINESE-TaRTARy, &e, 


Kia bing fou, and Hou tcheou fou, fince there is fcarce 
a little Village where Silk is not wrought. 


The flower’d Taffetaes, and Satins called Lin t/e,and. 


others quite plain, but clofe work’d and even, called 


Lao fang fe which are made in this City, are count- 
ed the 


ft in the whole Empire, and moft in re- — 


queft: But that which renders this City delightful 
is a fmall Lake hard by, called Sz hou, which is a- 
bout two Leagues in Circumference, the Water of 
which is as limpid and clear as Cryftal, fo that you may 
fee the fmalleft Stones at the bottom ; the Sides, where 
the Water is fhallow, areall covered with the Flow- 
ers of Lien boa. There are laid upon Piles in this 
Lake handfome Walks, which are paved with large 
fquare Stones, for the Conveniency of thofe who pafs 
on Foot. There are likewife Caufeways made, and 
lined with Free-Stones, with Openings for Boats to 
pafs through, over which there are Bridges, 

In the middle of the Lake are two all Iflands, 
where People commonly refort after they have taken 
their Pleafure upon the Water, in one of which there is 
a Temple built, and proper Houfes for Entertain- 
ment: The Sides of the Lake are’ likewife adorned 
with Temples, and large Monafteries of Bonzes,  toge- 


ther with fine Houfes, among which there is a fmall - 


Palace for the Emperor’s Ufe, who lodges there when 
le makes a Tour into the Southern Provinces. 


The Second City, Kia hing fou. 


ALL this Country is water’d with Lakes and 
Canals cut by the Induftry of the Chinefe; the Ci- 
ty is large, populous, and carries ona good Trade; 
its Suburbs are of great Extent, and there-are feveral 
Bridges over tlre Canals and Ditches: ‘There is not a 
Houfe where they don’t breed Silk-worms. 

Canals are cut thro’ all Parts of the City, whofe Sides 
are lined with fine Free-Stone, and in all the Streets 
there are handfome Piazzas, under which one may 

| O 2 walk 
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walk free. from Rain; there are.many Triumphal 
Arches, both within and without the City, and fif- 
teen Marble Towers on the Sides of the Canal that 
lies to the Weft of the City, by which all the Barks 


afs. | 
The Fruit called Pe tchi, which I mention’d before, 


grows every where in Standing Waters and Moorifh 


Ground. In Autumn they catch little Birds, which 
they preferve in Wine made of Rice, and fell all the 
Year; they take likewife very good Cray-Fith. 

In the Neighbourhood of the City Hai yen, which 
is upon the Sea-Shore, there are Salt-Pits, from which 
they gain a great deal of Salt; and on all fides you 
fee little elfe but Silk Manufaétures: The Country 
is flat, and hath not fo much as one Mountain ; the 
Jurifdiction of this City contains feven Cities of the 


Third Order. — 
{he Third City, Hou tcheou fou. 


THE great Lake, on the Banks of which this. 
City ftands, gives it the Name of Hou tcheou ; it is 
one of the greateft and moft confiderable Cities in 
China, with refpect to its Riches, Trade, Fertility of 
its Soil, and the Beauty of its Canals and Moun- 
tains, 

The Quantity of Silk which is manufactured 
there is inconceivable ; the Tribute which one City | 
in its Dependance [Te t/in bien] pays alone, amounts 
to 500,000 Taels or Ounces of Silver; this is alfo 
the chief Place in China for making Writing-Pencils, 
and the Crop of Tea is here very plentiful; it has un- 
der its Jurifdiction one City of the Second Order, and 


’ fix of the Third. 


‘he Fourth City, Ning po fou. — 
NING PO, which the Europeans have called 


. Liam po, is a very good Port on the Eaftern Sea of 


China, overagaintt Fapan ; it is a City of the Firft 
7 : | Order, 


. , 
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Order, and has four of the Third under its Jurifdic- 
tion: It is fituate on the Confluence of two {mall Ri- 
vers, which, after their Union, form a Channel reach- 
ing to the Sea, and is deep enough to bear Veffels of 


200 Tun ; one of thefe Rivers, which the Chinefe call - 


Kin, comes from the South ; the other, named Yao, 
from Weft North-Wett :°. Thefe Rivers water a Plain 
furrounded almoft on all fides with Mountains, and 
form a fort of an Oval Bafon, whofe Diameter from 
Fait to Weft (drawing a Line acrofs the City) may 
be about ten or twelve thoufand Toifes, the Chinefe 
Toife being, as I have already faid, ten Foot: That 
from North to South is much greater, 

The Plain, which refembles a-Garden for its Le- 
velnefs and Cultivation, is full of Towns and Houfes, 
and divided by a great Number of Canals made by 
the Waters which fall from the Mountains ; the Ca- 
nal, upon which one Part of the Suburbs is fituated, 
reaches to the Foot of the Mountains, is feparated in- 
to three Branches, and is about five or fix thoufand 
Toifes long, and fix or feven broad. 

Within this Extent of Ground there are reckoned 
fixty-fix Canals on the right and left Sides of the 
principal one, fome of which are broader than the 
principal itfelf: ‘This vaft Quantity of Water, con- 
ducted with Art, renders the Plain exceeding fruitful, 
and caufes it to yield two Crops of Rice; befides the 
Rice, they alfo fow Cotton and Pulfe; there one may 
alfo behold a great Number of Trees which bear 
Tallow. | 

The Air is alfo every where wholefome, and the 
Country pleafant and open. The Sea fupplies a great 
Quantity of Fifh, all Sorts of Shell-Fifh, and good 
Lobfters; among others, in the beginning of the 
Summer, they catch a Fifh called Hoang, that is to 
fay, the Yellow Fifh, which are much fought after 
on account of their delicate Tafte; but as they will 
not keep long out of Water, they take care to put 
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them into Glaffes, and by this means tranfport them 
throughout the Empire. 

The Walls of Ning Po are 5074 Geometrical Paces 
in Circumference ; and from the Eaftern to the Weft- 
ern Gate, through a Street which lies almeft in a di- 
rect Line, there are reckoned 5274 large Paces: 
The Walls built of Free-Stone are in good Re- 
pair, and capable of refifting every thing but Cannon- 
Balls. | 

There is an Entrance into the City through five 
Gates, two of which are towards the Eaft, becaufe 
the Port is on that Side; not to fpeak of the two 
Water-Gates, fo called by the Chinefe, which are two 
great Arches that open through the Walls to give 
Paffage for the Barks in and out of the City, it be- 


‘ing divided by feveral Canals. On the South-Weft 


Side thereof there is not one Building which is worth 
our Notice ; but there is a Tower feveral Stories high, 


built with Brick ; and before the Eaftern Gate, which 


lies moft Southward, there is a Bridge over the Kin 
made of fixteen flat-bottomed Barks faftened toge- 
ther with Iron Chains, which may be about forty 
Toifes long. : 

That which is moft agreeable to the Rules of Ar- 
chitecture, is what the Chinefe call Pai leou, or Pi 
fan, and we Triumphal Arches. The Streets, which 
are very narrow, appear more fo on account of the 
Pent-houfes which are over the Shops, infomuch that 
two of our large Coaches could not pafs without Dif- 
ficulty. This City was plunder’d and fack’d during: 
the late War, but for fome Years paft begins to flou- 
rifh again; it is a large Garrifon. 

The Entrance into Ning po is difficult, efpecially 
for large Veffels, there being but fifteen Foot Water 
over the Bar in the higheft Tides ; in coming up the 
River, you leave on the left Hand Tin bai bien, which - 
Is under its Jurifdiétion. | 


This 


> 
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This City, which is an oblong Square, is rooo 
Toifes in Circumference, and is commanded by a 
Cittadel built on a very high Rock, by the Foot of 


which all Veffels muft neceffarily pafs, at half the 


diftance of a Piftol-Shot; they enter in during the 
Space of one Tide, along a very fine River about 
150 Toifes broad, and feven or eight Fathom 
deep, having Salt-Houfes on each fide, with Towns, 
and a well-cultivated Country, which at a great di- 
{tance is bounded with high Mountains. 

The Chinefe Merchants of Siam and Batavia go 
thither yearly to buy Silks, which they know to be 
the fineft in-the Empire; thofe of Fo kien, and other 
Provinces, refort thither continually: They alfo 
have a great [rade with Fapan; Nanga Zacha be- 
ing diftant from thence but two Days Sail, the Cdi- 
nefe carry thither Silks, Stuffs, Sugar, Drugs, and 
Wine, and bring back Copper, Gold, and Silver : 
About eighteen or twenty Leagues from Ning. po is 
an Ifland called Icheo chan; the Port is very good, 
but not commodious for Trade; and it is here the 
Engh/b landed by chance at their firft Arrival, not be- 
ing able to find the way.to Ning po among the 
Iflands on this Coaft. : 


"The Fifth City, Chao hing fou. 


— THIS City is fituated on one of the moft -beau-. 


tiful Plains in the World; there are Canals in every 
Street, and no City fo much refembles Venice as this, 
tho’ it’s vaftly preferable to that, becaufe the Canals 
here are filled with very clear Running- Water. 

We may pafs and repafs into any Part of the Ci- 
ty on all fides, by the Affiftance of Boats, there be- 
ing not one Street without a Canal; for which rea- 
fon there are very high Bridges, and many that have 
only one Arch, , | | 

On each fide of every Canal are large clean Streets, 
paved with great white Free-Stones, for the moft part 
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fix or feven Foot long ; and here are a great many Tri- 
umpha] Arches very handfomly built. It is faid to 
be at Icaft four Leagues jn Circumference, for which 
reafon it is divided into two Hien or Subaltern Ju- 
rifdictions, which have their diftinét. Governments, 
one of which hasthe Name of Chan in, and the other 
Quei ki. | _ 

Several Houfes (which is feldom feen in the reft of 
the Chinefe Cities) are built of Free-Stone, extremely 
white; thefe Stones are got out of an almoft inex- 
hauftible Quarry, which is in the Mountain called 
Niao men chan, two Leagues from the City; the 
Walls which encompafs it are between two Ditches, 
the one within the City, and the other without; thefe 
Ditches are fill’d with Water as clear and limpid as 
that of the Canal. ; 

Chao bing is, in fome fenfe, a City of Learned 
Men, and its Inhabitants are the moft formidable for 
“Sophiftry in all China, being very well skill’d in the 
Laws; there is no Viceroy or great Mandarin, who 
is not defirous of one out of this City to employ as. 
his Secretary: Thereare reckoned in this Diftriét eight 
Cities of the Third Order. 

The Wine, which is made here in great Quanti- 
ties, is very much efteemed, and tranfported through- 
out the Empire. About half a League from the 
City is a Sepulchre, faid to be that of the Grand 2, 
who made his way ta the Throne in the beginning 
of the Monarchy, by draining a great Part of the 
Empire which lay under Water. On the fide of the 
Sepulchre is erected a ftately Edifice, by Order of the 
late Emperor Cang bi, who, in the 28th Year of his 
Reign, went to pay due Honour to the Memory of 
this great Prince. | | 

Not far off there is a remarkable Mountain, cal- 
led The Mountain of Apes, becaufe it is fomething 
pf that Shape; it isa Place of great Refort, where 


_ People go ta take all kinds of Diverfion: One fees - 


there 
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there a handfome Summer-Houfe, which ferves to 
feaft in, at the bottom whereof is a Pond exceeding 
deep, in which are kept Fifh of an extraordinary 
Bignefs ; they appear at the top of the Water, and 
Bread being thrown down from the Window of the 
Summer-Houfe, they fwallow it whole. | : 


The Sixth City, Tai tcheou fou. 


THIS City, which hath fix others in its Di- 
{tri€t, is fituate on the Bank of a River, ina very 
-Mountajnous Country ;_ tho’ it is not fo rich and con. 
fiderable as the Cities of which I have been fpeaking, 
yet the Neighbourhood of the Sea fupplies it with all 
things neceffary. The. moft remarkable thing is, 
that they catch a kind of Thornback, whefe Skin is 
proper for feveral Ufes, efpecially to make Scabbards 
for Cutlaffles, They carry on a great Trade with them 
in the Country, and tranfport them into Fapan, and 
throughout the Empire. “ | 


The Seventh City, Kin hoa fou. 


THIS City is placed in the Heart of a Pro- 
vince, and on the Banks of a fine River, into which 
feveral little ones difcharge themfelves: It was for- 
merly of great Extent, and famous for the Beauty of 
its Buildings ; but the People, who are of a warlike 
Difpofition, having long refifted all the Power of 
the Zartars who invaded China, were at length fub- 
dued, and one Part of the City burnt ; it is now re- 
built, as well as a Jarge Bridge which is on the Weft- 
fide, and another oF Boats near the City Lang ki 
bien, which is the fineft of all thofe which the Zar- 
tars burnt. 

Kin boa hath eight Cities of the Third Order in its 
Dyftrict ; they are partly fituated ina level Country, 
and partly among the Mountains. Rice grows here 
in great Plenty, and the Wine made of it is much 
effeemed. | 3 


They 
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“They here drive on a great Trade with large dri- 
ed Plumbs, and Hams, which are much efteemed, 
and fent into all the Provinces of the Empire. There 
are almoft every where feen little Shrubs, with a 
white Flower not unlike Jeffamin, which produce - 
Tallow that makes very white Candles, which will 
not ftick to the Hands, nor yield any bad Smell when 
extinguifh’d. a % 


| The Eighth City, Kia teheou fou. 


THE Situation of this City is agreeable enough 
tt 1s built near a fine River, and between two others 
that are fmaller that run into it: It is the moft 
Southern City of the Province, and borders on the 
Provinces of Kiang f and Fo kien; but the Road 
which Jeads to this laft Province, which is but three 
Days Journey, is very difficult to travel in, becaufe 
of the Mountains which there is a Neceflity of paf- 
fing. i | 

This Road begins in the Neighbourhood of the 
City of Kiang chan bien, wherein one is oblig’d to 
travel near thirty Leagues on Mountains, whofe 
Afcents and Defcents are very fteep ; there is one that 
hath Stairs on the fide of it of more than 300 Steps 
made of Stone; the Travellers find from time to time 
convenient Inns. The reft of the Country hath no- 
thing remarkable ; it hath five Cities in its Di- 

ict. | | | | : 


The Ninth City, Yen | tcheou fou, aud Men 
_ tcheou fou. 


THO? this City is fituate on the Banks of a Ri- 
ver that runs nigh its Walls, and is near enough ano- 
ther which carries pretty large Barks, yet it is not 


_ to be compared to the other Cities of the Province 


for the Grandeur, Number, and Riches of its Inha- 
bitants, 
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bitants. The Hills and Mountains, of which this 


Country is full, render it very unequal. oe 
There are found here Mines of Copper, and Trees 
that yield Varnifh, which gives a Value to the Ca- 
binet-Work fo much efteemed in Europe; when this 
Varnifh is once dry it never melts again, and will 
bear boiling Water. The Paper Manufacture of this 
Place is in equal Efteem, and for which they have ‘a 


great Demand : Six Cities of the Third Order arein — 


its Diftrict. , 
The Tenth City, Quen tcheou fou. 


THE Situation of this City is in Marfhy Land, 
very near the Sea, and the Beauty of its Buildings 
gave it the Name of Little Hang tcheou. The Flux 
and Reflux of the Sea afcends to the very Walls, where 
_ one may fee a great Number of Barks and large 
Veffels, that lie there in a fafe and commodious 
Haven. | - y 3 | 

The whole Country is a Mixture of fertile Plains 
and barren Meuntains, fome of which are very crag- 
gy and fteep, efpecially in the Neighbourhood of 
Fo kien ; it hath five Cities of the Third Order in its 
Diftridt. = | | 

The Eleventh City, 'Tchu tcheou fou. 


THIS whole Country is encompafied with vat 
Mountains, the Vallies are very fruitful, and Rice is 
very cheap, on account of the Difficulty of tranf- 
porting it elfewhere ; the City is firuated on the Banks 
of a fine River, which is navigable as far as the Sea: 
‘The Mountains are cover’d with handfome Trees, and 
among others with Pines of an extraordinary Thick- 


nefs; there are fome, as we have been affur’d, that, 


will hold more than thirty Men inthe Cavity of their 


“Trunk; they ferve for building Houfes and Céinefe 


Vefiels. 
‘The 
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The Rivulets are bordered with Forefts of Reeds 
or Cane, called by the Europeans, Bamboos; fome 
grow up to the Height of thirty Foot, and the {mall- 


eft are not lefs than ten; if they are burnt while 


een, there proceeds a Water from them look’d up- 
on by the Phyficians as very wholefome, and is given 
to thofe who have their Blood coagulated by any 
Bruife or Fall, ic being pretended that this Water 
has the Virtue of freeing the Body from this corrupt- 
ed Blood. — It. hath ten Cities in its Diftrict. : 





The Sixth Province of the Empire of China, 
Hou quang. 


, T HIS great Province is placed in the middle of the 


Empire, between the Provinces of Ho nan, Kiang 
nan, Kiang fi, Quang tong, Quang fi, Koei tcheou, Se 
tchuen, and Chen fi; the great River, Yang ife kiang, 
runs crofs it from Eaft to Weft, dividing it in two 
Parts, the Northern and Southern, 

The North Part contains eight Fou, or Cities of 
the Firft Order, and fixty Cities of the Second and 
Third Orders, without reckoning the Towns, Villa- 
ges, and Cities of War. 

The greateft Part of this Province is a flat open 
Country, watered in all parts with Brooks, Lakes, 
and Rivers; there are great Numbers of all kinds 
os Fifth, and great Plenty of Wild-Fow] upon the 


es. 

The Fields nourifh Beafts without number; the 
Land produces all forts of Grain and Fruits, efpeci- 
ally Oranges and Citrons of all kinds; the Moun- 
tains contain great Plenty of Simples and Medicinal 
Herbs ; fome of them abound with Talk, and others — 
are cover’d with large old Pines, fit to make the 

a great 
8 
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great Pillars which the Cimefe Architects make ufe 
of in their fineft Buildings. 

In the Sands of the Rivers and Brooks which de- 
{cend from the Mountains they find Gold; there are 
Mines of Iron, Tin, Tottenague, and fuch like Me- 
‘tals, alfo great Quantities of Paper, made of. the 
Bamboos which grow there: In the Fields there are 
great Numbers of little Infeéts that yield Wax, as 
well as Bees which produce Honey. 

In a word, there is fuch great Plenty of all forts 
of Commodities, that it is commonly called the Ma- 
gazine of the Empire; and it is a Proverb among 
the Chinefe, That the Province of Kiang fi may fur- 
nifo China with a Breakfaf, but none but Hou quang 
can wholly maintain it. 

There was formerly in this Province a great Num- 
ber of Princes defcended from the Royal Family of 
Hong vou, but this Family is now almoft extinguifh- 
ed by the Zartars. 


The North Part of the Province of Hou quang. 


Ihe Firft City, and Capital of the Province, Vou 
chang fou. 


THIS is both the Capital of the Province, and 
the North Part of it, called Hou pe, where refides. 
the jong tou of both Parts of this Province ; it has 
under its particular Jurifdiction one City of the Second 
Order, and nine of the Third. 


Vou chang is almoft in the Centre of the Em- - 


pire, and fituate in a Place which may moft eafily 
communicate with the reft of the Provinces. This 
City joined to Han yang, from which it is feparated 
only by the Breadth of the River Yang t/e kiang, and 
the little River Han forms a Place the beft Peopled, 
and of the greateft Refort in China; one may com- 
pare the Extent of this City to Paris, and Han Ya 
to Lyons, or Rouen: Add to this, an ae e 
um- 
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Number of Barks of all Sizes, which lie fome in 
one River, fome in the other, for the length of. two 
French Leagues, to the number of eight or ten 
thoufand Veffels, among which there are hundreds 
every way as large as the moft part of thofe that lie 
at. Nantz. Certamly, if one confiders nothing elfe 
but this Foreft of Mafts which are upon the fine Ri- 
ver Yang tfe kiang, about a League broad in this 
Place, tho’ it is 150 Leagues from the Sea, and deep 
enough for the greateft Veffels, it will juftly raife 
our Wonder; but when one gains the Top of any 
Afcent, and difcovers fuch a vaft Extent of Ground 
covered with Houfes, we fhould fcatcely believe our | 
own Eyes, or at leaft muft think it the fineft Sight in 
the World. | 

One may judge, by the Number of Rivers and 
Lakes with which this Province is watered, how 
fruitful it is, and how eafily the Trading with the - 
reft of the Empire, by means of the great River Yang 
t/e kiang, muft needs inrich it. 

What is farther worthy of Obfervation, is the fine 
Cryftal which is dug out of the Mounfains, the 
plentiful Crops of the beft Tea, and the extraordi- 


nary Demand for Bamboo Paper, which is manufac- 
tured here. | 


The Second City, Han yang fou. 


~~ THIS City, which is feparated from the Capi- 


tal only by the River Yang t/e kiang, 1s alfo fituated - 
on the Banks of the River Han, from whence it de- 
rives its Name, and has within its Walls, and with- 
out, feveral very venomous Lakes, whereon great 
Quantities of Wild-Fowl are taken: Its Situation, 
and the great Refort thither to purchafe Merchan- 
dizes, render the Inhabitants extremely rich. 

There are feveral Sorts of Oranges and Citrons, 
but they never grow to be perfectly ripe. It is re- 
markable for a very high Tower, formerly erected 

| to 
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to the Honour of a Maid, whofe Innocence and Vir- 
tue were cleared in a miraculous manner. Han tchuen 
bien is the only City in its Diftrict, which is quite fur- 
rounded with Lakes and Rivers, | 
_ Ihe Third City, Ngan lo fou. 
THIS City ftands upon the Banks of the River 


Han, in a vatt Plain, equally pleafant and fruitful ;. 
its ‘Trade with the famous Cities, which [ have juft 


fpoken of, contributes greatly to the Riches and Wel- 
fare of its Inhabitants ; befides this there is nothing 
worth mentioning: It has in its Diftrict two Cities of 
the Second Order, and five of the Third. 


The Fourth City, Siang yang fou. 
| | 5 | 
THIS City is fituated on the Banks of the fame 


River Han, and has the fame Advantages as the. 
preceding, with refpeét to Commerce and all the 


Neceffaries of Life. A great Quantity of Gold is 
gathered out of the Sands of its Rivers, and it’s ve- 
ry likely that rich Mines might be found in the 
Mountains, if it was not prohibited. 

They get from thence Lapis Lazuli, and a Green 
Stone much ufed in Painting: There are a great 
many old Pines, fit for the Pillars of large Build- 
ings: The Mountains with which one Part of the 
Diftri& is covered, render the Country very rough, 
and the Roads difficult to travel in. There grows 
a great deal of Houfe-leek and Simples ufed in Phy- 
fick : One City of the Second Order, and four of 
the Third depend upon its Jurifdiction. 

The Fifth City, Yuen yang fou. 

THIS is the moft Northern City of the Pro- 
vince, and the neareft Chen fi: It is built upon the 
Banks of the River Han, in a Plain fufficiently large; 
it is furrounded with Mountains of eafy Afcent, which 
renders the Country very agreeable. ai 
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The Mountains produce feveral Sorts of Medicinal 
Herbs, and a great Quantity of fine Tin: The Soil is 
fertile in every Part, and there grows here a very un~ 
common Shrub not unlike Ivy; it creeps up the out- — 
fide of ‘Trees as that does, and produces Flowers of a 
yellowifh White ; the Extremities of the Branches are 
as fine as Threads of Silk. 

This City hath fix Cities‘of the Third Order under 
its Jurifdition ; one of them, called Zcheou chan bien, 
is on the Banks of a River that difcharges it felf in- 
to the Han, its Water is ufeful to take Spots out of 
Silk, and to fharpen Edge-Tools ;_ beyond all queftion 
there are certain Salts mixed with the Water that give 
it this Virtue. : 

The Sixth City, Te ngan fou. | 

THIS City is not far from the River Yang tf 


_ Mang, is fituated on the Banks of a River that runs 


into it, and which communicates by feveral Branches 
with divers Lakes which lie near it: Six Cities of the — 
Third Order are in its Diftrict. “The Country is en- 
clofed on the North by Mountains, and on the South 


__ by Rivers, which render it very fruitful: There is no- 


thing particular belongs to it, but a kind of White 
Wax, produced by little White Infects, which do 
not require any Care like Bees, but are found in the 
open Fields : They make Candles of this Matter, which 
1s whiter than Wax, yields a clearer Light, and while 
burning a more agreeable Scent. 


The Seventh City, Kin tcheou fou. 


THE Diftri&t of this City is confiderable, it con- 
tains thirteen Cities, two of the Second Order, and 
eleven of the Third; it makes a fine Appearance, the 
Lakes which are round it do not a little contribute to 
render the Land fruitful and pleafant ; befides it hath 
a great Trade, is well built, and is not lefs populous 
than the Capital: It is divided by a fingle Wall into 

| two 


two Parts, one of which belongs to the Chine/e, the 
other to the Iartars, of which the Garrifon confifts. 

_ There are Plenty of Oranges of a little fharpith 
Tafte; the different Lakes furnifh Variety of the beft 
Fifh. The.Reafon why the Zartars have built a Cit- 
tadel in this Place, is to keep the Government of the 
City in their own Hands, the Situation of which ren- 
ders it of great Confequence ; it’s commonly faid that 
thofe who are pofieffed of Kin tcheou have the Key of 
China. a 


| The Eighth City, Hoang tcheou fou. 


T HE Situation of this City is on the Banks of the 
River Yang tfe kiang ; its {mall Diftance from the Ca- 


pital, and the Number of Lakes which furround it, ren- _ 


der it a moft agreeable Place for Habitation ; it is 
extremely well peopled, and for Trade gives place 
_ to few other Cities. There come there daily a fur- 
prifing Number of Barks, loaded with. all forts of 
Merchandize. 

The whole. Diftri& is admirably well cultivated, 
and agreeably diverfified by the Rivers and Brooks 
that water it, as well as by the Mountains which 
bound it on the North; fome of thefe Mountains are 


covered with Trees, which are of great fervice to the © 


Inhabitants; there are alfo Fountains, which have the 
Property of giving Tea a delicious Tafte. 

There are taken in the River near the City great 
Numbers of*fortoifes, fome great, fome fmall, which 
the Nobility keep in their Gardens for Diverfion, and 
alfo at their Pleafure-Houfes. They make excellent 
Arrack, which is very ftrong, and takes Fire in an 
Inftant, and hath no bad Smell ; there are alfo very 
good Chefnuts, and very large. Its Diftrict contains 
nine Cities, one of the Second Order, and eight of 
the Third. 
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The South Part of the Province of Hou quang. 


The Firft City, and Capital of the South Part, 
Tchang tcha fou. 


THIS is the Capital of the South Part of the 
Province, called by the Chinefe Hou nan: It is fituate 
on a large River, which hath Communication with 
the great Lake Tong ting hou: ‘The Rivers and Lakes 
wherewith the Country is watered, and the Eafe with 
which Husbandmen convey the Waters into their 


~ Grounds by Machines, of which I have elfewhere 


fpoken, renders the Soil. rich and fruitful, infomuch 
that there is no fear of Famine in Seafons of the 
greateft Drought. There is great. Plenty of Fifth in 
the Rivers, and efpecially of very fine Lampreys. 

The Country is partly flat, and partly mountainous, 
from which they get fine native Cinnabar, and plenty 
of Chalk, which the Chinefe Phyficians turn into Lime, 
and mix with their Wine, which they pretend is ex- 
cellent to preferve Health. This Capital hath in its 
Diftrict one City of the Second Order, and eleven of 
the Third. 

The Inhabitants of this City have given occafion 
to a great Feftival, which is celebrated in the fifth 
Month throughout the Empire: The Mandarin who 
governed this City, and was much efteemed and beloved 
by the People for his Probity and Virtue, happening 
‘to be drowned in the River, they inftituted a Feftival 
to his Honour, which is celebrated by Sports, and 
Feafts, and Fights upon the Waters, as if they in- 
tended to fearch for the Mandarin, the Object of their 
Love and Grief: This Feftival, which was at firft 
particular to this City, came afterwards to be obferved 
throughout the Empire. 

They prepare for this remarkable Day fmall gilt 
Barks, long and narrow, one of whofe Ends is of 
the Shape of a Dragon, whence they are called Long 
tchuen. Formerly they had Skirmifhes upon the Wa- 

ter, 


~ 
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ter, and there were Rewards affigned to thofe that 
got the Victory; but as thefe forts of Diverfions were 
attended with dangerous Confequences, and fome- 
times were accompanied with fatal Accidents, they 
were prohibited by the Mandarins almoft all over the 
Empire. * . , 


The Second City, Yo tcheou fou: — 


THE Situation of this City is uncommon; it 
ftands on the Banks of the great River Yang tf kiang, 
and the great Lake Tong ting : This Lake, which re- 
fembles a Sea, is remarkable for the Greatnefs of its Cir- 
cuit, Which is more than fourfcore of our Leagues ; 
for the Quantity of its Water, efpecially in certain 
Seafons, in which the two great Rivers of the Province, 
{welled with Rains, difcharge themfelves into it, paf- 
fing out on the other Side infenfibly diminifhed, and 
for the aftonifhing Quantity of fine Fifth which are 
caught therein. “The great Number of Barks and 
Merchandizes which are brought thither, render it one 
of the richeft Cities of the Empire ; its Diftri& con- 
tains one City of the Second Order, and feven of the 


Third ; fome of thefe Cities are on the Eaft Side - 


of the Lake, and others on the Weft: It is every 
where extremely fruitful, and.full of different kinds 
of Orange and Limon-Trees, 


Several of the Mountains are covered with Forefts. 


of different forts of Trees, efpecially Pines; in fore 


are found Lapis. Lazuli, and the Green Stone, which | 


" ‘reduced to Powder furnifhes Painters with a very beaue 
tiful Green out of others are got Chalk, and little 
black Stones, which the Phyficians likewife reduce in- 
to an impalpable Powder, and give it as an efficacious 
Remedy againft Difeafes of the Throat, efpecially 
the Quinfey. - 
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The Third City, Pao king fou. 


T HIS City ftands on the River Lo kiang, whofe 
Stream runs into the Heng kiang, which hath a Com- 
munication with the Lake Zong ting. Its Diftri€ 
confifts of fruitful Vallies and pleafant Fields, which 
are mountainous towards the Province of Quang f.. 
It hath in its Jurifdiction one City of the Second 
Order, and Four of the Third. 

On the North of the City Ou kiang tcheou the Ri- 
ver is dangerous, and the Barks pafs along with diffi- . 
culty ; its Stream paffes acrofs the Rocks with a won- 
derful Swiftnefs. There is a Column of Copper e- 
rected, to which the Barks are made faft till the 
neceflary Meafures are taken to get up the River 
with Safety. 


Ibe Fourth City, Heng tcheou fou. 


The Diftrict of this City is of a pretty large Extent, 
it comprehends one of the Second Order, and nine of 
the Third: it is fituated on an Angle, made by two 
Rivers that inclofe part of its Bounds. Its Mountains 
are pleafant and well cultivated, fome of which are 
cover’d with Evergreens. The Country produces all 
the Neceffaries of Life; there is great plenty of Game, 
and feveral Mines of Silver, but the Opening of them 
is prohibited. They alfo make very good Paper ; in 
fhort, every thing is plentiful, and this is not one of 
the leaft Cities of the Province. 


The Fifth City, Tchang te fou. 


IT is a large City, fituated on the Banks of the 
River Yuen kiang, and at a {mall Diftance from the 
great Lake Yong ting, wherein the River difcharges it 


felf. Its Extent 1s fmall, having but four Cities of the 


Third Order in its Diftri€t ; but the Land is the moft 
fruitful of any in the Province, and the River, which 
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is navigable almoft throughout, caufes Trade to flou- 
rifh ; every thing grows there in great plenty. 


That which is uncommon, 1s a particular Sort of — 


Orange-Trees, which bear no Fruit till the Seafon in 


which others bear is paft: This makes the Chincfe — 


call them Winter Orange-Trees: They have a ve- 
ry delicious Tafte. , | , 
The Mountains are full of Deer: There are alfo 
plenty of Cedars on them, whofe Fruit is not good 
to eat, but they hang it up in their Rooms, becaufe 
It yields a very agreeable Scent. There is alfo great 
{tore of Lapis Lazuli, as well as the beft Manna, 


The Sixth City, Tching tcheou fou. 


THIS City is fituated on an Angle made by two 
Rivers; the-Country is watered by a great Number 
of Brooks, which makes the Vallies exceeding fruit- 
ful; it is very full of Mountains, which yield plenty 
of Quickfilver, Lapis Lazuli, and-Green Stones for 
Painting : There are alfo Mines of Silver and Gold. 

The People who inhabit thefe Mountains are not 
fo polite as the rett of the Chinefe,; on the contrary, 
their rude and favage Manners make them to be 
looked upon as Barbarians: The Diftrict of this Ci- 
2 a one of the Second Order, and nine of the 


The Seventh City, Yong tcheou fou. 
THIS City, the moft Southern of the Province, 


is furrounded with Mountains, whofe Verdure renders . 


a very agreeable Profpeét, and is fituate on the Banks 
of a River, which not far from thence runs into the 
Stang kiang. The Water of this River is fo clear and 
limpid, that in the deepeft Places you may count the 
Stones and Flints that are at the Bottom : There grows 
plenty of Bamboos in fome part of this Diftrict, and 
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in others the Lien boa, with yellow Flowers: There 
are eight Cities in its Jurifdi€tion, one of the Second 


~ Order, and feven of the Third. ° 


Befides thefe principal Cities, there are two of the 
Second Order, which are not fubjeét to any Fou, or 
City of the Firft Order, and have each a Jurifdiétion 
over other Cities: The firft is called Tin tcheou, and 
is on the Frontiers of the Province of Koei tcheou, it 
has in its Diftri¢t three Cities of the Third Order : 
The fecond is called Iching Ttheou, a very large and 
populous City, built between two Rivers; five Ci- 
ties of the Third Order are fubjeét to it, ‘all fitu- 
ated on the Frontiers of the City of Quang tong : Tho’ 
this City is full of Mountains, yet they do not hin- 
der its Cultivation, = 





The Seventh Province of the Empire of China, 


a 


Ho nan. 


TH! S Province, for the Mildnefs of its Climate, 

and Fertility of its Soil, 1s generally efteem’d a 
delicious Country, and is called by the Chinefe Toug 
hoa, that is, The Flower of the Middle, becaufe it is 
{ituated near the middle of China. It is bounded on 
the North by the Provinces of Pe tcheli and Chan fi, 


on the Weft by Chen fi, on the South by Hou quang,. 


and on the Eaft by Chan tong ; it is water’d by the 
River Hoang bo. Befides the Forts, Caftles, and Gar- 
rifon Cities, it contains eight Fou, or Cities of the 


Firft Order, and 192 of the Second and Third Or-_ 


ders. | 
The Chinefe fay that Fo bi, the Firft Founder of 
their Monarchy, kept his Court in this Province ; 
fome of their Authors affirm that he began his Reign 
2952 Years before the coming of Chri: If their O- 
— pinion 
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pinion be true, it confirms the Chronology of the Sep- 
tuagint. The Air of this Country is very temperate 
and healthful; it abounds with Corn, Rice, Pafture, 
Cattle, Oranges of all forts, Pomegranates, and all 
kinds of Fruits as Eurepe does. The whole Province 
. isa Champaign Country, excepting towards the Weft, 
where there are Mountains covered with Forefts ; but 
towards the Eaft it is cultivated like a Garden ; the 
Chinefe call it The Garden of China. 

Ic is alfo well water’d with Fountains, Brooks and 
Rivers, which make it very pleafant. There isa 
_ Lake in it remarkable for giving an inimitable 
Luftre to Silk, with which this Country abounds. 
In one of the Cities, named Nang yag, there is a 


kind of Serpent, whofe Skin 1s fpeckled with white, 


Spots, which the Chinefe Phyficians ce in a Phiol 
full of Wine, and give it as a Remedy for the Palfy. 


The Firft City, and Metropolis of the Province, 
Cai fong fou. 


THIS isa large, rich, and populoys Place, fitu- 
ated in a fine Country, in’ the middle of a large and 
well cultivated Plain, within two Leagues and a half 
of the River Hoang bo; it hath this Inconveniency, 
being fituated in a Bottom, that the River is higher 
than the City. 

To prevent the Inundations they have made great 
Dikes of more than thirty Leagues long; inthe Year 
1642 this City was befieged by the Rebels, whofe 
Army confifted of upwards of 100,000 Men ; the 
City had endured a Siege of fix Months ; the General 
of the Army, who was come to fuccour the City, find- 
ing it impracticable to relieve it, ordered the Dikes 
of the great River Hoang bo to be brake open, in order 
to overflow the Country. The Inundation was fo vio- 


lent that it drowned the City, and 300,000 Inhabi- - 


tants perifhed. | 
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Cai fong was then three Leagues in Circumference ; 
it has been rebuilt fince that Misfortune, but is not con~- 
fiderable enough to be placed in the Firft Rank of 
the Cities of China, Its Diftrict 1s very large, and 
Contains four Cities of the Second Order, and thirty 
of the Third. 


The Second City, Kouei te fou, 


THIS City is firuated in a vaft Plain between. 
two fine Rivers; its Diftrict contains feven Cities, 
one of the Firft Order, and fix of the Third: Thefe 
Cities are rich, and well peopled ; the Country is flat, 
and well cultivated: The Air 1s very pure, and the 
Soil fruitful in all forts of Grain and Fruits, efpecial- 
ly Oranges and Pomegranates. | 


The Third City, Tchang te fou.. , 


THIS City is fituated in the Northern Part of 
the Province ; its Diftrict is not large, being ftraight- 
ned by the Provinces of Pe tche i, and of Chan f: ; it 
is well watered with feveral Rivers, which make its 
Soil very fertile ; they dig out of the Mountains, which 
are not very high, Loadftones, and they bear divers 
kinds of Wormwood. In the Precinét of this City 
there is one City of the Second Order, and fix of the 
Third, | 

The Fourth City, Ouei kiun fou. 


THIS City is built on the Bank of a River in 
a fandy Ground, whofe Soil is not fo rich as the reft 
of the Province ; it has in its Diftrict but fix Cities of 
the Third Order, - 
The Fifth City, Hoai king fou. | 
THE Territory of this City is but of a very 
{mall Extent; it is bounded on the North by the 
Mountains which feparate it from the Province of 
Chanfi, andon the South it hath the great River Hoang 


bo; 
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bo; its Diftrict contains but fix Cities of the Third 
Order. The Airis mild, and very healthful, the 
Soil is equally fertile, producing all the neceffaries of 
Life in abundance : There are great Quantities of Sim- 
vples and Medicinal Plants, which fupply the Province. 


The Sixth City, Honan fou. 


"THIS City, which has the fame Name with the 
Province, is fituated between Hills and three Rivers. 
The Chinefe thought formerly that it was the Center 
of the Earth, becaufe it is in the Center of their Em- 
pire. The Soil about it is fertile, and the City is. 
‘very large and populous, its Diftrict is of great Ex- 
tent, and contains one City of the Second Order, and 
thirteen of the Third. One of thefe Cities, called 
Teng fong bien, is remarkable for the Tower which the 
famous Zcheou kong built, and in which he ufed to ob- 
ferve the Celeftial Motions; there is yet remaining 
an Inftrument with which he pfed to take the Alti- 
tude ‘of the Sun at Noon, in order to find the Lati- 
tude : He lived upwards of 1000 Years before the 
Birth of Chrift ; the Chine/e pretend that he invented 
the Mariners Compafs. | | 


The Seventh City, Nan yang fou. 


' THE Country about this City is Very fine, 
large, and of a wonderful Fertility; the City is fitu- 
ated on the Banks of a fmall River, being neither 
large, rich, nor populous, and is furrounded with 
Mountains ; fome of them have the Lapis Lazult. 
There are alfo Serpents fpotted with White, as I 
mentioned before, and which the Chinefe Phyficians 
ufe for the Cure of the Palfy. The Jurifdiction of 

is City is valtly great, and comprehends two Cities 
"of the Second Order, and fix of the'Third. 


The 
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The Eighth City, Yu ning fou. 


THIS City is fituated upon the Banks of the Ri- 
ver Yu be. The Country within its Diftrict is very 
Jarge, and’ 1s partly flat, and partly mountainous, 
efpecially to the North and South ; it is watered with - 
feveral Ravers, which renders the Soil very fruitful. 
There are two Cities of the Second, and twelve of the 
Third Order under its Jurifdiction. 7 





The Eighth Province of the Empire of China, . 
Chan tong. 


TH IS is one of the moft fruitful Provinces of the 

Empire : It is bounded Weftward with the Pro- 
vince of Pe tche li, and Part of Ho nan, Southward 
with Kiang nan, Eaftward with the Gulph of Kiang 


- man, and Northward with the Gulph of Pe tche i. 
~ Je is divided into fix Countries ; there are tn it fix Ci- 


ties of the Firft Order; and 114 of the Second and 
Third Order, befides fifteen Forts built along the 
Coafts at the Mouth of Havens and Rivers, and fe- 
veral Iflands in the Gulph, which are very populous, 
and have very good Havens. The Imperial Canal paf- 
fes through Part of this Province; 1t is. through this 
Canal that all the Barks, which go from the Southward 
to Peking pafs ; the Duties which they pay for the Mer- 
‘chandifes they carry amount to 10,000,000. The 
Length of this Canal, the Thicknefs and the Height of 
the Dikes through which it runs, and which are made 
of hewen Stone, with Ornaments at proper Diftances, 
fhew the admirable Induftry of the Chinefe. Befides 
this great Canal it is well water'd with Lakes, Ri- 
vers, and Brooks, which render it very fertile. It 
abounds with Rice, Millet, Wheat, Barley, Beans, 
| an 
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and all forts of Grain and Fruit, and alfo with all 
forts of Fowls, as Capons, Pheafants, Partridges, 
Quails, and Hares, which are very cheap; and alfo 
Fifh, which are fo plenty that they are fold for little © 
or nothing. ; 

There are Fruits of all kinds,‘ efpecially Pears, 
which are excellent, Chefnuts, fine Peaches, divers 
forts of Nuts, and multitudes of Prunes; the Prunes 
and Pears are dry’d, and afterwards fent into other 
Provinces. There is a fort of Fruit which the Por- 
tuguefe call Figs, and the Chinefe Setfe, which is to 
be found no where but in China ; altho’ it grows in 
other Provinces, this of Chan tong hath the greateft 
Plenty of it. 

This Fruit, of which I have fpoken in other Pla-' 
ces, 1s never ripe but towards the beginning of Au- 
tumn: It iscommonly dry’d asthe Figsare in Europe, 
and fold in the Empire, when it becomes white as if 
Flour had been thrown on it, and is covered by little 
and little with a Coat of Sugar. Some of it is excel- 
lent for Tafte, and eats like our beft dry’d Figs; fuch 
is that which is gathered in the Province of Chan fi. 

There is another Kind, which is green, and is never 
tender wher full ripe, but is cut with a Knife like 
our Apples: The Trees which yield thefe Fruits, 
have very little need of Dreffing. There are a kind of 
Worms, like our Caterpillars, which fpin in the Fields 
a fort of white Silk, whofe Threads ftick to the 
Bufhes and Shrubs, of which they make a coarfer 
Silk than that which is made of the Silk Worms 
brought up in Houfes, but clofer and thicker. 


Ihe Firft City, and Metropolis of this Province, 
Tfi nan fou. 

ALTHO?’ this Capital is not built near the great 
Canal, yet all its Trade is upon it: About a League 
from this Town there ig a large Village called Leou 

keouy 
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keou, which is on the Banks of a River called Ting 
bo, which runs into the Canal, and by which all the 
Merchandife of this Town is convey’d to it. The 
principal Commodity of this Country are the Silks 
called Kien tcheou, which are made of the Silk of the 
Worms like Caterpillars, already defcribed, and are 
very lafting, and very cheap. The other Commo- 


" dity is Chinefe Glafs, called Leou i, which is made 


at a large Town called Yen tching, within the Di- 
ftri&t of this Capital : This fort of Glafs is more brittle 
than that of Europe, and breaks when expofed to the 
Incfemencies of the Air. } 

Tfi nan is a very large and populous Place; there 
are feveral Lakes within its Walls, from which Ca- 
nals have been made through the City; it.is alfo 
beautified with very fine Buildings, There are within 
its Diftrict four Cities of the Second Order, and 
twenty fix of the Third. The Country about it, which 
reaches to the Sea, is very fruitful in all kind of 
Grain, and abounds with Cattle. In fome of its 
Mountains there are Iron Mines, and the Lakes are 
well ftocked with Fifth. The Flowers called Lien 
boa, which I have mentioned feveral times, are very 
plentiful in this Country. 


The Second City, Yen tcheou fou. 

THE Territory depending upon this Capital is 
inclofed between two confiderable Rivers, one to the 
North called Ya tchin bo, andthe other to the South 
call’d Hoang ho, befides feveral: other fmall Rivers 
and Lakes, which abound with Fifh, and make the 
Soil very fruitful. The Country is very well cul- 
tivated, and the Mountains are covered with Woods, 
and the Air mild and temperate. There are twenty 
feven Cities within the Jurifdiction of this Capital, 
whereof four are of the Second Order, and twenty 
three of the Third. One of thefe Cities called; Te 
ning icheou, 1s in no wife inferior to Yen tcheou, either 
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in Magnitude, Number of Inhabitants, or Riches; 
being feated in the midft of the great Canal, it 
is one of the moft confiderable Marts of the Em- 

ire. ! 
: There is another City called Kio frou kien, which 
is remarkable for being the Birth-Place of Confucius, ' 
the great elie ay of this Nation, in Honour of 
whofe Memory the Chinefe have erected feveral Pub- 
lick Monuments. 


The Third City, Tong tchang fou. 


, THIS City is fituated upon the Banks of the ~ 


oe Canal, and is very rich, and a Place of great 
rade. The Country within its Diftrict produces 
Corn, and Fruits of all forts in great abundance, fo 
that nothing is wanting exher for the Neceffaries or 
Pleafures of Life. There are three Cities of the Se- 
cond Order, and fifteen of the Third, within its Ju- 
rifdiction, — | 4 | 

There is one of thefe Cities called Lin tfin tcheou, 
which is very confiderable for its Trade, and it is 
there that the grand Canal joins the River Oct bo: 
It is one of the moft populous and trading Cities of 
the whole Empire, and is no lefs remarkable for its 
fine Buildings, but above all for a Tower of eight 
- Stories high, which is without the Wall, whofe Out- 
fide is of Porcelain, adorned with diverfe Figures, 
‘and the Infide of polifh’d Marble of different Co- 
Jours ; in the Wall there is a Stair-Cafe, and at every 
Story a fine Gallery of Marble, with Iron Rails 
gilt; at the Corner of each Gallery there are little 
Bells, which, being fhaken with the Wind, make an 
, agreeable Sound ;_ there are alfo feveral Idol Tem-. 
ples of curious Architecture. 


The Fourth City, Tfin tcheou fou. 


THE Territory depending upon. this City is 
partly watered with Rivers, and partly mountainous ; 


8 
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the Soil is very fruitful, and the Neighbourhood of 
the Sea fupplies it with all neceffaries of Life ; it a- 
bounds with Fifh, whofe Skins bring great Profit to’ 
the City. In this Country the Cows breed in their 
Bellies a yellow Stone, called by the Chinefe, Nieou 
boang, which fometimes is as big as the Egg of a 
Goofe, but no harder than a foft Leaden Pencil, and 
is more efteem’d by the Chinefe Phyficians than the 


' Bezoar-Stone; they fay that when it is pulveris’d in 


hot Water, it immediately cures Defluxions and Ca- 
tarrhs, in the fame manner as the Stone which grows in 
a Bullock’s Gall-Bladder cures the Jaundice. 

There is one City of the Second, and thirteen of 
the Third Order, within the Jurifdiction of this 
City. i 

The Fifth City, Ten tcheou fou. 


THIS City is built on the Sea-Shore, and has 
a very convenient Harbour, with a ftrong Garrifon, 
and feveral Vefféls which guard the Gulph.: Within 


_ ats Diftti& are eight Cities, one of the Second Or- 


der, and feven of the Third: Part of thefe Cities are 
on the Continent, the others are Sea-Ports, where 
there are very good Oifters. Altho’ the Country is 
mountainous, yet it is well watered with Rivers, and 
the Soil very fruitful.” The Stone of Nieou hoang is 
to be found here, as well as in the preceding City. 
The Bamboos or Reeds are fquare here, altho’ round 
every where elfe. 


The Sixth City, Lai tcheou fou. 


THIS City is built upon a Promontory, and is 
furrounded by the Sea on one fide, and by Mountains 
on the other. There are two Cities of the Second, 
Order, and five of the Third, within its Jurifdic- 
tion, fome of which ftand by the Sea-fide, efpecially 
Kiao tcheou, the Situation of which renders it almoft 
impregnable. The whole Country is watered with 

| Rivers, 
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Rivers, which makes it very fruitful ; and it is in- 
termix’d with Plains and Mountains, ‘efpecially to- 
wards the Sea-coaft. — - 





T HIS is one of the fimalleft Provinces of China, 
bounded on the Eaft by Pe tche li, on the.South 


by Ho nan, on the Weft by Chen fi, and the North . 


1s feparated from Zartary by the Great Wall. It 
has but five Cities of the Firft Order, and. eighty 
five depending Cities: There are alfo feveral Forts 
built at certain Diftances to defend the Great Wall, 
and feveral Garrifons, which are larger and more po- 
pulous than many of the other Towns. We learn 
rom Hiftory, that the People of this Province were 
the firft Inhabitants of China. : 


The Climate is healthful and agreeable, but eect 


ry mountainous; fome of thefe Mountains are vi 
fruitful, and have abundance of Coal-Mines, .whic 
ferve them for Fuel, Wood being not very plenty in 
this Province. a 
It abounds with all manner of Corn, excepting 
Rice, and furnifhes Wheat and Millet to other Pro- 
vinces: Its Vines have very good Raifins, fit to 
make Wine of, if the Chinefe chofe it, but they only 
dry them, and fell them to the whole Empire. 
_ There is a great abundance of Musk, of Porphy- 
ry, of Marble, and Jafper of divers Colours; the 


Lapis Lazuli is very common here; and there are - 


many Iron Mines, which Iron, when wrought, is af- 
terwards fent into the other Provinces. . 
There are Lakes of Salt-water from which they 


draw Salt, and many Fountains of hot and boiling 
‘Water. m 
: ¢ 
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The Firft City, and Capital of the Province,’ 


Tai yuen ‘fou. 


THIS City was formerly very fine, and beauti- 


fy’d with a great many fine Palaces, which belong’d 


to the Princes of the laft Imperial Family, Tai ming 
chao; but they are all fallen to Ruin, and fome 
Parts of the City are almoft defolate, tho’ the Place 
is healthful and agreeable. Befides the Silks which are 
wrought here, as elfewhere, they make fine Carpets, 
fuch as the Zurkey ones, of all Sizes; and as the 
Mountains furnifh them with Iron, they have a great 
Trade in that Commodity. . 
' This City is very ancjent and populous, near three 
Leagues in Circuit, furrounded with ftrong Walls, 
and feated on the Bank of the River Fuen ho; it has 
a very large Diftriét, which comprehends five Cities 
of the Second Order, and twenty of the Third. 
There are on the neighbouring Mountains fine Mo- 
numents of Marble, and fome of hewen Stone, be- 


fides Triumphal Arches, Statues of Heroes, Lions, ° 


Horfes, and other Animals, very natural, and the 
whole furrounded by Forefts of ancient Cyprefs- 
Trees, planted chequer-wife. This Country a- 
bounds with Musk, and here are fine Veffels made of 
Farth ; Lapis Lazuli is alfo very common here. © 
The River Fuex bo, which is often mentioned in 
the moft ancient Chinefe Books, runs through this 
Capital, as the River Oxei does thro’ the City of Si 
ngan fou, and afterwards both of them fall into the 
Yellow River, by which means they water the Pro- 


vinces of Ho nan and of Kiang nan, 


The Second City, Pin yang fou. 
ALTHO’ Pin yang is only the fecond City of 
this Province, it is not at all inferior to the Capital, 
neither in Antiquity, Fertility of Soil, Extent of Di- 
ftrict, or Number of Cities depending upon ao 
which 
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which are thirty-four, viz. fix of the Second Order, 
and twenty-eight of the Third; feveral of them are 
very confiderable, befides great numbers of Towns 


and Villages that are very populous. It is feated on 
the Bank of the River Fuen bo, and is upwards of 


four Miles round. | ee 

The Country, which is within its Diftriét, is partly 
Champaign, and partly Mountainous, and is well cul- 
tivated ; the great River Hoang bo runs through it 
from Weft to North; there is a Lake of Salt-water 
near Ngan y bien, from which they make Salt. 

The Third City, Lou ngan fou. © | 

THE Territory of this City is not very large, 
having but eight Cities of the Third Order under its 
Jurifdiction, but it-is fituated in a. very agreeable 
Place, almoft at the Head of the River Z/o t/ang ho. 
Altho’ the Country is Mountainous, yet it is fruitful, 
and produces all Neceffaries of Life. - This whole Di- 
{trict is very thick fet-with Towns and Villages. 


_ The Fourth City, Fuen tcheou fou. 

THIS City is féated between the Capital arid Pin 
yang, about half way ; it takes its Name from the 
River Fuen be, on whofe Banks it is built in a very 
-commodious Situation for Trade: Its Diftri€t is not 
_very large, for it contains but one City of the Second 
Order, and feven of the Third, and the greater Part 
of them are built between the great River Hoang bo, 
and the River Fuenw. Tho’ the Country is Moun- 
‘tainous, it is well cultivated, and abounds with all 
Sorts of Grain and good Pafture. There area great 
rnany Baths, and Fountains almoft boiling hot, whofe 

Waters differ in Colour and Tatte. | 


The Fifib City, Tai tong fou. | 
THIS City is neither fo ancient, nor fo large as 
the others of the fame Province; it is built ina very 
Vou. I. Q. Moun- 
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Mountainous Country, and is the only Place expofed 
to the Incurfions of the Zartars , it 1s very well forti- 
fied, according to the Manner of the Chinefe, and has 
a very ftrong Garrifon; its Territory is furrounded 
with the Great Wall, which has Forts from Place to 
Place; its Jurifdiction is very large, and extended 
over four great Cities of the Second Order, and feven 
of the Third ; its Mountains abound with all kinds 
of Simple and Medicinal Herbs, which the Botanifts 
gather with great Care; Lapis Lazuli is in great plenty 
here ; and there is a kind of Jafper which is tranfpa- 
rent, and as white as Agate ; Porphyry, Marble, and 


_ Jafper of all Colours are very plentiful; and here is 


alfo a great Trade for Skins. 


LS Ae AER OES? Vet es 


The Tenth Province of the Empire of China, 
Chen fi. 


TH IS Province is divided into two Parts, the Faft 

and: Weft, and contains eight Fou or Cities of the 
Firft Order, and 106 of the Second and Third Orders, 
befides a great many Forts on the Great Wall. Kax 
tcheou, and So tcbeou, are the moft confiderable Garri- 
fons of this Province ; the Air is temperate, the Peo- 
ple are mild, and more civil and affable to Strangers 
than the other Northern Chine/e ; the overflowing of the 
Rivers renders the Soil very fertile, which abounds 
with Wheat and Millet, but produces very little Rice. 
‘There are abundance of very good Gold Mines, but 
they are not fuffer’d to be open’d: There are alfo 
great Quantities of Drugs, as Rhubarb, Honey, 
Wax, Musk, Cinnabar, and odoriferous Wood re- 
fembling Sandal, and abundance of Coal-Mines. 
There are many Quarries of a certain foft Stone or 
Mineral, call’d Hiung boang, of which they make 


_ Vefféls ; and the Phyficians efteem it as a fovereign 


Remedy 
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Remedy againft all forts of Poifon, malignant Fe- 
vers, and contagious Heats in the Dog-Days. - They 
fteep this Mineral in Wine; it is of a pale-red Co- 
_ leur, .with a yellowith Caft, and fpotted with little 
. black Points, and looks like the Subftance of a Crayon, 
‘There is alfo a fmall, dark blue Stone, ftreak’d with 
white; the Chinefe fay that when it is ground, and 
reduced to Powder, it’s an excellent Remedy. 

Stags and Deer are here in great multitudes, be- 
fides great numbers of Bears, Wild-Bulls, and other 
Animals refembling Tigers, whefe Skins are very cu- 
rious; there is a kind of Goat, from whence they get 
Musk, and certain Animals who have Wool on their 
Backs, whofe Tail is very long, and the Flefh well 
tafted ; there is aHo a fingular Kind of Bats as large 
as Hens, which the Chinefe prefer to the moft deli- 
cious Birds. They mix Wool and Goats-Hair, and 
make a very fine fort.of Stuff, which they wear next 
to their Skin in Winter. There is a kind of Bird too, 
‘which is very beautiful, called the Golden Hen. . 

There are all forts of Flowers, particularly one 
wwhich they call The Queen of Flowers, refembling 
‘tthe Rofe but finer, and hath larger Leaves, tho’ 
the Smell is not fo pleafant ; it has no Prickles; its 


Colour is Motley, Red and White, yet there are fome- 


.of them ‘Red and Yellow ; the Shrub .on which they 
grow refembles our Elder-Tree ; in hot Climates 
‘they are obliged to.cover it, to preferve it from the 
Heat of the:Sun. 


The Eaftern Part of the Province of Chenfi, Ytong, 


The Firft.City, and Capital, Si ngan fou. 


NEXT to Peking this is the largeft and fineft 
City of China ; it.is built.in a great Plain, and is the 


f 


“Refidence of the T/ong tou of the two Provinces of . 


Chan fi and Se tchuen, as alfo the Governor of the 
Eaftern Part of this Province. There are in its Jurif- 
Q 2 diction 
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di€tion fix Cities of the Second Order, and thirty-one 
_of the Third. 


' This City, for feveral Ages, was the Seat of the 
Chinefe Emperors, and is yet very populous, and a 
Place of great Trade, efpecially in Mules, which 
they breed up in great Numbers, and fend to Pe- 
king, where they are fold for five or fix hundred 
Livres apiece, it being the ufual Cuftom for all Per- 
fons of Diftin€tion to have a Servant ride before them 
in the Streets. 

The Wells of this City, which are well fortify’d 
with Towers, and furrounded with a deep Ditch, 
are about four Leagues in Circuit, and are very near 
a Square, the Sides being almoft equal : Some of the 
Gates are very magnificent, and remarkable for their 
Height : ‘Ihe Houfes are but very low, and ill-built, 
as they are generally over all China; the Furniture 
is but indifferent, and Porcelain fcarce, the Workmen 
‘being lefs skilful. ) | 

There is a ftron’ Garrifon of Yartars in this City, 
commanded by a Lfian kun, or General of their Na- 
tion, which are in a feparate Quarter of the City, 


from which it is parted by a ftrong Wall: There 


are great Numbers of Mandarins here, who are moft 


Iartars. 


The Natives of the Country are ftronger, braver, 
and more ufed to Fatigue than in the other Pro- 
vinces : The Mountains which are in the Territory 
of Si gnan fou are very agreeable, and afford a kind 


of Earth which is extremely white, and highly valu’d — 


by the Ladies, who ufe it to whiten their Skins. 


_ Lhe Second City, Yen ngan fou. 


T HIS City is feated in an agreeable Plain, along 
the Banks of the River Yen bo: There are within 
its Diftriét three Cities of the Second Order, and fix- 
teen of the Third. Within its Walls is a. high 


Mountain, which is remarkable for the fine Buildings 


that 
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that are upon it: There drops from its Mountains 


a certain Liquor they call Oil of Stone, which they 
burn in Lamps : The Country is very rich in Sable- 
Skins, and other rich Fur ; and there.is Marble of all 
forts. | 

Lhe Third City, Fong tfiang fou. 

THIS City is large, the Buildings are fine, and 
the Air temperate; the Country in its Territory is 
well cultivated, and fruitful, being plentifully watered 
with Rivers and Brooks. In its Diftri€t there are one 
City of the Second Order, and feven of the Third. 


The Fourth City, Han tchong fou. - 


THIS City is feated on the Banks of the River 
Han: In its Territory there are two Cities of the 
Second Order, and fourteen other Towns of the 
Third ; it is watered by feveral Arms of the River. 
The City is large, and very populous; the high 
Mountains and the Forefts that furround it, make it 
very ftrong, and ferve for Bulwarks; the Vallies are 
agreeable, and produce all Neceffaries of Life in a- 
bundance. | 

This Country has great Quantities of Honey, Wax, 


and Cinnabar ; Deer, Stags, and Bears are alfo very — 
commion; the Feet of thefe laft are delicious Food for © 


the Chinefe. } 

The Way which was formerly made through the 
Mountains leading to the Capital is very furpri- 
fing, upwards ‘of one hundred: thoufand Men ha- 
ving been employ’d to complete it ; they levell’d 
the Mountains, and made Bridges from one Moun- 
tain to another, and when the Vallies were too wide 
they erected Pillars to fupport them; thefe Bridges 
are part of the Road, and are prodigioufly high, 
and upon which four Horfemen can’ ride abreaft: 
There are Rails on each fide to prevent Travellers 
from falling down, and Villages with Inns in them 


Q. 3 | for 
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for their Conveniency. _ Within the Diftrict of this. 
Place there is 2 Bird of Prey which is very rare, 
called Hai tfing, fomething like our Falcons for 
Quickriefs and Courage; but when any are caught 
they immediately carry them to the Emperor’s Fal- 
conry. , | 


The Weftern Part of the Province, Yfi. 


The Fifth City, Ping leang fou. 


THIS City is ficuated upon an Arm of the Ri- 
ver. Kin bo. Here is Plenty of all things; the Cli- 
mate is very moderate ; the Profpect of thé Mountains 
which furround it, together with the Waters, render 
it very agreeable: It has within its Diftrict three 
Cities of the Second Order, and feven of the Third. 


The Sixth City, Kong tchang fou. 


" ‘THIS City is very populous, and drives a great 


Trade: It is built on the Banks of the River Hoei, 
and furrounded with very high Mountains: It affords 


abundance of Musk, and the Mountains produce the 
- Mineral Hiung boang,. as alfo the dark blue Stone, 
' white-ftreaked, both which I have already mentioned. 


This City has in its Territories three Cities of the Se- 


cond Order, and feven of the Third. — 


The Seventh City, Ling tao fou. 


THIS City is built on the Banks of a River 
which falls into the Hoang bo, or Yellow River. 
Great Quantities of Gold are found in the Sand of the 
neighbouring Rivers and Brooks: The Country is 
very mountainous, abounding with Waild-Bulls, and 
a certain Kind of Animal refembling the Tiger, whofe 
Skins are very valuable. | | 

The Vallies are covered with Corn, and thofe that 


are near the Rivers with Cattle; in fhort the whole 


Territory 
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Territory is very fruitful: It confifts of two Cities 
of the Second Order, and three of the Third. 


The Eighth City, Kin yang fou. 


THIS City has always been look’d upon as a 
Barrier againft the Incurfions of the Yartars, and is 
. very ftrongly fortified, according to the Chine/e way ; 
the Country about it is very fruitful; there is a kind 
-- of Herb called Kin fee, that is to fay, Golden Silk, 
which is look’d upon as a good Remedy,as likewife a 
kind of Bean which, as' they fay, isan admirable Spe- 
cifick againft any fort of Poifon: This City has. in its 
Diftri€t but one City of the Second Order, and four 
of the Third. ‘ 


A noted City of the Secend Order, Lan tcheou. 


THO Lan tcheou is a City only of the Second . 
Order, and depending on the Preceding, yet it is 2 

noted one in the Province, being the beft of all thofe 

that are built on the Yellow River. The City is not 

very large, tho’ it is the Capital of the Weftern Pro- 

vince, and the Refidence of the Governor. The 

chief Trade of this Place is Hides, which are brought 

from Zartary through Si ning and To pa; as alfo 

Woollen Stuffs, the principal and moft efteem’d of 

which is call’d Con jong; it is a kind of Serge, very 

fine, and almoft as dear as the common Satin, but 
it is hard to preferve it from being moth-eaten. 

There is another Stuff called Pe jong, which is fub- 

ject to the fame Inconveniency; and a coarfe Stuff 

made of Cows Hair, called Muou jong, which is ve- 

ry ufeful in fnowy Weather. Notwithftanding all 

this Commerce, Lan tcheow is not accounted a rich 

City in China. 
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The dia Province of the Empire of China, 
Se tchuen. » 


T HE Province of Se ¢chuen is bounded on the 

North by Chen fi, on the Eaft by How quang, 
on the South by Koei tcheou and Yun nan, and on the © 
Weft by the Kingdom of Yhibet, and fome other 
neighbouring Countries. Jt is divided into ten Di- 
ftricts, which comprehend ten Cities of the Firft Or- 
der, and fourfcore and eight others of the Second 
and Third Orders, befides Garrifons and Forts in 
great number. 

The great River, Yang te kiang, runs through the 
Province, -which is vaftly rich, not only by reafon 
of the great Quantity of Silk “that it produces, but 
in Mines of Iron, Tin, and Lead; in its Amber, 
Sugar-Canes, excellent Load-Stones, and Lapis La- 
zuli ; this laft js of a very fine Blue. It abounds al- 


~ fo in Musk, and. great Quantities of Orange and 


Limon-Trees : There are alfo fine Horfes,. which 
are {mall and pretty, and very fwift; likewife Stags, 
Deer, Partridges, Parrots, and a certain kind of 
Hen with Wool like Sheeps-Wool; they are ve- 
ry‘ fmall, have very fhort Feet, and are of great 
efteem among the Chinefe Ladies, who keep them, 
for their Pleafure. 

The beft Rhubarb comes from this Province ; and 
the true Root of Foulin, which has under its Bark a 
kind of Pulp, fpongy and glutinous, which the Phy- 
ficians make ufe of in all their Remedies ; ; there ig 
alfo fome in the other Provinces, but it is wild and 
not fo good as this: There is alfo another Root 
called Fen fe, which bears a great Price, and confe- 
quently is not fo commonly made ufe of. As this 
Province is far from the Sea, and cannot get Salt fo 


COn- - 
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conveniently as fome others, they dig Pits in the 
Mountains. from which they get Salt-Water, which 


evaporated by Fire leaves a Salt behind it, but is not 


fo good as that of the Sea. 


The Firft City, and Capital of the Province of 
Tching tou fou. 


_ THIS was formerly one of the fineft Cities in 


the Empire, but was ruined in the Civil Wars in the 
Year 1642, as well as the whole Province: Since that 


Time it has not recover’d its ancient Splendor, how- 
ever it is a populous and trading Place: Its Diftrict. 


is very large, having fix Cities of the Second Order, 
and twenty five of the Third. 
The Land is well cultivated, and the Country well 


watered with Canals, both natural and artificial; two ~ 


of its Rivers are very remarkable, the firft for gi- 
ving a fine Luftre to Velvet, and the other for tem- 
pering of Iron. : 


The Second City, Pao ning fou, 


THIS City. is feated between two Rivers ; it is 
fimall, but neat and a Place of Commerce; the 
Hufes are well built, the Country about it is cover’d 
with Mountains, where there are Deer and Stags in 
great number: It abounds with Musk, and has ten 


Cities in its Jurifdi€tion, two of them of the.Second | 


Order, and eight of the Third. 


“Ibe Third City, Chun king fou. 


THIS City is feated on the Banks of a fine Ri- 
ver, and has within its Diftrict two Cities of the Se- 
cond Order, and feven of the Third: It is furround- 
ed with Mountains, fome of which are covered with 
Orange Trees; there is more Arable Land than in 
the Territories of Pao ying. 


Tr 
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It produces great quantities of Silk, as alfo Oranges 
of all Sorts, the Root Scorzomera, and a kind of 
Chefhut very agreeable to the Tafte. 


The Fourth City, Su tcheou fou. 


THIS City is feated on the Banks of the River 
Yang tfe kiang, which makes it a Place of great Com- 
merce, and opens a Communication with the Capital,. 
and with feveral other Places of the Province. Al- 
tho’ the Country is mountainous yet it is very fruitful, 
there being nothing ‘wanting for the Conveniencies 
and Pleafures of Life. There are a waft Quantity of 
Canes called Bamboo, which the Chixefe make ufe of 
in various Works: There are ten Cities of the Third 
Order in its Jurifdiction. 

The Fifth City, Tchong king fou. 


THIS is one of the fineft, and moft trading Ci- 
ties of the Province, and has in its Diftrict three Ci- 
ties of the Second Order, and eleven of the Third: 
Ie is built at the Confluence of two remarkable Ri- 
vers, which make its Trade with the whole Province 
confiderable. | 
_ Ichong king is built upon a Hill, the Houfes feem 
to rife one above another like an Amphitheatre; the 
Country, which is depending upon it, is of a vaft 
Extent, and mix’d with Vallies and Mountains ; the 
Air is very temperate: They make very pretty Trunks 
here of Canes twifted, and painted with divers Colours. 
The Rivers abound with excellent Fifh, and Tor- 
toifes are in high efteem there. 


The Sixth City, Koei tcheou fou. 


THIS City is feated on the Banks of the great 
River Yang t/e kiang, and is the Key to the Province, 
where there is a Cuftom-Houfe kept to receive the 
Duties of the Merchandizes which are brought there’; 


it is very rich thro’ its great Commerce. ‘There are 


- ten 
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ten Cities within its Jurifdiction, one of the Second 
Order, and nite of the Third: Altho’ the Country is 
mountainous, yet the Induftry of the Husbandmen 
has made it very fruitful. ‘There are great Quantities 
of Musk, and of thofe Wells from which they pro- 
cute Salt: Orange and Limon-Trees are very com- 


mon here. In the Northern Part the Mountains are. . 


very rugged and fteep, and inhabited by a very bar- 
barous 


The Seventh City, Mahou fou. 


THIS City is built on the Banks of the River 
- Kin cha kiang, and has but one City of the Third Or 
der in its Diftriét, which is very fmall, but very fruit- 
ful: In fome of its Mountains there are Stags. | 


The Eighth City, Long ngan fou. ° 


ALTHOUGH this City has but three Cities of 
the Third Order within its Diftrict, yet it is look’d 
upon as one of the moft important Places of the Pro- 
vince, being the Key of it, and having feveral Forts 
tunder its Jurifdiétion, which were formerly of great 
ufe to prevent the Invafions of the Tartars: The 
Country abounds both with fteep Mountains and 
fruitful Vallies. —- ; - 


The Ninth City, Tfun y fou. 


THIS City has nothing remarkable, only that it 
is feated on the Frontiers of the Province of Koet 
tcbeou, and is capable of defending the Entrance of it 
on that Side: It hath two Cities of the Second Order, 
and four of the Third Order in its Jurifdiétion : The 
Country is very mountainous, and is fruitful enough 
in fome Places. ; 


The 


eople, when compared with the common’ 
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The Tenth City, Tong tchuen fou. 


THIS is a Military Place, as well as the Cities 
of Ou mong, Tou fou,.and Tchin biung tou fou: They 
are thus called becawfe the Inhabitants are old Sol- 

_diers, the Profeffion defcending from Father to Son; 
Befides their Pay they have the Lands which furround 
the City : Thefe Troops are disbanded in time of Peace, 
and to make them amends they are placed in all the 
Garrifons that are in the Frontiers of the Empire: 
Befides thefe Cities of the Firft Order there are others, 
‘which tho’ they are only of the Second Order, yet 
have fome of the Third Order depending on them, 
and many Forts, or Places of War, fuch as thofe 
that follow. 

Tong tchouen tcheou, whofe Country is watered with 
feveral Rivers, and is very fruitful, the Air very 
healthful, and the Vallies and Mountains well culti- 
vated; there are abundance of Sugar-canes, which 
produce the beft Sugar: There are a great Number 
of Villages well peopled. | 

Kia ting tcheou, .whofe Territory is well water’d 
with Rivers, and produces abundance of Rice, and 
hath Musk very plenty. 

Ya tcheou, which is the neareft Town to Thibet, and 
commands feveral. Forts upon the Borders of that 
Province. | 





The Twelfth Province of the Empire of CH1Na, 
} Quang tong. | 


HIS Province is the moft confiderable of the 

~~ Southern Provinces of China; it is bounded on 

_ the North Eaft by Fo kien, on the North by Kiang fi, 
, onthe Weft by Qvang fi, and the Kingdom of Tong 


king 3 
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king 5 the other Part is encompaffed by the Sea, and 
has feveral confiderable Havens on the Coaft. It 
is divided into ten Countries, which contain ten Ci- 
ties of the Firft Order, and eighty four of the Second 
and Third Order, befides Forts and Garrifons, to- 
gether with the Town of Macao, and the Ifle of Say- 
cian, of which I fhall give an Account, both being 
now well known in Europe. : | 

The Country. confifts of Vallies and Mountains, 
and is fo fertile as to yield two Crops of Cora yearly : 
Whatever can contribute to the Pleafures ak Life a- 
bounds here ; as alfo Gold, Jewels, Silk, Pearls, Pew- 
ter, Quick-Silver, Sugar, Brafs, Iron, Stecl, .Salt- 
Peter, Ebony, and feveral forts of odoriferous Wood. 
There is alfo plenty of all forts of Fruits, as. Pome- 
granates, Raifins, Pears, Prunes, Chefnuts, and 
- Peaches, which tho’ they do not ripen very well 
make pretty good Sweat-Meats: ‘There are others 
that are excellent, as the Bananaes, the Ananas, the Li 
tchi, the Long yuen, with Oranges and Limons of all 
forts, . : 
There is a particular kind of Limon, which grows 
upon Trees as thorny as the Citron-Tree, but is 
much larger; its Flower is white, and of an excellent 
Odour ; when diftilled it yields a very agreeable Li- 
quour ; the Fruit is near the Size of a Mian’s Head, 
the Rind nigh the fame Colour as other Oranges, but 
the Fruit is either reddifh or white, and the 'Fafte is 
- between {weet and four. . | 

There is another fort of Fruit, larger than com- 
mon which grows out of the Trunk of the Tree; 
its Bark is very hard, and within it has a great num- 
ber of little Cells, which are full of a yellow Pulp, 
very fweet and agreeable when the Fruit is ripe. 

Fifh is very plentiful on the Coaft ; there are all forts 
of Oyfters, Lobfters, very good Crabs, and. Tor- 
toifes of an extraordinary Size. The Chinefeé make 


very . 
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very fine Works of their Shells: ‘There are abyn- 


dance of wild and tame Peacocks, which are {ent to 


other ‘Provinces. - 


- ‘There are prodigious Numbers of tame Ducks ; they 


hatch the Eggs in the Oven, or in Dung, and put the 
young ones in ‘Boats, and -carry them to the Sea-fhore 
at Low-water, where they feed on Oyfters, and o- 
ther Shell-Fith : Several Boats go together, and con~ 
fequently feveral Flocks of thefe Ducks are 4nter- 
mixed upon the Shore ; but as foon as they ftrike on 
a Bafon each Flock returns ‘to its own Boat, as Pi- 
geons do -to their 'Houfes. 

There is a.remarkable Tree in this Province, which 
the Portuguefe call ‘Iron-Wood, refembling Iron not 


only in ‘Colour, but alfo in Hardnefs and Weight, — 


which laft prevents its Syme upon the Water. 


Where is another fort of ‘Wood, called Wood of. 


®R ofes, it is between Black and Red y the Chinefe make 


‘Tables, Chairs, and ‘other Houfhold Goods of it. - 


There are ‘Crab-fith taken out of a Lake in-the Ifle 
of Hai nan, which when taken out of the Water be- 
come as hard as Stones, and are a good ‘Remedy a- 
gainft Fevers. : | eS 

‘The Mountains are covered with a vaft Quantity of 


‘an admirable kind of Ofiers or Willows, which are the 


Size of one’s Finger, and which creep upon the’ 


-Ground, and preduce very long Sprigs, refembling 


twifted Gords ; they are very limber, and not.-eafily 
broke ; they make of them Cables and Ropes for 


‘Ships, Baskets, Hurdles, Seats, and very commodi- 
-ous Matts, on which the Chinefe lie in Summer, they 
‘being very cool. 


The People of this Province are very induftrious, 


and tho’ they are not quick at Invention, they are very 


skilful in imitating any fort of Work that 1s fhewn 
‘them from Eurepe, and which they improve to great 
Perfection. | 8 ~ 
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| * As the Province of Quang tong is a Maritime Pro- 
vince, and the furtheft diftant from the Court, its 


Govfrnment is one of the moft confiderable of the 
Empife: The Zon tou of it is alfo that of. the Pro- 
vince of Quang fi, and refides at Ichao king, which is 
the neareft to the Court. - 


The Firft City, and Capital of the Province of 
Quang tcheou fou. 


T HIS City is called by the Europeans, Canton ; 


and is one of the richeft and moft populous Cities of 
China; it carries on a great Trade with the neigh. 


' bouring Kingdoms, as alfo with Europe. 


It is feated on the Banks of one of the fineft Ri- 


vers of the Empire, called Za bo, which comes from 


the Province of Quang ji; it meets another River, 
which is deep enough to bring up large Veffels from 
the Sea to the City, and is carried by Canals into {e- 
veral Provinces ; its Mouth is very wide, and more 
remarkable for its Name, which is Hou men, that is, 


Gate of the Tyger, than for its Forts, which have . 


been built to prevent Chinefe Pirates. ‘The Countries 
bordering on it are well cultivated, and full of Rice, 
or of a fort of Trees which are always green. 

The great Quantity of Money, which is brought 
here from foreign Countries, draws the Merchants 
from all the Provinces to this Port, where all the Cu- 
riofities of the Empire are to be bought: Neverthe- 
lefs_ the Manufactures of this Town are not much e- 
fteem’d at Peking, excepting the Silk-Stuffs called Cha, 
which are the beft of the kind, efpecially thofe that 
are ftrew’d with Flowers with Holes in it like Lace, 
which are very much ufed in Summer, being very 
cheap and neat. 

The Number of Tradefmen in this City is almoft 
ineredible, and yet not fufficient to fupply the Trade 


which it hath: They have eftablifhed a great many 
| | | Factories 
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_-Fatories at Fo chan, which have rendered that Bo- 


- 


rough very confiderable. ~ 
Fo chan is within four Leagues from’ Canton; its 


Circuit is upwards of three Leagues; it is in no wife. 


inferior to Canton, in refpect either of Riches, or 
Number of Inhabitants, which by report is upwards 
of a Million of Souls. 

The Refidence of the Vice-Roy is at Canton; the 
Diftrict of this Capital comprehends feventeen Cities, 


one of the Second Order, and fixteen others of the 
Third. | 


The Profpeét of this City and of the adjacent 
Country is the fineft that can be, for in going up the 
River that runs to this City the Country on both 


‘Sides perfectly {miles, being fine Green Fields as far 


as the Sight can extend, intermix’d with pleafant _ 


Groves,. and little Hills one above another, which 
are like an Amphitheatre, Rocks cover’d with Green 
Mofs, Villages in little Woods, and Iflands cut out 
into Canals, the whole making a beautiful Landskip. 

The City is very large, and made of three different 


"Towns, feparated by fine Walls very high, but fo 
nearly join’d together, that the fame Gate that ferves 


to go out of one ferves to go into the other: The 


whole forms a Figure fomething like a Square. 


The Circumference of this City is very near to that 


of Paris, tho’ there are no void Spaces nor large Gar- 
dens, but fome very beautiful Squares. 


The Streets are long and ftraight, and paved with 


hewen Stones very hard, tho’ they are but narrow, 


excepting a few which are a little wider ; from Place 
to Place there are Triumphal Arches: There are like- 
wife covered Places, which have the fineft Shops un- 
der them. ‘The Houfes are not magnificent, the ge- 
nerality of. them being level with the Ground, burle 
with Earth, with fome Ornaments of Bricks, and co- 
vered with Tiles.. The Streets are full of Shops, ex- 


. tremely neat. The Quality and Gentry are at in 
: air, 





, 


| 
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Chairs, but. the common People walk the Streets 


bare-footed, and often bare-headed, or elfe with a 


Straw Hat of a vaft Circumference, and an odd Fi- 
gure, to defend them from the Sun and Rain. There 
are no Carriages for Goods, but all forts of Merchan- 
difes are carried by Porters. | 

The Idol-Temples, furrounded with the Cells of 
the Boszes, are remarkable ; as alfo the Hall of Con- 
fucius, and the Academy where the Learned meet. 

The Ya men, or Palaces of the Mandarins, are re- 
markable for their Beauty and Magnitude : The Ri- 
ver is cover’d with a Multitude of {mall Barks, which 
contain an infinite Number of Perfons, and appear 
like a floating Town: Thefe Barks are placed in 
Ranks, and form Streets; each Bark contains a Fa- 
mily, and is divided into different Apartments like 
Houfes; the common People, who inhabit them, 
goa Fifhing early in the Morning, or to the Rice 


Harveit, of which they have two Crops a Year: The | 


Number of the Inhabitants of Caxton is computed to 
exceed a Million of Souls : At the end of each Street 
there isa Barrier, which is fhut every Evening foon 
after the Gates of the City, fo that every body is 
oblig’d to be at home early at Night; this Method 
prevents a great many Diforders in China. 


“The Second City, Chao tcheou fou. 


THIS City is fituated at the Confluence of two 


navigable Rivers, one comes from the Town of Naz 
hiong, and the other runs from the Province of Hox 
quang. ‘The Bank of one of thefe Rivers, which is 
to, the Weftward of the City, is joyn’d to it bya 
Bridge of Boats, and is well inhabited. | 
This Country is very thick fet with Villages, and 


.. very fertile in Rice, Paftures, Fruit, Cattle, and 


Fifh, but the Air is not healthful, and very often, 


' from the midft of Oxfober to the Month of December, 


Vot. I. R Dif- 
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Difcafes reign there,which fweep away great Numbers 


+ of the Inhabitants. There are fix Cities of the Third. 


Order within its Jurifdiction, near one of which grow 
black Reeds, which look like Ebony, and of which 
they make mufical Inftruments. 

Within a League of Chao tcheou there is a Mona- 


ftery of Bonzes, which, as they fay, formerly con- © 


tained a thoufand of them ; its Situation is the fineft 
that can be, all the Country adjoining belongs to this 
Monattery, which was founded between eight and 
nine hundred Years ago. The Founder of it, whofe 
Body is greatly rever’d, lived in extreme Aufterity, 
and wore an Iron Chain always round him, which 


corrupted his Flefh, and bred Worms; he was fo | 


fet upon mortifying himfelf, that he pick’d up the 
Worms as they fell off, and replaced them, faying, 
that there was ftill fomething to prey on. His Suc- 
ceffors, the Bonzes, followed his Example but very 
ill, profeffing Charity, and yet pra¢tifing all manner 
of Debauchery. Formerly the Pilgrims complained 
that they ufed to rob and plunder them, but now there 
are Orders to prevent it. 


The Third City, Nan hiong fou. 


T HIS 1s a large trading City, feated at the Foot 


of a Mountain, which feparates the Province of Quang 
Tong from that of Kiang fi, from which run two great 
Rivers, one towards the South, and the other to- 
wards the North; this City has but two Cities of 
the Third Order under its Jurifdi¢tion. Between Nan 
biong, which 1s the laft City of the Province of Quang 
tong, and Nan ngan, which is the firft of the 
Province of Kiang fi, there is a high Mountain call’d 
Mei lin, over which there is a remarkable Road. ‘The 
Diftance from one Place to the other is ten Leagues , 
and the Paffage over the Mountain is fomewhat more 
than a League, being furrounded on both Sides with 
: 7 Precipices ; 
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‘dent has been yet known. 
From the Top of the Mountain one may fee a 
great way into the two Provinces: Thete is a kind 


of Temple erected in honour and to the Memory of — 


the Mandarin who contrived this wonderful Road, 
which is the moft remarkable of all China, being the 
grand Paffage for whatever cames either from the 
Eaft or South, and is throng’d at all times almoft as 
much as the Streets of great: Towns. 


The Fourth City, Hoei tcheou fou. 
THIS City is almoft furrounded with Water, 


and is built in the moft fertile Part of the whole Pro- . 


vince. It hath eleven. Cities within its Diftriét, one 
of the Second Order, and ten of the Third. All 
forts of Fifh are very plentiful in this Country,: as 
Oyfters, Crawfith, Lobfters and Crabs ; as alfo Tor- 
toifes of a monftrous Size. There are two remarkable 
Bridges, one of which has forty Arches, and joins, 


to the Faftwatd, the Banks of the two Rivers which 
meet there ; the other is to the Weft upon a little © 


Lake which waters the Walls of the Town. This 
Lake is but one League in Circuit, and is lined with 
Stone quite round ; the Shore is beautify’d with fine 
- Gardens and Trees. There are two Iflands on this 
Lake, where they have built Pleafure-Houfes, which 
have a Communication one with another by means of 
a beautiful Bridge. 

_ In one of the Mountains .of this Diftri& there is 
a particular kind of Butterfly, which, on account of 
its Beauty and Size, is fent to Court, and miade nf 
oF for certain Ornaments, which I have defcrib’d <lfe- 
where. | 


| The Fifth C ity, Tchao tcheou fou. 
‘THIS City is feated near the Mouth ofthe River 


Han kiang, and the Tide ebbs and flows here ; 1t has. 
= PN a 
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en but as it is very wide, no unhappy Acci- 
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a fine Bridge on the Eaft, which is very long and pro~ 
portionably wide. There are eleven Cities of the 
Third Order in its Diftrict ; this Country is fepa-. 
rated from the Province of Fo kien by Mountains, and. 
is generally very fruitful. 
The Sixth City, Tchao king fou. 


- - THIS City, according to the Opinion of the greateft 


Judges, is the beft built and the fineft in the whole 
Province, and is the Place of Refidence of the Y/on 
ton of the two Provincesof Quang tong and Quang fi: 
It is feated on the River Zabo ; there is a Tower of 
nine Stories high at the Eaft of the City; the Ha- 
ven is very fpacious, and is at a Place where three 
Rivers or Canals meet, one of which runs to Canton, 

From Ychao king to Canton both Sides of the Ri- 
ver are lined with Villages, and fo near to one ano- 
ther. that they feem to make but one. There is one 
upon the Left Hand of an extraordinary Length, con- 
taining near 200 Houfes, which appear like fo many 
fquare Towers. There is alfo the Village of Fo chan, 
in which it is computed that there are 1,000,000 of. 
Souls. There are upwards of 5000 Barks upon the 
River, which are longer than our {mall Veffels, in 
each of which there is a Family ; befides a vaft Num- 


ber of Fifhing-Boats, and Canoes to crofs th¢ River 


with, there being no Bridge over thefe great Rivers. 

In this Country there are abundance of wild and 
tame Peacocks ; as alfo China Wood, and the Wood 
which the Portugue/e call Pao de Rofa, as likewife the 
Iron-Wood, which I have already mentioned. There 
is one City of the Second Order, and five of the Third 


within the Diftri€t of Tchao king. : 
The Seventh City, Kao tcheou fou. 


THE Tide flows and ebbs as far as this Town, 
fo that the Chinefe Barks go up to it; the Country’ 
is very fruitful. This City has within its Diftriét 
7 one. 

g 
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one City of the Second Order, and five ofthe Third. 
This Diftrict is furrounded on one fide by the Sea, and 
on the other by Mountains’; there are a great Num- 
ber of Peacocks, and other forts of Birds of Prey. 
There _is.alfo a kind of Stone like Marble, which na- 
turally reprefents the fall of Waters from the Moun- 
tains, and Landskips;they cut it in Leaves, and make 
Tables and other curious Houfhold-goods of it. There 
1s a kind of Crawfifh like the common fort, but 
when they are out of the Water they petrify with- 
out lofing their natural Form, The Chinefe Phy- 


vers. 


The Eighth City, Lien tcheou fou, 

THIS City is a very convenient Harbour for the 
Chinefe Barks: It has but one City of the Second Or- 
der, and two of the Third within its Diftriét: This 
Country is on the Borders of the Kingdom of Zong 
king, from which it is feparated by inacceffible Moun- 


tains: There are great Numbers of Peacocks: They - 


fifh up Pearls out of the Sea; and there are abun- 
dance of fine Works made of Tortoife-Shells. 


The Ninth City, Loui tcheou fou. 


THE Territory of this City is the fineft and the 
- moft fertile of all the Weftern Cities of this Province: 
Tt is almoft all furrounded with the Sea, and is fepa- 
rated from the Ifland of Hai nan by a {mall Straight. 
There are many Villages whofe Inhabitants live by 
Fifhing: Here grow thofe long Ofiers which I have 
already mention’d, with which they make Ropes, &¥c. 
Within the Diftri&t of this City there. are only three 
Cities of the Third Order. : 


R 3 The 


ficians ufe them for a Remedy againft burning Fea- 
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The Tenth City, and Capital of the Ife of Hai nan, 
Kiun tcheou fou. 


Hai nan fignifies South of the Sea, and is a large 


* Tfland, bounded on the North by the Province of 


Quang fi, which may be feen in calm Weather; on 
the South by the Canal which is formed by the Bank 
of Paracel, and the Eaftern Coaft of Cochin China; 
Wettward by part of this Kingdom, and part of Zong 


_king, and Eaftward by the Chinefe Sea. 


Its greateft Length from Eaft to Weft is between 


_ fixty and feventy Leagues, and its Breadth from North 


to South is between forty and fifty Leagues: The 
whole Circuit is near 160 Leagues. 

The Soil of the Northern Part of the Ifland is.a 
Plain, reaching from the Sea-fide about fifteen Leagues 
into the Country ; on the contrary the Southern and 
Eaftern Parts are very Mountainous. There are fome 
Valleys in the Centre of the Ifland which are culti- 
vated, the reft being moftly barren Land ; yet there 


are two Crops of Rice every Year, which fupply 


the Neceffities of a numerous People. 

The Climate of the Northern Part is very un- 
healthful, efpecially on account of the Water; the 
Inhabitants are obliged to boil the Quantity of Wa- 
ter in the Morning, which they defign to ufe all that 
Day. | | | 7 
The Mand is in the Diftrict of the Province of 
Quang tong , Ktun tcheou, its Capital, 1s built ona Pro- 
montory, and Ships lie at anchor under its Walls. Two 
Sorts of Mandarins command here, as inal] other Parts 


of China, that is, Mandarins of Learning, and Manda - 


rins of Arms, or Officers. There are three Cities of 
the Second Qrder, and ten of the Third under its 
Jurifdi€tion, and they are all near the Sea-fide. 

The greateft part of the Ifland isefybject to the Em- 
peror of China, except the middle called Zi mou chan, 
or Ichi chan, which 1s independant, and is inhabited 


by 
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by a free People, who have never been conquered, nor 
have fubmitted to the Authority of the Mandarins ; 
but they have been obliged to abandon their Plains 
and champaign Country to the Chinefe, and to retire 
into the Mountains in the Centre of the Ifland, where 
they are fhelter’d from their Infults. 


Formerly thefe People ufed to trade with the Céi- | 


nefe, and exchange Gold, China Wood, and Calam- 


‘ba Wood for other Commodities, which brought | 


immenfe Profits to the Chinefe Governors; but the 
Emperor Cang 61, hearing what great Quantity of 
Gold his Mandarins ufed to get by it, forhid them on 
pain of Death to trade with thefe People?’ However 
fometimes they carry on a clandeftine Trade with 
them, but this has been very inconfiderable within 
this thirty Years to what it ufed to be. 

Thefe Iflanders never appear, unlefs it be fome- 
times when they make Irruptions into the Villages 
which are neareft to the Chinefe ; but they are fuch 
Cowards, that fifty Chinefe will put to flight a thou- 
fand ef them. Neverthelefs there are other Iflanders 
more tractable, and have fubmitted to the Chinefe 
who live in the Plains, having no Communication 
with thofe of the Mountains; others are Shepherds 
to the Chinefe, and labouring Men: There are great 
Numbers of them in the Eaftern and Southern Part 
of the Iand: They are generally deformed, very 
fhort, and of a reddifh Colour. | . 
Both Men and Women have their Hair in a 
Ring over the Fore-part of the Head, and upon it a 
little Straw Hat, ty’d under the Chin with two Strings. 
Their Habjt is a Piece of Cloth made of Cotton, 
which is either black or of a.deep blue Colour, which 
covers them from the Girdle down to the Knees; the 


Women wear a fhort fort of Waiftcoat of the fame © 


Stuff ; they likewife paint their Faces, from their Eyes 
downward, with blue Streaks made with Indigo. Both 
Sexes wear Pendants to their Ears, either of Gold or 

| R4- Silver 
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Silver made in the Shape of a Pear, and very well 
wrought. ee: 

Their Arms are Bows and Arrows, in which they 
are not very skilful ; they havealfo a kind of Hanger 
which they carry in a ‘little Basket ty’d behind 
them : It is the only Inftrument which they have to 
do all their Carpenters Work with, and to cut Sticks 
and Briars when they crofs Forefts. Befides the Gold 
Mines which are in the midft of the Ifle, there are 
in the Northern Part Mines of Lapis Lazuli, which 
is carried to Canton to paint the blue Porcelain; the 
fineft Wood, both for Scent and Sculpture, is taken 
from the Mountains of Hai naz. - 

The choiceft Wood, next to that of China, is the 
Hoa li, called by the Europeans Rofe-Wood, or Violet- 
Wood, becaufe of its Scent. There is a yellow Wood 
which is very fine and incorruptible ; Columns of a 
certain Size made of it are fold at a very dear rate, 
and kept as well as the Hoa ii for the fole Ufe ofthe 
Emperor. - , 

' The Ifland not only produces the fame Fruits as. 


‘grow in China, but alfo Sugar, Tobagco, and Cot- 


tons Indigo likewife is very common here. Befides 
there is a Harveft of the Nuts of Arequier, and a 
Crop of Ratan: They catch abundance ef all forts of 
Fifth, which are falted and fent abroad, In fhort, the 
Ifland of Hai nan, confidering its Situation, Magni- 
tude and Riches, may be placed in the Number of 
the moft confiderable of the fatick Ifands. | 
In the North of the Ifland there 1s a Port where 
all the Barks of Canton come, which is formed by 
a wide River, whofe Mouth is defended by two little 
Forts, and has but ten or twelve Foot Water: Within 
two Leagues of this Port is the Capital, between them 


is alarge Plain, in which are a great many fine Chi- 


nefe Sepulchres, among which there is a Crofs raifed 
on the Tomb of an. Italian Jefuit, who was the firft 
Miffionary that came into this IMand. ‘There is a 

Rae fine 
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fine Port to the Southward of the Ifle at the Bottom of 
a great Bay, where there is near twenty Foot Wa- 
ter ; on the Shore of this Port there are abundance of 
maritime Plants, and of *Madrepores of all kinds : 
Fhere are Trees which yield Dragons-Blood, and 
many others of different Sorts which diftil, an Inci- 
fion“being made, a white Juice, which as it hardens 
turns red, but is not at all of a Confiftence like Gum 
or Rozin. This Matter being thrown into a Per- 


fuming-pan burns flowly, and diffufes a Smell weaker | 


but more agreeable than Incenfe. ; 

Among the Rocks in the Sea there is a little kind 
of blue Fifh refembling a Dolphin, in greater Efteem 
among the Chinefe, than the Golden Fifh which is 
in their Rivers; this blue Fifh lives but a fhort time 
out of its Element. _ 

Among the Animals of this Ifland there is a re- 
markable kind of great black Apes, whofe Phyfiog- 
nomy réfembles very much that of Mankind, having 
Features well made ; but this Kind 1s very fcarce : 
There are others that are grey, and very ugly, but 
very common. 

All forts of Game are very plentiful here, there is 
is, very fine Hunting of all kinds; befides Wood- 
Hens, which are excellent, there are abundance of 
Turtle-Doves, as alfo both kinds of Wood-Pidgeons : 
Stags are alfo very common here, and Maron Hogs, 
which are a kind of Wild-Boars. 

There are alfo feveral forts of curious Birds, as Ra- 
vens with white Circles about their Necks like a Neck- 
cloth, and Starlings which have the Refemblance of 
the Moon upon their Bills. There is alfo a kind of 
Bird, not unlike a Black-bird, of a deep blue Colour, 
with long yellow Ears about half an Inch long, which 
{peak and whiftle in perfection. There is likewife a 
{mall Bird of the Size of a Linnet, the Colour of 

ete een EO Ae Peo ee een ee 
» © A SeaPlant fomething like Coral, but white. 
| which 
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which is a fine bright Red, and another whofe Fea- 
thers imitate Gold ; and tho’ thefe are of a different. 


Kind they flock together. 


There are Serpents and Snakes of a monftrous Size,‘ 7 


. 
. 


- but they are thought notto be dangerous, for the Ins. |. 


habitants carry no Arms to defend themfelves againf 
them ; befides they are fo fhy, that the leaft Nowe . 
frights them away. oe 

What fome Authors havé publifh’d concerning 2 
Lake, which they affirm 1s to be found in this Ifland, 
of a petrifying Quality, is a Miftake. 


The Port of Macao. 


THE Portuguefe ‘have been in Pofleffion of this 
Port upwards of 100 Years, and formerly they had 
a great Trade here, when they were Mafters of a 
confiderable Part of India, but now they have only a 
Fort with a very {mall Garrifon. 

The City is built upon a Peninfula, or fmall Ifland,' 
being feparated from the Continent by a River. As 
for rhe Houfes, they are built after the fame Manner 
as in Europe, but very low: The Chiuefe are more 
numerous than the Portuguefe, who are mixt with 
People of different Nations, and are born in Jndia, or 
at Macao. They are not very rich, and but little e- 
fteem’d by the Chine/e. 

The Fortifications of Macao are pretty good, and 
well ftock’d with Cannon, but the Garrifon is but poor- 
ly maintain’d by the Chinefe, who are Matfters here. 
There is a Portuguefe Governor, .as well as a Chinefe 
Mandarin, to take care of the City and neighbouring 
Country ; the Palace of the latter is in the middle of 
the City, and the Portuguefe Governor is oblig’d to 
obey Ga Orders, efpecially where the Chinefe are con- 
cerned. | : bn 

The Portuguefe became Mafters of this Port by 
the following Accident: In the Time of Hong tchi, 
the Europeans traded at Canton, or at Ning po, in the 

ro- 
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Province of Zche kiang, but in the Time of Kia tfing 
there was a Pirate called Tchang fi lao; who took Ma- 
ao, and befieged the Capitalof the Province ; the Man- 
darins defired the Mafters of the European Ships that 
were there to lend them Affiftance, which they did, . 
and purfued the Pirate to Macao, and kill’d him 
there. The T/ong tou having inform’d the Emperor 
of this Victory, he publifh’d a Decree, in which he 
' ‘gave Macao to the European Merchants, that they 
might eftablifh themfelves there. _— 


_ be Tfland of Chang tchuen chan, or of San cian. 


St. Francis Xavier, whom the Portuguefe call the — 
Apoftle of ‘India, is buried in this Ifand, where he 
died, and his Sepulchre is at the Foot of a Moun- 
tain. This Ifland is not defolate, as fome have af- 
firm’d, for there are five Villages in it inhabited by 
poor Fifhermen, who live upon what they catch, 
_ and a little Rice which they fow. Here is a pretty 

Chapel, which was built about thirty Years ago by 
fome Portuguefe Jefuits. 3 


‘ * 
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The Thirteenth Province of the Empire of China, 
| Quang fi. | 





HIS Province is fituated between thofe of Quang . 
tong, Hou quang, Koei tcheou, Yun nan, and the 
Kingdom of Yong king, and contains twelve Cities of. 
the Firft Order, and eighty of the Second and Third. 
It produces fuch Plenty of Rice that it fupplies the 
Province of Quang tong, which otherwife would not 
be able to maintain its numerous Inhabitants 5 not- 

withftanding which it is not comparable to moft of the 
other Provinces in refpect of its Extent, Beauty and 
Commerce: It is watered by feveral large Rivers ; the 
: Eaftern 
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Faftern and Southern Parts are pretty well culti- 
vated, being a flat Country ; but every where elfe, 
efpecially towards the North, it is full of Moungains, 
which are covered with Trees. 

There are Mines of all kinds of Metals in this Pro- 
vince, efpecially of Gold and Silver, which.the Cd:- 
nefe, out of Policy, prohibited to be open’d. for fome 
time, to avoid the Diforders that might be occafion’d 
thereby ; but they have at laft ventur’d to open the 
Gold Mine at the fole Expence of the Emperor. 

There is a particular Tree in this Province, which 
inftead of Pith hath a foft Pulp, of which they make 
Flour, and whofe Tafte is pretty good.° 

In this Ifland there are plenty of little Infeéts that 
produce White Wax, of which I have fpoken elfe- 
where: The Cinnamon that grows. here diffufes an 
Odour much more agreeable than that of Ceylan. Whey 
make Silks here, and there are Parrots, Porcupines, 
and Rhinocerofes. 


The Firft City, and Capital of the Province of 
| Quei ling fou. 


- THIS City is fituated on the Banks of a R.-er 


that runs into the Za bo; and tho’ this River is con- 
fiderable yet it is unnavigable, on account of its Nar- 
rownefs and Rapidity, and confequently is unfervice- 
able for Trade. The Name of this City, Quei ling, 


- fignifies a Foreft of the Flowers of Quei, they being 


more numerous in this Province than in any other, 


efpecia]ly in the Diftriét of this City.; it grows upon 


‘ a great Tree, whofe Leaves are like thofe of the 


Laurel ; the Flowers are fmall, and yellow, and 
grow in Tufts; they foon fall off the Tree, and then 
others fucceed: In Autumn this Tree is full of Flow- 
ers, whofe Smell is fo agreeable that the whole Coun- 
try is perfum’d therewith. 

In this Country are found the beft Stones which the 
Learned. ufe to..make Ink of, and there .are = 
; ef whofe 
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whofe Feathers are diverfify’d with variety of Co- 
lours, which are wove into their Silks. 
This Capital has but two Cities of the Second Or- 


der, and feven of the Third within its Diftrit: It is 


almoft furrounded with favage and barbarous Peopleg 
who inhabit the neighbouring Mountains. I have al- 
ready given an Account of their Manners, and of the 
Difference between thofe that lived under the Chine/e 
Mandarins, and thofe that were independant. 


| . Lhe Second City, Lieou tcheou fou. 


THE Diftriét of this City is large, and well wa- > 


ter’d, but the Country about it is very mountainous ; 
there is abundance of Simples for the Ufe of Phyfick ; 
- there. are two Cities of the Second, and ten of the 
Third Order under its Jurifdiétion: In the Number 
of the latter is Vou fuen bien, famous for the Genius 
of its Inhabitants, for there are no Examinations at 
Peking for the Degree of Doétor, until feveral Learned 
Men of this City have taken it firft, in order to be 
employed in Affairs of State. 


The Third City, Kin yuen fou. 


THIS Cty is not pleafant, tho’ it is built on the 
Banks of a large River, becaufe it is furrounded with 
craggy Mountains, and is not far diftant from thofe 
of the Province of Koei tcheou, which are almoft in- 
acceffible, and inhabited by none but a People almoft 
favage. | 

The Vallies, which are between thefe fruitful Moun- 
tains, are full of Villages and Forts, and they find 
Gold in the Rivers. It has two Cities of the Second 
‘Order, and five of the Third in its Diftrict. 


The Fourth City, Se nguen fou. 


THE Diftri& of this City is fmall, and contains 
but one of the Second Order, and two of the Third, 


and is furrounded with Mountains: The People were 
: formerly 
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formerly very brutifh and favage, but are become more 
polite fince they have been incorporated into the Eim- 
pire. 


a The Fifth City, Ping lo fou. 


THIS City is fituated on the Banks of a great 
River, which is not very fit for Navigation, becaufe 
it runs through feveral very ftrait Vallies, and a- 
bounds with Willows. It hath one City of the Se- 
cond Order, and feven of the Third in its Diftriat, 
which are all furrounded with Mountains, that render 
the Country very difagreeable, and yet fome are co- 
vered with Orange-Trees, and there is a great Quan- 
tity of White Wax. 


The Sixth City, Ou tcheou fou. 


ALL the Rivers of this Province unite near this 
me which joins to the Province of Quang: tong, and 
is the Key of the whole Province, and the moft con- 
fiderable City for Commerce in it: It hath one City 
of the Second Order, and nine of the Third within its 
Jurifdiction. The Country is partly mountainous, and 
partly flat : In the Mountains is found Cinnabar, and 
the uncommon Tree called Quang lang, which in- 
ftead of Pith hath a foft Pulp, of which: they make 
Flour, and whofe Tafte is pretty good. 

-Befides other Animals, which are common in China, 


there is the Rhinoceros, and a kind of yellow Ape, 


whofe Shape and Cry refemble thofe of an ordinary 
Dog. ’ | | | 
| The Seventh City, Sin tcheou fou. 


THIS City is fituated at the Confluence of two 
Rivers in an agreeable Country, when compared with 
the reft of the Province ; it produces a kind of Cin- — 
nmamon, which’ is not near fo good as that of the 
Ifland of Ceylan, either for Smell or Tafte ; there are 

| alfo 
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alfo Trees that produce the hard Wood called Iron- 
Wood, They make here a kind of Linen Cloth of 


a fort of Grafs, which is often fold dearer than the 


common Silks ; and there is likewife a yellow Earth 
which they affirm to be good againft all forts of Poi- 
fon. The Diftrict of this City is not confiderable, 
and, contains but three Cities of the Third Order. 


The Eighth City, Nan ning fou. 


THIS City is almoft furrounded with Rivers and 
{mall Lakes ; it hath four Cities of the Second Order, 


and three of the Third within its Diftrict, which is. 


full of Mountains and Vallies. There are large Par- 
rots which foon learn to talk, and very large Porcu- 
pines, as well as Iron Mines in fome of its Moun- 
tains. 


Ibe Ninth City, Tai ping fou. 


THIS City is built on a Point of Land which 
is almoft furrounded by a River; on the Landfide 
it is fortify’d by a Wall that reaches from one Arm 
of the fame River to the other : The Territory of 
this City is very fruitful, very populous, and well 
cultivated, being the beft in all the Province: There 
are a great Number of Forts, Becaufe it is near the 
Confines of the Kingdom of Zong king. 

The Chinefe call the Inhabitants of this Country 
Barbarians, becaufe they are not fo polite as them- 
felves: There are within the Diftrict of this City twelve 
Cities of the Second Order, and two of the Third. 


The Tenth City, Se ming fou. 


THIS City is likewife fituated in the Neighbour- 
hood of the Kingdom of Zong king, in a mountainous 
Country, near the Pillar which the Yonkinefe have 
erected for the Limit of their Kingdom, and which I 
have defcribed in another Place ; the Mountains are 
well ftock’d with Wood: It has but four Cities of oi 

Secon 
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Second Order in its Diftri&: This Country pro-. 
duces all the Neceffaries of Life; but the Inhabitants . 
are not near fo polite as they are in the reft of the 
Empire. | 

The Eleventh City, Tchin ngan fou. | 
A GREAT Part of the Drftrict of this City 


is dependant on the Kingdom of Tong king, and has 
but one City of the Second Order. Formerly it was 


‘but open Towns, which they have enlarged, and 


furrounded with Walls, to make it a City of the Se- 
cond Order. The Manners of its Inhabitants are 
not different from thofe of the Chinefe, and the 
Country produces all things neceffary for Life. Here 
is great Plenty of Honey and Wax.. 


The Twelfth City, Se tchin fou. 


THE Diftrict of this City is very fmall, and 
comprehends but two of the Second Order ;.- it is fi- 
tuated at the Confluence of two {mall Rivers which. 
join near its Wall. The Country is partly flat, 
and partly mountainous, and ftands on the Frontiers 
of the Province of Yun nan; it is full of Towns that 
are well peopled. 





T HIS is one of the richeft Provinces of the Em- 
pire, and is bounded by the Provinces of Se tchuen, 
Koei tcheou, and Quang fi, on one fide; and on the 
other with Thibet, and a Savage People little known, 
and the Kingdoms of Ava, Pegu, Laos, and Tong king. 
It contains twenty-one Cities of the Firft Order, -and 
fifty-five of the Second and Third, and is well wa- 
| | ter’d 
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ter’d with Rivers and Lakes, which render it very 
fruitful. _ 

_ All forts of Provifions are very cheap, and they 
receive great Profits from the Gold which they find a- 
mong the Sand in the Rivers, and Torrents that if- 
fue from fome of the Mountains in the Eaftern Part; 
this gives reafon to believe that there is abundance of 
Gold Mines} that would bring in immenfe Riches if 
allow’d to be open’d. 

Befides the common Copper Mines, which are 
found in other Provinces, they have here a particular 
kind of Copper call’d Pe tong, which is intirely white ; 
it alfo produces red Amber, but no yellow: There 
are Rubies, Saphires, Agates, Pearls, Precious- 
Stones, Musk, Silk, Benjamin, a fort of Incenfe 
which is greatly admired, Lapis Lazuli, and very fine 
Marble. | | . 

There is alfo of that kind of Marble which ‘is na- 
turally painted with divers Colours reprefenting Land- 
skips, with which they make Tables; fome think 
Rubies, and other Precious-Stones, are brought heré 
from the Kingdom of Ava. | 
_ They have excellent Horfes, that are very ftrong 
and vigorous, but low; there are alfo a particular 
kind of Stags, that are no larger than our common 
Dogs, which the Nobility keep in their Gardens for 
their Diverfion, as likewife great Numbers of Gold- 
en Hens, called Kin ki, which I have defcribed in 
another Place. | a 

Thefe People are very ftrong, couragious, witty, 
‘and apt to learn. : 


The Firft City, and Capital of the Province, 


Yun nan fou. 


THIS City is fituated on the Banks, of a large 
Lake, which they call the Southern Sea, which fome 
_ Years ago was remarkable for its Beauty, and was up- 

wards of a League in Circuit, and adorned with fine 
_ Vou. | | S . - Build- 
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Buildings and Gardens. A Chinefe Prince formerly 
kept his Court there; and the Yartars, who were 
then Mafters of China, had granted him the Invelti- 
ture of it, with the Title of King; but this Prince’ 
having revolted, and taken Arms againft the Empe- 
ror in the Year 1679, his Family was ruin’d, and he 
dying foon after of Old Age, his Troops were di- 
erfed. 
P The Trade for Metals is greater hete than in any 
other Province: ‘There is a kind of Stuff which is 
uncommon, called Tony bai touan fe, that is, Satin of 
the Eaftern Sea; it is thick, made of Silk-Thread 


‘twifted, plain, without Luftre or Flowers, and is 


dyed into all forts of Colours, as the Tonan te, or 
common Satin ; they make alfo fine Carpets. 
"The City of Yun nan has more Reputation than 
Riches, the Sheps are but poorly furnifh’d, the Mer- 
chants are not wealthy, the Buildings but indiffe- 
rent, and the Inhabitants thin when compared with the 
Capitals of other Provinces. 

he Zjong tou, or Governor-General of the Pro- 


 yinces of Yun nan, and of Koei tcheou, tefides here, 


as alfo the Viceroy of the Province. ‘Within its Di- 
ftri€&t are four Cities of the Second Order, and feven 
of the Third. 

The whole Country is very agreeable and fertile, 
the Waters are very good, the Climate is temperate, 
and the Canals are made large enough to admit confi- 
derable Barks. 

The Inhabitants have Wit as well as Courage, and 
their Employment is either the Exercife of Arms, or 


_ Agricultare. The Horfes of this Cowmtry are fmall, 


but ftrong and lively: Lapis Lazuli is found here, as 
alfo the Trees vghofe Wood is called, Ra/e-Wood. 


The Second City, Ta li fou. vs 
THIS City is alfo buile on the Banks of a Lake, 


which is very long, and well ftock’d with all forts of 


Fith ; 


~ 
® 
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Fith ; the City is large and populous, the Climate ve- 
ty mild, and the Soil fruitful. 

This is the principal Place where they makecurious 
Tables, and other Ornaments of finé Marble, which 
is got from a Mountain ealled Zien fang, and is natu- 
tally beautify’d with different Colours, fo that one 


would imagine an able Painter had embellith’d it with | 


Mountains, Flowers; Trees, and Rivers. Ta /i has 


under its Jurifdigtion four Cities. of the Second Or- | 


der,. and three of the Third. 
The Third City, Ling ngan fou. 

THE Diftriét of this City, which contains four 
Cities of the Second Order; and five of the Third, 
confifts of Plains, Vallics, and Mountains, whofe 
Profpect is not difagrecable; it is watered by two 
Lakes and feveral Rivers, and is very fettile, efpeci- 
ally in Rice and Wheat ; it produces alfo Honey, a 
great Quantity of Wax, and moft of the Fruits which 
grow in Ghina. ) 


The Fourth City, Tchou hiung fou. 


THIS City is fituated in the Center of the Pro- 


¥ince; ina very fine Country; watered by feveral Ri- 
vers; and encompaffed on all fides with beautiful 


Mountaffs which ferve inftead of Ramparts: The 


Air is healthful, and the Soil produces all forts of 
Grain in abundance; there are alfo very good Pa- 
ftures.: | ee | 
_ The Mountains a Lapis Lazuli, and fine green 
Stones; there are likewife Silver Mines, but they are 
not permitted to be open’d. It has within its Diftrict 
only two Cities of the Second Order. 
The Fifth City, Tching kiang’ fou. 

THE Situation of this City is very agreeable, 

being built on the Side of a Lake, and in a Plain fur- 


rounded with Mountains, which are at a proper Di- 
S 2  ftance,; 


— 
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ftance, to’ render the Profpeét agreeable: Its Diftria 
is not large, and contains but two Cities of the Se- 
cond Order, andtwo of the Third ; but it is water- 
ed with Lakes and Rivers, which make it very fruit- 
ful, and in which there are abundance of excellent . 
Fifh ; they make here Carpets of Cotton, which are 
very valuable. | 
The Sixth City, King tong fou. 


THIS City is furrounded with very high Moun- 
tains, in which they fay there are Silver Mines; the 
Country abounds with Rice, and the Vallies are well 
watered with Rivers and Brooks, Altho’ it is placed 
‘in the Rank of fou, there is no other City in its Di- 
frit: To the Weft of this City there is one of thofe 
‘forts of Bridges which I have already defcrib’d elfe- 
where ; it is fupported by Iron Chains, and the Sight _ 
of the Precipices, with the Motion of the Bridge 
‘when feveral Perfons go over.it together, generally 
fright Perfons the firft time they pafs over it. 


_ The Seventh City, Quang nan fou. 


THIS City, as well as the preceding, hath no 
other within its Jurifdiction ; it is feated on the Fron- 
tiers of the Province of Koei tcheou, ands almoft 
‘feparated from the reft of the Province by frightful 
Mountains; however its Territory is not the lefs 
fertile. The Chinefe call the. Inhabitants of this 
Country Barbarians, becaufe of* their Unpolitenefs. 


The Eighth City, Quang fi fou. 


THIS City is fituated on the Banks of a Lake, ~ 
and furrounded with Mountains; it has two Cities of 
the Third Order within its Diftrict, but has nothing 
‘worthy of Obfervation. «62 


The 
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Ihe Ninth City, Chun ning fou. _— 


, THIS City is very fmall, its Circuit being but 
half a League: It is furrounded with Mountains, and 
the Paffages leading to it are very narrow ; the Soil | 
is fruitful, but the Inhabitants are as barbarous in 
their Manners, as the Climate which they inhabit. 


\ 


The Tenth City, Ku tfing fou. 


ALTHO?’ this City is furrounded with Moup-. 
tains, the Soil that is about them is pretty fruitful. 
Within its Jurifdiction are five Cities of the Second. 
Order, and two of the Third:. The Inhabitants are 
very laborious, and cultivate every Inch of Ground ; 
but they are fo litigious, that they often fpend their 
Fortunes in Law. mL 


: The. Eleventh City, Yao ngan fou. 


- THE Territory of this City is confiderable, al- 
tho’ it contains but two Cities, one of the Second Or- 
' der, and the other of the Third. It is intermixt with 
Mountains which are cover’d with fine Forefts and 
fruitful Vallies, and produces abundance of Musk : 
Near the City there is a Well of Salt-Water, from 
which they make very white Salt: The Inhabitants 
of this Country are ftrong and warlike. | 


The Twelfth City, Ko king fou. 


THIS City is furrounded with Mountains, and 
has but one City of the Second Order in its Diftrict. 
It is feated on the Banks of a Lake whofe Circumfe- 
rence is fix Leagues; the People are couragious, and 
are generally armed with Bows and Arrows; the 
Country produces Musk, and Pine Apples; there are 
the fineft Carpets made here; and they pretend that 
there are Mines of Gold within its Mountains, bor. 
‘dering: upon the Countries of Si fan, or Land of 
Lamas. . a : 

S 3 The 
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The Thirteenth City, Vou ting fou. 


THIS City is fituated on the Confines of the 
Province of Se tchuen, in a very fruitful Country, 
watered with Streams and Rivers, where a confidera- 
ble Garrifon is kept to defend it from the Incurfions of 
the Mountaineers of the Neighbourhood. 

The Land is well cultivated, and abounds with Pa- 
fture Ground, which feeds a great number of Sheep. 

Some of the Mountains are fo fteep, and the Paf- 
{ages fo narrow, that a Man can {carcely get to the 
Top ; the Inhabitants retire there in time of War, 


as to an inacceffible Refuge: It has but two Cities 


of the Second Order, and one of the Third within 
its Diftrid. 


The Fourteenth City, Li kiang tou fou. 


IT is faid that the Inhabitants of this City, ‘and 
jts Territory, are defcended from fome ancient Colo: 
nies of Chinefe, which came and fixed there; it has 
mo other City within its Diftri€t, but is furrounded 
by Mountains which feparate it from the Land of the 
Lamas: It 1s not doubted but that there are Mines of 
Gold within its Mountains. The whole Country is 


‘very well water’d, and the Land fruitful ; there are 


found here Amber and Pine-Apples. 


The Fifteenth City, Yuen kiang fou. 


THIS City is built on the Banks of a large Ri- 
ver, call’d Ho li kiang: It has no Jurifdiction, hav- 


ing no City depending on it. The Country is diverfi- 


fy’d with Mountains and Vallies, watered with feveral 
Rivers, and abounds with Silk, Ebony-Wood, Palm- 
Trees, and Trees of Areca, which thefe People chew 
with the Leaf of Betel; there are abundance of Pea- 
cocks here, 


The 
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The Sixteenth City, Mong hea fou. 


THIS _~ has none depending on it, but 1s fur- 
~ rounded with high Mountain§; nor is there any 
Country in the whole Empire that abounds fo plenti-’ 
fully with Musk as this. | 


The Seventeenth City, Yung tchong fou. 


' THIS City is pretty large and populous, and is | 


built in the midft-ef high Mountains, on the Boyders 
of the. Province, in the Neighbourhged of a Sa- 
vage People, whofe Genius and Manners the Inhabi- 
. tants of this Country partake of. The Country pro- 
duces Gold, Honey, Wax, Amber, and a vaft 
quantity of fine Silk. It has within its Diftricts one 
City.of the Secand Order, and two of the Third. 


The Eighteenth City, Yung ning tou fou. 


THIS City is built at the Extremity of the Pro- 
vince, and almoft joins to the Landof the Lamas: On 
the Eaft it hath a fine Lake, with four {mall Iflands 
in it, but thete js no City within its Jurifdiction. In 
this Country, as well asin the Kingdom of hibet, 
there are a particular kind of Cows, of whofe Tails 
divers Ufes are made; in particular, Stuffs through 
which Rain cannot penetrate; and Carpeting, which 


is very valuable, and with which the Chinefa Officers - 


~ adorn their Standards and Bucklers. 


Ihe Nineteenth City, Yung pe fou. 

THIS City is built in. the midfé of Mountaing, 
its Territory is yery fruitful, and there are large Plains 
water’d by a fine Lake, and feveral large Rivers and 
Streams; but it has no City within its Diftrict. 


The Twentieth City, Cai hoa fou. 


THIS City has nothing worthy Remark, only 
that it is on the Copfines of the Kingdam of ong 
S 4 | king 
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king, and is, on that fide, the Key of the Province: 

It is fituated in a Country which is full of fertile Val- 

ties and high Mountains ; but has no Jurifdiction nor 
City depending on it. “ . 

The Twenty-firft City, San ta fou. i 

THIS laft City is on the Confines of the King- 


dom of 4va, and is properly a Garrifon to defend 
the Frontiers; it is furrounded with Mountains, and 


the Vallies are watered with Rivers, which make the 


Soil very fertile. 





Ti be Fifteenth Province of the Empire of China, 


Koei tcheou. 


T HIS Province is one of the fmalleft of China, 

lying between the Provinces of Hou quang, Se 
tcbuen, Yun nan, and Quang fi; it contains ten Cities 
of the Firft Order, and thirty-eight of the Second — 
and Third. . : 

It is full of inacceffible Mountains, and partly in- 
habited by People that would never fubmit to the Em-: 
peror, and who live independent of the Laws of the 
Empire. I have given an Account of them in the be- 


ginning of this Work. 


Tht Emperors have tried feveral times to people 
this Province, and have fent thither Chinefe Colonies 
and Governors, with their Families ; there are abun- 
dance of Forts and Places of War, where they keep 
ftrong Garrifons: ‘The Taxes of this Province are 
not fufficient to defray the Expence of their Subfift- 
ence, and the Emperor is oblig’d to fend new Supplies 
every Year, | 
‘ In the Mountains there are Mines of Gold, Silver, 

that 


l 
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that they get the Copper with which they make all 
the {mall Brafs Money which is in the Empire. Be- 
tween the Mountains there. are very agreeable and 
- fruitful Vallies, efpecially near the Rivers: Provi- 


fions are cheap, but not fo plentiful as in other Places. — 


There are no Silks, but they make Stuffs of a 
certain Herb which refembles Hemp, and is very pro- 
per for Summer-Cloaths. | a 

Cows and Stags are.in great plenty here, as alfo the 


beft Horfes of China; there are likewife Multitudes of 


wild Hens, which are efteemed excellent. 


The Firft City, and Capital of the Province, Koei 
yang fou. _ " 


THIS is one of the {malleft Cities of China, 


the Circuit of it being not above a League: The 
Houfes are partly of Earth, and partly Brick: It is 
a Place of no Trade, the River not being navigable. 
It has within its Jurifdiétion three Cities of the -Se- 
cond Order, and four of the Third; as alfo a great 
many Forts round about it: The Country is fmooth 
and level in fome Places, in others it abounds with 
very fteep Mountains. . _ | | 


The Second City, Se tcheou fou. 


THIS City is feated onthe Borders of the Pro- 
vince towards that of Hou quang, and hath only 
fome Forts within its Jurifdiétion. The whole Coun- 
try is full of Mountains, and produces Quick-Silver, 
Cinnabar, and divers other Commodities. ‘The Inhabi- 
tants are ignorant of all Cdinefe Learning, tho’ they 
are not fo barbarous as fome others of the fame Pro- 
vince; they commonly go bare-footed, and are fo 
inured to Fatigue, that they can walk over Rocks with 
a furprifing Swiftnefs, 
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The Third City, Se nan fou. 
THIS a which is buile on the Banks of 2 


fine River, and in an extenfive Plain, hath within 
its Diftrict three Cities of the Third Order, and feve- 
ral Forts: It is furrounded on all fides by Moun- 
tains, fome of which are inacceffible; in time of 
War the Inhabitants fhelter themfelves in thefe Moun- 
tains, and carry their Goods with them, to prevent 
being plundered by the Soldiers which crofs their 
Country: There are a Savage People skulking a- 


bout thofe Mountzins, who’ have fcarce any Commu- | 


nication with the Chine/e. | 
Lhe Fourth City, Tchin yuen fou. 


- THE Diftrict of this City is but very fmall, and 
comprehends qnly fome Forts, and two Cities of the 
Third Order, The Country produces Pomegranates, 
Oranges, and the fineft Flowers that are in all China : 
The Inhabitants of the Mountains have no Come ~ 
munication with the Chine, and are next to Bars 

N$. 


The Fifth City, Che tfien fou, 


THIS. City is fituated between the two prece- 
ding ones; its Diftrict is very {mall, having enly 
fome Forts, and one City of the Third Order in it, 
The Inhabitants of the Mountains have fomething 
very different in their Manners from the Chinefe Po- 
litenefs, and both Men and Women go bare-footed ; 


the Country produces a large Quantity of Quick- 
filver. | , 


The Sixth City, Tong gin fou. 


THIS is a Frontier-City of the Province, to- 
wards that of Hou quang + there is but one City and 


_ fome Forts within its Diftriét, and there is abundance 
_ ef Gold and Copper Mines to be met with here, The 


Com- 
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Communication of the Chinefe with the Inhabitants 
have civiliz’d them of late, tho’ they were formerly 


mere Barbarians, | 
_ Lhe Seventh City, Ngan chan fou. 


_. THE Territory of this City is very mountain- 

= and contains three Cities of the Second Order, 

nd five of the Third, with feveral garrifon’d Forts 

to keep in awe the neighbouring Inhabitants, who are 
_andependant, and live on the Mountains, TheVallies - 

and Plains are well watered, and would be very fruitful 

if the People were more induftrious, and given to 


The Eighth City, Tou yun fou. 


THE Jurifdiction of this City is but fmall, and 
comprehends only two Cities of the Second Order, 
and two of the Third: It is in the Neighbourhood 
of the Mountains which are inhabited by the Seng 
miao fe, 2People whom the Chinefe could never fub- 
due, and who have their particular Government, 
gs I have mention’d in another Place: It is fepa- 
rated from them only by a River, and fome fteep 


° > 


Mountains, 3 
The Ninth City, Ping yuen fou. 


THE Territory of this City is likewife in the 
Neighbourhood of thefe wild People, who are inde- 

ndant of the Empire of China, and who live on 
ynacceflible Mountains. . 

This Diftrié&t contains only two Cities of the Se- 
cond Order, and two of the Third. The Soil pro- 
‘duces excellent Tea, and all kinds of Oranges; there 
is a kind of Linen Cloth made of a fort of Hemp 
yery different from that of Eurore, 


The 
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The Tenth City, Ouei ning fou. 
- "FHIS laft City is built on the Bank of a fine 
Lake, in the midft of a Plain furrounded with: 
Mountains, and has within its Diftrict. three Cities 
of the Second Order, and three of the Third, be- 
fides feveral Forts with Garrifons for the Defence of 
' the Country. 





THE 


- = = ? 
SF) ¢ 5 SF \\% 
> ~ ' 
‘ ® oS he ( Ms Se) ~\ / 
» \ ra 7/ 
Z BAHIA ih y ) 

Gs - MB \ Jk 


SS 





CHINESE Monarcuy: 
OR, | 

A CHRONOLOGICAL HisTory @, 
the moft remarkable Events that hap- 
pend during the’ Reign of every 


EMPEROR, 





Fo u1, the Firft Emperor, 


= E was born in the Province of Chen fr, 
3 and was chofen on account of his fuperior 
% Merit to govern his Countrymen, who 

call’d him Tien t/e, that is to fay, Son of 
~ Heaven, to denote that he was more fa- 
vour’d by Heaven than the reft of Mankind, fince it 
was from Heaven he receiv’d thofe extraordinary Qua- 
lities which had raifed him to the Throne. 

At this Time, fays a Chinefe Author, Men differ’d 

but little from Brutes; they knew. their Mother, but 
not 
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‘not their Father; they liv’d in a favage manner, and 
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fought nothing but to fatisfy their Hunger, for as 
foon as they were filled they threw away the Remains: 
It was then their Cuftom to devour every Part of the 
Animal; they alfo drank the Blood, and cloathed 
themfelves with the Skins, 

Fo bi taught them how to make Nets for Fifhing 
and Fowling, and alfo inftructed them to bring up 
Domeftick Animals, as well for Food as for Sacrifices 5 
by thefe means he provided for the Subfiftence of 
his People. | | i 

This Prince alfo sketch’d out the eight Koua, find« 
ing that the knotted Cords, which they ufed inftead of 
Characters, and to inftruct their Children, were very 
unfit to publifh his Laws, and to leave to Pofterity 
the -Inftructions he intended. 

Thefe Koua are three Lines, which by different 
Combinations make fixty four ; and he drew out thefe 
famous Lines for Symbols to exprefs what he defired. 

Thefe eight Koua, or Symbols of three Lines each, 
either ftrait or crooked, expreffed certain general 
Things on which thé Generation or Corruption of 
particular Things depended: One reprefented the Hea- 
ven, another the Earth, the third Thunder and Light- 
ning, the fourth Mountains, the fifth Fire, the fixth 
the Clouds, the feventh the Waters, and the eighth the 
Wind. He taught them how to make ufe of thefe 
Characters, and, to give the greater Force to his new 


Laws, he declared that he had feen them traced 


the Back of a Dragon-Horfe, which rofe from the Bot- 


' tom of a Lake; he call’d it a Dragon-Horfe becaufe 
it had the Shape of a Horfe, and the Scales and Wings 


of a Dragon. 

This Prodigy gaining Credit among the People 
gave him occafion to create Officers, or Mandarins, 
under the Name of the Dragon.. He called one the 
Flying-Dragon, and his Employment was to com= 
pofe Books; he nam’d another the aes 

an 
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and he was to make the Calendar; a third was called 
the Refident-Dragon, and he had the Care of the 


Buildings ; a fourth the Proteing Dragon, and his. 


Charge was to obviate and relieve the Wants and Mi- 
feries of the Common People; a fifth call’d the Zer- 
reftrial-Dragox, haf the Care of the Lands; a fixth, 
named the Dragon of the Waters, was to look after 
the Woods and Plants, and preferve the Communica- 
tion of the Springs. 


He made a Prime Minitter, ‘and divided the Go- | 


vernment ef his Srate between four Mandarins, one of 
whom he fent to the North, another to the South, 
the third to the Eaft, and the fourth to the Weft: By 
thefe means he made his Laws flourifh. The Sexes 
were not then diftinguifhed by different Habits, but 
lived in common without Shame, altogether ignorant 
of Conjugal Laws. ee 

&> lt reform’d this Diforder; he commanded the 
Women to diftinguifh themfelves by their Habit ; “he 
made Laws for Conjugal Society, by one of which 


no Man could marry a Woman of his own Name, 


whether related or not. 

This Cuftom full remains; as for Inftance, thofe of 
the Name of Yong Ly, &c. cannot marry Wives of 
the fame Name, tho’ twenty Gencrations diftant, and 
of different Families. To foften the favage Nature 
of his new Subjects, and to quiet wild and turbulent 
Spirits he invented Mufick, and made the Inftrument 
on; the upper Part of which was convex, to repre- 
femt Heaven, the under Part flat, to reprefent the 
Farth. if this Harmony inyented by Fo bi was no 
better than the prefent, it does not feem likely to have 
any great Effect on the Mind: The Chine, indeed, 
fay that the Mufick of Fu 61 was quite Divine, but 
if fo it isa Treafure irrecoverably loft. 

Fo bi died, and was buried in\a Place call’d Ycbin; 
he was fucceeded by Chin nong. A Chinefe Hiltorian 


mentions fifteen Princes before Chix nong, but — 
Ww 
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who follow the general Opinion, affirm that thefe. 
Princes were only Lords of ‘Tributary Provinces, near- 
ly fuch as thofe fince called Ichu heou. 


Chin nong, the Second Emperor. 


. THE Number of People being greatly increafed, 
the Plants and Animals were not fufficient for their 
Suftenance; therefore Chin nong, tpuched with the Suffer- 
ings of his Subjects, thought of making the Earth fupply 
their Wants ; he invented the neceflary Implements of 
‘Husbandry, and taught the People to fow five Sorts 
of Grain; from hence he was call’d Chin nong, which 
is, Heavenly Husbandman; he taught them alfo to 
make Salt of the Sea-Water. | 

' The People being fubject to many Difeafes, for 
which they knew no Remedies, Chin nong experien- 
ced on himfelf the Nature of Simples, and difcover’d 
their good and bad Qualities; he confider’d their 


~ Power, whether hot, temperate, or cold, and made 


ufe of them accordingly, as a King does of his Sub- 
jects. 
= He difcover’d in one Day feventy poifonous Plants, 
and found means to make them ufeful, that is to fay, 
he found out the Counter-Poifon: After which he 
wrote Books of Phyfick, and taught the Means to re- 
{tore Health to the Sick, which makes him e- 
fteem’d the Author and Prince of Phyfick. Their 
Simplicity of Manners: banifh’d all Spirit of Conten- 
tion ; every one had enough to live on, the Laws were 
few, and there was no occafion to encreafe the Num- 
ber; but the Government was majeftick and fevere. Chin 
nong gave the firft Idea of Commerce, and eftablifhed 
publick Markets, to which about the middle of the Day 
the People reforted, and having bought all Neceffaries 
returned quietly Home. | 
Whilft this Prince was thus wholly employ’d_ for 
the good of his Subjeéts, So Cha a Tributary Prince 
revolted; but he was punifhed by his.own Subjects, 
re who 
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who put him to death. Every one return’d to their 
Duty, and there was no Perfon in the whole Empire 
who did not willingly fubmit to the mild and juft 


Government of Chin nong : He died at Icha hiang, a 


Place fubordinate to Ichang tcha. | 


Some Hiftorians make feven Emperors from Chin 


nong to Hoang ti, viz. Lincoue, Icheng, Ming, Y% 
Lay, Ly, and Yu Ouang ; the laft was depofed, per- 
haps the others were only tributary Princes. How- 
ever it is certain that the Chinefe Hiftorians place on- 
ly Fobi, Chin nong, and Hoang ti in the Rank of the 
firft Emperors, to whom the Arts and Sciences owe 
their Beginning and their Progrefs, 


Hoang ti, the Third Emperor. 


HISTORY relates that % ouang was a paffionate 
and violent Prince, that he govern’d with Rigour, and 
that the People groaned under his Oppreffion: The 
tributary Princes took up Arms, and one of them, viz. 
Ichi yeou, was the firft who fet up the Standard of the 
revolted Princes; the Emperor was depofed, and Ho- 
ang ti {et onthe Throne,who was but twelve Years old; 
€hin nong’s Mother hada younger Brother, who was 
hereditary Prince of Chao tien: The Heir of this 
Prince during the Reign of Yu ouang married Tou 
pao, who being much diforder’d by the Noife of 
Thunder, was deliver’d of Hoang ti on the Mountain 
Suen Yuen. 

He was, fays the Hiftory, a wonderful Child; he 
had {carcely left the Breaft but he could fpeak ; in 
his Infancy he difcover’d a great deal of Wit and Ad- 
drefs, in his Youth an admirable good Nature and 
fweetnefs of Temper, and in his Manhood an uncom- 
mon Penetration and Judgment. 7chi yeou beforemen- 
tioned was a reftlefs Prince, whofe boundlefs Ambi- 
tion was the Caufe of great Troubles ; Hoang ti at- 


tack’d him, and gave him Battle three Times. He 


perceiving that thick Fogs faved the Enemy from his 
Vor. I. T Pur- 
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Purfuit, and that the Soldiers rambled out of the way, 
and loft the Courfe of the Wind, he made a Carr 
which fhow’d ’em the four Cardinal Points; by this 
Method he overtook Zchi yeou, made him Prifoner 
and put him to Death. Some fay there were engraved 
in this Carr, on a Plate, the Characters of a Rat and 


_ a Hhorfe, and underneath was placed a Needle to 


determine the four Parts of the World. This would 
amount to the Ufe of the Compafs, or fomething ve- 
ry near it, being of great Antiquity, and well attefted. 
Tis pity this Contrivance is not explain’d, but the In- 
terpreters knowing only the bare Fact dare not venture 
on Conjectures. 

After having regulated the moft important Affairs 
of the Empire, Hoang ti employ’d himfelf wholly in 
making his Subjects happy, by procuring them all 
the Conveniences he could imagine ; he levell’d the 
Mountains, and made Highways for the Convenience 
of Trade ; he enlarged the Bounds of his Empire, | 
which he extended towards the Eaft to the Ocean, on 
the North to ancient Zartary, and on the South to 
the. River Kiang, which ferved as a Barrier to his Do- 
minions. He created fix Minifters to affift him in the 
Government of the Empire, and made T/ang kiat Man- 
darin to write Hiftory: He intrufted Ia xao with the 
Care of making the Kia ¢/e, or Cycle of fixty Years. 
This Cycle is compofed on’ one fide of ten Charac- 
ters, called Zion kan, and on the other fide of twelve, — 
which are call’d Zi tcht: Thefe Characters do not 
exprefs any thing, but are inftead of Figures or 
Marks ; the firft ten are called the tenStems, and the 
others the twelve Branches: Thefe Marks are taken 
two by two to denote the Year, and are fo combin’d 
that the fame do not come together in fixty Years. 

Yong tcheng was order’d to ‘make a Sphere and a 
Calendar: ’T'was he who difcovered the Polar Star, 
and the others which furround it; the Form of this 
Sphere is. not known, which reprefented the Celeftial. 

| -  ¢ Orbs ; 
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Orbs ; at length, by means of tiany Experiments, he 
- could foretel the Changes of the Weather, and of the. 
Air. The Lot of Zi cheou was to regulate Figures 
and Meafures; the Method of computing, which he 
invented, is ftill in ufe: ’Tis a little Box divided in 
two in the middle, and crofs’d by fmall Wires, on 
which feveral Balls are ftrung ; there are but two on 
each Wire of the upper Row, each of which ftands 
for five; the lower Row, which is much krger, has 
five Balls on’ every Wire, and every Ball is reckon’d 
-as one. When they reckon. from right to left, the 
Numbers encreafe as in’our Figures : This Method 
of computing is more ready and more fure than our 
Calculation with the Pen. — 
For Meaftres he took a Grain of Millet for the 
Length of a Line, ten Lines for an Inch, ten Inches 
for a Foot, és¢. The different way thefe Grains which 
are oval may be placed has made the Difference of 
Meafures in their feveral Dynatties. | 
Under the prefent Dynafty there are three forts of 
Meafures, 14, the Palace Foot, which is to the Paris 
Foot .as 974 to 100. 24, The Foot of the Tribunal 
of Publick Works, call’d Kong pou, which is made 
ufe of by Workmen; itis a Line fhorter than the 
Palace Foot. 3d, The Taylors Foot, which is ufed 
by thofe who fell Silks, &c. it is feven Lines longer 
_ than the Kong pou. 
| Ling lun was appointed to improve Mufick, and 
to explain the Order of the different Tones. 


Yong yuen was order’d to make twelve Bells of Cop- © 


per, which reprefented the twelve Months of the Year. 

Hoang ti afterwards invented the Cap, Mien, fora 
Diadem: This Cap bent downwards a little before, 
and rofe behind ; it was feven Inches wide, and one 
Foot two Inches long: He made himéfelf likewife 
Habits and Ornaments fuitable to his Dignity ;. his 
Robe was blue and yellow, to imitate the: Colours of 


Heaven and Earth. 
. T 2 After 
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‘After having attentively confidered the Pheafant’s 
Feathers,and the various Colours of Birds and Flowers, 
he found out the Art of Dying, and commanded the 
Habits of the Rich and Poor to be of different Co- 
lours. He caufed feveral Inftruments to be made of 
great ufe to the Publick, Machines for bruifing Rice, 
Kitchen-Furnaces, Kettles, &%¢. and the People began 
to eat Rice drefs’d different ways. He built Bridges 
over Rivers, made Coffins for the Dead; he gave 
Inftru€tions to make Bows and Arrows, and Wind- 
Inftruments, as Flutes, Fifes, Organs, Trumpets 
which imitated the roaring of a Dragon, and Drums 
which made a noife like Thunder. | 

Seeing hollow pieces of Wood flote, he made Barks, 
and invented Oars ; he invented alfo Wheel-Carriages, 
and train’d Oxen and Horfes to draw them. The 
People then dwelt in wretched Huts; Hoang ti gave 
the Model of regular Buildings, and built himfelf a 
Palace call’d Ho beng, where he facrificed to the So- 
vereign Lord of Heaven. To facilitate Commerce, he 
coined Money, which he call’d Kin ¢ao, becaufe it had 
the Shape of the Blade of a Knife, and he made fuch 
good Regulations in the Expences of the Empire, that 
his Riches were immenfely increafed. Men fuffer’d 
from without by the Rigour of the Seafons, and with- 
in by the Paffions which difturbed the Mind} they 
died before their Time: Hoang ti carefully confider’d 
the five Flements,the Seafons,and the Nature of Man, 
and order’d three Doctors, nam’d Ky pe, Yeu fou, and 
Ley kong, to examine the Blood-Veffels ; after which . 
he directed the proper Remedies of every Diftemper, 
and Men lived out their Time according to the due 
Cour fe of Nature. a 

He order’d the Emprefs to inftruét the People in 
the manner of breeding Silk-Worms, to wind off their 
Webbs, and to make themfelves Cloaths, This. Prince 
had not a Moment’s reft, and tho’ he had taught his 


| ‘Subjects to build Houfes and Cities, and had built 


him- 
8 
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himfelf a Palace, he had no certain Refidence, but 
encamped with his Soldiers. . 


He meafured the Country, and divided it, into | 


Tcheou ; he made feveral Principalities of 100 Lys 
each, where he built"Towns ; he order’d that 240 Paces 
in length, and one in breadth, fhould make a Mux ; 
that 100 Mou fhould make a King; fo that the Pace 
being five Foot, a Mou of Land contained 6000 fquare 
Foot, and 600,000 a King. He alfo ordain’d that 
nine King fhould be called Z/ng, and that it fhould 
be the Portion of eight Families, which fhould have 
each a King, or 100 Moz, and the remaining in the 
middle fhould belong to the. Emperor, and be culti- 
vated at the common Expence of thefe eight Fami- 
lies.. He order’d four Paths to be made to each L/ing, 
and that three Z/ing fhould be called Ho ki, three Ho 
ki a Street, five Streets a ‘Town, ten Towns a Zox, 
ten Tou a Che, and ten Che a Icheou. 

Hoang ti died upon the Declivity of the Mountain 
King chan, and was buried in the Province of Chan 
tong. The Chinefe Authors give this Prince the higheft 
Encomiums ; the Virtue and Talents of this Prince, 
they fay, equalled Heaven and Earth; his Govern- 
ment was admirable, his Laws {olid, his Conduct 
moft fteady : He pour’d out his Favours upon all the 
World, and his Liberality has reach’d down to us, 


fo that we might fay he ftill lives. He had twenty | 


five Children, and one of them, named Chao Hao, 
fucceeded him in the Empire. | 


Chao hao, the Fourth Emperor. 


THIS Prince gain’d the A ffections of his People 
by his good Nature, and fweetnefs of Temper. It was 
fpread abroad that the Fong hoang had been feen at his 
coming to the Crown, which was look’d upon asa 
Prefage of a happy Reign, becaufe (the Chinefe fay) 
this wonderful Bird never appears but in the Reign 
of good Kings : The Fong — is a very fcarce Bird, 

3 or 
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e { e e 
_ or rather a Fiction, much as our Phenix ; according 


to the Chinefe Defcription, he refembles an Eagle, but 
excells himin the great Variety of his Colours. The 


_ pretended Appearance of this Bird gave the new Em- 


peror the Hint of diftinguifhing his Officers, by the 
Shape of various Birds on their Garments : The Or- 
der. was given, and is obferv’d to this Day: The 
Mandarins of Letters have Birds on their Habit em- . 
broidered in Gold, to diftinguifh their Rank ; the Man- 
darins of the Army have Animals, as the Dragon, the 


Lion, the Tiger, &c. By thefe Marks of Honour 


the People know the Rank thefe Officers have in the 
nine Degrees of the State. | - 

Among thefe new Mandarins, thofe call’d the five 
Hieou were to affemble the People; others were ta 
govern the five different forts of Artifans; otherswere 
to prefide over Tillage, and obferve the Behaviour of 


the People. This Prince govern'd with great Equity ; 


their own Authors fay he exaétly imitated Fo bi ; he 
reformed the Meafures of Grain, he made a Drum to 
beat the Watches, he clear’d the Channels of Rivers, 


‘and levelled the Ways on the Mountains, and laftly 


he invented a new fort of Mufick, for which he was 
called Ta ywen, ‘The Emperor died very old, and 
left five Sons ; four of them had each a particular Me- 
rit, but as he obferved greater Talents in his Nephew 
Ychuen bio, who was the Grandfon of Hoang ti, he 
gave him the Preference before his Children, and chofe 
him to fucceed in the Empire. — a 


Tchuen hio, the Fifth Emperor. . 


HE was no fooner on the Throne, but, far from 
miftrufting thefe whofe Place he filled, he gave 
them the moft confiderahle Employments, and fuch 
as were moft fuitable tq their Difpofitions. As thefe 
Princes underftood perfectly the Nature of Metals, 
Waters, and Woods, &¢. he gave to one the Infpec, 
f10n of the Mines, another he made to prefide over 
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the Waters and Forefts, and having tried their Fide- 
lity, he rais’d them afterwards to more honourablé 
Employments. Towards the end of Chao Hao’s Reign 
the People began to thruft themfelves into the facred 
Offices, every Family would have a domeftick Prieft ; 
Ichuen Hio reform’d this Abufe, and join’d:the Prieft- 
hood to the Crown, and made a Law that none but ~ 
the Emperor fhould offer folemn Sacrifices to the 
‘Lord of Heaven. This hath been obferved ever fince, 
for the Emperor alone is Pontiff, and has a Right to 
offer Sacrifices in the Temple of Heaven: If it hap- 
pens that, thro’ Age or Sicknefs, he cannot goto ae 
‘Temple to perform the Function, he deputes fome 
Prince or great Officer to fupply his Place, and to 
difcharge this Duty of Religion. As this Emperor 
‘was an expert Aftronomer, he alter’d the Manner of 
obferving and calculating the Celeftial Motions, and 
becaufe thefe Motions appear’d at a great Diftance, 
he invented a Machine which gave a plainer Idea, 
and was of ufe in Equations, Afcenfions, &c¢. The 
Interpreters fay nothing of the Conftruction, Shape, or 
‘Proportion of this Inftrument : They fpeak only of a 
Conjunction of the five Planets in the Conftellation 
Che, which happeri’d in the Reign of Zchuen Hio; 
but, as a judicious Chinefe Aftronomer obferves, this is 
not a real Conjunction. | | 
The Conjunctions of the Planets have always been 
efteem’d good Prefages for the reigning Prince ; there 
are more of thefe falfe Conjunétions in the following 
Part of this Hiftory, efpecially at the Change of the 
Dynafties ; and, without going far for Examples, we 
find one in the fecond Year of the Reign of the pre- 
fent Emperor : The Conjunction. of four Planets was 
a fufficient Reafon to make one of five in his favour. 
_ The Emperor feem’d pleafed with it, and receiv’d 
the Compliments of the Court on this Occafion ; every 
Body gain’d by it, efpecially the Mathematicians, who 
' did not err through Ignorance. 
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This falfe Conjunction which was carefully chroni- 
cled, may be the Occafion of great Difputes and falfe 


‘Syftems in future Times: If two or three thoufand 


Years hencé an European fhould calculate this Con- 


“junction, he would not find Saturn in it. Should this 


‘make us doubt other Facts of Yong. tching’s Hiftory, 


- it would be no difficulty to the Chinefe, who perfeétly 


underftand this common piece of Flattery, and 
know what to abate of thefe Compliments to the Em- 
peror on fuch Occafions. - : | 
~ Ichuen bio regulated the Calender, and defir’d to be- 
gin the Year the firft Day ofthe Month, in which the 
Sun fhould be neareft the fifteenth Degree of Aquari- 
us, for which he is called the Author and Father of 
the Ephemeris ;_he chofe the Time that the Sun paf- 
fes thro’ the Middle of this Sign, becaufe in this Sea- 
fon the Earth is adorn’d with Plants, Trees renew 
their Verdure, and all Nature feems to be reanimated. 

This Prince died very old, and was buried at Pox 
yang: His Succeffor was Tico or Kao fin, Grandchild 
‘of Chao bao. The Defcendants of Zchuen bio, who 
were numerous, had. in courfe of time feveral little 
States, of which they were tributary Princes, It is 
always the Emperor who grants thefe Governments 
to Princes, either as being Relations, or Perfons of 
ereat Merit; they hold of the Empire much like the 
Dukes and Counts of Germany, and, in cafe of a War, 
they are obliged to furnifh a certain Number of 
Troops to defend the Emperor. 


Ti co, or Cao fin, the Sixth Emperor. - 
THE Chinefe Writers highly extol this Prince, 


they fay he was very knowing, he faw thro’ every 


thing, he examin’d every thing himfelf, and entered 
into the moft minute Circumftances : He was popu- 


lar, without Jofing his Majefty ; he lov’d his Subjects 


tenderly, he diftributed his Favours to all Men, he 
carefully amended what was wrong in himfelf, he was 
| . reli: 
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religious in the Worfhip of the Sovereign Lord of 
Heaven, whom he ferved refpectfully ; his Majeftic 
Air commanded Veneration, his Virtue was eminent, 
he always acted right, and kept the juft Mean in eve- 
ry thing ; in fhort, there was no Nation enlightened 
by the Sun, or water’d by the Rain, that did not o- 
bey his Commands with Pleafure ; he appointed Ma- 
fters to teach the People Virtue, and invented Vocal 
Mufick. Kien be was the firft who by his Orders made 


Songs, he appointed others to make different forts of . 


Flutes, a Drum, a Bell, a Ksag (which is a thin flat 
_ Plate they ftrike with a Mallet); he made that Piece 

of Mufick, which fignifies the. Beauty of Heaven, of 
the Earth, and of the four Seafons. He gave the firft 
Example of Polygamy, by marrying four Wives; 
he had by the Firft a Son named Ki, whofe Defcen- 
dants.made the Dynafty of Zcheou, by the fecond, 
a Son named Sie, whofe Defcendants made the Dy- 
nafty of Chang ; the third bore him Yao ; and the Son 
by the fourth was called Zchi; the great hopes the 
Emperor had of this Prince induced him to make 
him his Succeffor. 3 


Tchi, the Seventh Emperor. 


THIS Prince did not long maintain the Opinion of 
his Merit ; he made ufe of his Power only to give 
himfelfup to Brutal Pleafures : The tributary Princes, 
' who were accuftomed to obey wife Emperors, could 
not forbear his Extravagancies ; they made him fe- 
veral Remonftrances on his Conduct, but without Suc- 
cefs ; they therefore made him quit the Throne, ba- 
nifhed him, and gave the Empire to his Brother Yao. 
The Cycle of fixty Years cannot be ufed before the 
Reign of Yao; for altho’ it was invented by the fa- 
mous Hoang ti, the Duration of thefe firft Reigns 1s 
very uncertain: On the contrary, from the Emperor 
Yao to Chrift, the Chronology 1s perfectly well kept, 
and the Chinefe Writers have very particularly diftin- 
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guifhed the Events of each Year, even to the Divi- 


- fions in the Empire, and the Duration of each Inter- 


regnum ; this induced me to begin the Cycle with the 
‘Emperor Yao. 


Yao, the Eighth Emperor, reigned alone 72 Years, — 
and with Chun 28 Years, whom be made bis Com- 
_ panion in the Empire 


°>T W AS in the forty-firft Year of the preceding 
Cycle that this Prince mounted the Throne: He is 
efteem’d the firft Legiflator of the Nation, and the 
Pattern of Sovereigns; after him and his Succeffor 
all Emperors, who are jealous of their Reputation, en- 
deavour to form themfelves, and it is at prefent the 
higheft Praife you can give an Emperor of China, 
to fay he is like Yao and Chun, &c. Hiftory fays, - 
that Virtue was natural to him; he was active, labo- 
‘rious, vigilant, of fuch Penetration and Judgment, 
that he forefaw every thing; his Moderation and 
Equity maintain’d the Vigour of the Laws, and at 
the fame time made them belov’d; he never em- 
ploy’d ‘his Authority but for the Good of his Sub- 


| jects; his Modefty was equal to. his Greatnefs,. and 


fhone even in the Homage which was paid to his 
‘Rank; fo frugal at Meals, that he was fatisfy’d 
with the coarfeft Foods; no Magnificence in Furni- 
ture; his Palace was bare of all Ornament ; his Ha- 
bit only Woollen Stuff in Summer, or of Deer-Skins 
in Winter; if any publick Calamity happen’d, or 
any Subject committed a Crime, he attributed it to 
his Mifconduct, or the Anger of Heayen for his ne- - 


-gieéting to teach the People their Duty ; he never 


made a Progrefs thro’ his Empire, before he had fa- 
crificed to the Supreme Being, and his Subjects wait- 
ed with as much Impatience to fee him, as parch’d 
Fields expect the Rain, | : 


Ic 
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Yt is the Cuftom of the Chine Philofophers to = 
form their Maxims of Morality by their Conformity 
to the Actions of this Emperor, and his two Succef- 
-fors ; this Conformity, once proved, gives their Max- 
ims an indifputable Authority. Yao, who delighted 
in Aftronomy, ‘appointed two skilful Mathematicians, 
Hi and Ho, carefully to obferve the Courfe of the 
Heavenly Bodies, and to make Inftruments for this 
. Purpofe: By their Affiftance he regulated the twelve 

Lunar Months, and re-eftablifhed the Intercalary 
Months, which return’d feven times in nineteen Years, 
The Emprefs was employ’d in breeding Silk-Worms, 
and teaching the Women Improvements in the Silk- 
Manufacture, which till then was very imperfect. 
. This Prince new regulated the Adminiftration, by 
eftablifhing fix fuperior Courts, which remain to this 
Day: ‘The Reputation of his Virtue and wife Go- 
vernment drew feveral neighbouring Nations into 
his Dominions, and his Subjects increas’d to that De- 
gree, that the Country could not fupport them, 
chiefly becaufe all the Low-Lands were overflowed, 
either by the Remajns of the Univerfal Deluge, as 
fome believe, or by the Stoppage of the Channels of 
the Rivers. a 

The Emperor undertook to recover thefe Lands, » 
and appointed an Officer, named Kouen, to make. 
Drajns to carry off the Water; this Officer, being 
either negligent or ignorant, imploy’d nine Years in 
this Work without Succefs, for which he was pu- 
nifh’d with Death: But his Son %% made.amends for 
the Father’s Misbehaviour, for in thirteen Years, 
with unweary’d Labour, he levell’d Mountains, con- 
fin’d Riyegs within their Channels, drain’d the Lakes 
and Marfhes, enclofed feveral rapid Torrents with 
Banks, and divided the Rivers into feveral Canals : 
_ By thefe means he gained a great Extent of Country, 

and rendered the whole much more fertile, and yoy 

will find in the Sequel that {uch a confiderable Service 
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was not unrewarded. In the mean time Yao was con- 
fidering of a Succeffor, in which he confulted only 
the Welfare of his People: Difcovering his Defign 
one Day to his Courtiers, one of them told him, 
That his eldeft Son was worthy of the Throne, as he 
was deferving fuch a Father; and that the People 


~ would not fail paying a due Regard to the hereditary 


Virtues of his Blood. Yao reply’d, I abbor thofe as 
much who praife the Wicked, as thofe who calumniate the 
Fuft: I know my, Son; under an Appearance of Vir- 
sue be conceals real Vices. 
- Some time after Yao-fent for one of his Minifters, 
in whom he confided for his Wifdom and Probity, 
and would have refigned the Crown in his Favour ; 
but this wife Minifter excufed himfelf from receiving 
the Honour, and at the fame time propofed to the 
Emperor a Husbandman, named Chun, whofe Vir- 
tue, Probity, and Patience in the fevereft Trials, be- 
fides many other excellent Qualities, had render’d 
him worthy of the Crown. | 

Yao fent for him, and made him Governor of a 
Province, where Chun gain’d fuch a great Reputation, 
that at the End of three Years he was made aflo- 
ciate in the Empire, and marry’d the Emperor’s two 


' Daughters. 


‘ The Emperor lived twenty-eight Years afterwards, 
in perfect Union with the new Colleague he had cho- 
fen ; till at length, perceiving himfelf near his End, 
he exhorted Chun to govern like a Father, and to re- 
member he was made for the People, and not the 
People for him ; and that an Emperor was raifed a- 
bove the reft of Mankind, only to do them good, and 
to prevent their Wants: Finifhing thefe Words, he 


' drew his laft Breath, and died 118 Years old, leaving 


nine Children: All his People, who had experienc’d 
in this Prince the Love and Tendernefs of a Father 
and a Mother, mourn’d for him three Years, 


Chun, 
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Chun, ‘the Ninth Emperor, reigned alone go Years. 


YAO died in the twentieth Year of this Cycle, Cycle z. 
and Chun began to reign alone the Year following; , c,, : 
he is efteemed, as Yao, one. of the Legiflators of the “~ Zi 
. Nation. Prefently after the Death of the Emperor, 

Chun fhut himfelf up in the Sepulchre of Yao for | 
three Years, from whence arofe the Cuftom of mourn-. 
ing three Years fora Parent. 

‘The Advancement of Chun is attributed to his Obe- 
dience and Submiffion to his Parents ; for tho’ they al- 
ways us’d him feverely, and fometimes to the endan- 
gering his Life, yet it never alter’d his dutiful Beha- 
viour, fo that by degrees his Refpeét and Patience got — 
the better of their il] Treatment. 

From whence their Philofophers draw thefe two 
great Principles of Morality; Fuirft, That however 
wicked Parents may be, Children are not the lefs 
bound to pay them Refpect and Obedience. . Second- 
ly, That there is no Man fo wicked, but may be re- 
claimed by repeated Obligations, 

Chun, having paid his Duty tothe Memory of Yao, 

took Poffeffion of the Imperial Palace, and receiv’d 
the Homage of the tributary Kings, and found in his 
Palace a vaft Quantity of Gold and Jewels: He 
made @ Sphere reprefenting the Seven Planets, each 
Planet reprefented by different Jewels: He madeal- ~° . 
fo fome new Laws, and appointed inferior Officers 
in each of the fix Courts eftablifh’d by his Predecefs 
‘for. He honour’d Men of Learning with his Fa- 
vour and Protection, vifited his Provinces once a 
Year, and rewarded or punifh’d the tributary Kings 
with fo much Juftice, that he gain’d the Efteem of 
all his People. 

The Improvement of Agriculture was one of his 
principal Concerns; for which end he forbad all 
Governors, under fevere Penalties, to difcourage the 
Husbandman by heavy Exactions. | i 
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He was particularly cautious not to give any Go- 
vernments to any, but to thofe af known Merit and 
Capacity. And laftly, he made many other Ordi- 

. nances, the Wifdom and Equity of which have made | 
him regarded as one of the greateft Heroes of this 
Country : One of thefe Ordinances may feem ex- 
‘traordinary, which permits any Perfon to write 
ona Table, expos’d to publick View, whatever he 
thinks blameable in the Emperor’s Conduét. | 
. Inthe fifty-fourth Year of this Cycle he made 7% his 
Succeffor, preferring him before his Children for the 

‘ Good of his Subjects; he was led to this Choice by 
the Capacity and Merit of this Great Man, and in . 
fome meafure out of Gratitude for the Advantages he 
had procured to the Empire in draining the Lands. 

~ He lived feventeen Years after he had placed Y on. 
the Throne, in fuch a ftriét Union a this Prince, 
that the Royal Authority never feem’d to be divided. 

The tenth Year of this Cycle the Emperor Chun 
died, aged 110 Years, and was buried in the Province 
of Chen fi. 
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The Firft Dynafty, nam’d Hia, which contains 
~ Seventeen Emperors in the Space of 458 Years. 


Yu, the Firft Emperor, reigned alone Ten Years. 


Cycle 3. T HE Second Year of this Cycle, which is the 
Year 2217 before Chrift, 2%, or Za yu, which 

fignifies, Yu the Great, govern’d the Empire alone, 

and kept his Court in the Province of Chan fi. A 

‘ Son of the Emperor Chun, grieved to fee a Stranger 

. on the Throne, endeavoured to raife a Rebellion, but 

being forfaken by the Nobles and the common Peo-- 

ple, his Attempts only help’d to eftablifh %, whofe 

Virtue and great Genius had entirely won the Hearts 

of 


Z 
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of his Subjeéts. The Knowledge he had acquir’d of 


the Nature of Lands, enabled him to write an excel- 
lent Treatife of Agriculture, in which he taught how 
to cultivate, to fow, and manure Lands. He af- 
terwards caufed the Slopes and higher Grounds to be 
level’d, that the Water might flow to thofe Places 
which moft wanted it. He divided his whole Domi- 
nions into nine Provinces, and caufed as many great 
brazen Veffels to be made, on each of which a Map 
of a Province was engraved: In fucceeding Times 
thefe Veffels became very precious, for ’twas believ’d 
that the Safety of the State depended on their Prefer- 
vation, and whoever could get Poffeffion of them 
thought himfelf fure of the Crown. The Empire 
became Hereditary under this Prince, as well as the 
Priefthood, which was before united to the Crown, 
and has remain’d to this time inviolably attach’d to 
it, it being Death for any other Perfon to offer Sacri- 
fices. | 
It was the way to gain the Emperor’s Favour, to 
admonifh him of his Conduct ; and he thought no 
Employment fo becoming a Monarch, as that of do-, 
ing Juftice to his People: For this end he gave 
Accefs at all Hours, and at the Gates of his Palace 
were fix’d a Bell, a Drum, and three Tables, dne of 
Iron, another of Stone, the third of Lead, and he 
ordered all Perfons to found one of thefe Inftruments 


. when they wanted Admittance ; the Bell was to di- 


ftinguifh Civil Affairs, the Drum was to be beat for 
Bufinefs relating to the Laws or Religion, the Table 


_ of Lead for Matters of the Adminiftration, the Ta- 


ble of Stone to denote a Complaint of Wrong done 
by fome Magiftrate, and laftly the Table of Iron 


to complain of fome hard Ufage. The Emperor re-_ 


ceiv’d every body gracioufly that came to give him 
with any Information, or to implore his Juftice ; itis 
related, that he arofe from Table twice in one Day at 
the Sound of the Bell; and another Day, that he 


came 
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came three times out of the Bath to hear fome Com- 

plaints. | 
He ufed to fay, That a Prince ought to be as cau- 

tious of his Conduct, as if he walk’d upon Ice; that 


- nothing was more difficult than to govern; that Dan- 


gers furround a Monarch ; that he has every thing to 
fear, if he gives himfelf up to his Pleafure; that he 
fhould avoid Idlenefs, choofe good Minifters, and. 
follow their Counfels ; and when once he had made a 
Refolution, he fhould execute it without Delay. 

In this Reign 7 tie invented Chinefe Wine: This 
Drink is made of Rice, and as foon as the Emperor 
tafted it, he exprefs’d his Concern thus, This Liquor, 
fays he, will caufe the greateft Troubles in the Empire 5 


- and forthwith banifhing the Inventor, forbid the ma- 


king any under fevere Penalties: This Precaution 


_ prov’d of no Effect, for the Art of making it was 


preferv’d, and it is at prefent efteem’d one of their 
greateft Delicacies. | 


Tiki, the Second Emperor, reigned 9 Years. 
YI KI, the Son of Yu, fucceeded, and the People 


‘obferving the fame great oer in the Son, which 


they had admired in the 

comforted for their Lofs. | 
The Beginning of his Reign was difturb’d by a 

War with a tributary Prmce, who ill treated his Sub- — 


ather, were more eafily 


. jects, and defign’d to make himfelf abfolute. The 


Emperor therefore put himfelf at the Head of his 
Army, and, with the Affiftance of: fix tributary 
Princes, reduced the Rebel. The People did not 
long enjoy the Benefits of this Prince’s Wifdom, for 
he died in the 29th Year of this Cycle, and his Son 
Tat kang fucceeded. 


Tai kang, the Third Emperor, reigned 29 Years. 
TAI KANG began his Reign by making fe- 


‘veral Principalities, which he divided among his five 


Brethren, 
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Brethren, in order to leffen the Jealoufy they might 
entertain on feeing him preferr’d; but this’ was the 
only wife Action of his Reign. . | | 
. He abandon’d the Care of the Govefnment, to give 
himfelf wholly to irregular Paffions; his Palace was 
full of loofe Women ; he fpent whole Days in the 
Woods hunting wild Beafts; his Horfes and Dogs 
ravag’d the Country, and deftroy’d the Harvefts : The 
People in general complained grievoufly of this Ty- 
_ranny; but Complaints and Remonftrances hav- 
ing no Effect, there followed a general Revolt. 

One of the Emperor’s Chief Officers undertook to 
dethrone him: He was General of the Army, which 
entirely confided in him; with the Confent of the 
Nobility he made the Emperor Prifoner, while he was 
hunting in the Woods, where he had been upwards of 
three Months, fent him into Banifhment, and fet his 
younger Brother Zchong kang on the Throne: This. 
Revolution, which happen’d in the 47th Year of this 
Cycle, was effected without any Diforder. 


_ Tchong Kang, the Fourth Emperor, reigned | 
Thirteen Years. 


Tchong kang would never take the Title of Ems 
peror while his Brother was living, fo that. the Years 
of this Reign are computed from the Death of Ta? 
kang. | : | 

He difcover’d as much Prudence as Modefty in this 
Conduct: He was afraid that 2” would on fome occa- 
fion make ufe of his Power to dethrone him, as he 
‘had done his Brother ; neverthelefs he found an Expe- 
dient to reward his Services, and to fecure himfelf.. 

He declar’d that the wife Counfel of fo skilful a 
Minifter as Y was abfolutely neceffary to him, and de- 
fired to have him near /his Perfon; 2 was caught in 
the Snare, and expected to make himfelf foon Ma- 
fter of the Emperor, and to govern thé Empire in his 
Name: The Employments of Privy Counfellor and 
—Vourl. U General 
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General were never given to the fame Perfon. chong 
kang gave the Command of the Army to Tcheou, an 

- Officer of approved Fidelity: This prudent Meafure 
help’d greatly to fix him on the Throne. 

7 finding, by the Confequence, that he had no Share 
in the Favour or Confidence of Ichong kang, vow’d 
in Revenge to deftroy the Imperial Family ; yet he 
difguifed his Refentment, and finding he could not 
execute his Projeéts while 7cheou was at the Head of 
the Army, he tried feveral Ways to difplace him, but 
in vain. All his Attempts proving abortive, he con- 
tented himfelf with gaining the Good-Will of the 
Chief Officers, and had the Addrefs to infinuate him- 
felf into the good Graces of the next Heir to the 
Crown, till he had an Opportunity of effecting his 
Defign: While thefe things were in Agitation Taz 
kang died, the 58th Year of this Cycle, and then Ichong 

' kang took the Title of Emperor. | 

The fecond Year of this Cycle, or the fixth as o- 
thers fay, there was a remarkable Eclipfe of the Sun 
in the Conftellation Zang : The two Aftronomers H: 
and Ho, who prefided in the Tribunal of the Mathe- 
maticks, were put to death becaufe they had not fore- 
told this Eclipfe, but by exceffive Drinking had ne- 
gleéted to compute and obferve the Celeftial Mo- 
tions: This caufed fome Defect in the Calendar en- 

, trufted to their Care, which was a capital Crime. 
Some believe thefe Mathematicians privately favour’d 
the Treafon that 2 was fecretly plotting, and that 
they loft their Lives partly on this Account. Tchong 
kang died the 13th Year of the Cycle, and Zi fang. 
fucceeded him the Year following. 


Ti fang, the Fifth Emperor, reigned 27 Years. 


THE Folly of Ti fiang was the Caufe of his Ruin, 

_ and was very near being the Deftruction of his whole 
Family ; inftead of following the Conduét of his Fa- 
ther with regard to Y, by keeping him out of all 

| | confider-~ 
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confiderable Employments, he became his chief Con- + 

. fident, and he was {fo blind as to difplace the faithful 
Tcheou, and give the Command of the Army to this 
‘Traitor. 

.  Y being reftor’d to this ifnportant Poft tegan to 

think of executing his Defign; he firft gained the 

Love of the Soldiers, and ufed them by degrees 
to pay lefs regard to the Commands of the Emperor 
than to his own; in fhort he carried on fo mary In- 
trigues, that the.Emperor was obliged to take Refuge 
in the Court of two Tributary Kings his Relations. 

Y, while he was in Favour, had raifed a great num- 
ber of his Creatures to the higheft Pofts of the State ; 
but fearing left other Tributary Princes fhould join the 
Emperor, he did not openly declare his Rebellion: 
He had recourfe to the common Artifices; he wrote 

“a very fubmiffive Letter to the Emperor, full of Af- 
furances of his Fidelity, entreating him to return to 
his Palace: He added that they were his greateft Ene- 
mies who had given him thofe unjuft Sufpicions, and 
accufed them falfely of feveral Crimes, for which they 
were banifh’d, or put to death, and their Employ- 
ments given to his own Creatures. a: 

Y, expecting foon to enjoy the Fruits of his Villany, 

rifh’d by a Treachery equal to his own: Among 

is Dependants there was one Han tfo, a ee 
artful Fellow, in whom he chiefly confided, and ha 
given him the greateft Poft in the Army. This am- 
bitious Villain thought he fhould poffefs the Crown, if 
at one Blow he could deftroy both his Patron and his So- 
vereign: For this end he ordered Soldiets, whom 
he could truft, to affaffinate 7 as he was hunting, and 
gave out that it was done by the Emperor’s Orders : 
This fucceeded to his Wish, and his Death was look’d. 
upon as the juft Punifhment of a rebellious Subject. 

Nothing remain’d but to difpatch the Emperor, which 
he effected by the following Contrivance : He fent for 


Kiao the Son of 7, and excited him to revenge his Fa- 
U2 ther’s 
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ther’s Death, and furnifh’d him with Means, by pri- 
vately detaching a Part of the Troops he commanded. 
Kiao marches towards the Emperor, who had only 
Time to raife a {mall Army, gives him Battle, entire- 
ly routs his Forces, kills the Prince with his own 
Hand, and extirpates his whole Family. 
The Emprefs alone efcaped his Rage ; who being 
regnant with great difficulty took Refuge in the 
Monnens Han tfo immediately feized the Crown, 
and rewarded the fignal Services of Kigo with a prin- 
cipal City. | 


Han tfo, a Ujurper, reigned Forty Years. 


THE Enmprefs vas deliver’d of a Son among the 
Shepherds in the Mountains, whom fhe called Chao 
hang. | 
The Birth of this Prince was a Secret many Years, 
and he arrived to an Age of Maturity before the Ufur- 
per knew of it. The young Prince being inform’d 
that he was fought after, retired to the Court of a Tri- 
butary Prince, and ferv’d in his Family as‘a Dome- 
ftick, where he pafs’d for a Shepherd’s Son: Yet his 
Matter obferv’d fomething Grand and Noble in his 
Air, above what is generally feen in an obfcure Birth 
and a rural Education, upon which he fent for him 
one Day, and being alone with him enquired the 
Particulars of his Family. 

Chao kang told him ingenuoufly all his Misfortunes, 
which he had heard from his Mother: The Prince, 
who had been before inform’d of his Story, embrac’d 
Chao kang, gave him his Daughter in Marriage, and 
Part of his Principality for a Portion: In this Station 


' the young Prince difcover’d his fine Talents, and 


prov’d himfelf worthy of the Throne. 

His Father-in-law immediately wrote to all the great 
Men, who were Friends to the late Emperor; and 
being fecure of the People, who hated the Ufurper, 


he rais’d an Army, and engaged the Tyrant in the 


| 18th 
8 4 
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18th Year of the Cycle: Han t/o making a faint Re- 


fiftance was defeated, taken Prifoner, and put to an 
infamous Death: At the fame Time Chao kang was 
reftor’d to the Throne of his Anceftors with general 
Acclamations. | 


Chao kang, the Sixth Emperor, reigned 22 Years. 


AS foon as Chao kang was feated on the Throne, he 
ordered his Troops againft the Murderer of his Fa- 
ther: Kiao defended himfelf, but his little Army be- 
ing cut to Pieces he was taken Prifoner and beheaded.. 
The Death of thefe Rebels reftor’d the Tranquillity of 
the State; the Laws regain’d their Vigour; the Em- 
peror often convened the Tributary Princes to reform 
the Diforders which had infenfibly crept into the Go- 
vernment : His Orders were exactly obey’d; his Re- 
putation drew feveral Embaffies from foreign Princes, 
and his Reign was glorious and peaceable. He died 
in the 4oth: Year of the Cycle, and was fucceeded the 
next Year by his Son 7i chu. | 


Ti chu, the Seventh Emperor, reigned 17 Years. 


T H1S Reign affords us nothing remarkable: The 
Reputation this Prince had acquired inthe Wars, kept 
every one in perfect Obedience; there was indeed 


fome little Difturbance toward the Sea, but it was 


uieted almoft as foon as it appear’d. i chu died 
the 57th Year of the Cycle, and the fame Year his 
Son Zi hoai afcended the Throne. 


Ti hoai, the Eighth Emperor, reigned 26 Years. 


“T HE Peace and good Order of the State had ren- 
der’d the Empire fo flourifhing, that fome neighbour- 


ing Nations fent Ambaffadors to Ti hoai, the new 
Emperor, in the 60th Year of the Cycle, defiring. 


his Protection on paying a yearly Tribute. It ap- 
_ pears by Hiftory that thefe Ambafladors came by Sea, 
and confequently Navigation was then in Practice: 

U 3 This 
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This Prince growing effeminate by the Eafe of a long 
Peace, became a Slave to his Pleafures; he pafs’d the 
reft of his Life fhut up in his Palace among Women 
and Funuchs, leaving the Care of his Government en- 
tirely to his Minifters: He died the 23d Year of the 
Cycle, and the next Year his Son fucceeded him in 


the Empire, 
Ti mang, the Ninth Emperor, reigned 18 Years, 


Ti manz was, like his Father, an indolent Prince, 
tho’ not fo much a Slave to his Pleafures; all that he 
did worth Notice was transferring the Court towards — 


_the Yellow River, and vifiting fome Parts of his Do- - 
_ minions: He died the 4oth Year of the Cycle, ariq 


was fucceeded by his Son 7 /ie, who began his Reign - 
the Year following. , , . 


Ti fie, the Tenth Emperor, reigned 16 Years. 


TI SIE deferv’d Praife for his Love of Juttice,. 
and the Care he took to preferve the Peace of his Do- 
minions ; the Petty Kings, who had made themfelves — 
Tributary, came in Perfon to pay their Homage, 
whom he honour'’d with Titles to reward their F lx 
delity. He died the 57th Year of the Cycle, and left 
his Crown to his Son 27 pou kang. ] 


Ti pou kiang, the Eleventh Emperor, reigned 
59 Years. | 


IT is furprizing that nothing happen’d in this 
long Reign worth the Notice of Hiftory, which on- 
ly applauds the Equity of the Emperor, and the Peace 
which the Empire enjoy’d during his Reign, He died 
the 56th Year of the Cycle, | 

He named his Son Kong kia for his Succeffor, but 
his Uncle 71 kiong yfurp’d the Throne, and drove out 
his Nephew, — 


Ti 
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Ti kiong, the Twelfth Emperor, reigned 21 Years. 


7I KIONG the Ufurper peacefully afcended the 
Throne, the 57th Year of the Cycle, and, to deprive 
his Nephew of all Hopes of the Crown, named his 
Son Ji kin his Succeffor. He died the 17th Year of 
the Cycle, and his Son fucceeded him. 


Ti kin, the Thirteenth Emperor, reigned 21 Years. - 


II KIN continued the Ufurpation of his Father» 
and reigned as long, but his Lewdnefs render’d him 
_ Odious ; yet he kept the Crown till his Death, which 
-happen’d the 38th Year of the Cycle: He could not 
give the Crown to his Son, but it was reftored to Kong 
kia the lawful Heir. 


Kong kia, the Fourteenth Emperor, r eigned 31 Years. 


KONG KIA did not anfwer the People’s Ex- 
_ pectation ; forty Years Trouble fhould have learned 
him to govern his Paffions, yet as foon as he was in 
‘Power he became the moft lewd and effeminate Prince 
that ever reign’d. 

Fle left the Care of the Government to his Muini- 
fters, of whom he made a very ill choice, beftowing 
the moft important Pofts on Sycophants rather than 
Men of Merit. 7 

This Conduét made him fo little regarded that the 
Tributary Princes refufed to pay him Homage, and 
he never had the Courage to oblige them to do their 
Duty. 


Year Kong kia by his Death yielded the Crown to his 
Son Ji cao. 


Ti cao, the Fifteenth Emperor, reigned 11 Years. 


THE Vices of the late Emperor had render’d the. 


Succeffion precarious, and this Prince did not help to 
U4 eftablith 
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eftablifh it, but too much like his Father made his 


_ Palace the Seat of the moft infamous Pleafures: His 


Exceffes fhorten’d his Days, and he died the 20th Year 
of the Cycle. | 


Ti fa, the Sixteenth Emperor, reigned 19 Years. 


TI FA his Son fucceeded, whofe Character is not 
known; Hiftory only mentions the Homage which 
was paid him by the Tributary Princes at his Accef- 
fion, and his Misfortune of being the Father of Kie, 
the worft of Men, who was his Succeffor, and who 
was the laft Prince of this Dynafty. 


Kie, tbe Seventeenth Emperor, reigned 52 Years. 


KIE facceeded the 40th Year of the Cycle, the 
Emperor dying the Year before: He proved a Mon- 
fter of Cruelty, like the Nero of Europe, and to give 
a bad Prince the vileft Character, they fay He is 
another Kie: He was born with fome good Qualities, 
and a wonderful Strength of Body, but they were 
eclipfed by the numerous Vices to which he was ad~ 
‘dicted. His Wife was more cruel and wicked than. 
himfelf, whefe Commands he blindly obey’d; the 
Blood of his Subjects was every Day fhed to pleafe 
the barbarous Humour of this Princefs. Kie caufed a 
large Space of Land to be dug like a Lake, and 
having filled it with Wine commanded three thoufand 


-Perfons to throw themfelves into it: There was 'a pri- 


vate Apartment in the Palace, where, in the Prefenée 
of the Emperor and Emprefs, the moft abominable 
Exceffes were committed, 


+ Thefe horrid Actions caufed a general Revolt, the 


whole Body of the People taking up Arms, but the 


' Chief Minifters ftopt the Infurrection, having yee . 


fome Remains of Love for his Perfon: They repre+ 
fented to him, in an humble Manner, the Dangers he 
was expofed to by his licentious and tyrannical Con- 
duct ; but thefe Remonftrances made him ftill more 

pd furious, 


’ 
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furious, and the Minifter who fpoke the Senfe of the 
reft was condemn’d and executed in his Prefence. — 
The Emperor’s Fury did not leffen the Zeal of his 
wife Minifters ; they prefented to hima Memorial, in 
which they freely reproached him with his abominable 


Cruelties: He had fcarcely read it, but in a Tranfport 


of Rage he refolved to put the Authors to Death: 
Iching tang, one of the Tributary Princes, who was 
moft efteem’d for his Wifdom and Virtue, having 
join’d his Remonftrances to thofe aforemention’d, was 
imprifon’d in the 21ft Year of the Cycle, but his 


Confinement was of fhort Duration. ‘Thefe violent © 


Proceedings, which encreafed every Day, united all 
Orders of Men againft the Tyrant: By general Con- 
fent they chofe Iching tang to fupply his Place, and 
obliged him to declare War againft the Emperor. 
This virtuous and difinterefted Prince declar’d he 


had no Right to the Crown, and that if he took up ~ 


Arms it was only to make the Emperor fenfible of his 
Errors, and oblige him to return to his Duty. His 
Army was foon raifed, each Prince furnifhing his 
Quota: The Emperor alfo endeavour’d to raife an 


Army, but could only get together a handful of Men: | 


He tried to engage the Zartars in his Service by great 


Promifes, but without Succefs, being equally abhorr’d 


by thofe People. 
Being thus univerfally abandoned, he had recourfe 
to Diffimulation, confefs’d his Crimes, and feem’d 


, penitent, defiring they would only grant him his Life. | 


Tching tang relented, and thinking the Emperor’s 
Repentance fincere not only fpared his Life, but alfo 
reftored him theCrown. He immediately quitted his 


Poft in the Army, and return’d to his little Domi- 
nions, giving an Example of Moderation, which | 


was admired by the whole Empire. 
The Emperor was fcarcely replaced on the Throne 
but he began his ufual Extravagancies; nay more, he 


raifed an Army again{t Jching tang, whom he treated ~ 


as 


ood 
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as a Rebel anda Traytor. ching tang immediately 
put himfelf in a Pofture of Defence; but when the 
two Armies met, the Emperor’s Soldiers deferted to 
ching tang, and throwing their Arms at his Feet 
acknowledged him their Sovereign. 
Kie had no Refuge left but Flight; he banith’d him- 
{elf fram the Empire, and after three Years Exile 
finifh’d his criminal Life, which has made his Name 
and his Memory an Abomination to all Pofterity. 


eGR ee OO Aa 
Lhe Second Dynafty, called Chang, which cont~ 


prebends the Lives of Twenty Eight Emperors 
in the Space of 644 Years. | 





Tching Tang, the Firft Emperor, reigned 13 Years. 


TE HE Thirty Second Year of the Cycle this Prince 
afcended the Throne, and gave the Name of 
Chang to the Imperial Family: This was the Name 
of the little State which he had govern’d a long 
Time, in quality of a King, or Tributary Prince. 
His Modefty, Gentlenefs, Juftice, and Application, 
had already gain’d him the Admiration of the Peo- 
ple, and he was acknowledged Emperor by all the 
Provinces with univerfal Applaufe: He alone thoughe 
_ himfelf incapable of faftaining fo weighty a Burden; 
and therefore affembled his Minifters, and the Gran- 
dees of his Court, in order to deliver up a Crown, 
which any other, as he faid, would wear more wor- 
thily than himfelf, and that it was fufficient for him 
that he had delivered his Country from the Perfecu- 
tion of the Tyrant; that he was fatisfied with the 
{mall State which Heaven had allotted him ; and that 
it was with a great deal of Grief and Concern he fat 
on a Throne to which he was not the lawful Heir. 
: T 
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The Nobles of the Empire remonftrated to him, 
that he fat on it by the particular Direction of Hea- 
ven, which, affected with the Misfortunes of the 
People, had chofen him to be the Deliverer of his 
Country, and that it was evident, from the unani- 
mous Concurrence of all. Orders and Ranks, that 
they would have no other King but him. 


Tching tang, whofe Conduct was fincere, acquiefced 


at laft in the preffing Inftances of the Nobles, and 


govern’d the Empire with the fame Modefty as had 


Induced him to refufe it. 


He immediately abrogated the cruel Laws of his _ 


Predeceffor, and eftablifh’d others full of Wifdom and 
Equity : He placed his Confidence in a Minifter 
named 2 ya, whofe Merit, Prudence, and Fidelity 
were perfectly well known to him, whom he fixed 
at the Head of his Council, and to whom he gave 
“the Command of his Armies. 


He brought the Soldiers under the ftriGeft Dif. 


cipline, who before had been ufed to Plunder and 
Rapine, and in a fhort time Order and Tranquil- 
jity reign’d throughout all the Provinces. 

He caufed to be ingraven, on all the Veffels which 
were for the ufe of the Palace, the moft inftructive 
Maxims of Morality, that they might be continually 
before his Eyes, and the Eyes of his Officers, that 
their Conduct might be always direéted by thofe Prin- 
ciples. | 

He gave a fingular Mark of his Tendernefs to- 
wards his Subjects, in the time of a univerfal Drought 
which lafted feven Years, which perhaps is the fame 
that is mentioned in Genefis, imputing to his own. 
Faults the Caufe of fuch a general Calamity; he de- 
voted himfelf a Viétim to the Good of his People : 
After that he had obferved a rigorous Faft, he lay’d 
afide the Ornaments of his Dignity, had his Hair 


cut fhort, which then was worn very long, and be-. 


ing barefooted, as q Criminal, he lifted up his Hands 
~~ towards 
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towards Heaven, and entreated it to fpare his Sub- 
jects, and to lay the Burthen of its Wrath on him a- 
lone. Hiftory relates, that at the end of his Prayer the 
Sky grew dark, and a general Rain followed, which 
made the Earth fertile, and reftored Plenty. | 

The Death of this Prince, which happen’d the for- 
ty fourth Year of the Cycle, put the whole Empire 
in Mourning, and every one lamented for him as if 
he had loft his Father. His eldeft Son Yai ting dy- 
ing before him, the Crown devolved to his Grandfon 


named Tat kia. ° 


Tai kia, the Second Emperor, reigned 33 Years. 


THE beginning of the Reign of this Prince gave 
a general Apprehenfion of his Adminiftration ; far 


- from following the Steps of his Grandfather, his Con-’ 


duct was directly oppofite, and fuch as was enough 
to draw on him the Contempt and Averfion of his 
Subjects. 4 : 

Y yn, this wife Minifter, whom I have already 
mentioned, and in whom Zching tang placed his whole 
Confidence, had acquir’d,great Power in the Empire ; 
he made ufe of it to remonftrate to the new Empe- 
ror the Abufe he made of the Power with which 
Heaven had intrufted him only for the Good of his 
People ; he related to him the Examples of Divine 
Vengeance on vitious Princes, and endeavoured to in- 


_ fpire him with the Love of Virtues proper to a Sove- 


reign. 

But; as the young Prince gaveno Attention to the 
wholefome Advice of fuch a wife and able Servant, 
this Minifter found out an Expedient, the Rafhnefs of 
which could hardly be excufed, if the Integrity of 
his Intentions had not been well known to the whole’ 
Empire. : | " 

He built a Houfe near the Tomb of the late Em- 
peror, and locked Yai kia up in it, that he might 
have time to reflect on his ill Conduét, and to form. 

| him- 


» 
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himfelf over the Afhes of his Grandfather, upon thofe 
Virtues which he had fo perfect a Pattern of: At 
the fame time he declared himfelf Guardian both of 
the Prince and the Empire. | 

The Emperor, who had been blinded by his high 
Fortune, received Advantage from his Difgrace, and 
continued during three Years to make wholefome 
Refleétions on his own Mifconduct, and on the Vir- 


tues neceffary to the well-governing of a great Empire.- 


The Sincerity of his Change being evident, the Mi- 
nifter brought him out himfelf, and conducted him 
to the Throne from whence he had made him de- 
fcend, caufed him to be proclaimed Emperor the 
fecond time, and made him acknowledged by all the 
People. | 

The Emperor thought himfelf oblig’d to his Mini- 
{ter for his fevere Behaviour to him, he refpected him 
as if he had been his Father, and follow’d always his 
Counfels, governing the Empire with a preat deal of 
Prudence. The Tributary Princes, who had began to 
revolt, fubmitted themfelves with Joy to his Obe- 
dience ; the whole Empire was under conftant Sub- 
miffion to the Death of this Prince, which happen’d 
the feventeenth Year of the Cycle. His Succefior was 
Vo ting, another Grandfon of the firft Founder of this 
Dynatty. | 
- Vo ting, the Third Emperor, reigned 29 Years. 

THIS Prince, defcended from YZching tang, did 
not difgrace the Blood he fprung from, but was Heir 


to his Virtues, as well as to his Crown. He had the 
fame Confidence in Y ya as the other had ; this wife 


Minifter dy’d in the eighth Year of his Reign, and 


the twenty fifth of this Cycle, when the Emperor, 
to teftify his Efteem for fo great a Perfon, did Ho- 
nour to his Memory by moft magnificent Obfequies. 
He was fucceeded in his Place and Wifdom by his 
Son called 2 pou, who' was alfo honour’d ee 

. on- 
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| Confidence of this and the following Emperors. The 


Emperor died the forty feventh Year of this Cycle, 
and was fucceeded by his Brother Tai keng. | 


+ Tai keng, the Fourth Emperor, reigned 25 Years. 


HISTORY relates nothing remarkable of this 
Emperor, and the two following, except the Year 
they began their Reigns, and the Year-they died. 
This Emperor died the eleventh Year of the Cy- 
cle, and his Son Siao kia fucceeded him. 


Siao kia, the Fifth Emperor, reigned 17 Years. 


ALL we know of this Emperor is, that he reign’d 
ceably as his Father had done, and follow’d the 
Counfels of the fame Minifter. He died the twenty 
eighth Year of the Cycle, and was fucceeded by his 


_ Brother Yong ki. 


Yong ki, the Sixth Emperor, reigned 12 Years. 


THIS Prince was Son of Vo ting, but not by the 
fame Mother as the two preceding Emperors : Some 
Difturbances were beginning in his Reign, by means 
of fome tributary Kings or Princes having refufed to 
come according to Cuftom to the Affembly, which 
the Emperors held from time to time. He died 
the fortieth Year of the Cycle, and was fucceeded by 
his Brother Tai vou. , | 


Tal vou, the feventh Emperor, reigned 60 Years. 
HE was Son of the fame Mother as Yong ki his 


Year be- Brother, whom he fucceeded : His Zeal and Appli- 


fore Chrift 


31617. 


cation to do his People Juftice was fo great, that he 
would give Audience very early in the Morning, and 
did not end it as long as there appeared any Perfon 
that required it. Among other Laws, which he either 
eftablifhed or revived, there was one by which he or- 
dered, that in every Town a certain Number of old 

| People 
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People fhould be maintain’d out of the publick Trea- 
fure, which Cuftom is yet in practice. 

After he had reigned in Peace feventy five Years, 
he died in the fifty fifth Year of the Cycle, in the 
Province of Ho nan, where he then kept his Court, 
and was {fucceeded by his Son Ichong ting. 


Tchong ting, the Eighth Emperor, reigned 13 Years. 


THE frequent Inundations of the Hoang bo, or Yel- 
low River, obliged this Emperor to abandon the Ci- 
ty where ,he kept his Court, which was in the Pro- 
vince of Chenft and to remove it firft into the Pro- 
vince of Ho nan, and afterward into the Province 
of Pe tcheh. His Reign was difturbed by a People 
“who inhabited the South Part of the River Yang we Cycle 14. 
kiang, who made Inroads into his Provinces, and com- Year be- 
mitted all forts of Violence. He fent Forces againft fore Chsift 
them, who prefently cut them in Pieces; and by that 1557" 
means prevented the like Outrages for the future. 
This Expedition re-eftablifhed the Peace of the Em- 
pire, which the Emperor did not enjoy long, he dy- 
ing the eighth Year of this Cycle, when his Brother 
Vat gin afcended the Throne. — ; 4 

Vai gin, the Ninth Emperor, reigned 15 Years. 

°T W AS at this time that the Civil Wars be- — 
tween the Brothers of the deceas’d Emperors and 
their Children, for the Right of the Crown, began. 
Thefe Wars lafted near 200 Years; but as Hiftory 
mentions no Particulars, we muft be filent on thae 
Subject : This Emperor was very well refpeéted and 
beloved of his Subjects: He died in the twenty third 
Year of the Cycle, and Ho tan kia his Brother fuc- 
eceded him. ’ 


Ho tan kia, the Tenth Emperor, reigned 9 Years. 


HE kept his Court in a City of the Province of 
Ho nan, Situated on a Hill, which prevented its 
| being 
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being overflowed by the Inundation of the Hoang bo. 
He died the thirty-third Year of the Cycle, and 
left his Crown to his Son Tfoxu ye, who was worthy 
of fucceeding him, | 


Tfou ye, the Eleventh Emperor, reigned 1q Years. 


THIS Emperor had a Colao, or Prime Mini- 
fter, called Yen, who was a very able and prudent 
Statefman, and through whofe wife Counfels the 
Empire enjoy’d a lafting Peace, and the tributary 
Princes were kept in the perfecteft Submiffion du- 
ting this Reign : This Emperor dy’d the fifty-firft 
Year of the Cycle, and was fucceeded by his Son 
Tjou fin. | | 

Tfou fin, the Twelfth Emperor, reigned 16 Years. 


THE Brothers of the late Emperor would have 
ufurp’d the Crown, to the Prejudice of their Nephew 
the lawful Heir, under colour of being of an Age 
more proper for the Government, and had created 
great Difturbances by dividing the Empire into Par- 
ties, if the Authority and Ability of Colao yen had not 
prevented the Difpute, by fupporting this Emperor in 
his lawful Poffeffion of the Crown. He died in the 
feventh Year of the Cycle, and his Brother Vo kia fuc- 
ceeded him. Oe 


Vo kia, the Thirteenth Emperor, reigned 25 Years. | 


‘THIS Emperor ufurp’d the Crown from Z/ox 
ting his Nephew, and Son of the late Emperor, and 
enjoy’d it more fortunately than he deferv’d: The 
Defign of the Ufurper was to transfer the Crown to 
his Son, but his Meafures were difconcerted by the 
Prudence of the lawful Heir, who afcended the Throne 
immediately after the Death of Vo kia, which hap- 
pen’d the thirty-fecond Year of the Cycle. 


Tfou 
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Thou ting, the Fourteenth Emperer, reigned 32 Years. 


- SOU TING, in the late Ufurper’s Time, con- 
ceal’d his Refentment with fo much Art and Prudence, - 
that he gain’d his Confidence and Friendfhip ; and 
behav’d himfelf with that Wifdom and Secrecy, as - 
to fucceed to the Crown without rhaking ufe of any 
Violence; tho’ he excluded the Ufurper’s Son his 
Coufin. : " 5 ee ba 

He govern’d the Empite with equal Wifdom, and 
before his Death gave a great Example of his Mo- 
defty; by leaving the Choice of a Siiccellor to his. 
Minifters, in cafe they judg’d his Son incapable of 
governing his Subjects ; accordingly they chofe Nan 
keng, the Son of Vo kia, who had been banifh’d frofrf 
the Empire. | Oo 

This Prince dy’d the fourth Year of this new Cycle, Cycle 16. 
and Nan keng fucceeded him. : Year~ be- 
Nan keng, the Fifteenth Emperor, reigned 25 Years, ia " 
‘ALTHO’ Nan keng was chofen by the Mini- 
fters, yet their Choice was not generally approv’d of} 
the Governors of the Provinces declaring for the Son 
of the late. Emperor, fo that the Empire was divi- 
ded into two Parties, which made a cruel War on 
each other, but the Party of Nan keng being the 
ftronger, kept him in Poffeffion of the Empire: He 
remov’d his Court into the Province of Ho nan, 
This Prince was fucceeded by Yang kia, the Son of 
Tou ting. 


Yang kia, the Sixteenth Emperor, reigned 7 Years, 


THE. Difcords in the Imperial Family caufed 
great Troubles in the Empire ; the tributary Princés, 
refufing to .pay either Obedience or Tribute to the 
Emperor, were on the point of rendring their little 
Sovereignties independant; which would have been the 
- Overthrow of the Monarchy, if the Emperor had not 
Vou. I. Xx dy’d 
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dy’d, which happen’d in the thirty-fixth Year of the 
Cycle, and was fucceeded by Pouan keng his Brother, 
who ufurp’dthe Throne to the Prejudice of his Nephew. 


Pouan Keng*, the Seventeenth Emperor, reigned 
: twenty-eight Years. | 


THIS Prince, altho’ an Ufurper, was the Reftorer 
of the Empire, by his extraordinary Merit and great 
Application to publick Bufinefs. He kept his Court in 


| she Beerinice of Chan fi, reviv’d the ancient Laws of the 


Emperor Zching tang, which had been neglected thro’ 
the Negligence of his Predeceffors, and follow’d the 
Steps of that great Emperor in all his Actions. He 
made it a Rule never to intruft any important Charge, 
relating either to his Court or Empire, but with thofe 
of his Subjects in whom he found the greateft Share 
of Capacity and Merit. He eftablifhed fo good Or- 
der throughout the State, that the tributary Princes all 
return’d to their Obedience, and paid him the ufual 


' ‘Tribute. | 
Oe He died without Iffue, the fourth Year of the Cy- 
fore Chri, Cle, and his Brother Sigo fin fucceeded him. 


1377: 


” Siao fin, the Eighteenth Emperor, reigned 21 Years, 


THIS Emperor inherited his Brother’s Crown, 
but not his Virtues: He left the Government intirely 
to his Minifters, to follow his Pleafures, and his in- 
active and effeminate Life had like to have deftroyed 
all good Order and Difcipline in the Empire. He died, 
in the twenty-fifth Year of the Cycle, and his Son 
Siao ye fucceeded him. 


Siao ye, the Ninetcenth Emperor, reigned 28 Years. 


T HIS Prince was educated conformably to his 
Birth, and the wife Governors, who had had the Care 





. This E mperar changed the Name of bis Family from. Chang 
to Yng. | 
¢ of 
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of his Education, expected that he would have fhew’d 
himfelf worthy of the Fhrone he was deftin’d to; 
but he no fooner faw himfelf Mafter of that great 
' Empire, than he forgot the good Inftruétions they 
had given him, and followed the pernicious and 
wicked Example of his Father. He dy’d the fifty-. 
third Year of the Cycle, and was fucceeded by his Son 
Vou ting. 


Vou ting, the Twentieth Emperor, reigned 59 Qears. 


- VOU TING was yet young when he afcended Cycle 18. 
the Fhrone: He intrufted the Government: of the Year be- 
Empire with his Prime Minifter, during his three fore Chats 
Years Mourning, and fhut himflf up in a Houfe 1337: 
near his Father’s Fomb, in order to lament hig 
Death, and to beg of Heaven to grant him the pro- 
per Virtues to qualify him for the high Station to 
which it had appoitited hirh. 

The Time of his Mourning being expit*d, he re: 
turn’d to his Palace, and faw, ina Dream, a Man 
eee hirn by Heaven to be his Primé Minifter ; 

e beheld him with Attention, and the Features of 

his Face were fo ftrongly imprinted on his Faney, 
~ he drew an exact Portrait of him when he a- 
woke, : 

Upon this he affembled his Minifters, and having 
related tothem his Drearn; and fhewed the Picture to 
them, he fent feveral of them to ftek for that Perfon 
whofe Picture they had feen. 

They found him in a Village in comparty with: a 
great many other Artificers; his Name was Fou Yue, a 
Mafon by Trade: He was immediately carried to 
Court, where a great many Queftions relating to Po- 
liticks and Government were propofed to him, to 
which he gave very proper and jaft Anfwers, with 4 
great deal of Eloquence, to the Admiration of every . 
one, fo that the Emperor, after addreffing him in the 
warmeft Terms, immediately made him his Firft Mi- 
nifter, x 2 | «ou 
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Fou Yue proftrated himfelf before the Emperor, ac- 
cording to Cuftom, whom he found always very 
compliant with his Inftructions, the Particulars of 

~ which I fhall publifh in the Cha king ; the Emperor 
follow’d thefe Inftructions regularly, and by that means 
became a Pattern for the beft of Princes, and his Re- 
putation extending to the moft diftant Nations in- 
duced them to come and pay Homage to him. 

This Prince died in the fifty-fecond Year of the 
Cycle, and was fucceeded by his Son, called Z/ou 


keng. 
Tfou Keng, the Twenty-firft Emperor, reigned 7 Years. 


THIS Reign was fo fhort, and the Order and 
Difcipline of the Empire fo exaét and regular, that 
the Emperor had no other Care than to preferve it 
as he found it: He reign’d feven Years, and dy’d the 
fifty-ninth Year of the Cycle, his Brother Z/ou kia 
fucceeding him. | | 


Tfou kia, the Iwenty-fecond Emperor, reigned 
thirty-four Years. 
by Ni THE great Virtues of his Father, Vou ting, the 
fore Chri, -OfS of whom was ftill regretted, render’d the Vices 
1257, Of this Prince more odious: The Father was endued 
with Wifdom, Modefty, and Meeknefs ; but the Son 
was full of Pride and Vanity, and given up to all - 
manner of Debauchery, ufing his Subjects with the 
utmoft Contempt: Such an irregular and diforderly 
Conduct caufed Difturbances in the Empire, which 
feem’d to foretel the approaching Ruin of this 
Dynatty. 
The twenty-feventh Year of the Cycle is remarka- 
ble for the Birth of Ven vang. 
' The Emperor dy’d the thirty-third Year of the Cy- 
cle, and left his Son Liz fin his Succeffor. 


Lin 


Cuina, CHInese-TartTary, &c. 309 
Lin fin, the Twenty-third Emperor, reigned 6 Years. / 


- THIS Prince was, like his Father, a Slave to 
his Lufts, and fo void of any Application; to Bufi- 
nefs, that he left the Government of the Empire to 
his Minifters, forbidding them to give him any Ac- 
count.of publick Affairs, that he might have the more 
Leifure to follow his infamous Pleafures. 
At length his Debaucheries fhortning his Days, deli- 
vered the Empire from fucha vicious Prince. He died 
without Iffue the thirty-eighth Year of the Cycle, 
_ and was fucceeded by his Brother Keng ting. 


Keng ting, the Twenty-fourth Emperor, reigned 
twenty-one Years, - 


HISTORY relates nothing of this Emperor, 
excepting the Number of Years that he reigned, and 
the Year of his Death, which was the fifty-ninth 
Year of the Cycle, and nine Years after the Birth of 
Vou vang, who was the Founder of the following Dy- 
nafty: This Emperer was fucceeded by his sh 
Vou ye. | 


~ Vou ye, the Twenty-fifth Emperor, reigned 4. Years, — 


AS fhort as this Reign was it appear’d too long Cycle 20, 
to the Chinefe: They fpeak of this Emperor as an Year be- 
impious and wicked Prince, who could not fail to foreChrift, 
draw on himfelf the Divine Vengeance: He was ''9?: 
kill’d by Thunder as he was hunting, the third Year 
of the Cycle; his Son Tai ting fucceeding him. ~ 
_ About this time Chinefe Colonies were fent to inha- 
bit fome Iflands to the Eaftward ; and there are fome 
who fay that Fapan began to be inhabited then. 


Tai ting, the Twenty-fixth Emperor, reigned 3 Years. 


THIS Emperor began his Reign by declaring 
War againft a tributary Prince, whofe little State was 
called Yen, inthe Province of Pe tcheli; and Peking, 

X 3 - which 
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which is now the Metropolis of the Empire, was 
one of the Towns of that State: He died the fixth 
‘Year of the Cycle, and was fucceeded by his Son 
Ji ye. . 

Ti ye, the Twenty-feventh Emperor, reigned 37 Years. 


THIS Emperor continued the War which his 
Father had begun againft the Prince of Yen: Hegave 
the Command of his Forces to a great General called 
Kilie, who defeated that little Sovereign, and depriv’d 
him of his State: -The Emperor was fo well pleafed 
with the Conqueft, that he gave that Principality to 
his General, and made it hereditary to his Family: 
Ki lie govern’d it feven Years, and his Son Ven vang 
fucceeded him, who in time founded the Third 


- Dynatty. 


The Emperor dying the forty-third Year of the 


| Cycle, was fucceeded by Ycheou his third Son, who 


was the Son of the Emprefs, to the Prejudice of two 





| oper Sons whom he had before by a Woman of the 


cond Order, but.as they were born before their 
Mother was Queen, they were deprived of the Suce 
ceffion: Not but that the Father, perceiving Tcheou’s 
Want of all Merit, would have left his Crown to the 
eldeft of the other two Sons, but the chief Minifters 
oppofed it as a thing contrary to the Laws of the Em- 
pire, which they afterwards had fufficient Reafon to 
repent of, ) 


Tcheou, she Twenty-cighth Emperor, reigned 33 Years, 


PRIDE, Luxury, Debauchery, Tyranny, and 
Cruelty, mounted the Throne with this Emperor: He 


-rfiarried a Woman named Ta kia, wha was the moft 


beautiful Perfon in the whole Empire, but the moft 
barbarous and wicked Wretch of the Age : She would 
have all things directed according to her Caprice and 
imperious Humour, and if the Minifters failed to 
conform to her Opinion, they were immediately ei- 

| } | | ther 


~ 
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ther banifhed, or condemned to Death; to difobey 
her Orders, was accounted Rebellion, and fhe per- 
fuaded the Emperor that he could not be abfolute 
Matter of his Subjects, unlefs he made himfelf feared 
by them, | 

For that purpofe fhe caufed a brazen Pillar to be 
ereéted, which being made red-hot with Fire, the 
unfortunate Wretch, whom her Cruelty had condemn’ 
to this kind of Punifhment, was brought to it, an 
fore’d to embrace it, till fuch time as his Flefh was con- 
fum’d to the Bone, which horrible Spectacle was an 
agreeable Diverfion to her. 

Thefe, and other kinds of bloody and cruel Exe- 
cutions, did not intimidate the wife Vex vang, who 
had the Courage bravely to oppofe fuch horrid In- 


humanities: ‘The Tyrant, who as yet refpected his - 


Virtue, did not ufe him with the fame Rigour as he 
had done others before him, whom he had unjuftly 

t to Death for the fame Caufe, but fent him to 
7 Prifon only to punifh his Rafhnefs, as he call’d it; 

the principal Subjects of Ven vang, hearing of his Im- 
prifonment, immediately refolved to fend a Prefent to 
the Emperor to induce him to releafe him, and, a- 


mong other things, fent him a young Girl of very | 


great Beauty; Zcheou was fo taken with her Charms 
that he immediately order’d Ven vang to be fet at Li- 
berty, whofe Joy was doubled, in that he not only 
obtain’d his Freedom, but at the fame time was re- 
mov’d from fo corrupt a Court. : 

Altho Ven vang was Sovereign of a {mall State, 
yet he was as much refpected and efteem’d through- 
out the whole Empire, as %cheou was hated and de- 
{pis\d: This high Efteem he had acquir’d by his 
preat Love of Juftice, Meeknefs, Modefty, Fruga- 
ity, Love of Learning, and great Application to 
poblick Affairs. 

The Reputation which he had acquir’d was fo 
great, that forty tributary Princes chofe him for their 
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Sovereign, thinking that he alone could put a 
Stop to the Evils with which the Empire was then 
afflicted; but he died before he could put that De 
fign in Execution, leaving his Principality and _ his 
Riches to his fecond Son, called Vou vang, whom 
he preferr’d to his eldeft, becaufe he would not en-- 
ter into his Views of dethroning the Emperor ; after 
his Father’s Death, he retir’d Keyond the River Yang 
tfe ‘kiang towards .the Borders of Se tchuen, and 
founded the two Kingdoms of Yue and Hou, — 
Year bee =Mean while Ycbeou became more and more odious 
foreChrit, to his Subjects, who groaned under his Tyrannical 
1737 Government: One of his Uncles, feeing that he 
‘was running headlong to his Ruin, made Remon- 
ftrances to ‘him on his ill Gonduét, whereupon the 
Emperor condemned him to Death immediately, 
which he muft have fuffer’d, had he not counter- 
_ feited Madnefs; however, he kept him in Prifon 
fome time, to try whether it was real or pretended, 
but the Uncle aéted his Part fo well, that he deceiv’d 
the Tyrant, and faved his Life. He caufed alfo a- 
nother of his Uncles to be immediately ftrangled up- 
on the fame Account, whofe Heart he order?d to be 
brought before him, which he examined with great 
| Nicety, more to fatiate his Vengeance than to fatisfy 
his Curiofity. a 
~ Such ftrange Inhumanity, carry’d to fuch a Length, 
provok’d at laft the whole Empire to revolt: The 
Princes and Grandees intreated Vou vang to put him- 
felf at the Head of an Army, and to march againft 
the Tyrant, promifing to furnifh him with what Forces 
fhould be neceffary. © |” —— | 
_ The Emperor: hearing of it put himfelf at the 
Head ‘of ‘a much more numerous Army, and march- 
ed againft his Enemies; but fcarcely was the Sig- 
nal of Battle. given, but the greater Part of the 
Jmperial Army threw down their Arms, and join’d 
“Vou vang. a ne y | 
a Tcheou 
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_ Tcheou, finding that he was betray’d, fled to his 
Metropolis, and retiring to his Palace fet it on fire, 
that he might not fall into the Hands of a rebel- 
lious Subject ; this happen’d the fixteenth Year of the 
Cycle: Through the Care that was taken to extin- 
guifh the Fire one half of the Palace was faved, 
and Vou vang entred it as Conqueror, where the 
firft Object which he met with was the Emprefs Ta 
kia, whom he imimediately flew with his Sword. 
_ Hereupon the tributary Princes, and the Grandees of 
the Empire, unanimoufly elected him Emperor, and 


he became the firft Founder of the Third Dynafty, 


called Icheou *. 





The Third Dynafty, called 'Tcheou, which com- 
prebends the Reign of Thirty-five Emperors, 
within the Space of 813 Years. 7 


Vou vang, the Firft Emperor, reigned 7 Years. 


TH IS new Emperor fixed the Seat of his Em- 
pire in the Metropolis of the Province of Chen 
fi, now called Si mgan: He began his Reign with 


offering Sacrifices to the Lord of Heaven, and re- - 


eftablifhing. the Laws and Cuftoms which his Prede- 
ceffor had in fome meafure abolifhed. 4 
- He confulted Ki tfon, the Uncle of the Tyrant, 
who had counterfeited Madnefs to fave his Life, in 
_ Affairs of State, Politicks, and Aftronomy, whofe 
‘Inftruétions to the Emperor are to be feen in a Book 
called Chu king, of which we fhall fpeak hereafter ; 
and he rewarded this Great Man, by giving him and 


- 





* The Name of this Dynafty is pronounced differently frem the fame 
Name of the late Emperor. a 
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his Pofterity the Kingdom of Corey for a Sovereignty 
and made it ina manner independant: He alfo eretted 
fifteen Principalities, which he gave to fifteen of his Re- 
lations, beftowed great Rewards on his Minifters, and 
rais’d fome to the higheft Honours and Preferments of 
the Empire, particularly his Prime Minifter 7cheon kong, 
for whom-he had a very great Regard. He govern’d 
his People with the Tendernefs of a Father, and was 


indefatigable in publick Affairs to the Day of his 


Death, which happen’d the twenty-third Year of the 
Cycle. He was fucceeded by hisSon Lching varg. 


| Tching vang, the Second Emperor, reigned 34 Years. 


T HE tender Years of this Prince when he afcend- 
ed the Throne, rendered him incapable of Governing, 
but his Uncle Icheou kong, who was Prime Minifter, 
and whofe Virtue was generally acknowledged, took 
upon him the Care both of the Emperor and the 
Empire, and govern’d with great Wifdom and ‘Pru- 
dence. — 

Neverthelefs his Virtues could not fcreen him from 


‘the Envy of his Enémies, who perfuaded the young 


Prince that his Uncle defign’d to ufurp the Imperial 
Dignity, which the Minifter hearing of took a Re- 
folution of retiring from Court, which was a great 
Affiiction to alt good Men, who were convinced. of 
7 Probity, and Zeal for the Welfare of his Ne- 
ew. 

. The young Emperor was very well pleas’d to be 
Uncle, and took up- 

on him, with great Joy, the Government of the 
Empire, till Experience, and ill Succefs, made him 
fenfible of his own Incapacity of fupporting fuch a 
Weight. Having. order’d the fecret Records of the 
Empire to be read to him, in order to make them 
the Standing Rule of his future Conduét, he found, 
among others, a Writing under his Father’s own 
Hand, in which he related the generous Action of 
Tcheou 
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Tcheou kong, when atthe Time of his Sicknefs, which 
happen’d in the fecond Year of his Reign, he 
had not only offer’d Sacrificessfor his Recovery, 
but alfo had publickly offer’d his own Life to Hea- 
ven, to preferve that of Vou vang. 

After reading the Writing, Tching vang was fo 
fenfibly affected with this fingular Love of a Sub- 


ject towards his Sovereign, that he went himfelf to 


the place where Zcheou kong had retir’d and liv’d in 
private, intreating him not to forfake him, but to help 
and affift him with his Counfel, and brought him di- 
rectly to Court with him, and reinftated him in his for- 
mer Honours and Dignities. ‘he Emperor afterwards 
follow’d the Counfel of this wife-Minifter, which 
made him admir’d as well abroad as at home, and 
oocafion’d the King of Cochixchina to fend Ambaffa- 
dors to him, to congratulate him on his Happinefs 
of having fo wife a Minifter as Ycheou kong. ‘Thefe 
Ambaffadors were received with the higheft Marks of 
Efteem and Friendthip. : es 
After they had had their Audience of Leave in order 
to return to their own Country, Tcheox koxg gave therm 
an Inftrument, which on one fide pointed towards the 
North, and on the oppofite fade towards the South, 
to direct them better on their way home, than they 


had been directed in coming to China. This Infiru- 


racnt was called Ichi xan, which is the fame Name as 
the Chinefe now call the Sea Compafs by: This has 
given Occafion to think that Tcheou kong was the In- 
veator of the Compafs, . | 

This great Minifter died the thirty third Year of 
the Cycle, in the hundredth Year of his Age; and the 


Emperor, to fhew the great Regard he had for him, 


cau him to be buried near his Father’s Tfomb, 
with the fame. Obfequies as were cuftomary at the 
Tnterments of the Emperors. 


Sometime after the Emperor affembled the States of 


| ‘the Empire, and ordered that every Prince fhould be 
| | obliged 
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oblig’d to forbid the immoderate Ufe of Wine in his 


Dominions, as being the Source of infinite Misfor- 


tunes. This Prince died the fiftieth Year of the Cy- 
cle, and left his Crown to his Son called Kang vang. 


Kang vang, the Ibird Emperor, reigned 26 Years. 
THIS Emperor was very peaceably inclin’d, ‘and 


Year be- his Reign was free from Wars both. at home and a- 
fore Chrift broad, and from thence he was furnamed the Paci- 
1°77" fick: He was a great Lover of Agriculture, which 


was brought to great Perfection in his Days. He 
died the twenty fifth Year of the Cycle, and was fuc- 
ceeded by his Son fchao vang. 


Tchao vang, the Fourth Emperor, reigned 51 Years. 


ON E fingle Paffion, to which this Prince was in- 
tirely devoted, an at all his Virtues. He was fo gi- 
ven. to Hunting that he’ negleéted intirely the. Af- 
fairs of the Empire, being continually engaged in 
that Exercife,and follow’d by an Army of Hunters and 
Dogs, which fpoiled the wholeCountry, and ruined his 


_ People, who were continually lamenting to fee their 


fineft Harvefts overrun by Horfes and Dogs. This 
ill Conduét drew an univerfal Hatred upon him, and 
brought him to an untimely Death, for his Subjects 


Cycle 23. confpired againft his Life, and invented the following 
Year be- Stratagem to prevent their being difcover’d. Know- 
fore Chnift ing that the Emperor in returning from hunting 


1017. 


was ,oblig’d to crofs a River which was pretty broad, 


and that there were Boats ordered to wait upon him, 


they prepar’d one fo built that they knew it would 
immediately fall in Pieces; the Emperor went into it 
with fome of his Nobles, and before they had got to 
the middle of the River, the Boat feparated and funk 
at once, and the Emperor and all his Attendants 
were drowned. Thus perifhed this Prince the fixteenth 
Year of this Cycle, and was fucceeded by his Son 
Mo vanz. | | : 

-- = It 
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It is faid. that in the fixteenth Year of his Reign, © 
and the forty firft ofthe Cycle, the Author of the a-. 
bominable Seét of Bonzees, and of the Doétrine of 
Metempfychofis, was born in India, whofe Name was 
Fo. This Idolatrous Seét was firft introduced into 
this Empire the fixty fifth Year .after Chrift, under 
the Protection of the Emperor, which fhall be related 
in its proper Place. : 


Mo vang, the fifth Emperor, reign’d 55 Years. 


THE great Virtues of this Prince, and Difpo- 
fition to do Juftice, foon gain’d him the Affection 
‘of his Subjeéts. Some of the Barbarians of the Sou- 
thern Parts having revolted, he fent an Army againft 
them, commanded by Kao fou, who entirely deteated 
them, and the Emperor rewarded him with the Prin- 
cipality of Zchao in the Province of Chan fi. , 

This Succefs encourag’d him to lead his victori- 
ous Arms againft the Zartars; his Son-in-law en-- 
deavour’d to diffuade him from it, which he gave 

no Attention to, but march’d atthe Head of a power- 
ful Army to the Borders of Zartary. The Tartars . 
hearing of his March, withdrew into the Heart: of 
their Country, with their Tents.and Cattle: The 
Emperor finding no Enemies to fight with was . 
oblig’d to return, after having fatigu’d and impair’d - 
his Army with long and troublefome Marches. | 

Fo, the Author of the Idolatrous Seét mentioned Cy<le 24. 
before, died in India the ninth Year of the Cycle. f aaa 

The Emperor died the eleventh Year of the Cy- ea 
cle, and was fucceeded by his Son Kong vang. 


Kong vang, the Sixth Emperor, reign’d 12 Years. 
THIS Prince began his Reign with an Action 
fo cruel and barbarous, that it would have been a 
perpetual Blot upon him, if his future Conduct had not 


greatly made amends for it. 
| | He 
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Ele often ufed to walk by the fide of a Lake, 
which was in a Country called Me, where the fineft 
Women of the Country frequently walk’d, with 
three of whom he fell defperately in Love, but they 
being warned: of the Danger they were in abfented 
themfelves, and went no more to the Walk : With 
this the Emperor was fo enraged, that he command- 
ed all the Inhabitants of Mie to be immediately maf- 
facred. He repented this cruel Action all the Days 


_ of his Life, and performed many great Acts of Ju- 


ftice and Equity, which took off the Odium that it 


. hed. brought upon him, and made him rank’d a- 


moneft the beft of Princes. He died the twenty 
third’ Year of the Cycle, and was fucceeded by: his 
Son 2 vang. 


Ye vang,. the Seventh Emperor, reigned 25 Years. 


“FELE. Memory: of: this Prince had been buried 
with him, if his Negdigence had not given the Poets 
of his Fime matter of Rallery, by whofe fatirical 
Defcriptiens he is. only known. He died in the forty 
eighth Year of the Cycle, being defpifed of all Men, 
and without being able to: fecure the Crown to his 


Children, his. Brother Aigo vang ufurping it by Vio- 


lence. : 
Hiao vang, the Eighth Emperor, reigned 15 Years. 


‘EF FEYS. Ufurper maintain’d himfelf peaceably on 
the Throne by his Merit and Addref8: He was o- 
ver fond of Horfes,. and fpent large Sums of Money 
in keeping and buying great Numbers of them ; and 
he gave a Sovereignty to one Fj chou, a Groom 
whom he highly efteern’d for his Skill in his Bufinefs, 


which in time prov’d to be the Ruin of his Family ; 


for one of the Off-fpring of this Groom was the 
Founder of the following Dynafty, as thall be thew’d 
hereafter. Hiao vang died the third Year of the Cy- 
cle, and 2 vang fucceeded him. 


Y¥ 
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Y vang, the Ninth Emperor, reigned 16 Years. 


T HE Irregularities of this Prince’s Conduct, and 
his want of Judgment, rendered him. contemptible to. 
all his Subjects 3. he was fo timorous, that he could 
neither make any anfwer to his Minifters when they 
came to him for Orders, nor give Audience to foreign 
Ambaffadors, nor receive in publick the Homages of 
tributary Princes. He died the nineteenth Year of 
the Cycle, and was fucceeded by his.Son: Li vaag. 


Lia vang, the Tenth Emperor, reigned 51 Years. 


THIS Prince was proud, felf conceited, prodi- 
gal and cruel ; the Wealth of his Subjects, which he 
drew from them through Exactions, could fearcel¥ 
fatisfy his Paffion for Riches, which he fpent lavifh- 
ly and without Judgment: The Mifery of: his Sub- 
jects was extreme, and nothing was heard but Com- 
plaints and Murmurs. Thefe Clamours and Repinings 


of an opprefs’d People only increafed:-his Fury, and- 


he punifh’d, with the utmoft Severity, thofe whom he 
fufpected to be at the Head of the Malecontents. 


_ Ashe was con{fcious how. odious he had made himfel€ 


to his Subjects, he fufpected that all their Difcourfe 
was. on his ill Conduét, and therefore he forbid them. 
on, Pain of Death ta converfe. together, or. even. 


whifper ta one another, fo that you might fee all the 
Inhabitants walking the Streets with Eyes caft. down, 


in mournful Silence, and fhunning each other. 
Ecba kong, one of his moft faithful Minifters, fre- 


quently advis’d him to defift from thefe arbitrary Pro- | 


ceedings, telling him that the forced Silence of his 
Subjects feem’d to forebode fomething more dangerous, 
than if they had the open Liberty to complain. 

The Prediction of this wife Minifter prov’d but 
tgo. true; the fifty fecond Year of the Cycle the de- 
{pairing People. all revolted, and, rufhed into the Im- 
perial Palace, ig. order to affaffinaty the Tyrant; but 

noc 
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not finding him there, he having fled at the firft Ru- 
mour of the Tumult, they murdered all! his Family, 
excepting his youngeft Son, whom Zchao kong had — 
fecretly convey’d to his own Houfe, in order to con- | 
ceal him from the Rage of the Multitude; but 
hearing that one of the Sons of the Emperor was con- 
cealed at Ichao.kong’s, they befieged his Houfe, and 
demanded him with Threats ; however he refufed to 
give him up, and at laft deliver’d them his own Son 
inftead of him, whofe Throat they inhumanly cut be- 
fore the Father’s Face. 

Li vang henceforward. lived in Obfcurity, a Wan- 
derer and Fugitive: chao kong tried the utmoft 
of his Power to appeafe the People, and to re-eftablifh. 
him on the Throne, but he could not fucceed in it, 
fo that the Throne was vacant for fome Years. 


Suen vang, the Eleventh Emperor, reigned 46 Years. 


LI VANG died in his Exile, the Tenth Year of 
the Cycle, and the Throne was filled by the young. 


fore'Chritt, Prince Suen vang, whom Ichao kong had faved from 


$37- 


the Fury of a revolted People. This Minifter by de- 
grees brought the People to Obedience, and to ac- 
knowledge Suen vang Emperor after the Death of 
his Father. As he was then very young, Zchao kong 
and another Minifter were appointed to be his Tu- 
tors, and to take Care of bis Education. ‘Thefe two 
Minifters acquitted themfelves of this important Em-. 
ploy with great Zeal and Fidelity, and their Royal: 
Pupil was equally tractable on his Part. He recalled 
to Court numbers of wife Men and Philofophers, 
who either through the Cruelty or ill Conduét of 
the former Emperors had been oblig’d to retire irito 
Deferts and Mountains. -. 

- Some of the Nations, who were to the Southward of 
China, near the great River Yang t/e kiang, having” 
taken the Advantage of the Independency. in which: 
they lived, plundered the Neighbouring Provinces, 
againft whom Sven vang fent an Army commanded 


by 
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by excellent Officers, who forced them to fubmit to_ 
the Laws and Cuftoms of the Empire. | 

This Prince died the fifty-fixth Year of the Cycle, 
and his Son Yeou vang fucceeded him, 


Yeou vang, the Twelfth Emperor, réign'd 1i Years. 


THIS Prince had none of the good Qualities 
which were admir’d in his Father, but had very great 
Faults, which made him contemptible to his People. 

He was defperately in love with a Concubine called Cycle 27, 
Pao ffee, for whofe Sake he put away the Emprefs Year be- 
and her Son, who was the lawful Heir to the Crown, fore Chnift, 
in order to put in his Place the Son which he had 777- 
by his Concubine: The Emprefs, with the Prince re- 
tir’d to his Uncle, who had the Government -of the . 
Province of Chen fi. | 

Notwithftanding this You vang had no great Plea 
fure in the Enjoyment of his beloved Pao /fee, be- 
caufe fhe was naturally of a very fplenetick and me- 
lancholy Temper, altho’ he had recourfe to all forts 
of Amufements that might infpire her with Gaiety 
and Mirth, 

He was then at War with the Eaftern Tartars, and 
had given Orders that when the Soldiers faw Fires 
lighted they fhould immediately take to their Arms, 
and attend his Perfon. ‘This Signal, which was never 
ufed but in cafe of Neceffity, he looked on as a pro- 
per Diverfion for the Object of his Love, who was 
highly delighted to fee the Hurry that the Soldiers 
were in to run to the Emperor when the Fires were 
lighted,. tm order, as they thought, to defend him a- 
gainft the Enemy, and then to fee how furpriz’d and 
aftonifh’d they look’d at their Difappointment, after 
all their needlefs Flutter and Fatigue. , 

Neverthelefs the Emperor was difpleas’d that his 
Son had abandoned him, and fent an Order to his 
Brother to bring him to him immediately : His Bro- 
ther anfwer’d, that he would obey his Orders as foon 

Vou. I: Y as 
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as the young Prince fhould be declar’d lawful Heir 
of the Empire ; which fo provok’d 2¢ey vang, that 
he immediately declar’d War againft him. 

This Prince, not being, in a Condition to ftand out 
againft the Forces of the Eniperor, join’d the artars, 
and in the night-time attack*d the Imperial Camp: 
The Fires were immediately lighsed, but as: this Sig- 
nat had deceiw’d the Soldiers. fo often before, they. 
difregarded it, and Jook’d on m as the ordinary Dives- 
fion of Pao fee: In the mean time the Camp was 
forcd, and the Emperor flain. This happen’d the 
feventh Year of the Cycle, aad Piag vang his: Son 
ficceeded him im the Empire. es 3 | 


Ping vang, the Thirteenth Emperor, reigned 51 Years. 


T HE Zartars, who were intrqduced into the Em- 
pire, took advantage of the Confufion which the Em- 
peror’s Death had: caufed among the Chincfe Troops. 
they: plunder’d wherever they: came, and: made divers 
Conquefts. The tributary Princes being alasm’d. at 
it, united their Forces. in order to oppofe thena, and, 

revent their own Ruin: Among thefe Confederate, 
Prince. the. Kings of T/in and of Owes difltinguith’d 
themfelves for their Valour, and: drove the fartars 
from. the Conquefts they had made. 

F HIS Succefs put an. end to a foreign War, but 
gave rife to civil Commotions more dangerous than 
thar: ‘Fhefe two Kings kept ia their Poffeffian the 
Conquefts of. which they had depriv’d the Tarturs, 
and refus’d:'to pay Homage to the Emperor, under 
colour that he had Ient them. no Affiftance. ‘This 
Example produced fatal Confequences, which the Em- 
peror brought on himfelf, by removing his Court. from 
the Province of. Chen fi. to that of Ho nan. 

This Caution was imputed to the Fear wherewith.the 
melancholy Fate.of his Father had infpir’d him; and 


“it was not doubted but his retiring farther trom the 


Neighbourhood of the Zayvtars, fhew’d he was, mare 
| ‘careful 





Cutn Ay CHINESE-TARTARY, GO, 
eareful of his own Perfon. than of the Safety of the 
_Empiré: Several tributary Princes‘ follow’d’ the Ex- 
amples of the Kings of Zi and Oxi, .and made them- 
felves: independant: Oo | 
Theré were three effetially that fignaliz’d them? 
felves by their Ufurpations, arid foutided three confie 
derable Kinpdiéms. “Fhe King of 9/took the Southern 
Part of the Provirice of Chun tong: The Kine of T/oz 
feiz’d: the Provinces: of Hou gtiang and Kiang fy 
and the King’ of T/ix.ufurp’d: the. greater Part of thé 
Province 6f Chen fi.. Fhefe’ three Princes having 
how rio Matter folléw’d the Dictates' of their Ambi« 
tion, antl fecking’ to enlarge thet Dominions made 
War againft each other ;- the Emperor’ indeed endea» 
vour’d: to-put 2 Stop:to thefe Diforders, and enjoyn’d 
then’ to live in Peace; but they defpifed his Authority! 
Thefe War's: lafted: feveral’ Ages; and were nat 
crided? in the Time of the celebtated Philofopher Com 
fucius, who from henee’ begins Kis Hiftory, which he 
has intituled Pchn Tou. 7 ng 
The Emperor died the fifty-eigtitl. Year’ of the Cy- 
cle, and was: fueceeded by Houan wang his Brother’ 
on. ; 
Fiouan vang,: the fourtecith Emperor; reignéd’ 
twenty-three Fears. | 
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HOUAN VANG alcended the Throne at this Cycle 29. 
difficult Conjunéture, and carneftly’ endeavour’d: to Year be- 
bring the tributary Princes to their’ Obedience by foreChrity 
gentle: Means; but they proving ineffectual’ he had 7°7- 


recourfe to Arms, which: Method! was as unfuccefsful 
as the former, for he was wounded atid his Army: de 
feated; fo that finding His Endeavours to re 
eftablifh his Authority’ in the revolted Provirices: were 
in vain; he was oblig’d:té content himfelf with pre- 
‘ferving the Provinces that aeRnewledg’d him: He 


died the twenty-firft Year of the Cycle, and his Son - 


Tchuang vang facceeded' him. 
¥ 2 Tchuang 
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- Tchuang vang, the Fifteenth Emperor, reigned 


jifteen Years. . 


THIS Prince came to the Crown contrary to 
the Will of his: Father, and feveral of his Minifters, 
the late Emperor having named for his Succeffor the 
Son of one of his Concubines, called Keou; but one 
of the principal Perfons of the Court perfuaded the 
Grandees, and many Minifters of State, to acknow- 
ledge for Emperor Zchuang vang the lawful Heir. 

Notwithftanding this Keoz hada Party on his Side, 
which form’d a Confpiracy in his Favour that was 


' three Years before it was difcover’d, the Chief 


of the Confpirators being one of the Council, and 
a Perfon of Credit: The Muinifter, who had ta- 
ken fo much Pains to place Zchuang vang on the 
Throne, perfuaded him to take no Notice that he was 
acquainted with the Confpiracy, but to fend for the 
chief Confpirator, ‘as if he wanted his Advice on 
fome important Affair, and then to have him mur- 
der’d; which was accordingly put in Execution by the 
hands of a Soldier, who had taken upon him to per- 
form it. Keou finding that the Confpiracy was dif- 
covered fled to the King of Yen; his Flight, and the 
Death of the chief Confpirator, fecured the Poffeffion 
of the Crown to the Emperor. 

But the revolted Prinees conftantly maintain’d their 
Independency, and even the King of 7, through the 
Advice of his Cal/ao, or Prime Minifter, called Quent 
tchu, got fuch Credit among thofe Princes, that they 
refpected him as if they had depended entirely upon 
him, and would undertake no Affair of Moment 
without his Approbation. 

The Emperor dying in the thirty-fixth Year of the 


Cycle, Quent tchu had fuch an Influence over the Mi- 


nifters and Grandees of the Empire, that he obtain’d 
the Confent of the greater Number of thém in fa- 


vour of Li vag, a Relation of his Mafter, and de- 


{cended 


” 
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{cended from a younger Brother of the Imperial Fa- 
mily called Icheou, and he was accordingly elected 
Emperor. | 


Li vang, the Sixteenth Emperor, reigned five Years. 


T HE Crown, by natural Right, defcended to one 
of the Nephews of the late Emperor, but he was ex- 
cluded from it by the Election of Li vaug, who was 
fupported by the King of 7f his Relation. This tri- 
butary Prince enlarg’d his Power to the great Preju- 
dice of the Imperial Authority, and ufurp’d the Ti- 
tle of Pa, that isto fay, the Chief of other Princes, 
the greateft Part of whom acknowledg’d him in that 


Quality ; but this Title lafted but one hundred Years, © 


and then was abolifh’d. - Zi vang died the forty-firft 
oe of the Cycle, and his Son Hoe: vang fucceeded 
im. | 
Hoei vang, the Seventeenth'Emperor, reigned 
twenty-five Years. 
THE firft fix Years of this Reign were peace- 


able, but this Tranquillity was foon difturb’d by the 


Yartars who inhabit the North Part of the Province 
of Chan fi, againft whom the Emperor fent an Ar- 
my commanded by the King of 7: This Army at- 
tacking them while they were befieging Yaz tong fou, 
gave them an entire Defeat, and forc’d them back in- 
to their own Country, 

It is faid that the Kingdom of Fapan began to be 
govern’d by Kings in the fifty-eighth Year of the 
Cycle, and the fixteenth of this Emperor’s Reign. 
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The Emperor died the fixth Year of the Cycle, Cycle 29. 


and he was fucceeded by his eldeft Son, called Siang oe ee 
re 
657: 


Vang. : 


Siang vang, the Eighteenth Emperor, reigned — 
| thirty-three Years. 


SIANG VANG, altho’ very young, obferv’d 
YY in ' 


3 


3 


326 


The GeneRAL History of 


in his Father’s Time, that the King of Z's Ambi- 
tion was without Bounds, that his Authority jinereas’d 
daily, and that he aim’d at making himfelf Mafter 
of the Empire ; therefore as foon as this young Prince 
had afcended the Throne, ‘he refolv’d to reftrain hig 
ambitious Defigns ; but as he could not effect it by 
force of Arms, he made -ufe of the following Strata- 
gem, which prov’d fuccefsful, 

_ The King of 7f, through the Intrigues of his 
Prime Miniter, -had aflembled all the Sovereigns that 
were fubject to the Imperial Crown: Thijs Affem- 
bly was a kind of Conyacation of the States, which 
none but the Emperor had a Right to fammon; his 


; Defign was to engage thefe Princes to acknowledges 


him for their Sovereign, 

When the Time came that the Affembly was to be 
held, the Emperor fenta skilful Embaffador thither, 
with Letters to the Affembly : The Order of the Ce- 
remony is, that when a Letter comes from the Em- 
peror, it fhould be placed on a Table magnificently 
adorn’d, and that the fame Honours fhould be paid 
to it as if the Emperor was prefent ; before the Let- 
ter was open'd, the Ceremony was perform’d by all 
the tributary Princes, except the King of Jf, whe 
feem’d to be at a ftand whether he fhould do it or 
not; but at laft, through the Advice of his Prime 
Minifter, he perform’d it, and by that A& gave a 
publick Acknowledgment of his Submiffion to the 
Emperor; and this was a great Step to confirm 
the other Princes in a due Subjection to the Em- 
peror. 

Siang vang was beginning; to enjoy the Pleafures 
of Peace, when new Troubles put an end to it; his 
son, call’d Cho tai, left his Court the fifteenth Year 
of the Cycle, went to the King Z/, and put himfelf 
under his Protection, and in i mean time a tribu- 
tary Prince. of the Province of Chen fi openly re- 
Yolted, but the Emperor foon defeated him, with the 


help 
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help of an Army ef Tartars, for he had married. the 
Daughter of their Chief. | 


The King of 7 died foon after, fo that being now 


delivered from all his Enemies he ‘divorced the 
Daughter.of the Chief of the Zariars, whorh he had 
amarry’d for Political Reafons, under pretence that fhe 
was a Stranger. 


The Chief of the 7; artars, being highly provok’d | 


at this Affront, refolv’d to be reveng’ds he font there- 
fore to Cho ta, and promis’d to make him Emperor 
if he would join with him, which he did, and they 
both carry’d the War into the Metropolis of ‘the Em- 
pire, which the Emperor was ee to quit, and fly 
for his Life: Cho tai caufed himfelf to be proclaim- 
ed Emperor, while his Father wander’d about like a 
Fugitive, imploring the Afiiftance of the tributary 
Princes. | 
He receiv’d from them the Succours he expedted, 
‘with which he form’d two Armies, one of them be- 
fier’d the Metropolis, enter’d it in Triumph, and 


punith’d with Death the rebellious Prince; the ether | 


327 


Army defeated the Turtar, and re-eftablith’d Siang 


vang upon the Throne. 

‘Yhis Event happen’d the feventeenth Year of the Cy- 
tle, when the Empire was reftor’d to its former Splen- 
dour, and the Emperor enjoy’d it peaceably to his 
Death, which happen’d the thirty-ninth Year of the 
Cycle, and his Son King vang facceeded him. 


King vang, ibe Nineteenth Emperor, reigned 
Six. Years. | 

THE Empire began to flourith when this Prince 
took Poffeffion of it; but his Reign was too fhort for 
‘the Good of his People, who were always praifing 
his Mildnefs, Wifdom, and Moderation. He dy’d 
the forty-fifth Year of the Cycle, and left his Crowa 
to his Son Quang vang. | 


Y 4 Quang 
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Quang vang, the Ti wentieth Emperor, reigned | 
| fie Years, 


THIS Reign was as fhort, and as much ap- 
plauded by the People as the preceding. Quang vang 
had inherited all the great and good Qualities of his 
Father, and the new King of Z/ was not in a Ca- 
pacity to caufe any Difturbance, being hated of his 
Subjeéts becaufe of his Cruelties, and his Negligence 
of the Government. The Emperor dy’d the fifty- 
firft Year of the Cycle, and was fucceeded by his 


‘Brother Ting vang. 


Ting vang, the 7: wenty-firft Emperor, reigned 
~ —— Ewenty-one Years. > 


T HIS Prince kept the Empire in Peace, and took 
care the Laws fhould be put in Execution. | 
~ On the fourteenth Day of the ninth Month, in the 
fifty-fourth Year of the Cycle, Lao kiun was born in 
the Province of Hou quang; he is the Founder of 
one of the two principal Sects which have infected 
the Empire, and of which I fhall fpeak hereafter. _ 

His Opinion was, that the Soul died with the Bo- 
dy ; that the Happinefs of Man confifted in Volup- 
tuoufnefs ; and confining all Happinefs to this Lif, 
he pretended to have found out a Way to prolong it 
beyond its natural Courfe, which Opinion caufed 
thefe Seéts to be called, Zhe Sects of Immortals. 
They were received with Joy by the Grandees, 
who flatter’d themfelves that by embracing them they 
fhould prolong their Days. 
_. However, there is reafon to believe that the Foun- 
der of this impious Sect confefs’d a Supreme Being, 
which he called Yao; for he fays, in orie of his Trea- 
tifes, ‘That this Jao has no Name that 1s fuitable to 
him; that he created the Heaven and the Earth; 
that he is incorporeal; and that, tho’ he is himfelf 
immoveable, he gives Motion to all things: This 


% has 
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has occafion’d fome to think, that his Doétrines have 
been oe by his Difciples. He dy’d at the Age 
of “eighty-four Years. | 
THIS Emperor dy’d the twelfth Year of the oS 3° 
Cycle, and his Son Kien vang fucceeded him. | foreChrift, 


. Kuen van g, the Twenty-fecond Emperor, reigned, 597- 
fourteen Years. 


THIS Prince, by his Wifdom and Prudence, 
preferv’d the Grandeur and Glory of the Empire; and 
in his Reign two dangerous Opinions of the Philofo- 
phers began, which made a great Noife, and were 
both of them refuted. : 

_ Thefe two Philofophers Names were Yang and 
Me; the former faid, That all Men fhould be loved 
alike, as well Strangers as thofe that were neareft a- 
kin ; the latter would have every Man to mind no | 
body but himfelf, nor be concern’d about the Wel- 
fare of the reft- of Mankind, nor even of the Em- 
_peror himfelf. 
Hiftory does not mention the Kingdom of Ox till 
‘this Reign, it is now called Zhe Province of Kiang 
nan. 

The Emperor died the twenty-fixth Year of the 

Cycle, and was fucceeded by his Son called Ling vang. 


Ling vang, the Twenty-third Emperor, reigned 
twenty-feven Years. | 


THE Chinefe Hiftory relates, that this Prince 
was born with Hair on his Head, and a Beard on his 
‘Chin; and he is chiefly prais’d for his Wifdom and 
Prudence in having preferv’d his Authority, and the 
Peace of the Empire, when all the tributary Princes 
were at War againft each other. 

The forty-feventh Year of this Cycle was remark- 
able for the Birth of Confucius, whom the Chine/é re- 
fpect as the greateft Philofopher of their Nation: He 
was born in the Province of Chan tong, the fourth 
te. oe : Day 
8 
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Day of the eleventh Mosth: His Father died when 
be was but three Years old, whofe Name was Clo 
leang bo, and was Firft Minifter in the Principa- 
ty of Zfou, The Empesor died the fifty-third Year 
of the Cycle, and was fucceeded by his Son called 
King vang. 


King vang, the Twenty-fourth Emperor, reigned 
twenty-five Years. 


THIS Emperer is blam’d for his great Negli- 
ence of the Government of the Eoxpire, which oc- 
cafion’d that the King of Oy fent no Anrbafladors to 
the Imperial Court, but to the Court of King Joa, who 
was of the Family of Tcheow. | 
Cycle 31. Confmcins marry’d, bemg nineteen Years of Ape, 
Year be- py fhortly after he divorced his Wife, that he might 
foreChrift, tend his Studies with greater Application, and in a 
537° few Years he made fuch a Progrefs in them, that he 
became the moft learned Doétor of the Empire. | 
He died the eighteenth Year of the Cycle, and was 
+ flacceeded by his Son, called Afen vang: This Prince 
eign’d but few Months, in which time he had a Son 
born, whofe Birth gave Life.to two notorious Fa€tions 
in the Empire. | 
_ The Grandees of the Court declar’d this new-bom 
Child Emperor, and named Guardians to govern 
' the Empire in his Minority, while fome of the Go- 
- vernors of the Provinces proclaim’d the Brother of 
Meng vang Emperor: They proceeded to take u 
Arms, but this laft Fa@tion being the ftrongeft, too 
the Metropolis, and plac’d King vang on the Throne, 
and tho’ his Name isthe fame as his Brother’s, yet it 
is written in different Charaéters, and has a different 
signification, | 


King vang, the Twenty-{ifih Emperor, reigned 
forty-four Years. 


CONFUCIUS had attain’d already fuch great 
| , Repu- 
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Reputation, that he was fallow’d by three thoufand 
Difciples, of which feyenty two were diftinguith’d by 
their JLeanning 5 and jn this Jafkt Nunaber thane «were 
ten, who were fo accomplifhed in all forts of Know- 
Jedge,-that they «were called by way of excellence Tae 
ten Philofopbert. 

The thirty-eighth Year of the Cycle Coufuctus was 


"preferred to be Prime Minifter of the Kingdom er 


‘Lox, bis. Native Country: Through Jus v (le Coun- 
fels the Face of Affairs changed; Candour, Juftice, 
Equity, and ali other civil Virtues flourith’d during 
his Adminiftration, «which continued not very lang, 
the King of Lau having given himfelf up to all forty 


of Voluptuoufnefs to pieale a Miftrefs, which the Mi-_ 


nifter of the King of Tift, who had murder’d his Ma- 
fter and ufurp’d the Crown, had fent him for a Pre- 
fent. 


Juftice, Equity and good Order, and that the King 
would no longer follow his good Advice and Coun- 


fels, lay’d down his Place of Prime Minifter, and ree 


tir’'d out of the Kingdom. | 

The War among the tributary Princes ftill conti- 
nued ; the King of Ou was deftroy’d by the Kye of 
Yue, The fifty-fecond Year of the Cycle, the amuly 
of Tfao, who had had twenty fave Kings in the Space 
of fix hundred and thirty fix Years, was entirely ex- 
tinguith’d by the King of Song. Confucius ends a- 


bout this Time the Hiftory of rhe Wars of the trix . 
butary Princes, which had lafted two hundred Years, _ 


Confucius died the fifty-ninth Year of the Cycle, 
in the feventysthird Year of his Age, and the forty+ 
firft of this Reign. : 

The Chins/e pay the greateft ‘Veneration to the Mee 
mory of this Philofopher ; they look on him as the 
Matter and Doéter of the Empire. His Works 
have fucha great Authority, that if any body offer’d 


to make the leat Alteration in. them, he woes be 
liable 


Confucius finding, that he could pot long preferve 
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liable to Punifhment. Whenever any Difputes arife 
in point of Doétrine, and a Quotation is made out 
of his Works, it immediately decides the Difpute. 

His Defcendants enjoy the greateft Privileges, and 
whatever Revolutions have happen’d in the Empire, 
thefe Privileges have always fubfilted : His Progeny 
are in being ftill. , | | | 

{n the fixtieth Year of the Cycle, the Kingdom 
and the Family of Zcbin, who had had twenty four 
Princes in the Space of fix hundred and forty-five 
Years, was entirely deftroy’d by the King of Z/ou, 

The Emperor died the fecond Year of this Cycle, 


"and left his Crown to his Son called Yuen vang. 


Yuen vang, the twenty-/ixth Emperor, reigned 
Jfeven Years. 


IF the Reign of this Emperor had been longer, 
the Power and Reputation of the Empire had been 
compleatly re-eftablifh’d through the Wifdom and 
Mildnefs of his Government ; the ancient Laws of his 
Predeceffors were beginning to revive, and moft of 
the tributary Princes were return’d to his Obedience, 
excepting the King of Loz, who refus’d to come to 
the Affembly of the States which the Emperor had 
convened, pretending that he was not a Vafial ofthe 
Empire: The Emperor caus’d him to be profcrib’d 
as a Rebel, which is the firft Inftance of that kind. 

‘The Prime Minifter of that Prince being difcon- 
tented came to the Emperor, who gave him the com- 
mand of an Army, with which he fought feveral 
Battles, conquer’d almoft the whole Province, and 
fent Ambaffadors with Prefents to the Emperor, and 
defir’d of him the Inveftiture of that Proyince, which 
was granted him on condition to render the ordinary 
Homage and Tributes. 2 

The Kingdom of Oz, which had fubfifted during 
fix hundred and fifty Years, under twenty petty Kings, 
was abolifhed at that. Time by the King of Zue, 
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Yuen vang died the ninth Year of the Cycle, and 
was fucceeded by his Son Iching ting vang. | 


Tching ting vang, the Twenty-/eventh Emperor, 
reigned twenty-eight Years. 


WHEN this Prince afcended the Throne, he 
found the Empire almoft reftor’d to its ancient Splen- 
dour, and maintain’d the Dignity of it by his Pru- 
dence. 


admired, than the Rarity of it ; from whence he was 
furnamed the Chafte. - 8 

The Emperor died the thirty-feventh Year of the 
Cycle, leaving three Sons who were old enough to 
reign: The eldeft called Ngan fucceeded’ him, but 
he reign’d only three Months, and was murdered by 
his Brother Sov, who reigned only five Months, and 
was murder’d by his younger Brother Kao vang, who 
‘afcended the Throne without Oppofition, 


Kad vang, the Iwenty-eighth Emperor, reigned 
jifteen . Years. 


- ALTHO? this Prince had ufurp’d the Crown 


- without Oppofition, yet the barbarous Action, by 
which he had made his way to it, difgrac’d him 
throughout the Empire, and’was a Pretence for moft 
of the tributary Princes to refufe to pay him the 
ufual Homage, or to acknowledge him for their So- 
vereign. . : 

He had a Brother called Houan kong, whom he re- 
moved from Court, by giving him a Principality in 


- the Province of Ho nan. One of his Defcendants was 


the laft Emperor of the Dynafty Zcheou. . 
Kao vang died the fifty-fecond Year of the Cycle, 
and was fucceeded by his Son Guei le vang. 


- Gueti 


After the Death of the Emprefs he liv’d in Celiba- 
cy, an Example of Continency which was no lefs — 
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Guei lie vang, the Tmenty-ninth Emperor’, 
| reiged twenty-four Years. 


. / 


ABOUT this time. the. aruel Wars between the 


tributary Princes began again, and lafted near 300 
Years: The Hiftorians calt chefe Times Tchen koue, 


or the warlike Ages. 


Each Prince aimed atthe Empire, and’ endeavour’d 

to deftroy his. Rival: The Emperors had fcarcely 
any thing left them excepr their Dignity, and they 
foon loft both their Authority and their Provinces: 
The Kingdom of T/in had beett divided’ arhonpy four 
Princes, one of whom overcame the reft, and’ got 
the Kingdon into his own Hands. His Som Tchi 
fang, wlio facceeded lim, was a. preud,. ambitions 
Prince, he quarrel’d with the Kings of Ham. of Guat, 
and with the King of Fchao, in order to deprive ther 
of their Dominions; which obliged’ thefe three Kings 
to unite their Forces for their Ptefervation. ayaintt 
him, whereby his Arniy’ was’ défeared, and Himfelf 
flain,-and the- King of Fcbae teok lis Kingdom, and 
entirely deftroy’d his-Family.. 
_ There was:another War between the King of Lou 
and the King of Y7/;, the formter gave'the Command 
of Kis Army to a great’ Gerrral called‘ Out, who dé 
feated' the King: of 7/f,, artd’ obliged’ him to: make 
Peace with his: Mafter. | 

The Emperor died! the fixteenth Year of the Cycle, 


and his’ Son Nban vang fucceeded! hits 


Nean vang,y the. Thirtieth Emperor, reigned 26 Years. 
HISTORY relates nothihg:reniarkable of this 
Emperor, extepting the' Number of Years: that he 
reigned, and‘ gives only at: Account ofthe Wars be- 
tween the tributary Princes, which for brevity fake I 
fhall pafS over. | | 
The Emperor died the forty-fecond Year of the 


Lie 


@ 


Cuina, CHInes E-TARTARY, eC, 445 


Lie vang, the Thirty-firft Emperor, reigned 7 Years. 

_ THE Empire decawd daily, and. the Inperiak 
Family was on the Brink of rnin, All the tributary: 
Princes maintain’d themfelves im independance; and 
when. this Pstnce afcended the Throne, there was ~ 
none but the King of Z/ who pat him Homage.. 

The fame Year that. he came to the.Crown, the 
Kingdom of Fcebing, which had. been govern’d by twen- 
ty three Princes, in the fpace of tour hundredg and 
thirty two Years, was deftroy’d by the King of Han. 

The fisnty-fecond Year of this. Cycle was’ remark- 
able for the Birth of the Philofopher Weng tee, com~- 
monly knowa by: the Name of Mencivs, who: is’ e- 
fieem/d: the wifelt of the Chinefe after’ Confucins. 

Eze. vawg died. without. [fie in- the forty: ninth: Year’ 
of the Cycle; his younger Brother Hier vang, fucy 

“ eceded Him. , 


Hien vang, tha Lhirty-fecond: Emperor, reigned: 
( forty-eight Years. | 
THIS Prince liad fearcely any: thing’ elfé but-the 
- empty Tish of Emperor: The: tuibusary Priaces:not 
enly: refus’d to, acknowledge him for their Sovereipn, 
but, alfo threaten’d. to:declare: War againffh him if he 
appos'd their Defigns, or blam’d their Conduét, | 

They being, prepoffeflkd with an Opinion, that the 
Crown belonged to the: Pofléffor of the. nine Vafes of 
Copper, which the great. Zu, Founder of the firft 
Dynatty,, had caufed: to be made, every one of the 
tributary Princes ftrove to get the Poffeffion of them, 
in order to ufurp-the Imperial Authority., Hien vang, 
to defeat their Defigns, was oblig’d to throw thenr 
into a deep Lake, from. which ‘it was impoffible to 
pet them out. 

Mencius was now thirty-fix Years old, and was in 
the higheft. Reputation, and had feventeen. Difciples 
ehat fbllow’d him. he travell?d over different — 
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- doms and Countries, efpecially thofe of Guez and of 
| Of, inftructing Princes how to govern their Subjects, 


and the Subjects in their Duty towards their Princes ; 
and alfo in the Virtues that they ought to practife in 
their private Capacities. 

_ Hien vang died the thirty-feventh Year of the Cy- 
cle, and was fucceeded by his Son Chin thin vang. 


Chin tfin vang, the Thirty-third Emperor, 
reigned fix Years. 


IF this Prince had had Strength and Courage e- 

nough to have taken Advantage of the Divifions, 
which were among the tributary Princes, doubtlefs he 
would have reftor’d the Empire to its former Gran- 
deur and Glory ; but his Cowardife and Sloth, in 
which he exceeded his Predeceffor, did not contribute 
a little to the Abafement of his Dignity, and to the. 
Annihilation of his Authority, while the King of 
Zfin increafed both his Authority and Dignity, and 
had’ the Imperial Authority tho’ not the Dignity, 
keeping the other Princes in Subjection to him. 

. Thefe five Kings, viz. the King of Z/ou, chao, 
Han, Guei, and Yen, joyn’d their Forces together 
in order to oppofe his formidable Power; but the 
King of Z/in defeated their Army, and might have 
depriv’d them of. their Kingdoms, if an Object of 
greater Intereft had not called him elfewhere. 

- Two Princes of the Weftern Part of the Province 
of Se tchuen,who were independant: of the Empite, were 
at War againft one another, and each of them de- 
manded Aids from the King of Z/in; accordingly he 
went with his Army and joyn’d one of them, and 
defeated the other, and oblig’d the Prince likewife, 
whom he had fuccour’d, to pay him a yearly ‘Tribute ; 
the King of Guet was forc’d to pay him Tribute, 
and the fame Refpect as if he had been the Emperor. 
_ The Emperor,who had beenan idle Spectator of all 
the Victories of King Z/in, died the forty-third Year 
of the Cycle, and was fucceeded by his Son Ngan vang. 


Ngan 
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_ Ngan vang, the Thirty-fourth Emperor, reigned 
a Fifty-nine Years. | | a 
ALTHO?’ this Prince’s Reign was long, ‘yet it: 
was not fuccefsful, for when he came: to the Throne: 
_ the Imperial Authority was. almoft annihilated ;..and. 
tho’ he neither wanted: Skill nor Prudence, yet , the 
State was too weak to undertake any. thing againft 
fuch a powerful Prince as the King of Jfm | 
Mencius died: the ninth Year of this Cycle, in the‘Cycle 35° 
eighty-fourth Year of his Age, and is look’d upon Year be- 
as the greateft Philofopher of the Empire,: except,fre Chrift 
Confucius: His Works are held in great Veneration, 797‘ 
and his Defcendants enjoy great Privileges. 


s 


N 


The King of Z/in follow’d his ambitious Defigns, 
and infenfibly clear’d. the way to the Empire by 
underhand fomenting Difcord among the tributary 
Princes, that they might mutually deftroy each other : 
When they were at Variance and ask’d Succours from 
him, he would furnifh. Troops to one that. he might: 
thereby deftroy the other. Thus the Kingdom of Song, 
which had fubfifted 381 Years, under thirty two Prin- : 
ces, was deftroy’d by the Kings of Z/ and Z/ou; and. 
the Principality of Lox, which had been govern’d by.: 
thirty-four Sovereigns, was deftroy’d by the King of 
Jjou, and he himfelf invaded the Territories. of: the 
‘ King of Guei, whom he made tributary tohim. ©. 
After all this 7chao fang, King of T/in, no longer 
conceal’d his Defign upon the Imperial Crown, but of- 
fered to the Sovereign’ Lord of Heaven a Sacrifice, 
with the fame Ceremonies which none but the Empe- 
rors were allow’d to perform, by which publick Act 
he openly declar’d his Pretenfions to that Sovereign 
Dignity. 2 
At that time there was no Prince powerful enough 
to difpute with him the Imperial Dignity, except 
the King of 7/7, but Zchae Siang entirely defeated him, 
and immediately he fent Part of his Army to de- 
Vou. I. | Z throne 
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throne the Emperor, whofe Army was fo fmall that 
it was immediately defeated, and this unfortunate 
Prince was forc’d to implore the Clemency of the 


- Conqueror, and to acknowledge him for his Sove- 


reign, yielding to him the few Towns that re- 


- mained in his Hands. This Submiffion faved him his: 


Life, which he ended in the Province of Chen fi the 
Year. following. | 
As foon as the Emperor’s Misfortune was publick- 


ly known, feveral of the Princes, . particularly the 


King of Han, haften’d to pay Homage to the King of. 
Tfin: But the Provinces which had not acknowledged 
him for their Emperor, elected Tcheou kiun, one of 
the Grandfons of the Brothers of Kao vang, the twenty- 
eighth Emperor, ha aot 


Tcheou kiun, the Tbirty-fifth Emperor, reign’d 
feven Years. | 

T HE forty-third Year of the Cycle, Zcheou kiun 
took the Title of Emperor, and gatheged Forces on 
all fides to make head apainit the Ufurpers, de-: 
manding Aids fromn the Kings of 7, Zfeu, and 
Guei; but thefe Princes fearing Tehao fang refus’d.to- 
aid the Emperor. | | 

Tcheou kiun finding himfelf forfaken, and out of. 
hopes of maintaining himfelf on the Throne, abdi- 
cated the Crown, and lived a private Life. Thus 
ended the Dynafty of Zcbeox. | | 

Tchao fiang did net long enjoy the Authority which 
he had ufurp’d, but died before the Abdication of the 
Emperor ; his Son Hiao vex vang died the fame Year, 


and left the Imperial Crown to his Son called Tchuang 


fang vang, who was the Founder of the fourth Dy- 
natty. 


The 
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The Fourth Dynafy, called Thin, which bad four 
Emperors. in the fpace of forty-three Years. ; 


‘Fehuang fiang vang, the Firjt Emperor, reigned - 


three Years. 


TP HE beginning of this Prince’s Reign is’ remarks 

able by the Inroad which he made into the Terri- 
tories of the King of Guei: At firft he won feveral — 
Battles, which alarm’d the other Princes, who, fear- 
ing that after he had got the Empire he would de- - 
pofe them, and: feize their Dominions, five of 
thefe Princes, viz. the King of Han, Tfou, Yen, 
Zhao, and Ff, joyned the King of Guei; their 
Army confifted of 200,000 Men, who defeated the 
Emperor’s Army, and oblig’d him to retreat. During 
thefe T ranfactions the Emperor died, and left the Crown 
to his adopted Son called Chi hoang ti, who took 
Poffeffion of it, the fifty-fecond Year of the Cycle. 
The Chinefe Hiftory fays that he was born in the 
twelfth Month after his Conception. 


Chi hoang ti, the Second Emperor, reigned 9% Years. 


IF the Confederacy which the fix Kings, that I 
have already mention’d, had continu’d, no doubt but 
that they wogld have been able to oppofe the Forces of 
Chi boang ti; but their Pride and Ambition foon ruin’d 
that Alliance which they had made for their common» 
. Safety, for they enter’d into a War againft each other, 
and fo weaken’d themfelves, that they foon became a 
Prey to Chi-hoang ti, who fubdu’d them one after 
another, cutting the Throat of each of thofe Princes 
when he had conquer’d them, and putting to Death 
all che Males of their Families, excepting the King 
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of 7/, whort he referv’d for a more cruel and inhu- 


~~ man Punifhment ; ‘for he fhut him up in aGrove planted 


with Pine-Trees, fending him as much Victuals as 
would hardly. fubfift him. This unfortunate Prince 
being ee by Fortune, refus’d to eat any of 
the Provifions which they brought him, and _ ftarv’d 
himfelf to Death. - | 

He fent a Colony of 300 young Men, and as ma- 
ny young Wornen, into the Japan Iflands, under the 


~ Conduét of a Sea-Captain, who. made himfelf Sove- 


Cycle 36. 
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reign of thofe Iflands; and the People of ‘fapax to this 
Day boaft that they are of a Chinefe Extraction. 

Chi boang ti having vifited his Empire, and find- 
ing that the Northern Provinces, efpecially thofe of 


fore Chrift Pe tcbe li, of Chan fi, and of Chenfi, were expofed 


237. 


to the Incurfions of the Zartars, he fent an Army a- 
gainft them, and drove them a great way into Zar- 
tary beyond the Frontiers of the Empire: He like- 
wife immediately began to put in Execution the 
Scheme he had form’d to build a Wall, which reach’d 
from the Sea to the Extremities of the Province of 

Chen/fi. ie Ro btn ne we Be 
In the forty-fecond Year of the'Cycle, he caufed 
Ships loaded with Iron to be funk into the Sea to 
fecute the Foundation ; one third Part of the Men in 
the Empire, who were able to work, were imploy’d 
at it:. The Stones were joyn’d with a Mortar that 
was fo hard that no Nail could be drove into it, 
and there were large Arches built for the Paflages of 
Rivers, as alfo Forts built at proper Diftances for | 
Garrifons, and Gates to go into TYartary ; it was fo 
thick that feven or eight Horfemen could ride a- 
breaft on it. This Wall is almoft all ftanding to this 
Day, and which is moft furprifing, it was built in five 

Years time. 
This ftupendous Work was enough to immorta- 
lize this Prince ; but it was not enough to fatisfy his 
Ambition, for he was not pleafed with the oe 
| rifons 
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rifons which were made between him and his Prede- 
ceffors; he pretended that he had eclipfed all their 
Glory, and refolved that Pofterity fhould be ignorant 
of all their Actions excepting his own. | 


In order to compais his Defign he publifh’d a 


_ Decree, commanding all his Subjects on pain of Death 


to burn the Books called King, and all the Works 
of Confucias, wherein the Lives and Adctions of the 


beft Emperors were recorded ; excepting from the 


Flames only thofe that treated of Architecture and | 


| Phyfick, accounting all Arts and Sciences, and all 


Learning to be of no Ufe, but rather an Encourage- 
ment to Idlenefs, and of dangerous Confequence to - 


the State ; whilft Agriculture, as he pretended, which 
was the Source of Happinefs to the People, was ne- 
glected. = 


_ . This Decree was executed by the Governors with 


the utmoft Severity, and when Men of Learning were. 


found with fome of thefe valuable Books, they were 
immediately punifh’d with Death :| However fome 
Copies of them were faved, as I have already men- 
tion’d in another Place. This Decree of the Empe- 


ror, and the Severity with which it was put in Exe- 


cution, has made his Memory odious to Pofterity to 


this Day, and the Lofs of thefe ancient Monuments. 


is much bewail’d by the Chinef. 
The Emperor, after having been at War twenty- 


five Years, now enjoy’d an univerfal Peace: He. 


made feveral new Laws, and abrogated others; but 


as he was not wled to be at Reft, he refolved to 


make a fecond Progrefs throygh the Eaftern Pro- 
. vinces of 'the Empire, and took his fecond Son with 
him. The Emperor fell dangeroufly ill, and died in 
the thirty-feventh Year of the Cycle, 

Finding himfelf drawing near to his End, he writ a 
Letter to. his eldeft Son, declaring him Emperor, and 
delivered it, together with the Seals of the Empire, to 
his fecond Son, with a Charge to deliver them fafely in- 

23 to 
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fo the Hands of the eldeft Son ; but the Emperor was no 
fooner dead, than the young Prince refolved to place 
the Crown on his own Head: The only way to fuc- 


ceed in this Affair was to engage Li fee, the Prime 


Minifter of Chi boang ti, in his Party, who was a Man 
of gregt Authority in the Empire: When the firft 
Propofal was made to this Minifter he rejected it, but 
new Sollicitations being made to him, his ewn Inte. 
reft, and the Merit of the young Prince, at laft pre- 
vailed with him; and through his Means the your 

Prince obtained, almoft all the Suffrages: . The eldeft 


. Son of the Emperor having got together fome Forces 


in order to maintain his Right, found chat moft of the 

Provinces had already acknowledged his younger Bro- 

ther Emperor, and he was obliged to yield it up;. 

but the Steps that he had taken were look’d upon as 

——* High Treafon, and he was ordered to kill 
mielf, if, te ot | 


“Bal hy be TH Emprr, reigned tre Year 


- THIS Prince, who was both a Ufurper and a 
Murderer of his Brother, during the fhort Time that 
he reigned, fhewed how unworthy he was of the 
Crown: He chofe for his Colao, or Prime Minifter, 
the greateft Enemy of the Family of Zz, who af- 
fected outwardly a great Zeal for his Perfon, though 
fecretly he was endeavouring to extirpate all i 
Princes of this Race. _ | 
This Prince had told him feveral times,. that Lif 
being ,fhort he would pafs it in the moft voluptuous 
naanner that he could, and would gratify all the Plea- 
fures of his Senfes without Reftraint. . ; 
‘The Colao advifed him to remove out of their Places 
all the Minifters and Governors which his Father had 
placed, they being the only Obftacle that might 
give him Trouble; the Emperor followed this per- 
nicious Advice, and filled up all their Places by Per- 
fons who were entirely deyoted to the Colas, 
7 | | | This 
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This Change caufed many Complaints and Mur- 
murings; the People were overburthen’d with Taxes 
to fupply the Emperor’s Expences in building Pa- 
laces, Parks, and fine Gardens. 

_ One of the Generals of his Army, who had been 
fent into the Eaftern Provinces to quell fome Troubles, 
was the firft that revolted, and engaged the Troops 
to proclaim for Emperor the Son of the eldeft Bro- 
ther, to whom the Right of the Crown belonged. _ 

At this Juncture of Time there appeared an Ad- 
venturer, called Lieou paxg,. who had been a private 
Soldier, and who now headed a ‘Froop of Vagabonds : 
He was endued with great Qualities, being couragi- 
ous, mild, and moderate, altho’ fevere to his Compa- 
nions when military Difcipline requir’d it; he was 
alfo naturally eloquent: He- was told by an expert 
Phyfiognomift that he fhould be Emperor, and he out 
of Gratitude married the Phyfiognemift’s Daughter. 

The General, who had revolted from the oe 
march’d with his Army into the Kingdom of Z/ox, in 
order to conquer it for himfelf, and attack’d a Place 
-in that Kingdom; the Governor of it finding 
himfelf diftrefs’d, fent to Licou pang for help, who 
immediately march’d with all his Forces to his Affif- 
tance, and obliged the Enemy to retreat. 

But the Governor of the Place, inftead of acknow- 
ledging the Service, fhut the Gates again{ft his Deli- 
verer, , 

Lieu pang being informed by a Letter, which was 
. thrown into his Camp faften’d to a Dart, that there 
was a Sedition in the ‘Town, which the Ingratitude of 
the Governor had caufed, he immediately fca- 
led the Walls of the Town, and took it; the Go- 
vernor was flain in the firft Attack, andthe Inhabitants 
of the Place declar’d themfelves for the Conqueror, 
who now was General of a great Army, and Mafter of 
very rich Plunder, 

| Z 4 Tn 


343 


344 


The GENERAL History of 
In the ‘mean time, altho? the-Emperor’s Throne — 
feem’d to fhake under him, yet he could not re- 
cover himfelf out of that a Lethargy, in which the 
Love. of voluptuous Pleafures had thrown him. 
The unfaithful Colao, inftead of endeavouring to dif- 


- fuade him from fuch a vitious Courfe of Life, rather 


encourag’d him in it, and falfely accufed of Crimes 
the Minifters and Governors who were beft affeéted: 
to the reigning Family, and had them immediately 


put to Death. The Covetoufnefs and Cruelty of this 


rince made him odious to his People, and in the 
fecond Year of his Reign feveral Provinces of the Em- 
pire revolted, and elected Sovereigns to govern them ; 
among them were thefe five Kingdoms, 7/7, Yen, 
Tchao, Guet, and. Tfou. , a | 
“. "Fhe King of Zfou took into his Service the brave 


 Bieou pang, and having refolved to go and attack the 
_Emperor in the Metropolis, he chofe two other Ge- 


nerals, and: gave to each of them an Army to com- 


' mand, and promifed to beftow. the Kingdom of T/in 


on any of the ‘three that would take the Metropolis, 
and drive the Emperor out of it. | 
' The Emperor fent numerous. Forces againft the 
King of Z/ou; at firft his Army defeated one of thefe 
three Generals, but was at laft beaten by that which 
Hiang hiu, the General of fou, commanded. 

"Fhe Imperial Army fent Deputies to Court to de- 
mand Succours, but the Deputies being obliged to re- 
turn without having had an Audience of the Colao, 
joined themfelves, with their General, to Hiang bin, 
and increas’d his Forces. | 

The Colao having heard of the Defertion of the 
Imperial Army, and fearing that his Treachery fhould 


' be found out, he brought an Affaffin into the Palace, 


who murder’d the Emperor in the twenty-fourth Year 
of his Age, and the third Year of his Reign. Thus 
perifh’d miferably a Prince, who had cruelly imbrued 
) ] | his 
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his Hands in the Blood of his Brother to obtain his 
Crown. a3 


In the mean while the Colao, who had fhut himfelf : 


up in his- Palace, -pretending to be fick, came out.in 
hafte, as if he wanted to difcover the Authors and Ac- 
complices of the Regicide, and to give lefs ‘room for 
Sufpicion, and to make an outward Shew of his Fi-. 


delity, he caufed Ing vang, wha.was Grand Nephew. 


to the Emperor, to afcend the Throne. | 
Ing vang, the Fourth Emperor, reigned forty-five Days. 


THIS Prince had been but three Days Poffeffor. 
of the Crown, when he difcovered that it was the 
_ treacherous Colao who had murdered the late Emperor s. 
but it was not in the Power of .the Emperor. to pu- 
nifh him openly ; ‘he pretended to be fick, and 
commanded his Son to ftab him, when he came alone’ 
to fpeak with him in private, which was put in Exe- 
cution : Thus was the Empire rid of this Monfter. 

However Lieou pang was drawing near to the Me- 
tropolis, which when the Emperor heard he drew 


out all the Garrifons to ftrengthen his Army: Licou — 


pang made ufe of a Stratagem to overcome him; he 
fent abundance of his Soldiers to the Imperial Army 
pretending themfelves to be Deferters: Thefe Soldiers 


craftily infinuated to the Soldiers of the Imperial Ar-’ 
_ my, that it was their Intereft to follow Lieou pang, who” 
. being informed that a Sedition was ready to break out’ 
in the Imperial Army, came upon it fuddenly and 


entirely defeated it. 


The Emperor finding himfelf forfaken by his Sub-— 


- jeéts, and fearing Death more than the Lofs of his 


Crown, threw himfelf at the Conqueror’s Feet, and 


delivered him the Seals and other Marks of the Im- 
perial Dignity. _ Lieou pang entered the City in Tri- 
umph, which he gave leave to. his Soldiers to plunder, 
forbidding them to ufe any of the Inhabitants ill : 


He preferved the Palace, in which he found immenfe- 
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The Fifth Dynafty, called Han, which had 
_ twenty-five Emperors in the Space of 426 
. Lears. _ . 
Cao tlou, the Firft Emperor, whofe Namé was before 


Lieou pang, reigned twelve Years. 


| eee PANG was the Founder and firft Em- 
.peror of this Dynafty, under the Name of Cao 
tfou ; at firit he only affumed the Title of King of Tin, 
Becaufe he had taken the Metropolis of the Empire 
in the Name of the King of Z/ou, who had promis’d 
to give him that Kingdom. ___, 

Fitang yu, the other General, whom IJ have already 
fpoken of, and who had alfo beén fent to dethrone the 

Emperor, could not fupprefs his Indignation at Lieou 
pang’s having, through his Prudence and Addrefs, got 
from him the Principality to which he afpir’d; and as 
he was brutifh and cruel, and at the Etead of a nu- 
merous and well difciplin’d Army, Licou pang was 
fortunate in being able to prevent its coming to an 
_ Rupture: At laft they had an Interview, at which 

e Father of sang yu reconcil’d them to each other, 
and they entered the Metropolis together. 

Hiang yu, not pleated with Clemency and Mild- 
nels of Lieou pang, fet the City and the Imperial Pa- 
lace on fire, had the Tombs of the Princes of TA 
fearched, and their Bones thrown into unknown Places, 
and with his own Hands murder’d the reigning Prince, 
whom Liou pang had ufed with great Refpact fince 
his Difgrace. = : 

A great number of the late Emperor’s Soldiers, who 
were a a his Troops, having, murmured on ac- 
count Of fo many cryel Adtions, he oe 

| Ca 
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caufed their Arms to be taken from them, had them 


furrounded by his Army, and cut to pieces. — 

As he had made himfelf abfolute Mafter of the 
State of Han, and placed Garrifons in the Towns, ke 
afpa’d to the Empire, and refolved to murder hig 
Matter, for having preferr’d Licon pang before him, 
in giving him the Principality of Zin; -befides he 


thought he could not fecure’ the Epi to himiclt - 


whilft he was living. 
In order to put his Scheme in execution, he fet 


forward towards the City of Kicow ktang in the Pro- 


vince of Kiang fi, where the King of Yjou was. This 
Prince to honour his General came himfelf co meet 
him, and was immediately affaffinated by him: Lécow 
pang, being griev’d at the Misfortune of this Prince, 
who was his Benefactor, order’d the moft magnificent 
Obfequies poffible for him: This gain’d him the Af 
fection of the People, who join’d with him to revenge 
the Death of their Sovereign. From that time the 
two Generals were at War with one another for. the 


Imperial Crown, and fought .feventten Battles with — 


various Succefs; at laft Lieoy pang entirely defeated his 
Antagonift’s Army, who flew himfelf to a his 
falling into the Enemy’s Hands. ~ 

_ This War being ended he affembled the General 
Eftates of the Empire, who declared him 
by the Name of Cao t/ou, and he was acknowledg’d 
fuch by all the tributary Princes of the Empire. He 
kept his Court at firft in the Province of Chen fi, 
but afterwards remov’d it into the Province of Ho 
| ee where g¢ continued 196 Years under twelve 


Cae ifo Son falling fick, named his Son Hoei Ai for 
his Succeffor, appointing him Minifters in whom 
he might confide: He died the forty-third Year of 
the Cycle; the Chinee Hiftory is full of high nae 


gyricks on him, 
7 | Hoei 
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Hoei ti, the Second Emperor, reigned feven Years. 

THE Empire expected great things from this 
Prince, he being endu’d' with many good Qualities, 
fuch as Courage, Meeknefs, and Moderation; but 
thefe were overpois’d by greater Vices, for his immo- 
derate Love for Women ruin’d his Health, and his 
Complaifance for his-Mother induc’d him to intruft 
her with the Care of the Empire. 
_ This Prineefs affum’d the whole Imperial. Autho- 
rity to herfelf, and was generally hated for her Cruel- 
ty and other Vices ; fhe remov’d the Minifters and 
Governors as fhe pleas’d, and difpos’d of their Places 
to her Favourites and Relations, poifoning all thofe 
that dared in the leaft'to oppofe her. / 
_ The King of 7, who was the Emperor’s eldeft 
Brother,’ coming to vifit him when he was fick, had 
been likewife poifon’d by her, if the Emperor him- 
felf had not taken the fatal Cup out of his Hand. 

Hoei ti died the fiftieth Year of the Cycle, being 
opprefs’d with Infirmities which his loofe Life had 
brought upon him. | 

Liu beou, his Mother, fearing that one of the Em- 
peror’s Brothers fhould fucceed him, pretended to have: 
a Child, which fhe bought from a Countrywoman, 
and named herfelf his Guardian, but fearing the Cheat 
fhould be difcover’d:if the Mother of the Child liv’d, 
fhe caufed her to be ftrangled. 


Liu heou, the Ujurper, reigned eight Years. 

THIS Princefs was not fatisfy’d to have rais’d 
her Family, which was of a very mean Extraction, 
to the higheft Dignities of the Empire, but fhe want- 
ed alfo to have the tributary Crowns at her Difpofal, 
and put to Death one of her Minifters who had the 
Courage to tell. her that thofe Dominions belonged 
only to the .Princes of the Family of. Han, and that 
her Husband had fworn all the 4jovernors to main- 
Cagn 
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tain that Right by Force of Arms, .if N eceffity re- 
quir’d it; however, fhe thought herfelf powerful ‘ 
enough to fear nothing, and difpos’d of Part of thofe 
Dominions to her own Relations, upon condition of 
their paying her Homage. 

After this fhe murder’d the young Child :to which 
fhe was Guardian, and dilfcover’d the Secret of the 
Artifice which her Ambition had: prompted her to. 

Her Relations alfo, abufing the Power they were 
rais’d to, behav’d themfelves with fo much Arrogance 
and Pride, that the Nobles combin’d together ta re. 
duce them to their former Condition, . when this. wick-. 

‘ed Princefs was taken away by a fudden Death, in the: 
fifty-eighth Year of the Cycle: Her Memory was fo 
odious that no Body. would take the: Part of her Fa- 
mily, fo that all her Relations were maffacred through-. 
out the Empire. 

The Nobles chofe the Sovereign of a {mall State 
to be Emperor, who: was the fecond Son of Cao.tfou, 
and afcended the Throne without eee ae 
the Name of Ven ti: 


_ Venti, the Third Emperor, reigned twenty-three Years. 
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-: UNDER the Reign of this Prince the Empire Cycle 37. 
recover’d its ancient Splendor, and his Virtues gain’ch Year be- 


him the Love of thé Nobles as well ‘as the People i. 


To eafe his Subjects he remitted’ them the Duties: en 


fore ei 
LE: 


Salt, as alfo half of: all the other | Duties which were. | 


then paid. 
- He reviv’d Agriculture. which jaa been neglected 
during all the preceding Wars, to the great Detri- 
ment of the Country, planted Mulberry-Trees,in his 
Palace, and bred up Silk-Worms ;_ he encourag’d and: 
protected Learning, and gave leave for the Books 
which had been faved from the Fire to be produced 
and read: Before that time every thing was wrote on: 
Leaves, or Barks of Trees, with.an Iron Pencil; 

the Way of making Paper was alfo firft difcover'd 


in 
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in his Reign, hy grinding Bambeo in Mills made ort 
P ; they invented Ikewafe little Pencils made of 
Farr, and Ink which diffolves in Water. 

The Tertars made feveral Inroads into the Empire, 
but were repuls’d with Lofs, and drove beyond the 
Frontiers af the Empire. The Provinces of Quang 


tong and Quang fi voluntarily fubmitted to his Laws, 


and paid him yearly Tributes. 

A certain Impoftor prefented this Prince with a Li- 
quor of great Price, affuring himthat if he drank it, ie 
would make him immortal; the Prince was fo weak 
as to believe him, - which i is ‘the only Foible he is ac- 
cufed of. 

. He died in the farty-foeth Year of his Age, and the 
ewenty-firtt Year of the oe and was fucceeded by 
his Son King #20... | 


King t ti, the Faurth ‘nies sisi feventeen Years. 


THIS Prince was remarkable far his Mildnes 
and Clemency ; . he mollify’d the Kigour of the Pu. 
nifhments which were then inflicted on Criminals, but 
re-eftablifh’d the Taxes which his F ather had reduced 
to one half. : . 

The great Indalgence of the Futors, who had the 
Care of the Education of the young Princes; occe- 
fioned great Diforders in this Reign: It was udual 
for the Children of the tributary Prmces to be edu- 
cated with thofe.of.the Emperor; the eldeft Son of 
King ti, having contracted a particular Friendfhip for 
one of them, made a Feaft bor him, “yn winch he car- 
ry'd the Debauch to fuch an Excefs, that the young 
Prince, having quarrel?d with his Favourite, flew 
hiny on the Spot ; the Father of the dead Prince, hear- 
ing of the Death of his Son, {wore to revenge tf, 
and engag’d in his Quarrel fix other tributary Princes, 
who jom’d Forces with him: The Emperor fent an 
able General with an Army againft them, who en- 


ey defeated. them, and made a great Slaughter a- 
mong 
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mong them, and the Inx confederate Princes were ei- 
ther killed by the Hmperor’s Soldiers,. or put an end 


to their own Lives, to aes bring made Cap~. 


tives. 
The Fiaperer died the chicty-feventh Year of the 


Cycle, and was facceeded by his Son Vou 2. 
Vou ti, the Fifth Emperor, reigned fifty-four Years. - 
' THE Prudence, Moderation, and Valour of thi4 
Prince, his Application to publick Affairs, his Love 
of earning, and particular Regard to learned Men, 
made him efteem’d one of the greateft Emperors thas 
ever reign’d in China. As foon as he had perform’d 
his Father’s Obfequies, he fent for all the greateft 
Philofophers of his Empire to his Court, to — 
them in Affairs of State; and as he ‘was 
clin’d.to War, he thought they would have sratify! d be 


Eaclination by advifing him to attempt fore Conquefk . 


or other, but he was mightily furpri2’d ta find ithefé 


Wifemen perfuading him to maintam Peace both at 


home and abroad, and reptefenting to him the Ban- 
gers and Inconveniencies which generally,.ateend bi 
‘Fhis made him give over the Thoughts of it, and 
apply himfelf.to the well-governing of his. Peopte, in 
order to which he made feveral. good Laws; among 
which he ordain’d, that whenever a.Prince fhould die. 
his Eftate fhould be equally divided amongft his law- 
ful Children ; but, if he dy’d without lawdul Heirs, 
it fhould fall to the Crown. | 

In order to promote Learning he commanded the 
learned Men, whom he had called to his Court, to put 
in order thofe ancient and precious Books which had 
efcaped the general Deftruction,. and that they might 
be taught publickly ; as alfo the Morals of. Confiras 
and Mencius. 

Thefe Books were Manufcripts, Prmting not be- 
ing yet invented, nor till within fifty Years before.the 
Chriftian Atra. 

This 
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| 'This Prince had the Weaknefs to give ear to Im- 
poftars, wha promis’d him an Elixir which fhould 
render him immortal; one Day one of thefe Chy- 
mifts brought him a Cup full of this immortal 
Liquor, and defired-him.to drink it for an Experi- 
ment; one of his Minifters, who was advifing him 


_ not to hearken to fuch Cheats, took the Cup and 


drank it himfelf ; the Emperor being very angry that his 
Minifter had deprived him of Immortality, refolved 
to punifh him with Death for it; to which the Mi- 
nifter reply’d: with a Smile, Jf this Drink, Sir, bath 
made me immortal, bow can you put me to Death? But 
if you can put me to Death, bow doth this frivolous 
Theft deferve it? This Anfwer.foften’d the Emperor, 
who praifed the WHdom of his Minifter, but was not 
thoroughly cured of that Weaknefs. . | 
' Vou ti won four great Victories over the TJartars, 
and, after having drove them far beyond the Great 
Wall, he march’d with his victorious Army into the 
Kingdoms of Pegu, Siam, Cambaia, and Bengal. 

3 He divided the vanquifhed Countries between the 
two. Generals, and other Officers who had conquer’d 
them ; he built feveral Cities, and honour’d the two 
Generals with the Titles of King: Thefe Chinefe 
foon learned the Manners and Inclinations of the 
Jartars, and .prov*d, in time, to be the greateft 


Enemies to thofe from whom they were originally. 


defcerided. 4 

One of thefe Kings of the Zartars dreading the 
Refentment of the Emperor, fent him his eldeft Son 
to be educated at his Court, who being very skilful 
in Horfes, the Emperor made him his Matter of the 
Horfe, and afterwards put him at the Head of his 
Army, and honour’d him with the Title of Kix. 


Cycle 38. When Vou ti drew near his End he declared the 
Year be- Son of one of his Concubines Succeffor, whom he 
fore Chritt, Joved better than any of his Children: This young 
"7" Prince was but eight Years of Age, but he appoint- 

: ed 
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ed him for a Guardian one of his Minifters, in whom 
he had the greateft Confidence ; and fearing that the 
Mother of the young Emperor fhould ftir up Trou- 
bles in the Empire, as Liu beou had done, he re- 
folv’d to put her to Déath for the feveral Crimes fhe 


was accufed of, but gave her the Choice of what 


Death fhe would die. a | 

- The Emperor died the thirty-firft Year of the Cy- 
cle, in the feventy-firft Year of his Age, and the 
young Prince Ichao ti fucceeded him. | 


Tchao tl, the Sixth Emperor, reigned thirteen Years, | 


ALTHO’ this Prince was very young, yet his 
good Difpofitions and Prudence were far above his 
Years, being very tractable to the-Inftru¢tions which 
he received from the wife Guardian which his Father 
had appointed him. 4 a : 

He began his Reign by rewarding the-Officers who 
had ferved the State well, and fending juft and able 
Magiftrates into the Provinces, to inquire fecretly if 
the People lay under any Oppreffion, . | 
_ He concluded an honourable Peace with the Zar- 
tars, but did: not long furvive it, dying without Male- 
‘Iffue, in the forty-fourth Year of theCycle, before he was 
quite twenty-two: Years old, being mightily lamented 
by the Empire on account of his good, Qualities, 

” Hiao ti his Uncle fucceeded him. with the Confent 
of the People, who foon repented of their Choice, 
for he: was negligent of the Government and People, 
and fpent both Day and Night in Debauches ; he 
defpis’d all the good Counfels which his Minifters 
| offar'd -him,. which oblig’d them and the Grandees 
to drive him from the Throne on which they had 
placed him. — ae 

- ‘They went to the Palace and feiz’d the Seals, and 
other Enfigns of the Imperial Dignity, declaring he 
had forfeited his Authority, and then fent him to the 
Jittle State whereof he .was Sovereign; They chofe 
Vor, I, Aa in 
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in his Place Prince Suen #1, who was Grandfon to the 
Emperor Vou tt. 


Suen ti, ‘he Seventh Emperor, reigned twenty- 
. five Ye ar Se 


THE Misfortunes which this Prince fuffer’d in 
his Youth, did not a little contribute to the Virtues 
which qualify’d him for the Government of the Em- 
pire; he had been educated in a Prifon, where the 

» Princefs his Mother had been fhut up by the Com- 
mand of the Emperor Vou ti, who fufpected her, 
tho’ falfly, of Witchcraft and Sorcery, being only an 
Excufe to put to Death the Princes and Princeffes of 
the Royal Blood: The Keeper of the Prifon was 
very careful of him, and Suen ti, as foon as he was 
Emperor, rewarded him with a Principality for it. 

This Prince was of eafy Accefs, of a very mild, 
compaffionate Nature to all unfortunate Perfons, and 
of an Application very conftant to State-A ffairs. 

As the Laws were become troublefome and tedious, 
and gave room for Querks and Tricks to confound 
the cleareft Matters, and to lengthen out Suits, he re- 
duced them to a certain Number of Articles, and dif- 
annull’d the reft. 

The Emperor having been informed that the King- 
doms in India, which were conquer’d by his Grand- 
father, had rebelled againft him, was preparing to go 
and chaftife tlhe Rebels, but was diffuaded from it 
by his Minifters, who told him it was not worth his 
while to fhed the Blood of his Subjects for fuch di- 
ftant Conquefts, and that thofe who refifted his Wi-. 
dom and Virtue did not deferve to enjoy the Blef- 
fings of his Government. , 

Cycle 39. In the forty-eighth Year of the Cycle there was 2 

Year be- great Earthquake, which overturn’d feveral Moun- 

foreChrift, tains, and fuch things not being common here, it 

very much frightned the People, who look’d on it as 
foreboding fome greater Calamity. a 
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Tan yu, a King of the Tartars, fent Embafladors 
to the Emperor to pay him Homage, and to acknow- 
ledge himfelf Tributary to him, who were very gra- 
cioufly received, and treated as Envoys of a Prince 
the State was in Amity with. | 

Suen ti was eighteen Years old when he afcended: 
the Throne, and died in the.ninth Year of the Cycle, 


and in the forty-third Year of his Age, leaving his 


Crown to his Son Yuen ti. 


Yuen ti, the Eighth Emperor, reigned fixteen Years, 


THE fingular Tafte which this Prince had for 
Learning, and his Refpect for learned Men, Whom 
he entertain’d at his Court, and with whom he often 
convers’d, made him a great Scholar, tho’ not a great 
Prince: He was highly efteem’d for his Moderation, 
his Love to his People, and his Frugality ; and he 
ufed to fay, That he that could be contented with little, 
wanted for nothing. 

But all thefe fine Qualities were quite clouded thro’ 


want of Judgment in the Choice of his Minifturs, -— 


having neither Regard to their Capacities nor Expe- 
rience ; for to exprefs themfelves politely and eloquent- 
ly, were all the Qualifications he demanded in thofe 
with whom he intrufted the greateft Affairs of the 
Empire; and thefe Minifters, who had no other 
Views than their own Promotion, fill’d the Court 
with Factions and Parties. | | 
Notwithftanding the Peace which had been con- 
cluded with the Fartars, the Garrifons on the Great 
. Wall took two of their Princes Prifoners as they were 


hunting in the Mountains, trufting to the Sanction of - 


the former Treaty, and beheaded them both. 

The Emperor, inftead of punifhing the Treachery 
which the Commander of thofe Forces had commit- 
ted, rewarded him for it ; but hearing that the Suc- 
ceffor of one of thofe Princes was levying Forces to 
revenge that infamous Breach of the Peace, in order 


Aaz2 to - 
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to appeafe him, and prevent the War, he was oblig’d 
to. give him a Princefs of the Imperial Family in 
Marriage, with a very confiderable Dowry. . 

Inteftine Wars among the Minifters were ready to 
break out in the Empire, when the Emperor died: in 
the twenty-fixth Year of the Cycle, and in the forty- 
third Year of his Age. He was fucceeded by his Son 
Tching ti. : 

Tching ti, the Ninth Emperor, reigned 26 Years. 


THE paffionate Love which this Prince had for 
Women and Wine, engag’d him in all manner of 
Vices, and he gave the higheft Places of the Empire 
to the Relations of the Emprefs his Mother, who 
was of the Family of Leang. He fell violently in 
Love with a Woman belonging to the Playhoufe, for 
her fine Voice, and upon her Account drove his law- 
ful Wife from the Palace, taking this Adctrefs in her 
Room, whom he declared Emprefs, ‘and gave her Fa- 
ther a Principality in order to glofs over her low Ex- 
traction ; but fome of his Minifters having remon- 
ftrated to him the Shame of fuch an Alliance, he or- 
-dered them all to be put to Death, and yet thefe are 
but a fmall Part of his Crimes. | | 

A fudden Death delivered the Empire from this 
wicked Prince, in the fifty-firft Year of the Cycle: 
He left no Iffue, but was fucceeded by his Nephew 
Eftao ngat ti. | | 


Fiiao ngaiti, the Tenth Emperor, reigned fix Years. 


T HIS Prince was but eighteen Years old when 
he came to the Crown, and the Empire was in no 
wife deceiv’d in the great Hopes it had conceived of 
his Mildnefs and Moderation. 

_ He difplaced feveral Governors, whom he thought 
unworthy of the great Dignities to which they had 
been raifed, and depofed the Prime Minifter; whofe 
Family was grown too powerful, and whofe Credit 

, feem’d 
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feem’d to overbalance the Sovereign Power: He 
made feveral other Regulations, which were very ne- 

ceffary, and which gave great Expectations of a hap- 
_ py Reign, had his Life been prolonged. In the fifth 

ear of his Reign Zan you, King of the Yartars, 
obtain’d Leave to come in Perfon to pay his Homage 
‘to him, who was receiv’d in a very magnificent man- 
ner, and a firm Peace was eftablifhed between the two 
Nations. 

The Emperor dy’d the Year after’ this happen’d, 
at the Age of twenty-five, being the fame Year that 
Chrift was born. 

_ They placed onthe Throne a Prince defcended from 
Yuen ti, the eighth Emperor of this Dynafty, who 
was but nine Years old, 


Hiao ping ti, the Eleventh Emperor, reigned five Years. 


THE Enprefs, Grandmother to the young Em- 
peror, very imprudently trufted the Government of 
the Empire in the Hands of one Vang mang, whom 
fhe made Colao, or Prime Minifter during the Mino- 
rity of the Emperor: This Man was not only de- 
ceitful and artful, but alfo exceffively proud, and made 
no Scruple to commit the moft cruel Actions to gra- 


tify the fecret Ambition he had of ufurping the Sove-. 


reign Authority. 

He had an Affociate in his Miniftry who was a 
Man of Merit, but his Ambition could fuffer no Ri- 
val, and therefore he found ways to remove him from 
the Government, and to make himfelf abfolute. In 
order to execute his Defign, he made feveral new 
Principalities, and beftowed them on thofe who were 
moft devoted to his Intereft. 
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In the fecond Year of the Cycle, the treacherous Cycle 40. 
Vang mang mixed Poifon with the Emperor’s Food, Year be- 
which in a few Days reduced him to the laft Extre- foreChritt, 


mity, during which time the Traitor pretended to la- 
ment very greatly, and made the Palace refound with 
| | Aa 3 his 
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his Cries, making Vows to Heaven for the Recovery 
of the Emperor, -and offering his own Life as a Sa- 
crifice for his, the better to conceal his monftrous 


Crime. 
However he did not think it fafe at this Jundcture 


.to ufurp the Empire, but placed the Imperiaf Crown 


for the prefent on the Head of a young Infant of two 
Years old, called Iu t/e yng, who defcended from Suen 
ti the feventh Emperor of this Dynatfty. 


Tu tfe yng, the Twelfth Emperor, reigned three Years, 


THE Infancy of this Prince maintain’d Vang: 
mang in the Power which he had affum’d, and he 
made ufe of it to increafe his Party ; three Years were 
fcarcely paft when he madethe young Prince quit 
the Throne on which he had placed him, and pro- 
claimed himfelf Emperor. 

Vang mang, the Ujurper, reigned fourteen Years. 


AS foon as the Ufurper was plac’d on the Throne, 
which he had obtained by the vileft of Crimes, he 
gave the Name of Z/in to his Family, which figni- 
fies New: He divided the Empire into nine Pro- 
vinces, and each Province into fevera! Diftricts, over 
which he fet Governors in whom he could confide, 
and created feveral new Principalities to increafe the 
Number of his Dependants, After this he began to 
think himfelf very fafe on the Throne, but foon 
found himfelf miftaken, for feveral of the Grandees 
leaguing together drew a numerous Army into the 
Field, to which they gave the Name of Yche mouy, 
beeaufe the Soldiers had painted their Eyebrows red, 
to diftinguifh themfelves from their Enemies. The 
other Armies were commanded by two Chiefs who 
were Brothers, of the Family of Has, whofe Names 
were Lieou fieou, and Licou yng: Thefe Wars lafted 
a long time, and were very bloody. The nineteenth 


Year of the Cycle there was fuch a Multitude of 


Grafhoppers, 
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Grafhoppers, that they devoured the Harveft, and 
a great Famine enfued, which occafion’d abundance 
of Riots and Robberies. : 


In the twentieth Year the Ufurper’s Army was en-. 


tirely defeated, his Palace plunder’d and burnt to the 
Ground, his own Throat cut, and his Head put on 
a Pitchfork and publickly expos’d. The victorious 
Army elected Hoai yang vang Emperor, who was a 
Defcendant of Kiyg # the fourth Emperor of this 


Dynatty. | 
Hoai yang vang, the Thirteenth Emperor, reigned 


two Years. 


THE loofe and effeminate Life which this new 
Emperor led, induc’d the Army to take the Crown 
from him, as being unworthy to wear it. 

They put in his Place Vang lang, who was an Im- 
poftor, pretending himfelf to be the Son of Iching ti 
the ninth Emperor, but the Cheat being difcovered 
they cut off his Head, and elected in his Place Lieou 
fieou, who affum’d the Name of Quang vou ti, and 
was defcended fromm the tenth Son of King ti, the 
- fourth Emperor of the reigning Dynafty. 


Quang vou ti, he Fourteenth Emperor, reigned 
thirty-three Years. 


‘THIS Prince remov’d bis Court from the Pro- 
vince of Chen fi to that of Honan, and made him- 
felf famous by his Politicks and warlike Atchieve- 
aments ; and: tho’ he had but an indifferent Education 
among the Country People, yet he was very mild, 
affable, liberal, and a great Admirer of learned Men, 
whom he brought to his Court, and gave them ho- 
nourable Places. , 

He was twelve Years employ’d in fubduing the Re- 
bels, and fettling the Peace of the Empire ; becaufe 
the Army, the Soldiers of which had painted their Eye- 
brows red, would have chofen an Emperor of the Fa- 

Aa4 ~mily 
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mily of Han, called Pouan tfe, who being defeated, 
went to the Emperor, threw himfelf at his Feet, and 
intreated his Clemency, and the Emperor granted him 
not only his Life, but gave him likewife a Prin- - 
cipality. The Chinefe Annals fay, that in the twenty- 


eighth Year of the Cycle, the laft Day of the feventh 


Moon, there was a total Eclipfe of the Sun, which 


appear’d before the Time that it was foretold: I leave 


it to Aftronomers to examine if this Eclipfe is the 
fame which happen’d at the Death of Chrift. | 
Quang vou ti died in the fixty-firft Year of his Age 
and the fifty-fourth of the Cycle, leaving ten Chil- 
dren ;. one of them called Ming ti fucceeded him. 


Ming ti, the Fifteenth Emperor, reigned eighteen Years. 

THIS Prince is extolled by the Hiftorians for 
his Prudence, Clemency, and Judgment: He efta- 
blifh’d an Academy of Sciences in his Palace for the 
Benefit of young Noblemen of the Empire; Stran- 
gers were alfo admitted into it, and he was often pre- 


~ fent there himfelf. | 
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He placed in a Hall the Pictures of the gréateft 
Men of the Empire. | 
_ He married the Daughter of one of his Generals, 
and declar’d her Emprefs, which Marriage was gene- 
rally applauded. The Hoang bo, or Yellow River, 
having often overflow’d the neighbouring Coun- 
try, the Emperor caufed a Bank to be made to pre- 
vent thefe Inundations, which was ten: Leagues long, 
and one hundred thoufand Men were employ’d in 
that Work. | : 

In the fecond Year of the Cycle, dreaming that a 
Man of a Gigantick Size appear’d to him, he re- 
membred a Word which Confucius had often faid, that 


‘the Holy One was in the Weft, wpon which he fent im- 


mediately Embaffadors to India to feek for the true 


Religion. 


Thefe _ 
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Thefe Ambaffadors ftaid at a Place where the Idol 
Foe was in great Veneration, and taking’ fome Bonzes 
with them to China, they introduced that impious Sect 
into the Empire, as alfo the ridiculous Opinion of 
Metemp/ychofis : This Emperor is greatly condemn’d by 
the Chinefe Hiftorians for having admitted fuch a de- 
teftable Doctrine ; he died the twelfth Year of the 
Cycle, and left his Crown to his Son Ichang ti. 


Thang ti, the Sixteenth Emperor, reigned 13 Years: 


T HE Reign of this Prince was very pacifick, be- 
ing, neither difturbed by Wars at home or abroad, 


which is attributed to his Wifdom and Prudence, as — 


alfo to the Protection he granted to Men of Learn- 
ing. | : 

_ He died the twenty-fifth Year ef the Cycle, in the 
thirty-firft Year of his Age, and his Son Ho ti, who 
was but ten years old, fucceeded him, 


és 


Ho ti, the Seventeenth Emperor, reigned 17 Years. ° 


- AS this young Prince was but ten Years old, the 
_Emprefs his Mother was his Guardian: His Authori- 
ty was extended to very remote Countries, through 
the Valour of one of his Generals called Pan tchao, who 
oblig’d a great number of Sovereigns to pay Homage 
to the Emperor, and to crave his Protection: It is, 
faid that he went into Fudea, which the Chinefe call 
Za tfin, {pending feveral Years in thefe Expeditions. 

The Wife of the Emperor having given caufe for 
Jealoufy, was divorced, and foon after died with 
Grief, when the Emperor married one of his Gene- 
ral’s Daughters, and made her Emprefs: She was a 
Princefs of an extraordinary Merit, and well skill’d 
in all the Chinefe Learning. 

Ho ti was the firft Emperor that introduced Eu- 
nuehs in his Palace, and raifed them to the higheft 
Places of the Empire, which was the Occafion of great 
Difturbances afterwards. 

) The 
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The Emperor died in the twenty-feventh Year of 
his Age, and the forty-fecond Year of the Cycle, and 


his Son called Chang ti fucceeded him. 


A 


Chang ti, the Eighteenth Emperor, reigned one Year. 


THIS Prince ought not tobe number’d amongft the 
Emperors, becaufe he was only a Child in the Cradle 


_ when the Crown was plac’d on his Head, and lived 


Cycle 42. 
4, D.1 24. 


icarcely a Year after. Ngan ti, Grandfon to Icbang 
ti, fucceeded him on the Throne. | 


Negan'ti, the Nineteenth Emperor, reigned 19 Years. 


AS this Prince was but thirteen Years of Age, 
the Emprefs his Mother was made Regent, and took 
upon her the Sovereign Authority, which fhe was fo 
well pleas’d with, that fhe prolong’d her Regency 
beyond the Bounds prefcribed by the Laws. 

She thought that the Extent of the Empire was too 
great, and, fearing of what dangerous Confequence it 
might prove, fhe refufed the Homage which foreign 
Nations ufe to pay tothe Emperor, and reduc’d the 
Bounds of the Empire to a narrower Compafs. 

Nean ti had created one of his Wives Emprefs, but 
this Princefs, his Mother, finding that fhe was bar- 
ren, advifed her to take another Woman’s Son as her 
own, and fecretly to poyfon the true Mother of the 
Child. The Emperor died the fecond Year of the 
Cycle, in the thirty-fecond Year of his Age, and was 
fucceeded by his Son Chun ti. 


Chun ti, the Twentieth Emperor, reigned 19 Years, 


THE beginning of the Reign of this Prince was 
remarkable on account of feveral Victories which 
he obtain’d over the Barbarians. 

The Emprefs who had poifon’d the Concubine, 
Mother of Chun ti, did not long outlive her Crime; 
and the Emperor being infarm’d of it, forbid - 

| | 
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fhe fhould have honourable Obfequies fuitable to her 
Dignity, in order to be reveng’d for the Death of his 
Mother. | | 
_ In the ninth Year of the Cycle a great Number of 
Vagabonds uniting, made a confiderable Army under 
_ the Command of one called Ma mien, and plunder’d 
feveral Towns of the Southern Provinces. This Chief, 
flufh’d with Victory, thought immediately of ufurp- 
_ ing the Crown, but he was flain before he could ac- 
complifth his Defign. 
_ The Emperor died in the twenty-firft Year of the 
Cycle, and thirty-fecond Year of his Age, and was 
fueceeded by his Son Tchung ti. 


Tchung ti, the twenty-firft Emperor, reioned one Year. 


HE was two Years old when he afcended the 


Throne, and died the fame Year. The Reign of his 


_ Succeffor was of no longer Duration. 
Tche ti, the Twenty-fecond Emperor, reigned one Year, 
FLE was but eight Years old when he fucceeded 
to the Crown, but hag a maturity of Genius far a- 
bove his Years, which rgifed the Expectations of the 
whole Empire. “This Pritce being fo young, Leang 
ki, the Brother of the Emprefs, defpis’d him, and*a- 
bufing his Sifter’s Authority fpoke and acted as if 
he had been abfolute Mafter; nor could he forbear 
fhewing his Pride and Infolence at a publick A fiem- 
bly in the Prefence of the Emperor, who taking No- 
tice of his haughty Behaviour, faid to thofe about 
him, looking ftedfaftly on Leang bi, That is a very 
arrogant Fellow. | | | 
Thefe Words coft the Prince dear; for Leang ki, 
finding that he had reafon to fear his Refentment for 
his ill Conduét, took care to get him poifoned; fo 
that this young Prince reigned but one Year, and his 
eldeft Brother Houan ti fucceeded him. 


Houan 
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Houan ti, the Twenty-third Emperor, reigned 21 Years. 


UNDER the Reign of this Emperor the Magi- 
{tracy became Venal: He was a great Protector of 
the Seét of Leao kiun, and Eunuchs were his greateft 
Favourites, which obliged the Learned Men to retire 
from Court, tho’ the Emperor did his endeavours, 
both by Invitations and rich Prefents which he fent 
them, to keep them near him: But this proved inef- 
fe€tual, for thefe wife Men preferred Tranquility to 
the continual Follies of a Court, where the whole 
Authority was placed in the Hands of Eunuchs. 

However Leang ki, the Murderer of the late Em- 
peror, was raifed to the higheft Dignities of the Em- 
pire, and his Wife was honour’d with the Title of 
Heroine, with a yearly Revenue of 500,000 Taéls. 

; Thefe great Favours fo fwelled his Pride and Am- 
bition, that he thought he could do whatfoever he 
pleafed: At the beginning of the Ghinefe Year, when 


all the Grandees pay their Duty to the Emperor, he 


had the Confidence to enter the’Palace with his Sabre 


_ by his Side, contrary to all the Laws of the Coun- 


try: Upon this he was inigpesliaely difarmed, and 


obliged to acknowledge Hf8 Crime; and.ask the Em- 


peror’s Pardon for it, which was accordingly grant- 
ed him. But his Infolence and Pride foon made him 
odious to every body, and finding himfelf furrounded 
by a Troop of Eunuchs, whofe Vengeance he could 
not efcape, he murder’d both his Wife and himéelf. 
His Relations and Friends were ftript ot all the high 
Dignities to which he had preferred them, and his 
Riches, which were very great, were confifcated. 

In the twenty-eighth Year of the Cycle there was 
fuch a dreadful Famine in fome Parts of the Empire, 
that many: of the Chinefe were obliged to feed upon 
Human Flefh. 

The Emperor died the forty-fourth Year of the 
Cycle, and in the thirty-fixth Year of his Age. Al- 

tho’ 
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tho’ he had a great many Concubines, he left no If- 


fue : Ling ti, who was of the Family of qi chan ti, fuc- 
ceeded him. | 


Ling ti, the twenty-fourth Emperor, reigned 22 Years. 


AMONGST the ill Qualities for which this 
Prince is chiefly blamed, his Affection ‘for Eunuchs 
is not the leaft, for he gave them more Power than 
his Predeceffors ee done; befides, he had an Aver- 
fion againft thofe that attempted to give him good 
Counfel: He was likewife very avaritious, and of a 
fharp fatirical Humour. 

‘The only good Aétion for which. this Emperor 
is extolled, was the Care that he took to have the 
wife Inftruétions of the ancient Emperors, which were 
contained inthe five Claffical Books, ingraven on Mar- 


ble Tables, and publickly expofed at the Entrance of - 


the Academy. 

The Power of the Eunuchs became fo very great, 
that they caufed a great number of the Nobles of 
the Empire, who had confpired againft them, to be 
put to Death. This gave rife to many Rebellions ; 
feveral Armies of Vagabonds appear’d openly in the 
Field, who ftiled themfelves Yellow-Caps, commanded 
by three Brothers called 7. chang, of the Sect of Leao 
kiun, who plunder’d divers Provinces: At laft their 
Armies were defeated one after another, and the three 
Brothers perifh’d. 
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The Barbarians (for fo the Chinefe call all Stran- Cycle 43. 
gers) endeavoured feveral times to make sa aaa A, D. 184. 


in the Empire, but were pee by a Chinefe Gene- 
ral called Touan kiong, — 

In the fifth Year of the Cycle fome remaining Re- 
bels, called Yellow-Caps, appear’d again in order to 
create new Troubles. The Emperor died the fol- 
lowing Year, in the thirty-fourth Year of his Age, 
without having named a Succeffor ; ; his fecond Son 


Hien ti fucceeded him. 
Fi 1¢n 
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Hien ti, she Twenty-fifih Emperor, reigned 31 Years, 


T HE eldeft Brother of this Emperor, who reigned 
fome Months, and then abdicated the Crown to Hien 
ti, is not number’d among the Emperors. Hien ti 
was but nine Years of Age when he came to the 
Crown; the Weaknefs, Negligence, and Stupidity of 
this Prince, occafion’d perpetual Contentions at home 
as well as abroad. 

China was divided firft into three, afterwards into 
four Parts, and had as many Sovereigns. The Eaftern 
Part firft confpired againft Tong tcho, General of the 
Imperial Army, who murdered the Emperor and 
his eldeft Brother, and burnt the Palace; and having 
open’d the Sepulchres of the Emperors, he found a 
great deal of Wealth in them, and remov’d his Court 
into the Province of Chen f.: But his Crimes did not 
long go unpunifhed, for the next Year he was mur- 
dered, and his Body expofed in the publick Market- 

lace. 

. In'the mean time the Yellow-Caps, taking advantage 
of thefe Diforders, very much encreas’d the Number 
of Rebels, but they were gradually deftroy’d by fae 
fao, who ufurp’d the Sovereign Authority, of which 
he was ftript, the thirty-feventh Year of the Cycle, 
by his own Son called Z/ao poi, and banifhed to a 
Principality which he gave him, and where he died 
fourteen Years after, being generally defpifed. 





‘CHINA, CHINESE-TARTARY, & ec. 





The Sixth Dynafty, called Heou han , that is, 
the latter Family of Han, which bad two Em- 
perors in the Space of forty-four Years. 


Tchao lie vang, the Firft Emperor, reigned 3 Years. | 


CHAO LIE VANG was call’d before Lieou pi, 
and was defcended from King ti, the fourth Em- 


peror of the preceding Dynafty. This Prince was | 


very tall, and had a majeftick Air, of great Cou- 
rage, fpoke but little, and in all Events, whether 
good or bad, was always of an even Temper. 


When he drew near his End, he fpoke to thofe — 


that were about him in the following mariner ; 
‘© When once we have attained to the Age of fifty 

“6 Years, we have no reafon to complain of the 
*¢ Shortnefs of our Lives; why fhould [ then com- 

s¢ plain, who am above fixty Years of Age ?” 

_ Afterwards he fpoke.to his firft Minifter, called Co 
Leang, in the Prefence of his own Son, whom he had 
appointed his Succeffor; <* If, faid he, my Son fhould 
“* refufe to pay to your wife Counfel the due Re- 
‘© gard which he ought, take the Crown away from 
‘© him, and reign in his Stead.” Then turning to his 
Son, he faid, ** How light foever a Fault may feem 
‘© to you, beware of committing it; and how {mall 
*¢ foever a virtuous Action may appear, do not for- 

© bear to do it. Virtue alone deferves our Atten- 

*< tion and Purfuit ; I have had too little to ferve you 
“ for an Example; be tractable to the Counfels of 
** Co leang, and you will find in him a fecond Fa- 
‘¢ ther.” 

‘This Prince died in the fixty-third Year of his 
Age, and the fortieth Year of the Cycle, after he 
had named his Son Heou ti for his Succeffor. head 

eou 
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Heou ti, the Second Emperor, reigned 4r Years. 


WHILST the Prime Minifter lived Heou ti 
follow’d the Steps of his Father: He kept his Court 
at Iching tou, the Metropolis of the Province of Se 


' gcbuen; there were then in the Northern Provinces 


Cycle 44. 
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three Sovereigns of the Family of Guei, and in the 


Southern Provinces the Family of How kept their 


Court at Nan king. 

_ The Family of Guei, which was the moft power- 
ful of the three, lafted but forty-fix Years: It was 
deftroy’d by a General of his Army, whofe Son be- 
came the Founder of the following Dynafty. The 
Family of Ow had four Kings in the fpace of four 
Years. - | 
_ Thefe different Principalities occafioned many Wars ; 
in one of which the Emperor loft two great Generals, 
called Tchang fi, and Quang yu: This latter 1s num- 
bered amongft their Idols, and honour’d as the Mars 
of China. 

The famous Co leang had diverfe Encounters with 
the King of Guei, but was frequently overcome. The 
King of Guei, being now grown formidable, refolved 
to conquer the Kings of Han and Ox, who were 
leagued together: In order to put his Defign in Exe- 
cution he put himfelf at the Head ofa large Army, 
and march’d to the fide of the great River Yang t/e 
kiang, which he intended to have crofs’d, but feeing 
the Waves very rough and boifterous, ‘‘ Doubtlefs, 
“* faid he, thefe are the Bounds which Heaven hath 
‘¢ put to the Ambition of Mortals ;” and immediately 
turn’d back. 

Song tchao, who was General to the King of Guei, 
being puft up with Succefs, and abufing the Credit 
which he had obtained in the Army, rebell’d againft 
his Mafter, whom he overcame, and thereupon re- 
folved to make his way to the Throne: The Son of 
feou ti, feeing how ill Affairs went, advis’d his ce 

‘ tner 
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ther to 6 and encounter the Enemy, telling him that 
he muft either conquer or die, there being no other 
Medium Jeft ; which Advice the Emperor refus’d to 
comply with. The young Prince, being griev’d at 
his Father’s Cowardife, retired into a Hall of his 
Anceftors, and flew his Wife and himfelf after- 
wards. a a | 

In the fortieth Year of the Cycle the Imperial 
Army was cut in Pieces, and the Palace plunder'd: 
The cowardly Emperor went and deliver’d himfelf up 
into the Hands of the Conqueror, who gave him a 
{mall Principality, where he lived feven Years, and _ 
died in the fixty-fifth Year of his Age. — 
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‘The feventh Dynafty, called Tin, which bad 
Jifteen Emperors in the Space of 155 Years. 


Chi tfou vou ti, the firft Emperor, reigned 25 Years. 


THIS Name, - which was affumed by the Son 

of the General Song tchao, Founder of this Dynd- 
{ty, feems to be the fame as that of the fourth, ne- 
verthelefs it’s vaftly different from it, not only in 
the Character wherein it is written, but. alfo in the 
Pronunciation, - | 

This new Emperor kept his Court in the Pro- 
yince of Honan: He was a magnanimous Prince, and 
of a.quick Apprehenfion ; his Integrity was fo great, | 
that he could not endure the leaft Diffimulation. 

His Reign was very much difturbed by the war- 
like Preparations of many petty Sovereigns who a- 
fpir’d to the Crown, but thofe of the South were of- 
ten overcome by thofe of the North. a 
_ The Emperor, having fubdued and pacified the 
Northern Provinces, march’d with his Army into 
the Southern Provinces, and paffed the River Yan 
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tle kiang without oppofition; he went afterwards in- 
to the Kingdom of Ox, and befieged the Metropolis: 
The King, being unable to make any Refiftance, came 
out of the City, and delivered himfelf into the Hands 
of the Emperor, who gave him. a fmall Principality, 
where he ended his Days. | 

In the feventeenth Year of his Reign, finding that 
he was at Peace both at home and abroad, he impru- 
déntly disbanded his Army, and gave himfelf up to 


-Idlenefs and Luxury: He died in the fifty-fifth, Year 


of his Age, and the forty-fifth of the Cycle, and left 
a numerous Pofterity. Hoe? 4i his eldeft Son fucceed- 
ed him. | 


Hoei ti, the Second Emperor, reigned feventeen Years, 


_ THIS Prince had no Spirit or Genius, and was 
entirely incapable of filling the high Station he was 
placed in: However the Beginning of his Reign was 
fuccefsiul through the Ability of four of his Chief 
Minifters, in whom he put Confidence, but a jealous 
and paffionate Wife foon put the Court and Empire 
into Confufion. | 
~ This Woman had the Title of Second Queen ; fhe 
got the Emprefs removed from Court, poifon’d her 
only Son, and procur’d all the Nobles of the Em- 
prefs’s Party to be put to Death. | 

Thefe barbarous Actions caufed a great deal of 
Blood-fhed ; the Second Queen was murdered in her 


‘turn, with all that were of her Party, and the Em- 


peror was obliged to fly in order to fave his Lift. 

The tributary Princes took advantage of all thefé 
Diforders; the King of 7 headed an Army, and 
being {welled with fome Succefs, which he had obtain’d 
at firft, doubted not to make his way to the Crown; 
but was flain in a Battle: Another Prince of the Fa- 
mily of Hex, who reign’d in the Northern Provinces, 
and had taken Arms, met with the fame Fate. 
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: At. that time there fprang up a new Seét, which. 
was. only. a Branch of that of Lao kiun, but was called 
Vou gues kiao, that ts to fay; the Doftrine of the Void; 
and. of Nothing: Thefe Sectaries taught the Way how 


to obtain a certain Degree of Tranquillity, which bound | 


up all the Faculties of the Soul, and fufpended the 
Bunctions of Senfe, in which they. thought Perfection 
canfilted, . 


X71 


The third Year of the Cycle Hoei ti died: of the Cyde 45. 
Poifon which was given him, in the forty-cighth ¥ear A.D. 304. 


of his Age, leaving no Hfue behind him: The Gran-: 
dees, chofe the twenty-fifth Son of the Founder of this. 
Dynafty Emperor, called Hoaj ti, 


Hoai ti, the Third Emperor, reigned fix Years. 


THE Choice of this Emperor at firft was. gene-, 
rally approv'd, for he was indued with Qualities which 
promifed a happy Reign; but the Pride and’ Ambi- 
tion of all the little Sovereigns, which I have already 
mentioned, and which increas’d daily through the 
Weaknefs:of the Emperors, caufed great Troubles in’ 
‘the Empire during many Years. 


One of thefe petty Kings, ¢alled Lieon yuen, was - 
ready to dethrone the Emperor, but Death interrupt _ 


ed.the Courfe of his Victories: However his Son Lieou 
tfong follow’d his Steps:with Succefs, got poffeffion 
of the Palace, and flew the Emperor’s Son. | 

And after that he had forced the Emperor to wait 
on him at Table, in the Habit of a Slave, he had 
him put to death: It was in the tenth Year of the 
Cycle, and the thirtieth Year of his Age, that Hoa 


#4 was flain, and the Grandees chofe Am ti, Grandfon . 


of the Founder of this Dynafty. © 


Min ti, the Fourth Emperor, reigned four Years. 


THIS Prince had no better luck than his Prede- 
eeffor; he had fcarcely reigned three Years when Licou 
pao plunder'd. his Palace . granted him his a 
- 2 . an 
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and banifhed him into a Principality of the Province 
of Chan fi, where he lived about a Year in exile, and 
was then flain by the King of Han: They chofe in 
his Place a Grandfon of the Founder of this Dynatfty. 


Yuen ti, the Fifth Emperor, reigned fix Years. 


THIS Emperor is commended for his Gravity, 
Frugality, Moderation, and Efteem of wife and learn- 
ed Men. _— a 

This Prince removed his Court from the Weft to the 
Faft, and kept it in the City of Nan king, which has 
given the Name to his Family of the Eaftern Family 
of Tfin: In the fixth Year of his Reign he fell into 
a deep Melancholy, which was the Caufe of his Death 
- the forty-fixth Year of his Age: Flis Son fucceed- 
ed him. : | 


Ming ti, tbe Sixth Emperor, reigned three Years. 


THE Chinefe Hiftory mentions nothing particular 
of this Prince, only that he reigned three Years, and 
died the twenty-fecond Year of the Cycle, in the 


twenty-feventh Year of his Age, and was fucceeded 


by his Son Zching ti. 
T ching ti, the Seventh Emperor, reigned 17 Years. 


WHEN this Prince afcended the Throne he was 
but five Years old, and the Emprefs, his Mother, was 
entrufted with the Government. | =. 

Some of the moft powerful of the petty Sovereigns 
were then at War with each other, in‘ order to pave 
their Way to the Imperial Throne. When this young 
Prince died he was but twenty-one Years old, and his 


Brother Cang ti fucceeded him. 


Cang ti, the Eighth Emperor, reigned two Years. 


- THE fortieth Year of the Cycle this Prince a- 


{cended the Throne, and died the forty-firft Year of 
. the 
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the Cycle, in the forty-fecond Year of his Age, leav- 
ing the Crown to his eldeft Son, called Mo ti. 


Mo ti, the Ninth Emperor, reigned feventeen Years. 


THE Enmprefs was made Guardian of this young 
- Prince, who was but two Years old’ when he came to 
the Crown: As foon as he had paffed his Infancy -he 
fhewed Marks of Prudence and Wifdom far fuperior 
to his Age; he follow’d the Advice of his Minifters, 
and recover’d feveral Provinces, 

Hoyan ven, who commanded the Imperial Army, 
went into the North, and punifh’d a petty King of 
the Family of Han, who had revolted from the Em- 
peror, whofe Palace he plundered and burnt to the 
_ Ground. 

However this Punifhment did not frighten the petty 
_ Sovereigns, but they ftill continued the War with each 
- other to increafe their Dominions, in order to opin 
' the Imperial Crown. 

_ _ If the Emperor had lived he would have overcome 
- them, but he died in the nineteenth Year of his Age, 

wand the fifty-eighth of the Cycle: The Grandces 

_chofe Ngat ti, who was the Son of Tching tis the 
" feventh Emperor of this Dynatfty. | 


Ngai ti, the Tenth Emperor, reigned four Years. 


THIS Prince reign’d but four Years, and died in the Cycle 46. 
- fecond Year of the Cycle, and the twenty-fifth of his A.D. 364. 
| Age, when Ji ye, his younger Brother, was elected by 
_ the Grandees to fucceed him, 


Ti ye, the Eleventh Emperor, reigned five Years. 


The Reign of this Prince was not much longer than 
that of his Predeceffor, altho’ he lived longer ; for his 
Prime Minifter, called Houan ven, having obtained 
a great Victory in the North over the King of Yuen, 
- dethroned the Emperor, and confined him jn a Citta- 
~ el, were he lived an obfcure Life fifteen Years: He 
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* died in the forty-third Year of-his Age, and the Grane 
dees chofe in-his room Kien ‘ven ti, the laft of the Chil- 
dren of Yuen ti, the fifth. Emperor of this Dynafty. 


» Kien ven ti, the Twelfth Emperor, reigned two Years. 


HE reigned only two Years, and dying in the fifty- 
third Year of his Age was fucceeded by his Son 
“You ti. | oo : _ = 
Vou ti, the Thirteenth Emperor, reigned 24 Years. 


_ VOU TI came to the Crown: the tenth Year of 
_the Cycle: Fou kien, who was Emperor in the North, 
. fefolved to march with an Army into the South to at- 
tack the Emperor, and conquer his Provinces: His 
- Minifters advis’d him to the contrary, and to forbear 
_fuch a dangerous Enterprife, but he rejected their Ad- 
_ vice, and relying upon the Number and Bravery of 
his Soldiers; march’d immediately with a potent Ar- 
_ Vou ti, being informed of this,.drew out the braweft 
of his Men, and march’d directly towards the Enemy, 
and attack’d his Camp with fuch Bravery and Cop- 
rage, that witha handful of Men he entirely defeat- 
ed his numerous Army: The Generals of Fou kien’s 
Army being drove to defpair feiz’d him, and con- 
ducted him into a Temple, .and there ftrangled him. 
_ Notwithftanding this great Succefs of Vou ti, feve- 
ral of the fmall Sovereigns revolted, which he might 
have eafily fubdued, it he had made good ufe of his 
Victory, and march’d with his Forces into the North; 
but he return’d to ‘his Court, and-gave himfelf up to 
all manner of Luxury and fenfual Pleafures. 

This Heroe died by the Hand of a Woman for 
having, by way of Raillery, called.the Second Queen 
an old Woman, who.was but thirty Years old; this 
Princefs, being highly offended with fuch an ill-ground- 
ed Reproach, immediately revenged herfelf upon him, 
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for the Emperor was found ftifled in his own Bed, 
and Ngan i his Son fucceeded him. 


~ Ngan ti, the Fourteenth Emperor, reigned 22 Years. 


_ THE litle Merit this Prince was mafter of, his 
Andolence and want of Application, gave no hopes 
of his reftoring the Tranquility of the Empire, and 
his Reign was accordingly full of Troubles and Re- 
-volts, and perpetual Wars among the petty Sove- - 
reigns: A tGrandfon of the King of Tai defeated the 
King of Yeux, and took his Principality from him. — 
, About that time there was a Man of mean Birth, 
called Lieou you, who got his Living at firft by deal- 
ing in ‘Shoes, with which he travelled from place to 
place, but afterwards he turned Soldier, and came 
to be General-of a great Army, and was fo. powerful 
.as to ulurp the Imperial Throne ; he was the Foun- 
der of the following Dynafty ; he murdered the Em- 
.peror at the Age of thirty-feven, and Kong ti, Bro- 
ther of this Prince, fucceeded him, | 


‘ Kong ti; the Fifteenth Emperor, reigned two Years. 

THIS Prince afcended the Throne in the fifty-fixth 
Year of the Cycle, and in the fecond Year of his — 
Reign; he was ftifled or choak’d by Lieou you, who 
_afcended the Throne, and took the Name of Kao t/ou 
vou ti: Thus was the Dynafty of Z/in extinguith’d to 
-make room for that of Song, 


BSAC SSE REDS, 
_ The Eighth Dynafty, called Song, which had 
eight Emperors in the Space of 59 Years, 
» Kao tfou vou ti, the Firft Emperor, 
T HIS new Emperor had his Refidence at Nan king, 
his native Place: His Air, his Gate, his Size, in 
{hort his whole cytward Deportment had fomething 
oe Bb4 in 
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in them inexpreffibly Noble and Majeftick ; to a great 
natural Courage he join’d equal Moderation, which 
appeared principally in his Drefs, Train, and com- 
mon Meals, being in all of them remarkably frugal. 

This and the four following Dynafties are accounted 


‘finall in comparifon of the others, becaufe they con- 
tinued but very few Years ; they are called Oxtas. 


China has been hitherto divided into two Empires, 
the Northern and Southern, each having its proper 


Monarch, “ ‘ 
In the fifty-ninth Year of the Cycle Kao t/ou vou tt 


‘died, at the Age of fixty-feven : Chao tt his eldeft Son 


fucceeded him. 


Chao ti, the Second Emperor, reigned one Year, 


THO? this Prince was feventeen Years old when 
he afcended the Throne, it was foon perceived he 
wanted a manly Spirit, becaufe he delighted to bufy 


himéfelf in trifling Things: The Colao, or Prime Mi- 


nifter, took away the Crown from him, and not long 
after his Life: He was fucceeded by Vea ti, the third 
Son of the Founder of this new Dynafty. 


Ven ti, the Third Emperor,. reigned thirty Years, 


THIS Prince was efteemed on account of his 
ood Nature, Moderation, Juftice, and fingular In- 
tegrity ; he was blamed only for too great an A ffec- 
tion for the Bonzes, whofe Protector he openly de- 
clared himfelf; tHe ordained that the Magiftrates 
fhould not continue in Office above fix Years, and after 
fome other Regulations of this fort, for the Good of 
his People, he declared War againft the Emperor 
of the North, whofe Power daily increafed, having 


already fixteen petty Princes in entire Subjection to 


him, Ven ti loft the firtt Battle, but in Procefs of 


Time, by the Conduct and Bravery of Tan tao tf, 


his Prime Minifter, he obtain'd many Victories over 
that Emperor, This extraordinary Succefs of the 
4 Prime 
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Prime Minifter gain’d him no little Credit and Au- 
thority, but it rendered him obnoxious to his Ma- 
fter, who feared too powerful a Subject, and fo pro- 
cured him to be put to death. , 

The News of the Death of this great General be- 


ing fpread abroad, the Northern Men took Courage, — 


and boldly entred the Southern Provinces, renewing 
the War with more Fury thanever. Ven ti’s Troops, 
no longer commanded by that able General, were 
defeated in feveral A@tions, but inthe twenty-fixth 
_ Year of his Reign was the moft horrible Slaughter on 
both fides, infomuch that the Fields were overflow’d 
with the Blood of the Chinefe. 

At this time the Emperor of the North made a 
general Maffacre of the Bonzes in his Kingdom, and 
burnt all their Temples and Idols. Ven ti was mur- 

der’d at the Age of Thirty-five by his eldeft Son, 


and the Parricide was kil’d in his turn by his fe-' 


cond Brother, who immediately revenged his Father's 

Death, | 
Vou ti, the Fourth Emperor, reigned eleven Years. 

- THIS Prince was much addicted to Learning, 

and had the Reputation of a Scholar; he was like- 


wife well skill’d in managing a Horfe, and draw- 
ing the Bow, and diftinguifhed himfelf as a keen 


Sport{man : He was cenfured for Prodigality, and be- 


ftowing his Favours without Judgment or Diftinction:: 
Fle treated thofe about his Perfon with a Roughnefs 
little fuitable to their Rank, often ufing fharp and 
‘{curnlous Language towards them. | 

' He died in the thirty-fifth Year of his Age, and 
forty-firft of the Cycle, and / #i his eldeft Son fuc- 
ceeded him. 


Fiti, the Fifth Emperor, reigned one Year, - 


SCARCE was he upon the Throne but he 


difcover’d a cruel and bloody Difpofition; many in- 
, nocent 
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nocent ‘Perfons fuffer’d by his Orders, and at length. 
the was flain himfelf in the firft Year of his Reign. 


_ > FAiis Succeffor was Ming ti, the eleventh San of. im 


ti, the third Emperor of this Dynafty. 


 Mmg ti, the Sixth Emperor, reigned one Year. 


THIS Prince was.as barbarous and cruel as his 
Predeceffor, and put to Death thirteen young Princes 
yof the Blood, who were ‘his Nephews. As he had 
no Children of his own, he introduced Men among 
‘this Women, with a Defign to have a Male-Child, 
and :then-prefently to kill its Mother, and give the 
Child to the Emprefs, who was barren: He pre- 
sferr’d Siao tao trbing-to.the higheft Poft of the Em- 
vpire, a Man-exceedingly ambitious, and who after- 
~wards murder’d two Emperors to make his way‘ to the 


| “Fhrone. 


Ming ti died, aa was eet by Zang gos 
<vang his-eldeft Son. 


eens ngou vang, the Seventh Emperor, reigned 
_ four Years, 


iL. H ‘E rough and untraétable Temper of ‘this 
“Prince ferved to cover the Treachery and Perfidioul- 
-nef{s of Siao tao iching, who dipp’d his Hands in the 
-Blood of his young Mafter, being yet but Fifteen 
. Years of Age, when Chun ti, the third Son of Aging 


-ti, was advanced jn his Room. 
Chun ti, the Eighth Emperor, eer two Years, 


THIS young Prince proved like his Brother, 
-and fell a Sacrifice to the Ambition of the Prime Mi- 
nifter, .who murder’d him ‘in the fecond Year of his 
Reign. 

By this double Murder Siao tao tching put an end 
to the Dynafty of Song, and became the Founder of 
‘a new Dynafty call’d -7, A He reigned under the 
Name of, Kao tt, 


The 
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‘The Ninth Dynafty, called TG, which bad five 
Emperors in the Space of twenty-three Years. 


Kao ti, the Firft Emperor, reigned four Years. 


FJ E fixed his-Refidence at the City of Nin king, 
the Capital of the Province of Kiang nan, but 
the enjoy’d not long the Fruits of -his Crjymes; he 
was diftinguith’d more for Learning than Milsary 
. Actions: He yfed to fay, That if he govern’d :the 
Empire for ten Years he would make Gold as cheap 
.as Clay. -One Day, being drefs’d in a rich Habit fet 
Over with Jewels, all of a fudden he order’d them 
to be beaten to Powder, faying they were good for 
-hothing but to infpire Luxury and Pride. He died 
at the Age of fifty-four, and-was fucceeded by his eld- 
eft Son Vou ti. : 


Vou ti, the Second Emperor, reigned eleven Years. 


HIE began his Reign with a Law againit. the 
Continuation of the Mandarins in their Employments 
beyond the Term of three Years, and revived an an- 
sient Statute, which prohibited the Inter-marriages of 
Families of the fame Name. | 
. Ait this time ebere appear’d a pretended Philofo- cycle 48. 
pher, whofe Name was Fan tebin, who vented moft A.D. 484. 
pernicious Tenets hitherto unheard of, viz. That 
all ‘Events in this World are the Effect of pure 
- Chance; that after this Life the State of Mankind is 
the fame with that of Beafts.; and that the Soul dies 
‘with the Body. 
This impious. Doétrine quickly receiv’d Confu- 
‘ tation from many excellent Traéts, which were pub- - 
lifh’d in the Works of the Learned. : 


Siao 
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Siao yuen, a politick and valiant Man, was raifed 


_, tothe Dignity of Prime Minifter; he trod in the 


Steps of his Predeceffor, and fhed the Blood of his 
Matters to ufurp their Crowns. 

Vou ti died at. forty-five Years of Age, and Ming 
#1, the Brother of the Founder of this Dynatty, was 
advanced in his Room. 


Ming ti, the Third Emperor, reigned five Years. 
KAO TI, the Founder of the Dynafty, thought 


_” it beft to commit the Care and Education of his young 


Children, to his Brother Ming ti, who placed them 


 fucceffively upon the Throne, but cut them off one 
- after another in the fhort face of four Months, and 


feiz’d the Crown. 
Ming ti died at forty Years of Age, and left the 


Crown to his third Son Hoen heou. 


Hoen heou, the Fourth Emperor, reigned two Years. 


T HE Debaucheries and Cruelty of ‘this Prince, 
his Contempt of wife Counfels, and the too great 
Sway he allow’d the Eunuchs, were fo many Pre- 
tences for Siao yuen, under which to cloak his Paffion 


_ forReigning: He join’d the King of Leang, and when 
_ he had made himfelf Mafter of the Palace, fet it on 


fire, and afterwards built another more magnificent ; 


* the Emperor was dethroned, and at nineteen Years 


old kill’d by the Hands of the Prime Minifter, and 
the Traitor placed Ho #1, this unfortunate vee s Bro- 
ther, upon the Throne. 

Ho ti, the Fifth Emperor, reigned one Year, 


SJAO YUEN’s View, in placing this young 
Prince on the Throne, would not fuffer his long 


. Continuance there, for at the Year’s end he depriv'd 
him of his Life and Crown, whigh he feiz’d, and 
_ founded a new Dynatfty, 


. Tbe 
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The Tenth Dynafty, called Leang, which bad 
four kemperors in the Space of 55 Years. 





Kao tfou vou ti, the Firft Emperor, reigned forty- 
| eight Years. 


G 140 YU EN, who by his Crimes got poffef- . 
fion of the Iniperial Throne, affumed the Name’ 
of Kao t/ou vou ti; he defcended from the ancient Fa- 
mily of Siao bo, and was not without eminent Quali- 
ties, being active, laborious, and vigilant; he ma- 
nag’d all his Affairs himfelf, and difpatch’d them. 
with wonderful Readinefs ;. he was skill’d in almoft 
all the Sciences, particularly the Miliary Art, and 
was fo fevere upon himfelf, and fo thrifty, as ’tis. 
faid, that the fame Cap ferved him three Years; his 
Fondnefs at laft for the whimfical Conceits of the. 
Bonzes, carry’d him fo far as to neglect intirely the 
Concerns of the State, and to become in effect a 
Bonze himfelf: He put out an Edict forbidding to. 
kill Oxen or Sheep even for the Sacrifices, and ap- 
pointed ground Corn to be offered inftead of Beatfts. 
. In the fifteenth Year of his Reign he laid Siege to the 
City of Cheou yang in the Province of Chan fi, which. 
lafted ten Years, and an incredible Number of Men: 
perifh’d in it by Sword and Famine. _ 
_. At this time happen’d the entire Ruin of the Em-. 
pire of the North, called Guei; this vaft Dominion. 
was divided between two Sovereigns, one having the. 
- Eaftern, the other the Weftern Part, butat laftit came 
into the Hands of the King of Zf and Zcheou: The 
Emprefs of the North, named Hou, caufed a Monaftery. 
of vaft Extent to be built, wherein a thoufand Bonzes 
might dwell, and gave it the Name of Yong ching, 
1. € 
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i. ¢. Perpetual Peace. F or twenty-fix Years the Em- 
peror govern’d with Succefs, till a Whim took him 


to leave the Court, and live in the Temple of the 
* Bonzes; where he had: his Head faved, worea.coarfe: 


Garment, and lived upon Herbs and Rice: The 
Grandees of the Empire.went to fetch him out, and 
brought him back by force to his Palace, but this 


- made no Alteration in him, for he ftill: continued to 


live after the manner of the Bonzes. According 
to the Doctrine of Tranfmigration of Souls, he could 
net put any Criminal to death, tho’ ever fo much de- 
ferving of it, fo that this Impunity increas’d Licen- 


‘ tioufnefs, and produced infinite Murders and Rob- 


beries. Kien oven, the Prime Mintfter, being grieved 
that he was. forc’d to ferve an Ufurper, refufed all 
Nourifhment, and ftarv’d himfelf; a kind of Death 


_ very commen among the Chinefe; when the Report 


of his Death came to the Emperor's Ears, he cry’d 
out, Don’t I: hold my Crown from Ged? Am I be- 
holden to the Grandees of the Empire? What Reafon 
then bad this miferable Man to deftroy bimfelf ? 

Heou king, who was King of Ho nan, and the Em- 
peror’s Vaffal, revolted fuddenly, and making: him- 
felf Mafter of Nan king, feiz’d’ the. Emperor, who 
appearing before his Conqueror with a firm and 
fteddy. Countenance, and without the leaft Foken of 
Concern, the Rebel, tho’ naturally ftout, was fcarce 
able to look his Mafter in the Face, and fo moved, 
that the Sweat ran down in Drops; F could not bave 
believed, {aid he, that it was fo difficult to refift a Powen 
which Heaven bas eftablifh’d; fo that he durft not 
imbrue his Hands in the Bloed of the old Man, but 
contented himfelf to ftarve him by degrees, by cutting 
off fome Part of his Suftenance every Day. There were 
great Encomiums made at this time on the filtal Af- 


_ fection of a young Man fifteen Years of Age, call’d 


Kie fuen, whofe Father being condemn’d for Of- 
fences committed in his Magiftracy, Kie fen, as foon 
oe : he? as 
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as he was inform’d thereof, went and threw himfelg: 
at the Feet of the Prince, intreating him with Tears: 


to accept the Offer he made of fuffering in his Fa-.. 
ther’s ftead; the Prince examin’d hint ftrictly, te ©. 


know if he was im earneft, and if he made: this Of. 
fer of his own accord; but when he was affured of 


the Sincerity of his Refolution, in confideration of | 


fuch remarkable Tendernefs, he pardon’d. the Father,, 
and conferr’d a Title of Honour upon the Son, 
which yet he conftantly refufed for this. Reafen, 
Becaufe the Title wherewith he was honour’d would 
continually call to mind his Father’s Faults. 
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. Kao tfon vou ti calling for a little Homey to take Cycle 49. 
away the bitter Tafte he had in his Mouth, and be-A.D.544- 


ing deny’d it, he died immediately, at fourfcore and 
fix Years of Age, and was fucceeded by his third Soa 
Kien ven tt. . 


| Kien ven ti, the Second Emperor, reigned three Years. © 


Hreou king did not fuffer this Emperor to fit lone 
upon the Throne, for he feiz’d his Perfon. in the fe- 
‘cond Year of his Reign, and murder’d him, af- 
* fuming the Title of Emperor, but hardly preferv’d 


it one Year. Kien ven ti, when kill’d, was forty- 
mine Years of Age, and was fucceeded by Yuen i the . 


feventh Son of the Founder of the Dynafty. 
Yuen ti, the Third Emperor, reigned three Years. 


‘£CHIN PA STEN, hewg Sovereign of :a 
fmall Principality, and at the fame time Prime Mi- 
nifter of the Empire, went-and attack’d Heou hing, 
and cut off both him and his Army: This: Prime 
Minifter alfo revolted in his turn, and laid Siege to 
iNan king, where the Emperor refided, who was tae 
ken up with. the Vagaries of the Sect of Lao hiun, 
of which he was fottifhly fond; at the News of this 
Revolt he took Arms, .and went round the Walls 
of the City, .but. feeing all was. given over. - a 
22 , 2OKC | 
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broke his Sword, and burnt his Library, which con- 
fifted of 140000 Volumes, faying, ‘There was an 
end, for the future, both of the Sciences and Mili- 
tary Art. After this the Rebel made hitfelf Ma- 


fter of the City, and Yuen ti, mounted on a white — 


Horfe, went and furrendered himfelf' into the Hands 
of his Conqueror, who flew him at the Age of forty- 
feven, and King ti his ninth Son fucceeded him. 


King ti, the Fourth Emperor, reigned two Years. 


IN the thirteenth Year of: the Cycle. this Prince 
was advanced to the Imperial Dignity, which hé held 
not above two Years, the Murderer of his Father 
difpatching him likewife when he was yet but fixteen 
Years old; with this Prince fell the Dynafty of Le- 
ang, and Ichin pa fien, the Founder of the Dynafty 
of Zchin, made himfelf Mafter of the Empire, ta- 
king the Name of Kao t/ou vou ti: In the fame Year 


the Emperor of that Part of the North, called Zcheox, 


caufed:all the Temples of the Bonzes, and their Idols, 
to be’burnt. | | Ps 


Ihe Eleventh Dynafty, called Tchin, which bad 


five Emperors in the Space of 33 Years. 
Kao tfo vou , the Firff Emperor, reigned 3 Years. 


HIS new Emperor was defcended from chin 
che, the famous General, who diftinguifh’d him- 
felf by his glorious AGtions in War, under the fifth 
Houfe of Han; he was a Lover of Learning, and 
fond of the Bonzes ; but Death in a little time de- 
priv’d him of that Crown, which he had obtained by 
a double Murder, for he wore it no longer than three 
Years, dying in the fifty-ninth of his Age, and 
Ss - the 
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’ ” Fiuen tfong, the Sixth. Emperor, reigned 44. Years, 


_ T.HE good Nature of this Prince, his Difcretion, 
fingular Temperance, and Zeal for the Publick Good, 
gave prefently great Hopes of the Felicity of his Reign. 
He became the Reftorer of his Family, which was 
upon the Brink of Ruin; but -he committed one 
Fault almoft irreparable, in promoting one of the 
Eunuchs, called Kao lie fe, to be Mafter of the Pa- 
lace; without doubt he did not forefee the Misfor- 
tunes which the Power of the Eunuchs- would one 
day draw upon him and his Succeffors. 

The Chriftian Religion began to recover and flou- 
rifh under this and the three fucceeding Reigns. 
Hiuen tfong \ooked upon Luxury as the Bane of Cycte <2. 
good Manners, and declared himfelf an, open EFne-A.D.724. 
my to it, and publifh’d an Edict forbidding to fith 
for Pearls. One Day he caufed all the Gold and 
Silver Veffels, together with all the Cloths imbroi- 
dered with Gold, to be brought out and burnt be- 
fore the Gate ‘of the Palace, in order to reftrain, by 
his own Example, the Extravagance of his Peo- 
ple, who ruin’d themfelves by their coftly Expences, 
He eftablifhed in his Palace a College, confifting of 
forty of the moft learned Doctors of the Empire ; 
which Body of Men affords Hiftoriographers, V ifitors. 
of Provinces, Governors, Viceroys, &c. He fought 
out the ancient Books which treated of the Military 
Science, and had them revifed for the training up of 
Soldiers : He vifited one day the Houfe where Cov- 
_ fucius was born, and honoured that great Man with 
the Title of King of Learning : It was wifhed that 
this Prince had complied with the Counfels which 
Yuen tchao his Prime Minifter gave him; for in a 
Memorial which he prefented to him he advifed him, 
among other things, to confer no publick Employ- 
ment upon the Eunuchs, to grant no Power to his 
Relations, to extirpate the idolatrous Sects of Fee and 
Vou. I. Dd Tit, 
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Tao, €Sc. but he gave no ear to thefe wife Counfels : 
This Emperor was the firft who honoured with a Title 
of petty King or Sovereign the Generals of his Ar- 
mies, who had moft diftinguifhed themfelves, or done 


Fre 


the greateft Service to the State, tho’ they were not of | 


Imperial Blood. When he vifited his Empire he di- 
vided it into fifteen Provinces. 

He placed in his Palace, with great Solemnity, the 
Statue of Lao kiun, Author of one of the Sects which 
are found in China, whofe Difciples, as well as the 
Bonzes, .ufed to burn at Funerals Silk-Stuffs, and 
Ingots of Silver. The Emperor, by the Advice of 
his Brother Van yu, altered this Cuftom, and com- 
manded that for the future they fhould burn none 
but Stuffs or Cloths made of Paper, which is ftill in 
ufe among the-Bonzes. It was almoft thirty Years 


___ that the Empire enjoyed profound Peace, but it was 


at laft difturbed by frefh Infurre¢tions, and the Impe- 
rial Army was entirely defeated with the Lofs of 
70000 Men, } 

The Emperor knew nothing of all this, for the 
Paffages to the Throne were kept fhut by the Eunuchs: 
The Chief of the Rebels was a foreign Prince, Ngan 
lo chan, whom the Emperor, in fpite of the Oppofi- 
tion of his Minifters, had raifed to the higheft Offices, 
and entrufted with the Command of his Troops: This 
Traitor, imboldened by his Succeffes, and feeing him- 
felf Mafter of a great Part of the North, had the In- 
folence to affume the Title of Emperor. There was 
Difturbance within the Palace as well as without, for 
the Emperor divorced his Wife, put three of his Chil- 
dren to Death upon flight Grounds, and married his 
Daughter-in-law. As one Misfortune often draws 
another, fo the Difafters which happened encouraged 
a Company of Robbers to get together, who attacking 
the Imperial Army routed-it, and killed 40000 Men; 
the Emperor was forced to fly, and retire into the Pro- 
vance of Se tchuen. | 5 
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So tfong, the Seventh Emperor, reigned Six Years. 
TOWARDS the End of the thirty-third Year 


of the Cycle, Hiuen tfong made his ignominious Re- _ 


treat, and So t/ong took Pofleffion of the Government, 
tho’ his Father was ftill living: He wasa warlike 
Prince, who, with the help of his Prime Minifter Ko 
tfou y, entirely overthrew the Army of Robbers, and 
difperfed them. The Publick Tranquility was no 
fooner fettled, but he brought home his Father from 
the Province of Se tchuen, and conducted him into 
the Palace with all the Honours due to his Rank ; but 
he did not long enjoy the Repofe which his Son pro- 
cured him, for he died in the thirty-eighth of the Cycle, 
and the feventy-eighth of his Age. Neverthelefs Ngan 
lo chan plundered the Palace of Tchang ngan, and 
with the Riches, which he conveyed into the Province 
of Ho nan, he bought an hundred Elephants and 
Horfes, which had been- taught to dance to the Sound 
of Inftruments, and to prefent to the Emperor a Cup 


~ which they held in their Trunks. Ngan lo chan hada 


. mind to procure himfelf this Diverfion ; but as if thefe 


Beafts had refufed to acknowledge him for Emperor, in 
that they could never be drawn to do what he defired, 


he was fo inraged that he ordered them to be killed 


upon the Spot. The Perfidioufnefs of this Traitor, 


who made ufe of his Mafter’s Favour to ruin him, was | 


not long unpunifhed, for he was killed in his Bed by 


his own Son. The Parricide was murdered in his — 


turn by Se mong, General of the Army, who, being 
defirous to make the youngeft of his Children his 
Heir, was likewife killed by his eldeft Son. So tong 
died in the thirty-ninth Year of the Cycle, and lett 
the Crown to his Son Lai t/ong. | 


Tai tfong, the Eighth Emperor, reigned 17 Years. 


T HE Beginning of this Reign profpered very welt 
by the Care of able Minifters, in whom the Emperor 
| | Dd 2 placed 
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placed ‘his Confidence; the Rebels were forced to re- 
turn to their Obedience, and Peace was reftored in Q 
the Empire: But it was of fhort Continuance, for five 
of the moft powerful Kings fhook off the Yoke, and, 
refufing to acknowledge the Emperor for their Matter, 
pretended to reign abfolutely independent. | 

A Mandarin called Fou hou tfien, finding himfelf at 
the Point of Death, ordered his Head to be fhaved 
after the manner of the Bonzes, whofe Protector he 
was, and defired to be interred according to their Ce- 
remonies : We fhall fee this Example afterwards co- 
pied by many Grandees of the Empire, in the nine- 
teenth Dynaifty. 

In theeighth Year of this Reign morethan 200000 
Jartars made an Irruption into the Empire, and forced 
the Emperor to fly: His Palace was plundered, and 
thefe Barbarians, loaded with immenfe Treafures, re- 
tired into their own Country. The Emperor, with the 
Affiftance of the famous Ko t/ou y, came back again to 
his Palace; the Elogium of this great General is ta 
be feen upon the Stone-Monument which I fpoke of 
more than once; there his Liberality is mentioned 
with Praife, and that he contributed much to his own 
Credit and Intereft, by erecting Temples to the True 
God; fome alfo conjeéture that he had embraced 
Chriftianity, The fame Monument gives an account, 
that on the Day of our Saviour’s Nativity the Em- 
peror fent rich Perfumes to the Church, and Fruits 
from his own Table to the Minifters of the Gofpel. 
Tai tfong died in the fifty-third Year of his Age, and 
was fucceeded by Te ¢/ong his eldeft Son, : 


Te tfong, the Ninth Emperor, reigned 25 Years. 


THE Enmpire found no great Support from this 
Prince, for he paffed his Time in trifling Employ- 
"ments, was of a timorous Nature, extremely miftrutt- 
ful, and ready to lend an Ear to Flatterers: He was 
applauded for refufing to receive Prefents from Stran- 
CIS, 
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gers, which was look’d upon as a happy Omen: Zhe 
beft Augury I can bave, fays he, 1s to fee Wife Men a- 
bout me. He fhewed one Sign of Difintereftednefs, 
which gained great Commendation: When a great 
Sum of Money was offered him, inftead of receiving it 
he ordered it to be diftributed among his Soldiers. 

In the third Year of this Reign the famous Ko Cycle 53: 

tfou y, who had rendered fuch important Service to A.D.784. 
_ the Empire, ‘died in the eighty-fifth Year of his Age ; 
he had been Prime Minifter under four Emperors, 
and fo great was the Reputation of his Probity, that 
it was univerfally faid He had not his Equal for ma- 
ny Ages: Such Confidence. was placed in this Mini- 
‘fter, that it may be truly affirm’d, That the Fate of 
the reigning Family was in his Hands: Tho’ he at- 
tained to the higheft Honours, and had acquired im- 
menfe Riches, yet Envy it felf revered him, and he 
never felt its Stroke, and tho’ he kept a fplendid 
Houfe, his Liberality exceeded his Magnificence. He 
left eight Children, who all made themfelves memo- 
rable by the Honour with which they difcharged the 
different Pofts their Merit had raifed them to. China 
mourned three Years for this great Man, whom fhe 
bewailed as her common Father. : 
The. Power of the Eunuchs became fo formidable, 
and their Infolence increafed to fo great a degree, that 
on all fides there was nothing but Revolts talked of, 
and the Emperor was obliged to levy a great num- 
ber of frefh Troops to augment his Army, and to 
double the Taxes to maintain them: There was even 
a Tax laid upon Tea, which is the common Drink 
of the Chinefe. Thefe extraordinary Impofitions ex- 
afperated all Perfons, and the extreme Poverty of the 
People occafioned infinite Thefts and Robberies: By 
good Fortune the Imperial Arms were victorious every 
where, and the Rebels being defeated Peace was re- 
eftablifhed, and the People relieved. The Empe- 
ror at laft attributed the Wars and Calamities to 
his own ill Deftiny, and added, that part of thefe 
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Misfortunes was foretold him by the Aftrologers: 
Li mie, his Prime Minifter, made Anfwer, ‘* Prince, 
«© Jeave this kind of Talk to the Ignorant and Vulgar, 
«© tis not convenient for you and me to ufe it; for 
‘¢ according as we govern the State well or ill, fo we 
‘© render our own Deftiny happy or unhappy.” This 
Prince died at the Age of fixty-four, in the twenty- 
firft Year of the Cycle; he had for his Succeffor Chun 
tfong his Son. 


Chun tfong, the Tenth Emperor, reigned one Year. 


THERE was reafon enough to hope for a 
happy Reign under this new Emperor, but he being at- 
tacked by a grievous Diftemper, for which he could 
find no Remedy, abdicated the Crown, and delivered 
it to his Son Htex t/ong. 


Hien thong, the Eleventh Emperor, reigned 15 Years.’ 


THIS Prince had wonderful Penetration, Under- 
ftanding, and Skill in dif-entangling and difpatching 
the moft difficult Affairs, and a Firmnefs of Mind, 
which no Confideration could conquer, in carrying 
on whaf he once undertook, and he gave folid Proofs 
of his Affection for his People in a time of Famine, 
by opening his Treafures and publick Granaries 
in favour of the afflicted Provinces: He fent the 
Grandees of his Court to inform themfelves of the 
Condition of his People, and to relieve them in pro- 
portion to their Want. Inthe thirty-fixth Year of the 
Cycle, he ordered the Finger-bone of the Idol Fue 
to be brought in great Pomp from the Province of 
Chen fi: The Chief Tribunal of Ceremonies ftrongly 
oppofed this whimfical Refolution of the Emperor, 
boldly alledging that the execrable Remains of this 


_ Idol ought to be burnt; as they firmly perfifted in 


their Determination, without regarding the Difpleafure 
of the Emperor, many of them were degraded, which 
is acommon Punifhment of the great Mandarins of 


the Empire: He fell into another piece of Folly, 


which 
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which coft him his Life; for having fought every — 


_ where after the A pape Liquor of Immortality, 
which the Seét of Yao promis’d, to which he was de- 

voted, the Eunuchs prefented this Drink to him, and 

it was believ’d that they poifon’d him, for this unhap- 

py Prince, after he took it, dy’d fuddenly at the 

ae of Forty-three, and his Son Mo t/ong fucceeded 
im. | 

Mo tfong, the Twelfth Emperor, reigned 14 Years. 


THE Choice which the laft Emperor made of 
his Son Mo tfong to fucceed him, was at firft oppofed 
by certain Lords, who had a Defign to place another 
Prince upon the Throne, but their Projects mifcarry- 


ing they were put to death; and now fecing himfelf. 


in quiet Poffeffion of the Crown, he granted, accord- 
ing to Cuftom, a general Amnefty, and by paying 
too much Deference to the Advice of fome of his 
Courtiers, he had the Imprudence to disband Part of 
his Troops ; the Hardfhips which thefe difmiffed Sol- 
diers underwent, obliged them to take Refuge among 
the Robbers, whofe Number they increas’d. It was 
under this Prince that the Imperial Family of Zang 
began to decline from that State of Splendor which it 
had hitherto maintained, and the following Princes 
completed its Ruin. | 


He died at the Age of Thirty, after he had taken. 


a Medicine which had been prepared for him: His 


Son King tfong fucceeded him in the following Year, 


which was the forty-fecond of the Cycle. 
King tfong, the Thirteenth Emperor, reigned two Years. 


IT was by the Election of the Eunuchs, who 
were now become Matters, that King t/ong mounted 
the Throne; and by the fame Authority which they 
had ufurp’d, they depriv’d him of the Government 
not long after, in order to confer it on the Emprefss 
Mother: The childifh Behaviour of this young 
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Prince, and his Irregularities, were the Motives they. — 
made ule of to difpoffefs him, and to leave him no 
more than the empty Title of Emperor: This Prince 
returning from Hunting went into his Apartrhent to 
change his Cloaths, when the Candles being fuddenly 
put out he was murder’d by the Eunuchs at the Age 


- of eighteen Years, who placed his Brother Ven t/ong 
~ in his Room. 


Ven tfong, the Fourteenth Emperor, reigned four- 
teep Years. 


THIS Prince had an Affection for Men of Let- 
ters, and the Sages of his Empire: He bore with 
Impatience the Power. of the Eunuchs, and in the 
ninth Year of his Reign he took private Meafures to 
deftroy them ; but the Eunuchs, perceiving the Snares 
which were laid for them, fell immediately with fo 
much Fury upon the Minifters, and the Guards. of 


_the Palace, that they flew above a thoufand Men, 


and many Families entirely perifh’d. Thefe Misfor- 
tunes, and ftill others greater which the Emperor fore- 
faw, overwhelm’d him with Sorrow fo fenfibly, that 


he often endeavour’d to divert it, or drown it in Wine; 


but in fpite of all his Endeavours, Grief feiz’d his Spi- 
rits to that degree that he decay’d infenfibly, and at Jaft 


_ died of a Confumption in the fifty-feventh Year of 


the Cycle. The Eunuchs, who now took upon them 


.to nominate Emperors, never thought of the Son of 
the Deceafed, but chofe his Brother called Vou t/fong, 
- who was the fifth Son of the twelfth Emperor of this 


Dynatty. 
Vou tfong, che Fifteenth Emperor, reigned fix Years, 


T HE fuperior Qualifications of this Prince ju- 
{tify’d the Preference they gave him before the Son 
of the laft Emperor; he had an Inclination for War, 
and dreaded neither Danger nor Fatigue; he drove 
the Zartars out of the Province of Chan fi, who had 

, a forti- 
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fortify’d themfelves in that Place, and cleared feveral 
Provinces of the Empire of the Robbers, who got 
_ together in Troops, and made great Havock therein : 

He had an exquifite Judgment, which feldom de- 
ceived him in the Choice he made of his Minifters ; 
*twas he who eftablifh’d, or rather reviv’d a Law, 
which is ftill obferved, that obliges alt the Mandarins 
of the Imperial City to do their Duty, upon whom 
the other Mandarins difperfed in the Provinces are de- 
pendent ; this Law enjoins that every five, or at leaft 
feven Years, the Conduét of the chief Officers of the 
Empire, in the Execution of their Charge, fhould be 
ftrictly examined into ; and it is a conftant Practice, 
that every one of thefe Mandarins fhould deliver in 
Writing a fincere and’particular Confeffion of all the 
Faults he has been guilty of, and intreat the Emperor’s 
Pardon ; and if it happen’d that in this humble Con- 
feffion, which they were obliged to make, they ex- 
cufed their Faults, or difguifed and extenuated their 
Guilt, they had then no Favour to expect, and were 
inevitably deprived of their Employments. 
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This Emperor did not live long enough for the Cycle 4. 
Good of his People, being but thirty-three Years old 4 D.844. 


when he died, which happened in the third Year of this 
new Cycle. The Eunuchs rejeéted his Son, and in 
his ftead elected Suen t/ong, the youngeft Son of the 
eleventh Emperor of this Dynafty. 


Suen tfong, the Sixteenth Emperor, reigned 
thirteen Years. 


°T IS probable that the fender Capacity, which 
this Prince difcovered in his Infancy, induced the Eu- 
nuchs:-to prefer him to all others, rightly judging that 
the lefs capable the Emperor was of governing him- 
felf, the more they would be Mafters; but they were 
miftaken, for Suen tfong was no fooner upon the 
Throne but he appeared another Man, and all the 


Qualities which conftitute a great Prince fhined in him : 
| . His 


A10 


The GENERAL History of 


Q His Wifdom, Judgment, Moderation, Equity, Ap- 


plication to Affairs, and Love for his People, made 
them look upon him as a perfeft Copy of Tai tong, 
the fecond Emperor of the Dynafty, whofe Memo- 
ry was ftill revered throughout the Empire: What- 
ever Merit. this Prince had, he could not curb the 
Power of the Eunuchs: His Prime Minifter, Hou 
tao, prefented a Memorial to him, in which he advifed 
him to be inexorable with regard to thofe Eunuchs 
who fhould commit any Fault, and not to fupply the 
Places of thofe who die, that their Number leffening 
by little and little, it might be more eafy to deftroy 
them; this Project, being difcovered by the Eu- 
nuchs, produced mortal Enmities between them and 
the Miniter, the Troubles growing greater than 
ever. The Chizefe Writers blame this Prince for ad- 
mitting to his Court the Sectaries of Yao, in order to 
procure, by their means, the pretended Drink which 
renders Men immortal, upon which one of his Mi- 
nifters reprefented to him, that the beft Method to. 
procure himfelf a long and happy Life was to. con- 
troul his Appetites, fubdue his Paffions, and practife 
Virtue: Moft of the Emperors, your Predeceffors, add- 
ed he, «would bave arrived to extreme old Age, if they 
had followedjthe Advice which I give you: Scarce had 
he ‘taken the Drink which the Sectaries gave him, 
but he faw himfelf devoured by Worms which 
fwarm’d in his Body, and in few Days after he 
died, at the Age of fifty Years, being fucceeded by 
his Son Y t/ong, who was elected by the Eunuchs, 


Y tfong, the Seventeenth Emperor, reigned 
fourteen Years. 


THE Haughtinefs and Pride of this Prince, his 
Prodigality, Luxury, and exceffive Debaucheries 
raifed a general Cry againft him: Jn the fourteenth 
Year of his Reign he brought into his Palace, in 
great Pomp, a Bone of the Idol Fue, and three 

Months 
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Months after dy’d, at the Age of thirty-one Years, 
The Chinefe Writers attribute his Death, and the Trou- 
bies which follow’d, to his extravagant Paffion for 
this Idol: The Eunuchs placed his Son Hi t/ong in 
his Room. . 


Hi tfong, the Eighteenth Emperor, reigned 
| fifteen Years. | 

THE Eunuchs, who were abfolute Mafters, fet- 

tled this Prince upon the Throne, being but twelve 

Years old. He fpent his Time in Play and Mufick, 

in Riding and Shooting, while on all fides, but efpe- 

cially in the Northern Provinces, there was nothing 


to be feen but Tumults and Revolts ; the Taxes 


wherewith the People were loaded, the Famine caufed 
by the overflowing of Rivers, and by the Grafs-hop- 
ay which deftroy’d the Corn, increafed the Num- 

r of the Rebels ; Hoan t/iao, who was of the Pro- 
vince of Chan tong, being at the Head of them, went 
and laid Siege to the Imperial City, and having drove 
-his Sovereign away, caufed himfelf to be proclaimed 
Emperor: A young Man twenty-eight Years old, 
called. Li ke yong, to whom was given the Name of 
Zo yen long, becaufe he had but one Eye, command- 
ed the Imperial Troops, and attack’d the Captain of 
the Rebels; at firft he was repuls’d, but: rallying his 
Soldiers, he return’d to the Charge with,fo much Fu- 
ry that he obtain’d acompleat Victory, and brought 
the Emperor back in Triumph to his Palace; for 
thefe Services he was rewarded with the Principality of 
Zfin, and his Son became the Founder of the fifteenth 
Dynatty. : 


The Emperor did not enjoy the Fruit of this Vic- 
tory above three Months, for he dy’d in the forty- 
fifth Year of the Cycle, at the Age of twenty-feven, 
and the Eunuchs fet the Imperial Crown on the 
Head of {chao t/ong, who was the laft Emperor’s fixth 
Son. 


Tchao 
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Tchao tfong, the Nineteenth Emperor, reigned 
. fixteen Years. 


THIS Prince, who wanted neither Underftand- 
ing nor Courage, fhewed great Marks of his Efteem 
for Men of Learning, and for his principal Mi- 
nifters of State, hoping, by their help, to be able 
to reftore by degrees the Affairs of the Empire, 
which were in a very bad Situation, by reafon of the 
great Authority the Eunuchs had ufurped, and of the 
Multitude of People who every where were difpofed 
to revolt ; in order to this, he judg’d it moft neceffa- 
ry to begin with the Deftruction of the Eunuchs; 
but as he was confidering of the moft proper Methods 
to bring this about the Eunuchs, fufpeéting his De- 
figns, came fuddenly upon him with a great num- 


ber of Soldiers well armed, feized his Perfon, and 


fhut him up in a remote Apartment under a fure 
Guard, leaving a Hole in the Wall through which 
to convey Victuals to him; the Prime Minifter, T/ou 
yu, having difcover’d the Place where the Emperor 
was confined, fent thither a number of refolute Fel- 
lows well.armed, who flew the Guards, releas’d the 
Emperor, and’ brought him to his Palace. chou 
uen, Captain of the Band of Robbers, being invited 
by the Prime Minifter to come to the Emperor’s 
Succour agginft the Eunuchs, arriv’d juft at the 
time that this Prince publifh’d an Edict for extirpa- 
ting the Eunuchs, referving only thirty of the 
youngeft of them for the fervile Offices ‘of his 
Palace, and executed this Commiffion with fuch Ri- 
gour, that many hundreds of the Eunuchs were maf- 
facred. chou uen had appeared loyal hitherto, but 
Ambition, which feized his Heart, rendered him 


treacherous foon after; he killed the Prime Minifter 


who was fo ftrongly attach’d to his Prince, and ob- 
liged the Emperor to remove his Court from the Pro- 
vince of Chen fi to that of Ho nan, and the Empe- 

Le ror 
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ror had no fooner eftablifh’d his: new Court there, 


but the Traitor Zchou uen murder’d him, which hap- . 


pen’d in the firft Year of the Cycle, and in the thirty- 
eighth Year of this Prince’s Age. The Rebel im- 
mediately placed the Imperial Crown on the Head 
of Tchao fuen tfong, Son of the deceafed Emperor, till 
he could take it himfelf with Safety. 


Be : 
‘Tchao fuen tfong, tbe Twentieth Emperor, reigned . 
two Years. 


‘ 


THIS young Prince was fcarce two Years upon 
the Throne, when feeing plainly that he fhould be fa- 
crificed, as well as his Father, to the Ambition of the 
perfidious chou uen, chofe voluntarily to refign the 
Crown to him to prevent his committing a frefh 
Crime, and to fave his own Life: The Ufurper, 
who took the Name of Tai tfou, gave him a Princi- 
pality, which he held no longer than three Years, be- 
ing kill’d at the ae of Seventeen, and with him 
ended the Family of Zang. The Five following are 
counted by the Chinefe as {mall Dynafties, as well as 
the Five which precede the Dynaity of Zang; they 
call thefe Heou ou tat, 1. e. The five latter Dynafties 5 
they refemble the former in Wars, Revolts, and Par- 
ricides, which fo often ftained the Throne ; but they 
differ in the Number of Princes, and in the Time of 
their Duration. The five former reckon twenty-four 
Emperors in the fpace of 198 Years, whereas thefe 
Jatter lafted not one Cycle, and reckon. no more than 
thirteen Emperors : The warlike Nation called Sie 
tan, inhabiting the Country which goes at this time 
by the Name of Leao tong, being exceedingly increa- 
fed by many Colonies that came from Corea, created 
much Trouble to the following Emperors, — 


wre Bi 
Weds or 


The 


ATZ. 
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Tai tfou, the Firft Emperor, reigned fix Years. 


DUR! NG thefe Times of Confufion many 
Principalities fell off by degrees from the Body 
of the Empire, and every one .of thefe Sovereigns 
govern’d his own petty State according to his own 
Fancy, yet without difcontinuing his Homage to the 
Emperor : Yai t/ou fixed his Court in the Province-of 
Ho nan, but did not long wear the Crown which he 
had ufurp’d by fo much Treachery, being murder’d 
at the Age of fixty-two Years by his eldeft Son, but 
fucceeded by his third Son Mo #t. | 


Mo ti, the Second Emperor, reigned ten Years. 


MO TI was only a petty Prince; when he heard 
the News of his Father’s Death, he inftantly march’d 
at the Head of his Forces and engag’d his Brother’s 
Army, which he intirely defeated, kill’d the Parricide, 
and afcended the Throne the tenth Year of the Cy- 
cle. Towards the thirteenth Year a barbarous Peo- 
ple of the North, called Sie saz, who afterwards were 
named Leao, laid the Foundation of their Govern- 
ment, which in the fpace of 209 Years reckons a 
Succeffion of nine Princes. - : 

Ichouang tfong, Son of the famous Warrior Li ke 
yong beforemention’d, who had done fuch Service to 
the State under the eighteenth Emperor, took advan- 
tage of thefe Troubles to gain a Crown, which he 
found himfelf more worthy to wear than the Ufur- 
per; he commanded an always victorious Army, and 
having taken feveral Towns he engag’d the Empe- 
rors Army, which was cut to Pieces: Mo #7 in 


| Defpair 
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Defpair flew himfelf, and with him his Family was 
extinct. a 


The Fifteenth Dynafty, called Heou Fang, con- 
taining four Emperors inthe Space of 13 Years. 





Tchouang tfong, the Firft- Emperor, reigned 
three Years. 


T CHOUANG TSONG inherited the Martial 
Temper of his Father, being inured to the Hard- 
fhips of War from his Youth: In all his Campaigns 
he lay on the Ground, and for fear of fleeping too 
long wore a Bell about his Neck. : 
This Prince would have deferv’d a Place among the 
greateft Heroes of his Country, if he had not obfcur’d 
the Glory of his earlier Years by Idlenefs and Luxury ; 
he not only delighted in feeing Plays, but:would alfo 
debafe himfelf fo low as to act a Part to give a tri- 
fling Diverfion to his Queens and Children; and he 
employ’d his Time in fo many other frivolous Amufe- 
ments, that he was defpifed by his Subjects: He was 
moreover fo fordidly covetous, that altho” he was imn- 
menfely rich, yet he would never open his Coffers for - 
the Relief of his People. : 

At length, in a Sedition of the Army, he was 
wounded by an Arrow, of which he dy’d the twenty- 
fecond Year of the Cycle; but it is not known whe- | 
ther the Stroke was given by Defign or Chance: 
Ming tfong was elected Emperor by the Grandees. 


_ 


_ Ming tfong, the Second Emperor, reigned eight Years. 


THE Father of the late Emperor had adopted 

- Ming tfong, tho’ he was not a Native of theEmpire : 
This Prince had acquired a general Efteem, and he 
perfe¢tly anfwer’d the People’s Expectations ; - - 
chiefly 
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chiefly prais’d for his Liberality, Moderation, Love 
of Peace, and a particular Affection for his Subjects : 
Tho’ he was illiterate, he gave frequent Marks of 
his Efteem for Learned Men: Tue ART or Prinr- 
ING WAS INVENTED IN HIS REIGN. 

The Chinefe Writers alfo prarfe his Piety and Mo- 
defty, and affirm that every Night he burnt Per- 
fumes to the Honour of the Lord of Heaven, and im- 
plor’d his. Affiftance in thefe Words, ‘‘ I was born 
‘© a Barbarian, in a favage Country, yet in the 
<< midft of the Troubles that difturb’d this Empire 
«< T was chofen to govern it: J make but one Re- 
<< queft, which is, that the heavenly Majefty would 
<< condefcend to watch over my Conduct, and fend 
¢* me wife and experienced Men, whofe Counfel may 
‘s aid me to govern without Error:’? And indeed 
he had always in his Palace a great Number. of, wife 


‘Men, by whofe Counfel he made many excellent Re- 


gulations, and, among others, that which excludes 
Eunuchs from all publick Employments. 

The fame Writers attribute to the Piety of this 
Prince the Birth of that illuftrious Man, who was after- 
wards the Founder of the nineteenth Dynafty, the 
profound Peace the Nation enjoy’d, and the Plenty 


_ which reign’d in all the Provinces of the Empire : 
Among the many wife Counfellors of this Prince, a 


Colao, named Fong tao, 1s highly praifed for his great 
Knowledge and Integrity: He ufed to fay, ‘* ‘That 
<< a State 1s to be govern’d with the Care and Pene- 
<< tration that is required of a Perfon that manages a 
<< Horfe: I have often (faid he) travelled on Horfe- 
¢* back in very rough and mountainous Countries, 
** and never got any Hurt, always taking care to 
“¢ keep a ftiff Rein; but in the fmootheft Plains, 
© thinking the fame Care needlefs, and letting loofe the 
“¢ Reins, my Horfe has ftumbled and put me in dan- 
** ger; the Government of a State is the fame Cafe, 
* for when it is in the moft flourifhing Condition, a 

— &© Prince 


wv 


al 
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him. 
— Ven ti, the Second Emperor, reigned feven Years. 


. VEN TT lived always privately, without con- 


cerning himfelf in Affairs till the Moment he was 
made Emperor ; but it was foon perceiv’d -he had the 


proper Qualities of'a great Prince, by the Affection © 


he bore to his Subjects, and the Trouble he took in 
determining their Lawfuits himfelf, and bringing 
them to a fpeedy Iffue: He ordered a Drum to 
beat within the Palace to diftinguifh each Hour of 
the Night, which Cuftom is obferved to this Day. 
The fmall Merit he difcerned in his Son made him 
refolve to choofe the King of Neaz tching, his Brother, 
for his Succeffor in the Empire; but the Prime Mi- 


nifter and Grandees making ftrong Reprefentations to' 


him againft it, he alrer’d his Intention. 

The Emperor of that Part of the North called 
Tcheou, revived at this time an ancient Cuftom, 
which was to maintain at the publick Charge thofe 
Perfons advanced in Years, who had done important 
Service to’ the State. 

Ven ti was forty-five Years old when he died, and 
his Son Ling bai vang fucceeded him. 


_ Ling hai vang, the Third Emperor, reigned two Years. 


THIS Prince, after a fhort Reign, was depofed 
by his Uncle the King of Ngan itching ; he died foon 
after at nineteen Years of Age, and Suen.ti, Nephew 
_to the Founder of the Dynafty, made his way by 
force to the Throne. 


Suen ti, the Fourth Emperor, reigned fourteen Years. 


THIS Prince was of a fweet and agreeable Tem- 
per, and his chief Delight was Mufick, to which he 
dedicated a confiderable Part of his Time:. The Sa- 
ges, or Philofophers, had always eafy Accefs to him, 
, Vou. I. Ce and 


the fixth of the Cycle, Ven ti his Brother fucceeding 
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and he loved and protected them; one Day out 
of an interefted View, they: fent one of their Vaffals 
with Prefents of great Value to him, but he, 


_to check their Ambition, order’d them to be burnt 


in his Prefence.' The Emperor of the North having 
or Yang kien to the Dignity of Prime Mini- 

er, and given his Daughter to that Munifter’s Son 
in Marriage, not long after made him Sovereign of 
the Principality of Sozy, which Honours and 
Preferments render’d him fo powerful, that in a 
few Years he was in a Capacity to conquer all 


’ China. 


Suen ti-died in the thirty-ninth Year of the Cycle, 
and the forty-fecond of his Age, his Son Zchang tcbing 
kong fucceeding him. 


Tchang tching kong, the Fifth Emperor, reigned 
feven Years... 


THIS Prince was no fooner invefted with Sove- 
reign Power, but he plunged himfelf into the moft 
criminal Exceffes: Yang kien, who had rendered 
himfelf very powerful in the. North, being informed 
of his luxurious and effeminate way of Living, took 
upon him the Title of Emperor, and advancing to- 
wards the South witha numerous Army, croffed the 
River Yang tfe kiang without the leaft Oppofition, 
and entered the Imperial City of Nan king in Tri- - 
umph; chang tching kong,. judging it worfe than 
Death to fall into his Enemy’s Hands, threw himfelf 
into a Well, from whence he was taken out alive; but 
was drove from the Throne which he had difgrac’d, 
and reduced to a private Condition the remaining 
Part of his ‘Life, mo was four and twenty Years, 
being fifty-two Years old when he died. 

Yang kien took the Name of Kao t/fou ven ti, and. 
became the Founder of a new Dynatty. 
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three Emperors in the Space of 29 Years. 


Kao tfou ven ti, the Firft Emperor, reigned fifteen 
x 4 Years. Se 


= W AS the forty-feventh Year of the Cycle when _ 

| this Prince feized the Throne: The River Yang 

ife kiang had parted the Northern and Southern Em- 

pires for 300 Years, and ferv’d as a Boundary to 

each; but in the Year fifty-four thefe Dominions 

were reunited under the new Emperor, who defcend- 

ed from a noble Family, which had performed great 

Services to the Fifth Houfe of Han; his folid and 

penetrating Judgment made amends for his Want of | 

Learning, and his admirable Temperance and Love 

of his People gain’d him their Efteem and Confis 

dence ; he reformed the ancient Mufick, and com- 

manded the Learned to ufe in their Compofitions no- 

thing but found Reafoning, avoiding al Rhetorical 

Flourifhes as vain Ornaments, fit only to flatter the 

Far, and enervate Eloquence; he caufed alfo 

‘ publick Granaries to be built in all Towns, and 

ordered each Family, in proportion to their Sub- 

{tance, to furnifh every Year a certain Quantity of - 

Rice and Corn for the Support of the Poor in time 

of Scarcity: He publifh’d likewife an Ediét ma- 

king it Capital to fteal the Value of Eight Pence ; af- 

terwards, upon the Reprefentations that were made to 

him, he abolifhed this Law, but was inexorable to- 

wards the Judges who received Bribes. | 

Laft of all he ordered Merchants and Mechanicks Cycle so. 

to be excluded from publick Commands, and tho? A.D. 604. 

he knew his eldeft Son to be a Perfon of mean Ca- 
Cc2. ; pacity, 
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pacity, yet he pitch’d upon him for his Succeffor : 


his Preference fo exafperated his fecond Son Yang 
ti, that he murdered his Father in the fixty-fourth 
Year of his Age, and the firft of the Cycle; with 
the fame Barbarity he treated his Brother, whom he 
look’d upon as his Rival, and by this double Mur- 
der attained the Throne. 


Yang ti, the Second Emperor, reigned thirteen Years. 


-THO? this Prince had very valuable Qualities, 
yet he was univerfally blamed for his Luxury and 
Prodigality’: Having removed his.Court from the 
Province of Chen fi to that of Ho nan, he caufed 
two publick Granaries of prodigious Largenefs to be 
built, and a Park to be made fifteen Leagues in Cir- 
cumference, with flately Palaces and magnificent Gar. 
dens, where he took the Air on Horfeback, accom: 


_ pany’d by a great number of his Women, who per- 


form’d Conforts of Vocal and Inftrumental Mufick: 


His Fame drew many foreign Princes to his Court, 


who came to throw themfelves under his Proteétion: 
He forbad his Subjects to carry Arms, a Trick of 
State which is ftill in ule; he alfo repaired the Great 
Wall which divides China from Tartary, employing, 
*tis faid, a Million of Men about it: He was fo in- 
tent upon the Advancement and Progrefs of the 
Sciences, that he commiffioned an hundred of the 


_ moft learned Men to revife and reprint, after the 


manner practifed in thofe Days, all the Books which 
treated of War, Politicks, Phyfick, and Husbandry: 
He eftablifhed the Degree of Doétor, whereby Sol- 
diers, as well as Men of Letters, might be capaci- 
tated for Civil and Military Employments: He at- 
tacked the Coreans both by Sea and Land, but this 
Expedition was without Succefs; yet coming upon them 
again, he fore’d them to fend Ambaffadors to im- 
plore his Clemency in quality of his Vaffals. In vi- 
fiting the Southern Provinces of the Empire, he = 
| ie -  riv 
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rived at Yang tcheou, a ‘Town in the Province of 
Kiang nan, where he was affaffinated at thirty-nine Years 
of Age by a contemptible Fellow, whofe Name was 
Hoa kie. Li yuen, one of the petty Sovereigns, ha- 
ving affembled an Army of 12,000 Men, placed the 
Crown upon the Head of Kong ti, the young Son of 
the Emperor Kao t/ou ven ti. . | 


Kong ti, the Third Emperor, reigned one Year. 


THIS Prince was depofed by Li ywen the fame. 
Year wherein he made him Emperor. The fecond Son 
of Li yuen, at the Head of an Army raifed by his Fa- 
ther, made himfelf Mafter of the Palace ; and as he 
was viewing the Magnificence and Riches thereof, he 
fetch’d a deep Sigh, and faid, ‘* No, fuch a ftately 
‘“* Edifice muft not be permitted to ftand any longer, 
‘* it is good for nothing but to foften the Spirit ofa 
‘* Prince, and vitiate his Inclinations ; *? and fo or- 


dered ic immediately to be burnt to Afhes. Thus 


ended the Dynafty Souy, which is the laft of the five 
etty Dynafties. Li yven was the Founder of the fol- 
owing Dynafty, and reigned by the Name of Chin 
340 tt. 





The T. birteenth Dynafty, called Tang, which bad 
_ twenty Emperors in the Space of 289 Years. 


| Chin yao ti, the Firft Emperor, reigned 9 Years. 


E began his Reign with an Act of Clemency, 
which expreffed the Mildnefs of his future Go- 


vernment.; he abated the Rigour of Penal Laws, and - 


- moderated the Taxes ; but, on the other hand, he 
fhewed himfelf too favourable to the Do@rine. of 
Lao kiun, by ereCting a Templé€ in honour of the 
Chief of that Seét. In the fixteenth Year of the Cy- 
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cle he reduced all the Rebels to his Gbedience, and 
thereby enjoyed the quiet Poffeffion of this vaft - 


~ Monarchy. ’T was he who enacted that one Ounce of 


wed ied fhould be coined into ten Pieces of Money, . 
with thefe two Words, Tone Pao, impreft up- 

on them. This was the current Money of China, and 
is in ufe at this Time: By the Advice of his 
Prime Minifter, called Fou yue, he enjoyned 100,000 
Bonzes to.marry, in order to multiply, and in length 
of Time to furnifh Troops for the Augmentation of 
his Armies, In the twenty-third Year of the Cycle he 
abdicated. the Crown jn favour. of his fecond Son, 
called Tai tfong, and declared him Emperor, He 


_ died nine Years after, in the feventieth Year of his Age. 


Tai tfong, the Second Emperor, reigned 23 Years. 


In the twenty-fourth Year of the Cycle Yai t/ong 
began his Reign ; he was efteemed by the Chinee'as 
one of the greateft Emperors China ever had; they 
praife him above all for his. Wifdom, ‘and the eafy 
Accefs to hjs Perfon, which he allowed to all who 
were capable of giving him difcreet Counfels, or 
had Courage enough to advertife him of his Faults: 


So eet was his Temperance and Frugality, that he 


fuffered no more than eight Difhes of Meat to be 
ferved up to his Table, and drove almoft all the Con- 
cubines out of the Palace: But that which crowned 
the Happinefs of this Prince was, that in his Reign 
the Chriftian Religion gained Footing in his Empire, 
as appears by the Sequel: He caufed the beft Books 
to be brought from all Parts, and became, in fome 


sefpects, the Reftorer of the Sciences, by the Care he 


taok to re-inftate in his Palace an Academy for Lite- 
rature, wherein were reckoned: 8000 Scholars, and” 
amongft them many Sons of foreign Princes: He 
pravided them with able Mafters, and of thefe he 
afpointed eighteen of the moft. Ingenious to overlook 


_ their Studies: He founded alfo. a Military Academy, 


where 
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where Archery was taught, and he himfelf often af- 


fifted at thefe Exercifes. . It was not at all agreeable — 


to the Minifters that the Emperor frequented this A- 
cademy ; they reprefented to him the Unbecoming- 


nefs, as well as the Danger that might accrue there 


to his Perfon. ‘* I look upon my felf in my Em- 
<* pire, anfwered Yai tfong, as a Father in his Fa- 
“¢ mily, and I love my Subjects as my Children ; 
<* what have I then to fear?” This Affeétion for 


-his Subjects made him fay, That he wifhed his Peo- 


ple to have always plenty of the common Necefla- 
ries of Life: Adding, ‘* That the Welfare of the 
<* Empire depends upon the People: An Emperor 
** who fleeces his People to enrich himfelf, is like 
“<< a Man who cuts off his own Flefh to fupply his 
€° Stomach, which ts filled, ’tis true, but in a fhort 
** time his whole Body muft perifh, How many 
«© Emperors have owed their Ruin to their Ambition! 
<< What Expences were they at to maintain it! and 
‘ what heavy Taxes were charged upon the poor 


** the Empire? Is it not upon the Brink of Deftruc- 
“* tion? and what is the Emperor if the Empire 
“* perifh? Thefe are the Reflections, continued he, 
‘¢ that ferved to regulate my Defires.” He forbad the 
Magitftrates to receive Prefents upon pain of Death, and 
to be fatisfied that his Orders were obeyed, he made 
_a Tryal upon a Mandarin, by a Man whom he had 
fuborned to make him a Prefent; the Mandarin re- 
ceived it, and the Emperor being informed thereof 
condemned him to Death. Upon this the Prime Mi- 
nifter fpake to him, ‘* Great Prince! Your Sentence 
*© is juft, and the Mandarin deferves Death ; but 
** you, who have decoyed him into this Fault which 
** he has committed, are you altqgether innocent, and 
** do not you partake of his Crime?” This Remon- 
{trance had its Effect, and the Emperor pardon’d the 
. ; Cc4 Of 


‘ People to fupply thofe Expences! When the Peo-. 
“* ple are rack’d and opprefied, what becomes of — 
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Offender. In the ‘Year following one of the great 


Mandarins of War received likewife a Garment of 
Silk asa Prefent; the Emperor, who was told of 
it, fent him immediately a Quantity of the fame Stuff; 


‘ the Courtiers, who faw this, could not conceal their 


Refentment, and cryed out, ‘* This Mandarin de- 
<¢ ferves a Punifhment, and not a Reward.” The 
Emperor replied, ‘* The Confufion wherewith he 


«© will be ftruck, will be to him'a Pain more fevere 
' © than the fharpeft Punifhment: Thefe Stuffs, which - 


«¢ T fent him, are fo far from contributing to his Ho- 
‘© nour, that they will continually reproach him with 
‘his Crime. ” Whenever the Country was 
threatned with Scarcity, Drought, or immoderate 
Rains, after the Examples of the ancient Emperors, 
he publifhed an Ediét, by which he ordered his Mif- 
carriages to be fignified to him, that he might take 
Care to reform them, and appeafe the Wrath of 
Heaven. He gave no heed to Sooth-fayers ; for one 
Day as the Storks were building their Nefts in his 
Prefence, they ftood and clapped their Wings ; his 
Mittreffes teftified their Joy, becaufe the fluttering of 
their Wings portended him fome unexpected good 
Luck ; the Emperor fmil’d at their Difcourfe, and 
faid, ‘* Choui tfai te bien, what fignifies it? A happy 
*© Omen for me 1s to have wife Men about me, * and 
immediately ordered the Neft to be deftroyed. In the fe- 
cond Year of his Reign the Fields were covered with 
Locufts, which by the Havock they made threatned 
a general Famine. *‘ Mifchievous Infeéts,” cried the 
Emperor with a deep Sigh, ‘“ in ruining the Crop 
*¢- you deftroy the Lives of my People. Alas! I had 
** rather you would devour my own Bowels,”? and 
at thefe Words fwalloweda Locuft alive. In reading 
the Books of Phvfick, compofed by the Emperor 
Hoang ti, he found that when a Man’s Shoulders are 
bruifed or hurt, the vital Parts within are injured 
thereby ; from that time he made a Law that no 





_ 


| 
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Criminal fhould be baftinado’d upon the Back, but 
upon the lower,.Parts, after the manner that is now 
practifed throughout the whole Empire. He ufed to 


fay; ‘* That an Emperor is like an Architect ; when - 
$a Fabrick 1s well built and grounded upon fo- | 


<¢ lid Foundations, if the Architect attempts any 
¢ Alterations, he expofes it to certain Ruin: ’Tis 


“s the fame with the Empire,. when once it is well 


S¢ eftablifhed, and govern’d by good Laws, care muft 
‘¢ be taken not to introduce any Innovation. ’Tis a 
‘<¢ common Proverb, faith he another time, that an 
‘s Emperor is feared by every body, and has nothing 
to be afraid of himfelf. This is not my Senti- 
<* ment, I always ftand in awe both of the Obferva- 
“* tion of the Emperor of Heaven, whom nothing 


“ 


“A 
An 


“* can efcape, and.of the Eyes of my Subjects, which | 


‘© are continually fixed upon me. °*T is for this thae 
‘© I‘watch every Moment over my felf, that I may 


** do nothing but what is agreeable to the Will of- 


‘* God, and to the. Defires. of my People. | 
- ‘To comfort his People in a.time of Drought he: 

releafed the Prifoners, and granted a general Pardon, 
-confeffing neverthelefs thgt this was an Indulgence, 
whereof a Prince ought to be very fparing, for fear; 
that the Impunity of the Wicked might prove a Pre-. 
judice to the Publick, and that he ought to root out- 
the Tares, left they fhould damage the good Corn, - 
In the feventh. Year of his Reign he went in Perfon to, 
the publick Prifons, in which were 390 capital Of-. 
fenders ; he fet them all at Liberty, but with an In-. 


junction to return thither after Harveft, which they» 
all to a Man did at the appointed Time. The Em-_ 


peror was fo furprized at their Exactnefs in keeping 
their Word, and fohighly delighted therewith, that he 
granted them all their Lives and Liberty. : 
The Chinefe Annalsreport, that in the eighth Year 
of this Reign there came to China Ambafladors from 
foreign: Nations, whofe Air, Shape, and Habits were 
altogether ftrange to the Chinefe, who had never pei 
| th¢ 
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the like before, and the Emperor himfelf rejoiced 
that in his Reign Men with fair Hair and blue Eyes 
arrived in the Empire It is certain that thefe 
Strangers were thofe whofe Names we read upon a 


~ Stone Monument, found in 1625 at Sin ngan fou, in 


the Province of Chen fi, on which you fee the Crofs, 
an Abftract of the Chriftian Law, together with the 
Names of feventy two Preachers of this Law, en- 
graved in Syriack Characters, and a Date fpecifying 
the eighth Year of the Reign of Yai t/fong. In the 
‘King’s Library is preferved an old Arabian Manu- 
{cript, wherein we find that at this very Time the 


-Catholick Patriarch of the Indies fent Preachers of the 


Gofpel into China, who: were honourably received 
in the Imperial City, and conducted thither by Fan 
biuen ling, Prime Minifter of the Empire: About 
this time the Emperor made choice of thirteen Per- 
fons, moft eminent for Merit and Integrity, to 
vifit all Parts of his Empire, and gave Ses 

Power to execute Juftice, and to punifh feverely thofe 
Governors of Towns, and Viceroys of Provinces, 
whofe Condué& deferved it. In the tenth Year of 
his Reign he was deeply affected with the Lofs of 
the Emprefs, whofe Name was Zchang fun: She was 
a Princefs of fingular Difcretion, joined with a Ca- 
pacity not common among thofe of her Sex: It 
was obferved, that while the lived there was. not one 
of the great Number of Officers, who ferved in. the. 
Palace, that fuffered fevere Punifhment, which is a 
thing almoft without Example. The Emperor, being 
difgufted with the frequent and troublefome Admoni- 
tions of his Prime Minifter Guei tching, forbad him his 
Prefence ; the Emprefs, who was informed of it, put 


--on immediately her richeft Drefs, and went to her 


Husband, to whom fhe faid, ‘* Prince, .I have often 
‘* heard that when an Emperor has Wifdom and Sa- 
“¢ gacity, his Subjects have Honefty, and fear not to 
*s {peak the Truth. You havea Prime aa that 

| | e* Knows 
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‘< knows not how to diffemble; by this I judge of 
**- your Wifdom, and how much it deferves to be 


*< admired, therefore I am come to exprefs my Satif- 


‘* faction, and to wifh you Joy.” This Compliment 
appeafed the Emperor, and the Minifter was reftored 
to favour: This Princefs compofed a Book divided 
into thirty Chapters, concerning the Manner of Beha- 
viour towards Women: The Emperor holding this 
Book in his Hands, and melting in Tears, ** See, 
“* fays he, the Rules that ought to be obferved 
<< in all Ages. I know, added he, that my A fflic- 
“¢ tion proceeded from God, and cannot be remedied 5 
‘© but when I reflect upon the Lofs of fo faithful arid 
‘© fo excellent a Companion, and that I am for ever 
© depriv’d of her good Counfels, is it poffible for 
§* me to refrain from Tears?” He was willing to 
. leave an eternal Monument of his Grief, and to 
that end raifed a ftately Tomb far more magnificent 


. than that which he built for his Father, who died the 


Year before, . « 
One Day being with his Prime Minifter upon an 


Eminence, from whence they might have a View of 


this Maufoleum, and taking particular Notice of it to 
him, the Prime Minifter pretending he did not un- 
derftand him, faid, ‘* Prince, I thought you fhewed 
*¢ me the Sepulchre of your Father ; as for that of 
‘** your Spoufe, I faw it long ago.” At this Dif- 
- courfe the Prince fhed Tears, and ftung with the fe- 
cret Reproach of his Prime Minifter, he ordered the 
Maufoleum to be demolifhed. ~ 


’ ’ 


In the eleventh Year of his. Reign he took in- 


to the Palace a young Girl of fourteen, named Vou © 


chi, endowed with extraordinary Beauty, and the moft 
agreeable Wit: ‘This is fhe who afterwards ufurped 
the Sovereign Power, and tyrannifed over the Em- 
pire. In the twelfth Year the Emperor permitted the 
Chriftian Law to be preached in his Empire; he al- 
lotted a Piece of Ground in the Imperial City to build 

a , : : _ thereon 
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thereon a Temple to the True God. Guei tching, the - 
Prime Minifter, died in the Year feventeen, extreme- 
ly regretted by the Emperor. This Prince wrote an 
Encomium upon him himfelf, arid caufed it to be en- 
graved on his Tomb, and afterwards turning to his 
Courtiers, faid, ‘‘ We have three Sorts of Mirrors ; 
“© One is o! Steel, which ferves the Ladies for to drefs 
“¢ their Heads, and fet themfelves out. The fecond, 


& which I call fo, are Books of Antiquity, wherein 


<* we read of the Rife, Progrefs, and Fall of Em- 


_ *© pires. ‘The third are Men themfelves; by a little 


A 


‘. Study of whofe Actions we fee what to, fhun, and 
*¢ what to practife: I had this laft Mirror in the 
“¢ Perfon of my Prime Minifter, which to my Mif- 
‘<< fortune I have loft, defpairing to find fuch- an- 


. © other.” 


Another time that he entertained his Courtiers, he 
told them, ‘* A Prince has but one Heart, and this 
‘* Heart is continually befieged by thofe about him: 
‘© Some attack him by the Love of vain Glory, 
“© which they ‘endeavour to infpire into him ; others 
‘¢ by Luxury. and Pleafures ; fome by Careffes and 
“¢ Flattery ; others have Regourfe to Subtlety and 
** Falfhood in order to impofe upon him, and all 
“* thefe Arts they make ufe of, aim at nothing but to’ 
‘* infinuate into the good Graces of the Prince, to gain 
** his Favour, and to be advanced to the high Off- 
“* ces and Dignities of the Empire: For -one Mo- . 
‘ ment that a Prince ceafes to watch over his-Heart, 
“¢ what has he not to fear?” 

. At the Age of twenty one he married the Daughter 
of his Prime Minifter, called Sin boei, and gave her 
the. Title of Sage. This Princefs was celebrated for 
her admirable Genius, and Skill in the Chinefe Sciences ; 
*tis faid that at. four Months old fhe began to fpeak, 
at four Years fhe got by Heart the Books of Confu- 
cius, and at eight Years old fhe made learned Com- 
pofitions upon all forts of Subjeé&ts: Thus much is 

3 | certain, | 
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certain, that fhe employed almoft all her Time in | 


Reading. » 


The Emperor had Thoughts of fending a formi- - 


dable Army to reduce the Coréans, who had revolted, 
but his Death -intervening that Expedition was de- 
ferred to another Time: ’Tis fcarce credible what 
Diligence and Care this Prince took for the Educa- 
tion of his Children ; every Object ferved as a Mat- 
ter for their Inftruction: If, tor inftance, he was 
‘eating Rice, he made them fenfible how much Sweat 
and Toil this Rice coft the poor Labourers: One 
Day as he was. failing with them upon the Water, 
«¢ ‘You fee, my Children, fayshe, thatthis Boat is fup- 
*¢ ported by the Water, which at the fame time can 
© overwhelm it; confider that the People refemble the 
$© Water, and the Emperor the Boat”. 

The Year before his Death he gave his Succeffor 
the twelve following Advices, which he expreffed in 
twenty-four Characters. ‘* Govern well your Heart 
‘* and all its Inclinations. Promote none but Per- 
— fons of Merit into Places,and Dignities. Encou- 

‘© rage wife Men to come to your Court. Watch 
over the Conduct of Magiftrates. Drive Slanderers 
from your Prefence. Be an Enemy to Pomp. 
Keep good C&conomy. Let your Rewards and Pu- 
nifhments be proportionable to Merit and Crimes. 
. Have fpecial Regard to the Encouragement of A- 
griculture, Art Military, Laws and Learning. 
Search among the former Emperors for Models to 
forms your Government upon, for I do not de- 
ferve to be regarded as fuch, having made too ma- 
ny Slips while I govern’d the Empire. . Have an 
Eye always upon the moft perfect Pattern, with- 
out which you will never keep a juft Medium, 
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the Splendor of your Rank puff. you not up with 
** Pride, and that you indulge not your felf in the 
| *¢ Plea- 


wherein Virtue confifts. lLaftly, Take Care that 
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 & Pleafures ofa voluptuous Life, for fo you will ruin 
& both the Empire and your felf.” 


Tai fong died in the forty-fixth Year of the Cycle, 
and the fifty-third of his Age; in the Year follow- 
ing, his Son Kao t/ong was acknowledged Emperof 


Kab tfong, the Third Emperor, reigned 34 Years: 


HE had reigned five Years when he fell in love 
with Veu chi, the young Girl which [ mentioned be- 
fore, and whom Yai t/ong had placed in his Seraglio. 
She was retired to a Monaftery of Bonzefles; the 
Emperor went himfelf to fetch her out, and conduct- 
ed her to his Palace. A little after, under pretence 
he had no Male Iffue, he put away the Emprefs and 
one of the Queens, in fpite of the Remonftrance of his 
Minifters, who oppofed it with all. their might. Vou 
chi was then placed upon the Throne, _ neverthe- 
lefs fhe. perceiv’d that the Emperor had not for- 
got the divorced Princeffes; and incenfed thereat 
fhe caufed their Hands .and Feet to be cut off, and 
in fome Days after their Heads likewife. Scarce had 
fhe committed thefe bloody Actions, but fhe fancied 
herfelf purfued Day and Night by the Ghofts of thefe 
Princefies, as by fo many Furies ready to fall upon 
her: The Fright fhe was in made her fhift her 
Place continually ; neverthelefs the Emperor was ena- 


- -mour’d more and more with this unworthy Object 


of his Love. | 

He was infatuated to that Degree, as to put the 
Government of the Empire into her Hand, and to 
give her the Name of Zien beou, i.e. The Queen of 


“Heaven, a Title of Honour till chen unheard .of in 


China. 

This cruel Princefs no fooner faw herfelf invefted 
with Sovereign Power, but fhe made the firft Ufe 
of it in poifoning her eldeft Son, with a Defign that 
the Crown fhould fall to her Brother’s Children, and 


by 





Crina, CHiInese-Tartary, &c. 399 


by that means to fettle her Family upon the Throne, 
but fhe did not obtain that. Satisfaction. ; . 
In the fixteenth Year of the new Cycle, the Co- Cycle 51: 
réans fubmitted, and did their Homage in the ac- A-D. 664. 
cuftomed Manner. This Emperor was favourable to 
the Chriftian Religion, as appears by the Stone Mo- 
nument mentioned above; Churches were built for 
the Service of the true God, and the Faith was 
preach’d in the Provinces: One of the Miffionaries, 
whofe Name was Olo puen, had a Title of Honour 
conferred upon him. Kao t/ong died at the Age of 
fixty-fix, and in the twentieth Year of the Cycle: 
The cruel Vou beou feized the Throne. _ | 


Vou heou, the Ufurper, reigned 21 Years. 


THIS Princefs, as fubtle as fhe was cruel, re- 
* folved to maintain her felf in all the Power which the 
late Emperor’s Weaknefs had entrufted her with. To 
this end fhe fent away her Son, who was declared 
Heir of the Crown, and gave him a petty Sovereign- 
_ty in the Province of Hou quang: In his room fhe 
placed her third Son, who was very young, and had 
only the Name of Emperor. She began forthwith to | 
rid her felf of all chofe whom fhe fufpected not to be 
in her Intereft, and. in one Day put to Death a great 
many of the Heads of the chief Families of the Em- 
ire. In the fifteenth Year of her Reign fhe raifeda 
Perfecution againft the Chriftian Religion, which lafted 
fifteen Years: Inthe fame Year the Prime Minifter,. 
called Tié, had the Courage to make preffing Inftan- 
ces to her in behalf of her Son, who was appointed 
by Kao t/ong to inherit the Crown, and whom fhe 
had banifhed thefe. fourteen Years: The Reafon which 
he gave was, that it is a thing unheard of that a, 
Name, which did not belong to the Family, and which | 
the Defcendants would never acknowledge, fhould be 
placed in the .Hall of their Anceftors. Then the 
Prince was recalled from Exile, and lived feven Years 
, in 
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in the Eaftern Palace till the Death of Vou beou, be- 
fore he afcended the Throne, which came to pafs in 
the forty-firft Year of the Cycle, when this Princefs 
died, aged eighty-one Years. 


Tchung tfong, te Fourth Emperor, reigned 5 Years. 


T HIS Prince little deferved the Throne, whereon 
his Birth, the Tendernefs of his Father Kao t/ong, and 
the Courage of the Prime Minifter had placed him, | 
He gave himfelf entirely up to Indolence and De- 
bauchery ; that he might not be interrupted in his 


-Pleafures, he depofited his whole Authority in the 


Hands of the Emprefs, whofe Name was Guei, who 
had been his faithful Companion in his Exile. This 
Princefs, by the perfuafion of San fe, Governor of 
the Palace, would place his Son Chang upon the 
Throne: The Princes and petty Kings of China op- 
pofed this Refolution, and took up Arms on all fides. - 

Tebung tfong died of Poifon in the fifty-fifth Year of 
his Age: Chang was immediately proclaimed Empe- 


-ror; but his Uncle, a petty Prince, at the fame time 


feized the Palace: The Emprefs was killed, together 


. with her Daughter, and young Chang faved his Life 


by furrendring himfelf to his Uncle’s Difcretion, and 
delivering the Crown into his Hands. uy t/ong, the 
deceafed Emperor’s Brother, fucceeded him. 


Juy tfong, the Fifth Emperor, reigned two Years. 
The Shortnefs of this Prince’s Reign ranks him a- 


_ mongft thofe of whom we have little to fay. All 
- that is come to our Knowledge is, that he took Pof- 


feffion of the Empire in the forty-feventh Year of the 
Cycle, and died in the forty-eighth, fifty-five Years 
old. Hiuen tfong, his third Son, was declared his 
Succefior. | | 


. 
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“* Prince ought not to abate any thing of his ufual 
“¢ Vigilance.” | 

Ming tfong dy’d in the fixty-feventh Year of his 
Age, and the thirtieth of the Cycle, and left the 
Crown to his Son Main tong. 


Min tfong, the Third Emperor, reigned one Year. 


Min tfong was {carce feated on the Throne, when 
Che king tang, Son-in-law of the late Emperor, came 
with an Army of 50000 Men, which was levied by 
_ the People of Lego tong, and making himfelf Mafter 
of the Palace, depriv’d Min t/fong of his Life and 
Crown: . This Prince was murder’d in the forty-fifth 
Year of his Age, and Fi ti his adopted Son was his 
Succeffor, who was before named Lo vang. 


Fi ti, the Fourth Emperor, reigned one Year. 


_ Fiti not being able to refift the Murderer of his 
-Father, fled to a Town called Guet tcheou, where {ee- 
ing himfelf in danger, he fhut up himfelf and his 
Family in a Palace, with every thing he had of any 
Value, which he fet on fire, and perifh’d in the 
Flames. Che king tang became Emperor by the Ex- 
tinction of this Dynafty, and took the Name of Kao 


fou. 





The Sixteenth Dynafty, named Heou tfin, which 
contains two Exmperors in the Space of 11 Years. 


Hao tfou, the Firft Emperor, reigned feven Years. 


H E General of the Forces of Leao tong, who 
had. fo much ‘contributed to the Advancement of 
Kao tfou, {crupled to acknowledge him for Emperor, 
Vou... . Ee . and 
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and would have taken the Title himfelf; fo that Kao 
tfou, not caring to undertake a new War, purchafed a 
Peace at the Expence of the’ Honour of his Courtry, 
for, to gratify the Zartarian General, he yielded to 
him fixteen Towns of the Province of Pe tche h, 
which were the neareft to Leao tong, and engaged to 
give him annually 300000 Pieces of Silk; this im- 
prudent Donative very much augmented the Force and 
Power of a warlike and turbulent People, and was the 
Caufe of numberlefs Wars which afflicted China up- 


~ wards of four hundred Years. 


Kao t/ou dy’d in the thirty-ninth Year of the Cycle, 
aged fifty-one Years, and his Nephew, Z/i vang, was 
elected by the Grandees, 


Tfi vang, the Second Emperor, reigned four Years. 
THE barbarous People of Leao tong foon break- 


- ing the Treaty, made a fudden Irruption into the 


Empire; the Emperor oppos’d them with an Army 
{ufficient to have given them a Repulfe, which he in- 
trufted to Licou tchi yuen; but this General concealing 
a violent Ambition, under an Appearance of Zeal, 
made fhort Marches, and by affected Delays gave the 
Barbarians an Opportunity to make the Emperor Pri- 
foner, who feeing himfelf dethron’d was contented 
: accept a {mall Sovereignty, where he“ended his 

ays. : 

Lieou tchi yuen took poffeffion of the Crown by the 
Name of Kao tfou, and was the Founder of the fol- 
lowing Dynafty. | : 
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Ihe Seventeenth Dynafty, called Heou Han, 


which reckens only two Emperors in the Space 


of four Years. 
Kao tfou, the Firft Emperor, reigned two Years. 


HE Troops of Leao tong finding no Refiftance, 
ravag’d all the Northern Provinces, and were 
marching to the South, but being ftop’d by 
confiderable Bodies of ‘Troops which poffefs’d the 
Paffes, occafion’d the Tartarian General to fay, -he 
could not have believ’d the Conqueft of China would 
have prov’d fo difficult; wherefore retiring to his 
Country, he contented himfelf with getting a rich Booty. 
During thefe Tranfactions, Kao t/ou dy’d in the 
fifty-fourth Year of his Age, and the next Year, 
which was the forty-fixth of the Cycle, his Son Yn ti 
fucceeded. | 


Yn ti, the Second Emperor, reigned two Years. 


THE Youth of this Prince gave occafion to the 

Eunuchs to raife Commations, by which they en- 
deavoured to regain their Authority, while the Ar- 
my was employ’d, at a diftance from the Court, in op- 
pofing the Zartars of Leao tong, . 


his Army was commanded by Ko guei, who 


fought feveral Battles with the Barbarians, in which 
he was always victorious, and reftored Peace to the 
Northern Provinces ; but at the fame time the Court 
was in Confufion, for the Intrigues of the Eunuchs 
raifed a Sedition, in which the Emperor was kill’d, 
being, twenty Years old. The Emprefs placed his 
Brother 6n.the Throne, who was fcarcely feated before. 
Ke guei arriv’d with Triumph from. his glorious Ex- 


Re2 pedition, | 
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' pedition, when the Army cover’d him with the Ban- 
ners of the Empire, and proclaim’d him Emperor. 
The Emprefs abandoned the Intereft of the Brother 
of Yn ti, and paid the General the Honours due to a 
Sovereign, and he in Acknowledgment always re- 
fpeéted her as a Mother: He took the Name of Tai 
tlou. 


eH, 5 DGESD Sm IN Io ‘ ; 


The Eighteenth Dynafty, named Heou Cheou, 
which contains Three Emperors in the Space of 
nine Years. 





Tai tfou, the Firft Emperor, reigned three Years. 


H E new Emperor fix’d his Court in the Capi- 
tal of the Province of Ho nan; he vifited the Se- 
pulchre of Confucius, and to honour his Memory gave 
him the Title of King. | 
Some of his Courtiers telling him that this Ho- 
nour ill became a Man who had been always a Sub- 
ject, not only to the Emperors, but alfo to a petty 
King, You are miftaken, reply’d the Emperor, we 
cannot give too much Honour to a Man who bas been the 
Mafter of Kings and Emperors. Some believe that 
about this time the Sect of Mahomet firft appeared in 
this Country, but other Authors fay it was eftablifhed 
here in the thirteenth Dynafty of Zang. 
Tai tfou dy’d at the Age of fifty-three, in the fiftieth 
Year of the Cycle, leaving no Heirs, but was fuc- 
ceeded by Chi t/ong his adopted Son. 


Chi tfong, the Second Emperor, reigned fix Years, 


THE Love of Sciences, and the Proofs which 
Chi tfong had given of his Bravery and Skill in the 
Art of War, were the Steps by which he afcended 

, the 
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the Throne ; but he was modeft in the height of his 


Grandeur, and always kept in his Palace a Plow and 
a Loom to remind him of the Station and hard La- 
bour of his Anceftors. 

In a Time of Scarcity he open’d all the publick 


Granaries, and order’d the Rice to be fold at a very - 


low Rate, for which the People were to pay when 
_ they were able ; but the Officers of the Granaries re- 
prefenting that the Poor could never pay, How! fays 
the Emperor, don’t you know they are my Children, and 
_ that I am their Father? Was a Father ever known to 

-bet bis Child perifh for Hunger, for fear of lofing what 
be lent him? At the fame time he melted all the Sta- 
tues of Idols to coin Mony, which was become very 
fcarce. Several little Sovereigns, who had been along 
time independant, were fo charm’d with the Fame of 
this Prince’s Virtues, that they voluntarily fubmitted to 
his Authority : A Memorial was prefented to him on 
the proper Means for recovering the Countries the 
Empire had loft during the late Troubles, which he 
was confidering how to put in Execution when Death 
interrupted his Projects, which happen’d in the fifty- 
fixth Year of the Cycle, and the thirty-ninth of his 
_ Ages; his Son, Cong ti, who was feven Years old, fuc- 
ceeded him. . 


Cong ti, the Third Emperor, reigned fome Months. 


CHI TSONG had put his Son Cong tz under the 
Protection of his Colao, named Ichao quang yu, who 
had diftinguifh’d himfelf inthe Army, and done great 
_ Services to the State; the tender Age of this Prince, 
and the great Abilities of his Protector, made the great 
Officers of the State and Army refolve to place him 
on the Throne inftead of the young Prince ; they went 
therefore to his Palace, and finding him in Bed, falu- 
ted him Emperor, and cloath’d him ina yellow Ha- 
bit, which 1s the Imperial Colour. Cong #1 was made 
a tributary Prince in the Room of one lately difplac’d, 

. Ee 3 and 
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and thus ended this Dynafty: chao quang yu took the 
Name of Yai t/ou, and accepted the Crown with this 
Condition, That his Mother fhould always take place 
of him upon all Occafions. | | 


ESIC VT DERE LEME DUN 


The Nineteenth Dynafty, named Song, which con- 
tains eighteen Emperors in the Space of 319 
Years. | 


— Taitfou, the Firft Emperor, reigned feventeen Years... 


N INE Emperors of this Dynafty kept their 
~ “ Courts for 160 Years in the Northern Provinces 
of China, the others refided 152 Years in the Southern 
Provinces. 7 
Under this Dynafty the Empire began to take Breath, 
after the many Diforders, Wars, and other Misfor- 
tunes it had fuffer’d; thefe continual Storms were fuc- 
ceeded by a long Calm, and the Bleffings which Peace 
generally procures had been more lafting, if all the 
Princes of this Family had prov’d as warlike as they 
were learned. | 
Tai tfou poflefs’d all the Qualities which the Chinefe 
with for inan Emperor, being a Prince of great Judg- 
ment, diligent in Bufinefs, fober, prudent, liberal, af- 
fectionate to his People, modeft, frugal, good-natur’d, 
and naturally inclin’d to Clemency, which appear’d in 
his moderate Punifhment of Criminals, and his mild 
and affable Behaviour to thofe he vanquifh’d ; he com- 
manded the four Gates of his Palace, which fronted the 
four Quarters of the World, to be left always open, 
defiring, as he faid, that his Houfe fhould be like his 
Heart, always open to his Subjects, By this Character 
of Goodnefs and Affability he regain’d the Obedience 


of ten little Sovereigns, and made Peace between thefe 


Princes, who had been long engag’d in continual Wars. 
Intending 
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Intending to banifh Luxury from the Empire, he be- 
- gan by reforming himfelf and the Court, and wore 
only a plain and modeft Habit, forbidding his Daugh- 
ters to wear Jewels. : 

To honour the Memory of his Anceftors, he gave 
the Title of Emperor to his Father, his Grandfa- 
ther, his Great-Grandfather, and his Great-Grandfa- 
ther’s Father, and made his Mother Emprefs, who 
was efteem’d a Pattern of Prudence andModefty. When 
the Lords came to congratulate her on the Promo- 


tion of her Son, fhe did not fhow the leaft Sign of | 


Joy; at which they being furpriz’d, fhe -faid, ‘ I 
‘© have been told that the Art of Ruling well is very 
<< difficult ; if my Son governs his Subjects with 
‘© Wifdom, I fhall receive your Compliments with 
s¢ Pleafure ; ifnot, I fhall readily forfake thefe Ho- 
“ nours to finifh my Days in my former Station.” 
A Year before her Death fhe conjur’d her Son not 
to be guided, by the partial Tendernefs of a Father, in 
‘naming a Succeffor, but rather to make Choice of his 
‘Brother: She added, ‘* Remember, my Son, that 
‘© you owe the Crown much lefs to your own Me- 
** rit, than to the Infancy of the Prince of the pre- 
“< ceding Family,” | 
During a fevere Winter, the Emperor reflecting 
on the Hardfhip his Army endur’d, which was oppo- 
fing the Zartars of Leao tong in the Northern Pro- 
vinces, ard being touch’d with Compaffion at what 
they were like to fuffer from the Rigour of the Wea- 
ther, he pull’d off his Garment which was lin’d with 
Furrs, and fent it to the General, telling him, That 
be wifl?d he could make the fame Prefent to each of bis 
Soldiers: It is hard to conccive how greatly this 
Action of the Emperor rais’d the Courage and Ar- 


dor of his Troops. 


This Prince order’d an Examination for the Officers _ 


of his Army, like that for the Men of Letters, that 
thofe who afpire to Pofts in the Army are obliged 
to pafs through, and do not rife to the Chief Em- 
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ployments till they have given. Proofs of their Capa- 
city,, by their Writings on the Art. of War, and by 
their Dexterity in Horfemanfhip,. and Shooting in the 


Long Bow. Among the famous Men of this Reign, 


two are particularly diftinguifhed, one in the Magi- 
ftracy, the other inthe Army, the firft was called 
Ichao pou, the fecond Kao pin, ty 
TIchao pou, who was of the Emperor’s Council, was . 
continually prefenting fome Petition or Memorial to 
admonifh him of his Duty: One Day the Emperor 
being tired with fo many Remonftrances, took his 
Petition and tore it before him: Zchao pou very calm- 
ly gather’d up the Pieces, and going home joyn’d 
them together in the beft manner he could: The ve- 
ry next Day he appear’d before the Emperor with 
the moft refpectful Behaviour, and prefented the fame 
Petition. 
- The Emperor, far from being angry with his Mi- 
nifter, «admired his Conftancy and Refolution, and to 
reward his uncommon Virtue made him Chief Colao. - 
He gave on another Occafion a great Proof of his 
Love for his People: The. Town of Nan king was be- 
fieg’d by Kao pin, and reduced to the laft Extremities ; 
the Emperor, forefeeing the Slaughter which would 


_ certainly happen on the taking this Place, feigned 


himfelf fick ; the great Officers were alarm’d, and fur- 
rounding his Bed, every one was propofing fome Re- 
medy ; ** The moft effectual Remedy, reply*d the Em- 
“© peror, and from which I expect a Cure, depends 
*¢ only on you: Swear that you will not fhed the 
** Blood of the Citizens.” They all fwore according- 
Jy, and the Emperor feem’d immediately to recover. 
The Generals took fuch wife Precautions, that the - 


Lives of very few of the Inhabitants were facrificed 


to the Rage of the Soldiers. 

And even this drew Tears from the Emperor : 
*¢ Alas! faid he, what a melancholy thing is War, 
§ which cannot be carried on without deftroying in- 

: ** nocent 
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*© nocent Perfons! ” And as the Town had fuffered 
by Famine during the Siege, as foon as it.was taken 
he fent 100000 Meafures of Rice to be divided a- 
mong the People. . | 
For the Encouragement of Learning he vifited the 
Birth-place of the celebrated Confucius, and compofed 
an Oration in his Praife: He alfo beftow’d on one of 
his Defcendants a Title of Honour, which gave him 
a confiderable Rank in the Empire. Jai t/ou died the 
thirteenth Year of the Cycle, having nam’d his Bro- 
ther Tat tfong to fucceed him, as he had been advifed 
by his Mother on her Death-bed. 2 


- Tai tfong, the Second Emperor, reigned 21 Years. 


TAI TSONG wasa Prince of great Moderation, 
and a general Patron of learned Men ;_ he was learned 
himfelf, and imploy’d part of the Day in Reading: 
He had a Library which contained 80,000 Volumes. 

In an Expedition which he undertook to fubdue a 
little Kingdom, and make it a Province of the Empire, 
he laid Siege to the principal City, and there happen- 
ing one Night a great Difturbance in the Camp, which 
was commanded by Zchao the Emperor’s Brother, the 
next Day a Report was fpread, that a Project of the 
Soldiers, to fet Ichao their General on the Throne, 
was the Occafion of the Tumult, the Emperor con- 
cealing his Refentment employ’d himfelf wholly to 
_ reduce the Town: Some time after it was taken, his 
Brother in Converfation faid, He wonder’d that thofe 
who had diftinguifbed themfelves in the Siege were fo long 
unrewarded: I expetted, anf{wer’d the Emperor, that 
you would reward their Services. | 

This Anfwer fo vex’d Zchao that he kill’d himfelf 
before Night: When the Emperor heard of his Bro- 
ther’s Death, he fainted and fhed a Flood of Tears, 
often embraced his Body, and caufed his Funeral Ob- 
fequies to be perform’d with great Solemnity. 


He 
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He paffionately wifh’d to recover thofe Towns his 
Predeceffors had yielded to the Tartarsof Leao tong ; but 
the Commander in Chief of his Army, chang fi bien, 
always diffuaded him from this Undertaking: It ts pro- 
per firft, {aid he, to fecure the Peace of the Empire, 
and when that is well eftablifbed, we foall more eafily 
reduce thefe Barbarians. , 

The Emperor not following this Counfel, feveral 
Battles were fought, in which fometimes the Chine . 
and fometimes the Tartars gain’d the Advantage. The 
General Tchang fi bien made ufe of.a remarkable Stra- 
tagem to raife the Siege of a Town; he detach’d 
3oc Soldiers carrying each a lighted Torch, with Or- 
ders to ee the Enemy’s Camp, who being fur- 
prifed at fuch a Number ot Lights, thought that the 
whole Army was pouring upon them: Struck . with 
a general Panick they immediately fled, and the Ge- 
neral having laid Ambufcades in all their Paffages, 
very few of the Fugitives efcap’d Slaughter. This 


, Prince died at the Age of fifty-nine Years, and was fuc- 


ceeded by his third Son Tchin tong. 


- Tchin tfong, the Third: Emperor, reigned 25 Years. 


TCHIN TSONG began his Reign in fuch a 
Manner as gave the People great Expectations: Up- 
on the Appearance of a Comet, which was look’d 
upon as a Prefage of fome Calamity, he publifh’d an 
Edict, that they fhould let him know his Faults, in 
order to amend his Conduct, thereby to avert the 
Evil which threatned the Empire, and at the fame 
Time remitted 10000000 of the Taxes, and fet 3000 
Prifoners at Liberty. He thought hi:nfelf indebted to 
the Sovereign of Heaven for his Son who was now 
born, becaufe he had for fome time paft addrefled 
continual Prayers to him for an Heir to fucceed him. 

The 7artars of Leao tong having laid Siege to a 
Town in the Province of Pe tche i, the Emperor 
march’d thither with his Army, and his Arrival, 


which 
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which was fudden- and unexpected, fo terrified the 
Barbarians, that they inftantly raifed the Siege. The 
Emperor was advifed to take Advantage of their Con- 
{ternation, and regain the Country which had been 
yielded to the Zartars, and is blam’d for neglecting 
to purfue his Victory, and for making a Treaty, at- 
ter their fhameful Retreat, as difadvantageous as if he 


had been beaten; for he gave them 100000 TZaels, 


and agreed to pay annually 200000 Pieces of Silk. 

His Credulity 1s alfo blam’d, which gave Encou- 
ragement to Magic, and many other Superftitions: In 
the eleventh Year of the Cycle, being told that a 
‘Book fell from Heaven near one of the Gates of the 
Imperial City, he immediately thought of going in 
Perfon to receive the Celeftial Gift : “His Colaos en- 
deavour’d to prevent fuch an imprudent Step, by re- 
prefenting in ftrong Terms, that it was only an Im- 
pofture of fome idle People to flatter the Emperor, 
and that the Book ought to be burnt; he remain’d 
fome time in Sufpenfe, but at laft refolv’d-to fol- 
low his firft Defign, becaufe, as he faid, a Spirit had 
-appear’d to himin a Dream about a Year before, and 
promifed him this wonderful Book. He fet out di- 
rectly afoot with feveral of his Courtiers, and re- 
ceiv’d this miraculous Book with the greateft Refpect, 
and built a Temple on the Place where it fell. 

Upon Examination it appear’d ‘to be full of En- 
chantments, and contain’d all the Principles of the 
abominable Seét of Jao; concerning which an Interpre- 
ter, named Hou fin gnan, obferves, that from this fatal 
Time the Refpeét and Honour due to the Sovereign 
of Heaven has very much decreafed among great 
Numbers of the Chinefe. - 

In the fixteenth Year of his Reign he caufed all 


the People to be number’d, who by their Station might — 


be employ’d in Agriculture, and there were found 
21976965 Perfons able to cultivate the Lands. This 
Number does not comprehend the Magiftrates, the 


Learned, | 
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Learned, the Eunuchs, the Soldiers, the Bonzes, nor 

thofe who live on the Rivers in floating Towns, of 

whom there is arf@incredible Number. : 
A Colao, named Van tan, being at the Point of 


- Death, call’d his Children, and fpake to them as fol- 


lows; ‘* My Confcience does not a wee me for 
‘* having done any thing againft the Intereft of the 
** Emperor or the Publick Good, but there is one 
“© thing I cannot forgive my felf, and that is not ha- - 
*¢ ving advifed the Emperor to burn that pernicious 
*¢ Book which he received with fo much Refpect. I 
“¢ defire to be punifhed for it after my Death ; where- 
** fore, my Children, I command you, as foon as I 
*¢ am dead to fhave my Head and my Face, and 
“* bury me like a wretched Bonze, without Cap or 
‘© Girdle.” The Emperor having reprinted the an- 
cient Books, to difperfe them thro’ the Empire, died 
the fifty-ninth of the Cycle, aged fifty-nine Years. 
Gin tfong his fixth Son by his fecond Queen was his 
Succeffor. | 


* Gin tfong, the Fourth Emperor, reigned 41 Years. 


GIN TSONG. was but thirteen Years old when 
he was proclaim’d Emperor: The Emprefs govern’d 
during his Minority, and continued in Power till her 


_ Death, which happen’d eleven Years after the Accef- 


fion of this Prince, who always paid the fame Defe- 
rence to her, as if fhe had been his own Mother. 
As foon as he took the Government upon himéfelf, 
his whole Employment was to preferve the Peace of 
his Dominions, and to make his Subjects tafte the 
Sweets of it: His pacifick Difpofition raifed the Cou- 
rage and Ambition of the Yartars of Leao tong, and 
they had renew’d the War if the Emperor had not 

bought a Peace on moft fhameful Conditions. | 
The beft thing he did was clearing his Palace of 
all the Idols and their Worfhippers: When the Em- 
pire fuffer’d by a great Drought in the twenty-fixth 
Year 
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Year of his Reign, a plentiful Rain following was the — 


Caufe of a publick Rejoycing, and all the great Offi- 
cers complimented the Emperor on this Occafion. 
‘« All the Time, faid this Prince, that my People 
“© fuffer’d, I never fail’d daily to burn Incenfe, and 
lift up my Hands to Heaven. Hearing the Noife 
of Thunder in the Night, I rofe haftily out of 
‘© Bed and went into my Garden, and as foon as the 
Rain fell I proftrated my felf on the Earth to re- 
turn Thanks to the fupreme Lord: The Favour 
‘© Task of you is to fpeak boldly what you think 
‘© amifs in my Behaviour ; perhaps I have only the 
‘* empty Title of Emperor, and am blind to my 
‘* own Defects, being dazzled by the Splendor of 
“© my Greatnefs: I fee of what Importance it is to 
‘¢ addrefs my Prayers to Heaven Morning and Even- 
‘© ing with a clean Heart.” 

The great Defire he had of a Son made him di- 
vorce the Emprefs; fome approv’d this Conduét, but 
this was generally look’d upon as a Blemith in his Cha- 
racter ; but he was univerfally applauded for the Suc- 
cour he fent his Subjects, by the Counfel and Care 
of a Colao nam’d Fou pié, which fav’d the Lives of 
500000 People, who were ready to perifh with Hun. 
ger. About the fame time he had another Vexation ; 
Hien tfong, feventh King of the Leao tong Tartars, 
fent an Embaffy to demand the Reftitution of ten 
Towns in the Province of Pe tche li, which had been 
retaken by the Founder of the eighteenth Dynatty : 
The Emperor, who was fond of Peace, difpatch’d 
fou pié to the Yartar Prince, and inftead of the Towns 
he demanded, engaged to pay him yearly 200000 
Taels, and 300000 Pieces of Silk; and to complete 
his Difgrace made ufe of the Character Na in the 
Treaty, which fignifies a-Tributary. After he had di- 
vorced the Emprefs he married the Grand-daughter 
of the famous Kao pin, but had no Heirs by this Prin- 

cefs, Finding himfelf near his End, he was oblig’d 
| to 
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“to name Yng tong for his Succeffor, who was the 


thirteenth Son of his Brother; he died at the Age of 
fitty-four, in the fortieth Year of the Cycle. 


Yng tfong, the Fifth Emperor, reigned four Years. 
THE firft Year of the Reign of Yang s/ong there 
was fome Difference between him and the Emprefs, 
who had a Share in the Government, the V exation 


of which had given him a Fit of Sicknefs : Upon his 
Recovery he made the Emprefs a Vifit, which was 


- contrived by his Colao, Hoan kt. 7 


This wife Minifter, having fhow’d them the Mif-: 
fortunes their Quarrels would produce, exhorted the 
Emperor in particular to pay the Emprefs the Re- 
fpect and Duty of a Son, tho’ fhe was not his Mo- 
ther, andtho’ fhe fhould prove of a difagreeable Tem- 
per. He reprefented to him that Virtue was eafily 
practifed among our Friends, whofe Complaifance en- 
gages our Affection, but that we do not deferve to be 
call’d Virtuous till we have been tried, and fupport the 


_Charaéter in the midft of Oppofition ; that he fhould 


have always in remembrance the Example of the 
great Emperor, whofe Refpect and Obedience were 
never diminifhed by the harfh Ufage of a barbarous 
Father, and a cruel Step-mother. The Care of this 
Minifter perfectly reconcil’d the Emperor and Em- 
prefs, and the Reconciliation was fo fincere, that 
fhortly after the Emprefs intirely refign’d her Part of 
the Government. : 

The Colao, nam’d Sou ma quang, flourifh’d at this 


‘Time, who is one of their beft Hiftorians: He is 


the Author of a Hatory compiled from above 2000 


~ Volumes; his Annals begin with Heang ti, the third 
_Emperor of China. ° | 


ing tfong died the forty-fourth Year of the Cycle, 
aged thirty-fix: He was fucceeded by his Son Chin 


tong... 


Chin 
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Chin tfong, the Sixth Emperor, reigned 18 Years. 


THIS. Prince had more Courage’ than Conduét : 
He paffionately defired to deliver the Northern Pro- 


vinces from the Yoke of Barbarians ; but he was dif- — 


fuaded from it by the Counfel his Mother gave him 
at her Death, to preferve Peace upon any Terms. 


Learned Men had a great Share of his Favour ; he — 


gave the Title of Duke to Mencius, who is reckon’d 
the greateft Philofopher after Confucius his Matter, 
who had been declared a King by a former Emperor. 

In this Reign flourifhed feveral Authors of a new 
Philofophy, who undertook to explain the ancient 
Books ; they were called Tcheou, Tching, Ichang, Chao, 
&c. The Emperor diftinguifhed them by Titles of 
Honour while they lived, and after their Death Vang 
ngan che, one of thefe new Philofophers, who began 
to entertain Atheiftical Principles, obferving that the 
Emperor appear’d fad in a dry Seafon, and endea- 
vour’d to appeafe the Anger of Heaven by Fafting 
and Prayer; ‘‘ To what purpofe do you afflict your 
_ © felf, fays he, and what have you to fear from 


‘¢ Heaven? Know, O Prince, that all Events are — 


‘* the Effect of Chance, and that your Labour is in 
<< vain.” Fou pie, a Colao of Diftinction, could not 


bear this Difcourfe, ‘* How dare you teach fuch Doc- | 


“* trine? fays he in an angry Tone; if an Emperor 
‘* fhould lofe all Refpect and Fear of Heaven, what 
<< Crimes would he not be capable of committing ? 
The fame Vang ngan tche {trove to introduce ma- 
ny other Novelties ; but the celebrated Sou ma quang, 
who was in great efteem, vigoroufly oppos’d all the 
Projects of this rafh and fuperficial Genius,’ Chin 


_ kong died in the fecond Year of the Cycle, at thircy- Cycle 58 
eight Years of Age, his Son named Zche tfong being ae 


his Succeffor. 


Tche | 
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Tche tfong, the Seventh Emperor, reigned +5 Years. 


TCHE TSONG, who was but ten Years old 
at his Acceffion to the Throne, was under the Care 
of the Emprefs his Grandmother ; fhe govern’d the 
Empire with great Prudence during the eight Years 
that fhe liv’d: A little before her Death fhe ordered 
the Colaos to expel from Court the great Number of 
ufelefs Minifters, who were only fit to corrupt the 
young Prince; but the Order was too late, fhe ought 
to have done it when it was in her.Power: Liu kong . 
tchu, being rais’d to the Dignity of Colao, prefented a 
Memorial to the Emperor, which contain’d the ten 
following Counfels, 1. Fear Heaven. 2. Love your 
Subjects. 3. Endeavour to be perfeét. 4. Apply your 
felf to the Sciences. 5. Give Imployments to Per- 
fons of Merit. 6. Be ready to hear Advice. 7. Lef- 
fen the Taxes. 8. Mitigate the Severity of Punifh- 
ments. 9. Shun Prodigality. 10. Deteft vicious Plea- 
fures. 

The Emperor divorced his Wife, upon which one ~ 
of his Minifters prefenting a Memorial containing 
Remonftrances on this Occafion, the Prince told 
him, He had follow’d the Example of fome of bis An- 
ceftors: You had better (replied the Minifter) imitate 
their Virtues than their Faults. ‘The Emperor was fo 
ftung with thts Reply, that he threw down the Me- 
morial, and trampled upon it, and depriv’d the Co- 


dao of his Dignity for giving him this Advice. 


Tche tfong was but twenty-five. Years of Age when 
he died, in the feventeenth Year of the Cycle. Hei 
tfong was his Succeffor ; he was the eleventh Son of 
Chin tfong, the fixth Emperor of this Dynafty. © 


Hoei tfong, the Eighth Emperor, reigned 25 Years. 


HOEI TSO NG divided his Authority with the 
Emprefs his Grandmother, and fpent more Time in 
the Pleafures of his Court, than in the Bufinefs of the 

| State, 
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State, yet he loved Literature, in which he had made 
a confiderable Progrefs. 

Tho’ he could not be ignorant of the Troubles oc- 
cafioned in former Times by the Power. of the Eu- 
nuchs, yet he honour’d them with his Favour and 
Protection, and went fo far as to grant Sovereignties 
to fome of them, which were never beftow’d but on 
Princes of the Imperial Family, or to great Men who 
had done fignal Services to:'the Empire: This was an 

Error which admits of no Excufe. 
_ His Reputation fuffer’d more by his Adherence to 
the Sect of Zao; for he carefully collected all the Books 
which contained their Doétrine, and was fo infatua- 
ted as to give the Title of Chang ti, that is, Supreme 
Lord, to a famous Difciple among them, named 


Tchang’y; nay, he went farther, for he declared him- _ 


felf Head of this impious Sect. 

The Authors of this Time cannot forbear’ railing 
again{t thefe Proceedings, and readily afcribe all the 
fucceeding Misfortunes, and the Deftruction of the 
Empire to this enormous Blafphemy, which was fo 
difhonourable to the true Lord of Heaven. 

The. Emperor, contrary to the Advice of the King 
of Corea, and the Majority of his Minifters, joined 
Forces with the Eaftern Yartars, called Niu t¢he, in- 
tending, with this additional Strength, to deftroy the 
Kingdom of Leao tong: The Yartars joyfully enter’d 
into this Confederacy, and feveral Battles were fought, in 
which the Army of Leao tong was always defeated, and 
- reduced at laft to that Extremity, that the Remnant 
of the People were obliged to fly for Safety to the 
Weftern Mountains, ‘Thus ended the Government of 


Leao tong, which in two hundred and nine Years. was — 


ruled by nine Princes: The Zartar General grew fo 

proud of this Conqueft, that he determined to found 

an Empire by the Name of Kiz, } 
Soon after, feeking to aggrandize himfelf, he open- 


ly broke the Treaties he had made with the Emperor 
Ff Of 
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~ of China, and invading the Provinces of Pe tebe li 


and Chen fi, made himfelf Mafter of them more by 
the Treachery of fome Chinefe Malecontents, than by 
the Strength of his Arms. The Emperor, fearing he . 
fhould lofe the greateft part of his Dominions, made 


the Tartars feveral advantageous Propofals : ‘The Zar- 


tar Prince invited the Emperor to come in Perfon, 
and fettle the Limits of the two Empires; he ac- 
cepted the Invitation, and they agreed on new Ar- 
ticles to ratify the Peace ; but on the Emperor’s Re- 
turn to his Capital City, his Minifters made him 
change his Defign, telling him, that the Treaty. ought 
not to take place, and that the fharpeft War was pre- 
ferable to fuch a fhameful Peace. The Yartar, who was 
inform’d of this Refolution, had immediately recourfe 
to Arms, and taking feveral Towns enter’d the Pro- 
vince of Chan fi in'Vriumph, and defired the Emperor 


‘to come a fecond time and fettle their Limits. This 


unhappy Prince, who dreaded War, was fo weak as 
to go to his Enemy, who prefently. after his Arrival, 
kept him Prifoner, and ftript him of all the Enfigns 
of: his Dignity. A faithful Minifter named Lz /o chin, 
who accompanied the Emperor, enraged at fuch bafe 
Treachery, cry’d out witha deep Sigh; ‘* Heaven 
‘© cannot have two Suns, nor I obey two Matters.” © 
The Yartars endeavour’d to appeafe him, but they 
only encreafed his Fury, and in the Height of his 
Paffion he killed himfelf, after he had cut off his Lips — 
and his Tongue. - 

. Hoei tfong died in the Defart of Cha mo, where he 
was confined, the forty-fecond Year of the Cycle, aged 
fifty-four Years; before his Death he named Kin t/ong 
his eldeft Son to fucceed him. 


‘Kin tong, the Ninth Emperor, reigned one Year. 
_Kin tfong began his Reign by executing the Orders 


_ Of his Father, who had enjoin’d him to’ put to death 
- fix of his Minifters, that had betrayed him to the 


Tartars ; 
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Tartars; neverthelefs they purfued their Conquefts, 


invading the Province of Ho man, and paffing the. 


Yellow River without Oppofition ; they were even 
furprized at the Indolence of the Chinefe, who with a 


handful of Men could have prevented their paffing ° 


this River ; then they marched direétly to the Imperial 
City, which they took and plunder’d, carrying away 
Captives the Emperor and his aan - The princi- 
_ pal Lords, and feveral of the Minifters, preferr’d Death 
before fuch an ignominious Bondage: The Zartars 
did not carry off the Emprefs Meng, becaufe fhe told 
them fhe was divorced, and had no Concern in the 


Management of Affairs. * This Princefs preferv’d the. 


Empire by her prudent Conduct, in gaining over the 
principal Perfons, and placing Kao tfong on the 
Throne; he was Brother of the laft Emperor, and 
ninth Son of Hoe: tfong, by the Emprefs he divorced: - 


Kao tfong, the Tenth Emperor, reigned 36 Years. 


KAO TSONG firft refided at Nan king, but 
fhortly after was obliged to remove the Court to 
Hang tcbeou, Capital of the Province of /che kiang: 
Tho’ he was of a peaceable Difpofition, and a Lover 
of Learning, yet he gain’d feveral Victories over the 
Yartars, and alfa over fome rebellious Leaders, who 
took advantage of the prefent Troubles to enrich 
themfelves by plundering the Provinces. 

Cong ye. who commanded his Army, had feveral 
times repuls’d the Zartars, but with little Profit, fince 
the Emperor could never regain any of the conquer’d 
Countries: This Prince is blamed for two things; Firlt, 
for flighting Minifters of the greateft Skill and Inte- 
grity, and placing his whole-Confidence in two or 
three Sharpers: Secondly, for being fo much devo- 
ted to the Sect of the Bonzes, that he abandon’d the 
Government to his adopted Son, that he might have 
the more Time for their fuperftitious Contempla- 


tions. 
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Hi tfong,.the Tartar King, to gain the Love of his 


Subjects gave publick Proofs of his Efteem for Learn- 


ing and learned Men ; he alfo vifited the Hall of Con- 
fucius, and paid him regal Honours: The Courtiers 
were difpleafed that a Man of fuch mean Extraction 
fhould receive fuch Honours, and difcover’d their Sur- 
‘prifeto the King: He reply’d, ‘* If he does not de- 
-S6 ferve thefe Honours by his Birth, he deferves them 
‘6 for his excellent Doctrine: He fell afterwards on 
the Town of Nan king, from whence the Emperor 
was retired, and took it. 

The Fidelity of a Cbinefe General, who was made 
Prifoner, is highly commended ; he was greatly im- 
portun’d to fide with the Zartars, but he refufed the 


- -moft advantageous Offers, and wrote with his Blood 


on his Robe, ‘* That-he had rather die; and meet the 


© Spirit of the Imperial Family of Sexg, than live to 


‘Cycle 52. 
An. Dom. 
1144. 


“¢ ferve the Barbarians.” This refolute Behaviour coft 
him his Life, for he was inftantly killed, 
- Inthe mean time 70 ff, another Chinefe General, was 
advancing by long Marches to relieve the Town of 
Nan king ; the ‘Yartars had notice of it, and fetting 
Fire to the Palace retired towards the North. 20 ff 
arriv’d time enough to attack their Rear-Guard, which 
fuffer’d very much: They never afterward ventur’d to 
crofs the River Kiang. | | | 
A few Years after the Emperor made Peace with 
the Zartar King on very difhonourable Conditions ; 
for in figning this Treaty he made ufe of the Word 
Tchin, which fignifies Subject, and of Cong, which is 
Tributary: The Zartar, in confideration of thefe 
fubmiflive Terms, engaged to fend the Emperor the 
Bodies of eight of his Relations, who had died within 
eight Years » When thefe Bodies were brought to the Im- 
perial City, they were received with great Demon- 
{trations of Joy, the Prifon-Doors were fet open, and 
a general Pardon granted to the whole Empire. 


The 
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The Chinefe Authors highly praife this Action, as a 
rare Example of filial Piety: In the thirtieth Year 
of this Reign the Yartar King broke the Peace, and 
with a formidable Army invaded the Provinces of the 
South, and took the Town of Yang tcheou, and ap- 
proaching the River Yang t/e kiang, which is near the 
City, he commanded his Troops to pafs over near the 
Mouth of the River, whereit is widert and moft rapid ; 
upon which the whole Army mutinied, and the King was 
_ killed in the beginning oe the Tumult; the Army 

inftantly retired towards the North, where feveral 


Troubles began to appear. In the rgth Year of the — 


Cycle, Kao t/ong refign’d the Crown to his adopted 
Son Hiao tfong ; he lived twenty-four Years after, and 
died without Children, at the Age of eighty-four Years. 


Hao tfong, the Eleventh Emperor, reigned 27 Years. 


_HIAO TSONG was defcended from the Foun- 
der of this Dynafty, and enjoy‘a quiet and peaceful 
Reign, becaufe the Tartar King, named Che t/ong, 
was of a gentle and pacifick Difpofition. 

Tchu bi, one of the moft celebrated Interpreters of 
the Ancient Books, flourifh’d at this time; he enjoy’d, 
with Honour, the firft Pofts in the State under four 
Emperors. 

Fitao tfong died fixty-eight Years old, in ‘the forty- 
fixth Year of the Cycle; his third Son named Quang 
tfong was his Succeffor. 


Quang tfong, the Twelfth Emperor, reigned five Years. 


- QUANG TSONG was feized by an Apoplexy, 
in the fifty-firft Year of the Cycle, and died a few 
Days after, aged fifty-four Years; he was fucceeded 
by his third Son Ning tfong. 


Ning tfong, the Thirteenth Emperor, reigned 30 Years. 


NING TSONG was with Difficulty perfuaded 
to accept of the Crown, and was in fome meafure 
f 3 obliged 
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obliged to afcend the Throne againft his Inclination : 
He was of a temperate and gentle Difpofition, but 
withal of fuch a narrow Genius, that his Courtiers 
ruled him as they pleafed, or rather continually jm- 
Pe on his Credulity. He publifhed an Edict, which 
orbid all private Perfons to write-or print any Annals 


_of the Empire, without the Licence of the Govern- 


ment. 3 
About this time died the famous Tchu bi, who was 


honoured after his Death with the Title of Ven kong, 


_ which fignifies Prince of Learning, and his Tablette 
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was fet up in the Hall of Confucius, in the Rank of his 
Difciples. It is a Cuftom eftablifhed in China, that 
when any Perfon has remarkably diftinguifh’d him- 
felf by his Virtue, or Knowledge in the Art of Go- 
vernment, the Emperors rank him among the Difci- 
ples of Confucius, that he may partake of the Ho- 
nours which the Mandarins and learned Men pay to 
his Memory on certain Days in the Year. The Pa- 
lace was fet on fire, and continued burning four Days, 
and fome Years after a Fire happen’d in the Imperial 
Town of Hang tcheou, which confumed 530000 
Houfes. | 

The twelfth Year of this Reign, the * Chief of 
the Weftern Zartars laid the Foundation of his Em- 
pire, and gave his Family the Name of Yuen. Thefe 
Zartars poffefs the Country which extends from the 
Province of Chen fi to Thibet, and to Samarcand. 


' Since they had been entirely defeated by the fifth 


Emperor of the fifth Dynafty Has, about a hundred 
Years before the. Chriftian Era, they paid a great Re- 


| ade to the Chinefe Power, either becaufe the Weftern 


eople of 4/2 found them Employment, or becaufe 
their Forces were divided among many petty Sove- 
reigns, who not being always in Friendfhip with each 
other,. were not able to undertake any Enterprife 


i. This Chief is faid to be the famous Zinghis kan. 
againft 
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oe China, & fabulous Story is reported of thefe 
artars, that having deftroy’d the Kingdom of Ma- 
tena, and carried their Conquefts to the Indies and 
Samarcani, they advanced to Tie muen, that is, the 
Iron Gate, which was the Name of a Cittadel ; that 
in this Place their General was ftopt by a Monfter 
fhaped like a Hart, his Skin was green, and he had 
a Horn in his Fore-head, and a Tail like a Horfe. 


_ This Monfter fpoke to the Yartar Prince, and ask’d * 


him if he was not fatisfied with fo much Blood and 
Slaughter, and if his Fury would have no Bounds? 
This fo frighted the Yartar, that he return’d to his 
own Country, and .fometime afterwards invaded 
China. | a LO 

In the mean time the Eafterh Yartars broke the 
Peace, and made an Irruption into the Empire. 
Upon this the Emperor. enter’d into a League with 


the Prince of Weft Tartary to deftroy the Eaftern | 


Tartars, hoping to rid himfelf of an Enemy, who de- 
rided the Faith of Treaties, and continually harrafs’d 
the Country. The Eaftern Tartars, in a great Con- 
{ternation, immediately fued for Peace, and made very 
advantageous Propofals ; but the Emperor, incenfed 


by their Breach of the moft folemn Treaties, and de- | 


pending more on the Faith of the Weftern Tartars, 
{cornfully rejected thefe Conditions. Ning t/ong died 
without Iffue the twenty-firft Year of the Cycle, aged 
fifty-feven Years. He was fucceeded by Li t/ong, 
who was defcended from the Founder of this Dy- 


natty, | 
Li tfong, the Fourteenth Emperor, reigned 40 Years. 


THE prefent Conjuncture required a warlike 
Prince, but Li ¢/ong was entirely devoted to the Sci- 
ences, and very much attach’d to the mad Opinion 
~ of the Sect of Zao:, In the fecond Year of his Reign 
he gave the Title of Duke in perpetuity to the eldeft 
Son of the Family of Confucius ; this is the only Fa- 

| Fra | mily 
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mily in the Empire which is exempted from paying 


Tribute. : : 

In the mean time the War was carry’d on againft 
the Zartars with great Vigour, for they were attack’d 
on one fide by the Chinefe, and on the other by the 
Weftefn Yartars, commanded by a skilful General 
named Pe yen, and were defeated in feveral Engage- 
ments. The Town of Ho nan was taken, where the 
King of Eaft Zartary kept his Court, and the Capital 
of the Province of Chan tong was befieged ; the Siege 
held a long Time, for the Befieged defended the 
Place fo obftinately, that they were driven by Fa- 


_ mine to feed.on human Flefh: At length Ngai #7, the 


Tartar Prince, defpairing of Relief, hang’d himfelf ; 
his Death put an end to the Empire of the Eaftern 
Yartars, which had been rul’d by nine Princes in the 
Space of 117 Years: Neverthelefs the fmall Re- 
mains of thefe People gave rife to the Family, which 
afterwards poffefs’d the Empire of China, and govern 
it with Glory to this Day, as we fhall fee in the Se- 

uel, : 
: Whilft Zz ¢/ong had only the Southern Provinces of 
China under his Dominion, the Weftern Tartars had 
the Empire of the North. Their King Ho pie lie, who 


_ had ftudied the Sciences, gain’d the good Will of his 


Subjeéts by the Encouragement he gave to Learning, 
and by doing Honour to the Memory of Confucius, 
whom the Learned of China reverence as their Ma- 
fter. Li ¢/ong died without Iffue the firft Year of the 
Cycle, aged fixty two Years ; Tou tfong his Nephew 
fucceeded him. | 


Tou tfong, the Fifteenth Emperor, reigned ten Years. 
T HE vicious Courfes to which Zou tong was a- 


. bandon’d, prov’d fatal to himfelf and the Empire. 


He was fupported in his Follies by a treacherous Co- 


Jao. who was equally a Slave to the moft criminal 
Paffions, — 


The 
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The Minifters prefented Memorials to difingage the 
’ Emperor from this wicked Man, but without Succefs. 

Many of them, feeing no Remedy for the Misfortunes 
_ which were ready to fall on the Imperial Family, re- 


tired to the Weftern Tartars, who were purfuing their- 
Defign of conquering the Empire: Their Army 


having overrun the Provinces of Yun nan, Se tchuen, 
and Chen fi, enter’d the Province of Hou quang ; 
moft of the Cities open’d the Gates to the Conqueror, 
whilft the wretched Tou ¢/ong, diffolv’d in Pleafures, 
was robb’d of his Dominions by degrees, before he 
was inform’d of thefé Misfortunes. 

It-was about this Time that Mark Paul, a Ve- 
_ netian Gentleman, came into China, and travelled 
thro’ the fineft Provinces of this Country, of which 
he afterwards publifh’d a Relation which gain’d but 
little Credit in Europe. | | 

Tou tfong died the eleventh Year of the Cycle, aged 
twenty-five Years, leaving three young Children, 
who were born to be the Sport of Fortune. Kong t/fong 
his fecond Son was plac’d upon the tottering Throne. 


Kong tfong, the Sixteenth Emperor, reigned two Years. 


THE Enmprefs governing during the Infancy of 
Kong tfong, {ent Ambaffadors to the Yartar Prince 
to beg Peace, fubmitting to the moft humble and 
hardeft Conditions. 

The Zartar King, without the leaft Compaffion, 
an{wer’d, ** Your Family owes its Rife to the Infan- 
‘¢ cy of the preceding Dynafty, it is therefore juft 
that the Remains of the Family of jong, who 
‘s-are Infants, fhould give place to another Family. 

Inthe interim Pe yen, the Zartar General, advanc’d 
_ with a numerous Army, and nothing ftopt the Pro- 
grefs of. the Conqueror; Pe yen is highly prai- 
fed for his Prudence, in conducting an Army 
of 200000 Men with as much eafe as a fingle 
Soldier ; and for his Modefty, which was fo . 
: mark- 
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markable, that in the midft of all his Victories he 


never {poke the leaft Word in his own Praife. The 
thirteenth Year of the Cycle he took the Emperor 


‘Prifoner, who died in the Defart of Tartary call’d 


Kobi or Cha me; this Princé was but ten Years old, 
and was fucceeded by his eldeft Brother Zouan tong 
in the Empire and his Misfortunes. 


Touan tfong, the Seventeenth Emperor, reigned 2 Years. 


_ THE viétorious March of the Tartar, who met 
with no Refiftance, oblig’d the Emperor to go on 
board his Fleet, with the Lords of his Court, and the 
Remains of his Army, which confifted of 130000 
Men ; they would have retir’d towards the Province 


of Fo kien, but being purfued by the Zartars, both by 


Sea and Land, they were oblig’d to fly to the Coaft 
of Quang tong, which is the laft Province of China, 


where the Emperor died of a Difeafe, aged 11 Years, 


His younger Brother Zi ping, who was the laft of the 
Family of Song, was his Succeflor, 


Ti ping, the Kighteento Emperor, reigned two Years. ° 


THE Chinefe Fleet, being overtaken by the Tar- 
tarian Fleet, could not avoid an Engagement, which 
proved very bloody, and decifive in favour of the 
Yartars, who gain’d a complete Victory. : 

The Colao Ei freou fe, who had the Care of the Em 
peror, feing his Ship furrounded by the Yartarian Vel- 
fels, took the young Prince in his Arms, being but 
eight Years, and threw himfelf with him into the Sea. 
The reft of the Lords and Minifters follow’d his Ex- 
ample: The Emprefs, frantick in Defpair, with hor- 
rid Shrieks threw herfelf alfo into the Sea: This 
terrible Cataftrophe happen’d near an Ifland in the 
Diftrict of Quang tcheou fou, Capital of the’ Province 
of Quang tong: Another General, who commanded a 
Part of the Chinefe Fleet, fought his Way through 
the Enemy, and efcaped their Fury with fome of his 

" } | | Vef- 


Cuina, CHINESE-T ARTARY, &. 


' WVeffels; he did his utmoft Endeavour to make to 
Shore, but he was drove off by a {trong Land Wind, 
and a violent Storm arifing at the fame Time, he 
was inftantly funk with all that follow’d him. 

It is affirm’d that above 100000 Chinefe perifh’d in 
this Fight, either by the Sword or the Sea, into 
which the greateft Part threw themfelves in Defpair. 


Thus ended the Dynafty of Song, the laft of the Chi- - 


nefe Emperors: Cbtt/ou, who was before called Ho pi 
lie, the fourth Son of Yai tfou, the Founder of the Em- 
pire of the Weftern Yartars, took Poffeffion of his 
new Conqueft, and was the firft Emperor of this new 
Dynatty. | 





The Twentieth Dynafty, called Yuen, which con- 
tains nine Emperors in the Space of eighty- 
nine Years. } 


— Chitfou, the Firft Emperor, reigned fifteen Years, 


HE Chinefe, who for fo many Ages had been 
govern’d by their own Princes, now firft became 
fubject to a foreign Power, if we may call this’ Em- 
peror a Foreigner, who in all his Behaviour feem’d 


rather a Chinefe than a Zartar. At his coming to — 


the Crown he made no Alteration, neither in the 
Miniftry nor in the Laws and Cuftoms; he was fo 
conformable to the Humour of his new Subjects, and 
gain’d their Affections to that degree by his ftrict 
Honour, his Equity, by the Protection he gave to 
Men of Letters, and by his tender Love of his Peo- 
le, that at prefent the Adminiftration of this Tartar. 
Family is call’d The wife Government. : 
He firft fettled his Court at Tai yuen fou, Capital 
of the Province of Chan fi, and afterwards remov’d 
it to Peking: This Town js call’d Cam balu, J 
: ) 
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of Ham paly, by Mark Paul the Venetian, for in 
the Tartar Language Ham fignifies King, and Palu 
a Court or Seat of the Emperor; it is eafy for a 
Stranger to miftake the Pronunciation of Words, 

Masing of which he cannot readily attain to ; this 


nefe Cities. | 
' The Emperor made a Declaration, that all Per- 
fons fhould continue in the Employments they pof- 
fefs’d in the preceding Reign, but fome refus’d the | 
Offer, and preferr’d a voluntary Dedth before an ho- 
nourable Servitude ; one of thefe was a Colac, named 
Ven tien fian, who was taken Prifoner in the Sea- 

It was reprefented to him in vain that there was 
no hopes of reftoring the Family of Song, which was 
extinct, that a wife Man ought to fubmit to Fate, 
that the Emperor knew his Merit, and he might be af- 
fur’d of his Favour. = 

‘¢ A faithful’ Minifter, reply’d the Colao, is at- 
“© tach’d to his Mafter as a Son is to his Father ; if 
«© his Father is fick he ufes all manner of Remedies 
‘¢ for his Cure; if the Strength of the Difeafe pre- 
“¢ vails over thefe Remedies, he ftill continues his 
*< Endeavours to give him Eafe, that he may fulfil 
“<< the Duties of filial Piety, and is ftill fenfible that 
«© Heaven is the fovereign Arbiter of Lifeand Death.” 
This was all the Anfwer he would make, and all En- 
deavours to conquer his Obftinacy prov’d fruitlefs. 

After his Death thefe two Sentences were found 
written by his own Hand on his Girdle; the firft is 
from Confucius, which was this, Let the Body perifo, 
provided that filtal Piety is brought to Perfeétion , the 
other, from Mentius, was thus exprefs’d, Jt is but a 
Trifle to lofe one’s Life in the Support of Fuftice. This 


Colao died, being forty-feven Years of Age, greatly 
lamented. 


The 
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The Emperor in the third Year of his Reign un- 


dertook an Enterprize againft Fapan, and 100000 


Men were employ’d in the Expedition, which prov’d 
’ very unfortunate, not above three or four Perfons re- 
turning home with the News, that all the reft were 
loft by Shipwreck, or perifh’d in the neighbouring 
Iflands. | | 3 

The fame. Year he caufed all the Books of the Seét 
of Zao to be burnt, and ordain’d that there fhould be 
but one Calendar for the whole Empire; which fhould 
‘be made at Court, and publifh’d yearly, forbidding 
all private Perfons to concern themfelves in this Work 
upon pain of Death. 7 

Four Years after his only Son dy’d, whom he had 
appointed his Heir, and tho’ he left Children the 
Emperor was inconfolable for his Lofs: Some Mabo- 
metans having offer’d the Emperor a Precious Stone 
of great Value, he forbid the Sale of it, Becau/e, faid 
he, the Money it would coft might be more-ufefully em- 
ploy’d for the Relief of the Poor. | 


Underftanding that the Veffels, which brought to _ 


Court the Tribute of the Southern’ Provinces, were 
_ obliged to come. by Sea, and alfo thofe which car- 
ry’d on the Trade of the Empire, and that they often 
fuffer’d Shipwreck, he caufed a great Canal‘to be 
made, which is at prefent one of the Wonders of CZi- 
na, being 300 Leagues long, and like a great Road 
of Water, by which upwards of gooo Imperial Vef- 
fels tranfport fecurely, and at a fmall Expence, the 
Tribute of Grain, Stuffs, €¢c. which is annually paid 
to the Emperor. oe 3 


Had this been the only Advantage this Prince pro- 


cured for China, he might well deferve the great En- 
comiums which are given him: He died at eighty 
Years of Age, in the thirty-firft Year of the Cycle, 
_and was fucceeded by his Grandfon named Zching 


bong. 
| T ching 
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Tching tfong, the Second Emperor, reigned 13 Years. 


TCHING TSONG is prais’d for his Cle- 
mency, and his Love to his Subje¢ts: He mitigated 


the Severity of Punifhments, and leffen’d the Impofts 


with which the People were opprefs’d by feveral of the 


petty Sovereigns ; but his ill State of Health prevent- 


ed his applying himfelf diligently to the Affairs of 


_ Government. 


He dy’d at the Age of Forty-two, in the forty- 
fourth Year of the Cycle, and Vou t/fong his Nephew 
fucceeded him. 


Vou tfong, the Third Emperor, reigned four Years. 


T HE People thought the Reign of Vou t/ong too 
fhort, being charm’d with the Affection he bore them, 
and the ready Inclination he always fhew’d to make 
them happy : He was naturally liberal, but beftow’d 
his Favours only on thofe who did fome confiderable 
Service to the State, whom he rewarded with a Royal 
Generofity. | oe 

To give a Luftre to Learning, and to create an 
Emulation among the Learned, he gave to Confucius 
the fame Titles and Honours that are paid to Sove- 
reign Princes ; and being inform’d that Gold, Silver, 
Grain, and Silk, were carry’d out of the Empire, he 
forbid the Exportation of thefe Commodities for the 
future under fevere Penalties. 

This Prince dy’d at the Age of thirty-one, inthe 
forty-eighth Year of the Cycle, and Gin t/ong his ute- 
rine Brother was his Sucteffor. - 


Gin tfong, the Fourth Emperor, reigned nine Years. | 


THE People had no reafon to regret the Lofs of 
the Emperor, for they found ftill more valuable Qua- 
lities in his Succeffor Gin t/oag, who had a lively and 
penetrating Genius, join’d with great Equity, Sweet- 
nefs of Temper, and Moderation. 

| | The 
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The way to gain his Favour was to give him pru- 


dent Advice, efpecially when it tended to procure the — 


Quiet and Happinefs of his Subjects: He infliéted. 
Punifhments with Regret, but rewarded with Libera- 


_ lity ; in fhort, he apply’d himfelf wholly to the well- 


governing his Dominions. 


"He publith’d an Edi&t forbidding all Princes and. 


petty Sovereigns to hunt from the fifth Moon in each 
Year to the tenth, to prevent doing Damage to the 
Country; and ufed to fay, That the Mabometans 
were extremely fond of Jewels, but that he fet a grea- 
~~ ter Value on wife Men, whom he always endeavour’d 
to have near his Perfon; For, faid he, if by ibeir 
Counfel I can make my People enjoy Peace, aud the Con- 


veniencies of Life, what Riches can be compar’d to this 


_ Happinefs ? | , | 

Being inform’d that five Brethren were found guil- 
ty of a Crime, for which they were condemn’d to die, 
Let one at leaft be pardoned, fays the Emperor, tbat 
their unfortunate Parents may have fomebody left to feed 
and comfort them: In the time of a great Drought, 
which threaten’d to deftroy the Harveft, *Zis J, cry’d 
he fighing, *tis I who bave drawn this Calamity upon 
my People, and frequently repeating thefe Words, he 
_ Offer’d-Incenfe, and implor’d the Affiftance of Hea- 
ven, ‘and it was obferv’d that the next Day Rain fell 
in great Abundance, which reviv’d the parch’d and 
languifhing Fields. | | ) 

This Prince dy’d aged thirty-fix Years, the fifty- 


—feventh Year of the Cycle; his eldeft Son Ying tfong | 


fucceeded him. | 
Yng tfong, the Fifth Emperor, reigned three Years. 


YNG TSONG poffefs’d all the Virtues of his 
Father, and his Subjects expected the Continuation of 
this happy: Government, when he was affaffinated, as 
he was entering his Tent with a moft faithful Colao, 
by fome wicked Villains, who had been guilty of the 


moit | 
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moft enormous Crimes, and dreaded the Punifhment 
due to their Demerits. | 

This Prince liv’d but thirty Years, and his Succef- 
for was Tai ting eldeft Son of King Hien tong. 


Tai ting, the Sixth Emperor, reigned five Years. 
ABOUT a Month after Yai ting began his 


Reign ; he condemn’d the Murderers of his Predecef- 


for to fuffer the moft cruel Deaths, and extirpated 
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their Families, by executing their Children and Grand- 
Children. | : 

In this Reign, as in the former, China was afflict- 
ed with various Calamities, as Earthquakes, falling of 
Mountains, Inundations, Droughts, Conflagrations, 
and many other Difafters, and the Emperors on thefe 
Occafions gave Proofs of their Affection for the Peo- 
ple, by the Succour they procur’d them to the utmoft 
of their ‘Power. : | 

Tai ting forbid the Bonzes of Thibet, called Lamas, 
to enter his Dominions, who ufed to come in great 


- numbers to China, and wandering from Houfe to 


Houfe were burdenfome to the People. 

This Prince dying the fiftieth Year of the Cycle, 
aged thirty-fix Years, the States affembled after his 
Death, and elected his fecond Son; but he refus’d to 
accept a Crown, which he faid was the Right of his 
eldeft Brother Ming tfong; upon which Refufal the 
Prince was fent for, who was in Zartary, and pro- 
claim’d Emperor. 


Ming tfong, the Seventh Emperor, reigned one Year, 


SIX Months after Ming tong was made Empe- 
ror he gave’a great Entertainment for all the Lords 
of his Court, but in the height of their Mirth he 
dy’d fuddenly, and fome fuipect he was poifon’d: 
His younger Brother Ven t/ong, who had before re- 
fus’'d the Crown, - was his Succeffor. 


Ven 
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Ven tfong; the Eighth Emperor, reign’d three Ye cars. 


VEN FYSONG feem’d to have merited the 
Crown for having refus’d it with fo much Indiffe- 
rence ; and indeed the Care he took to have good 
Minifters, and his Readinefs to follow their Counfels, 
is worthy of Praife: He 1s accufed but of one Er- 


ror, and that was for receiving into his Palace, with — 


the greateft Honours, the great Lama, Head of the 
Bonzes of Thibet, and for commanding his Courtiers 
to pay him the poe Refpect. 

The greateft Lords were feen to falute this Bonze 
upon their Knees, and to give him Wine in this 
humble Pofture, whilft he did not deignto ftir from 
his Seat, nor return the leaft Mark of Civility. 

One of the principal Courtiers being piqu’d at this 
Haughtinefs, ‘* Honeft Man *(fays he) I know that 
“* you are a Difciple of Foe, and Mafter of the 
‘¢ Bonzes, but perhaps you are ignorant that Iam a 
“< Difciple of Confucius, and of one of the high- 
<< eft Orders of the Learned in the Empire; it’s 
— & fit you fhould ‘be acquainted with it, therefore let 
** us Jay afideall Ceremony ;” and ftanding up at the 
fame time he offer’d him the Cup, when the great 
Lama rifing from his Seat, and {miling, took the Wine 
and drank it. | 

Ven tfong died the ninth Year of the Cycle, aged 
twenty-nine Years, and Ning t/ong fucceeded him, but as 


he liv’d only two Months, he ts nat rank’d among. 


the Emperors: His eldeft Brother Chun ti was fetch’d 


from the Province of Quang fi, and placed on the 


Throne, being thirteen Years old; he was the Son of 
the feventh Emperor. 


Chun ti, the Ninth Emperor, reigned 35 Years. 


CHUN TI was the laft of the Tartar Princes of 
this Dynafty who govern’d China: Thefe Princes, 
enervated by the Pleafures of this fine and fruitful Cli- 
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mate, infenfibly degenerated from the Courage and 
Bravery of their Anceftors, while the Chinefe whom they 
had fubdu’d, growing a warlike People, deprived them 


_ of their Conquefts, and drove them for ever from the 


Empire. 

This Emperor, tho’ of great natural Parts, drew 
upon himfelf this Difgrace by his effeminate Indolence 
and Love of Pleafures, for which he quite neglected 
the Bufinefs of the State, leaving the Care of the Go- 
vernment to his Colao, Pe yeou hama, who was be- 
come abfolute, and intirely difpos’d of all the: Empe- 
ror’s Favours. - ) : 

To compleat his Misfortunes he fent for the Lamas 
of Zartary, who introduced Idolatry and Magick, and 
as they only ftudy’d to humour the vicious Inclina- 
tions of this Prince, they placed in the Palace a Com- 
pany of young Female Dancers, whofe Practices ren- 
dered him completely effeminate. . 

In the twenty-third Year of the Cycle a Chine/, 
nam’d Zchou, who had been a Servant in a Monaftery 
of Bonzes, joining a numerous Company of Revol- 


. ters, became their Leader, and made a furprifing Ad- 


vantage of the prefent Circumftances of Affairs, ren- 
dering himfelf by degrees Mafter of fome Provinces, 
and in a celebrated Battle defeated Part of the Em- 
peror’s Troops which oppos’d his. victorious March. 
Thefe extraordinary Succeffes foon increas’d his Army, 
and the Chinefe flock’d to him from all Parts; Tchou 
having crofs’d the Yellow River without Oppofition, 
eafily got poffeffion of all the Towns in his way, and 


- at length meeting the Imperial Army gave imme- 
diate Orders to engage, and gain’d a complete Vic- 


tory ; the Emperor was fore’d to fly towards the North, 
where he dy’d two Years after, and with him the Zar- 
tar Family of Yuen was extinét, which was fuc- 
ceeded by the Dynafty Ming, founded by Zchou, who 
was called before Hong vou, and who took the Name 


of Dai tou. 
The 
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The _— fof Dynafty, named Ming, which 
contains fixteen Emperors in the Space of 
266 Years. 


Tai tfou, or Hong vou, the Firp Emperor, negnes 
thirty-one Years. 


4 I TS OU took poffeffion of the Empire with 
general Applaufe, in the forty-fixth Year of the 


Cycle, and fix’d his Court at Nan king, Capital .of » 


the Province of Kiang nan: The next Year he took 
Peking, after one Day’s Siege, and made this Coun- 
try a Sovereignty, which he gave to Fo his fourth 
Son ; afterwards he gave the Title of Emperor to his 
Father, Grandfather, Great Grandfather, and his 
Great Grandfather’s Father. 

He made feveral Laws to preferve the Peace of the 
Empire, by which he ordain’d, 

a. That thofe who enjoy'd Sovereignties fhould 
not extend their Power beyond the Limits of their 
Territories, nor meddle with Publick Affairs. 

2. That Eunuchs fhould have no Employments Ci- 
vil or Military. 

3. That no Perfon fhould become a Bonze, or 
Bonzefs, before the Age of forty Years. 

4. That the ancient and modern Laws fhould be re- 
duced into a Body of three hundred Volumes: This 
Work was an Age before it appear’d. 

5. That the twenty-feven Months, which was the 
Time of mourning for the Death of a Father or Mo- 
ther, fhould be reduc’d to twenty-feven Days. 

His Court was foon crouded with Ambaffadors 
from all Parts, who came to congratulate him on his 
excceon to the Throne, and brought him, among 
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other Prefents, a Lion, which was the firft the Chi- 


' wefe ever faw: Corea, Fapan, the Iftand of Formofa, 
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the Kingdom of Siam, and the Southern Ifles were 
diftinguifh’d for the mott celebrated Embaffies. 

The Joy of the Court was very much damp’d by 
the Death of the Emperor’s Wife, named Ma, whom 
he highly efteem’d, and openly declar’d that he ow’d 
the Crown to her prudent Counfel; he was fo griev’d 
for this Lofs, that he never created another Emprefs. 

It being one of his chief Concerns to make Learn- 
ing flourifh, he granted great Privileges to the _Impe- 
rial College, and affifted in Perfon at the Examina- 
tions for attaining the Degree of Doctor; yet he 
would not fuffer Confucius to. be honour’d like a King, 
as fome of his Predeeeffors had done, but order’d him 
to be honour’d in quality of Sien S/ee, that is, a Ma/fter. 
of the Empire. 7 

Among the various Maxims of this Prince, thefe 
two are reported to be moft familiar with him: When 
there is any Difturbance in the Empire, never take any 
hafty Meafures. And again, ln times of Tranquility 
be cautious of treating your People with too much Seve- 
rity, and of infifting upon Trifles. He ufed to fay, 
That as Heaven and Earth produce ail things neceffary 
for the Support of Men, fo a wife Emperor fbould only 
ftudy bow to provide for the Wants q his Subjetts ; and 
tho’ with this View be might leffen the Impofts, and mo- 
derate publick Expences, be fhould always fear bis Sub- 
jeéts might want neceffary Provifions. 

In a time of great Drought he drefs’d himfelf in 
Mourning, went up a high Mountain, and ftaid there 
three Days to implore the Clemency of Heaven; and 
the Rain, which fell afterwards in great Plenty, was 
efteem’d the Effect of his Prayers. 

As he took his Progrefs thro’ the Provinces of the © 
Empire, accompany’d by his eldeft Son, one Day he 


‘ftopt his Car in the midft of the Fields, and turning 


tohis Son, I took you with me, faid he, that you might 
be 
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be an Eye-witnefs of the painful Toils of the poor Hus- 
bandmen, and that the Compaffion this laborious Station 


Joould excite in your Heart might prevent your burden- 


ing them with Impofts. . 

The unexpected Death of this Son, which hap- 
pen'd foon after, overwhelm’d the Emperor with 
Grief; he mourn’d for him three Years, contrary to 
the Law he had made, and named his Grandfon Heir 
- to the Crown. | é 

A young Man named Soui, travelling with- his 
Wife and Father, fell unfortunately into the Hands of 
Robbers ; as they were going to murder the good old 
Man, his Son ftept before him, and begg’d with 
Tears that they would kill him inftead of his Father; 
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and as they offer’d Violence to his Wife, Can you be 


guilty, {ays fhe, of fuch an infamous Aftion, while my 
Husband is ving ? There was a great Fire kindled 
near the Place, into which they threw the youn 
Man, but the Wife ran direéctly into the Flames, ana 
clofely embraeing her Husband they were both burnt 
to Afhes. | 

The Emperor caufed a fine Monument to be erect. 
ed in memory of their Piety and Fidelity ; but at the 


fame, time, he feverely punifh’d another young Man - 


for facrificing his Son to an Idol, in hopes of reco- 
vering the Health of his Mother who was dying, 
This Prince died the fifteenth Year of the Cycle, 
aged feventy-one Years, and his Grandfon Kien ven 
ti, who was but thirteen Years old, fucceeded him, 


Kien ven ti, the Second.Emperor, reigned four Years, 

KIEN VEN TI began his Reign with an 
Action of Clemency, for which he receiv’d the Blef- 
fings of his People; he remitted the third Part of the 
‘Taxes, and gave other Marks of his Concern and 
Compaffion for the Unfortunate, all which promis’d one 
of the moft happy Reigns; but he was difturb’d from 
the beginning by the Ambition of his Uncles, Sons of 
, Gg 3 | the 
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the late Emperor, who could not bear to fee a Child 


preferr’d before fo many Princes who were of Age to ~ 


govern. | 
They attributed their Father’s Choice to the pri- 


vate Contrivances of the Colao, whofe Intrigues they 


had partly difcover’d ; but the fourth Son of Tai ¢/ou, 
who was King of Peking, appeared the moft incens’d, 


_ and took up Arms to revenge this Injuftice, as he 


call’d it, and to punifh the Authors ; the Court fent 
a great Army to oppofe his Defigns, and an Engage- 
ment follow’d which was long and bloody; after 
which Peace was propos’d, but Yong Jo, for fo they 
call’d the King of Peking, rejected all Conditions till 
the Emperor’s Minifters were deliver’d to him; this 
being refus’d he march’d forwards, and arriving near 
the Imperial City, a Traitor, named Li kong long, 
opening the Gates of the City to him, a great Slaugh- 
ter was made in the Town; the Imperial Palace was 
reduc’d to Afhes, and the Body of the young Empe- 
ror, half confumed by the Flames, was brought to 
the Conqueror, who could not refrain from Tears at 
this fad Spectacle, and gave Orders for his Obfe- 


quies to be perform’d.in a manner fuitable to his Dig- — 


nity. 

But the Minifters chiefly felt the Fury of the Con- 
queror, for he put many of them to cruel Deaths ; 
others prevented the Torments to which they were 
deftin’d, by a voluntary Death, while others fhaved 
their Heads, and made their efcape in the Habits of 
Bonzes. | | 
_ Thus was the Emperor deftroy’d at feventeen Years 


of Age, in the fourth Year of his Reign, and the 


twentieth of the Cycle, and Yong lo, who took the 
Name of Yebing fou, {eiz’d on the Throne of his 
Nephew, | 


Tching 
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_ Tching fou, or Yong lo, the Third Emperor, reigned 
- twenty-three Years. 


TCHING SOU was aPrince of great Spirit, and 
uncommon Sagacity, but he made himfelt dreaded 
‘at firft by the cruel Examples of his Severity: He 


re-eftablifhed his Brothers in their Sovereignties, con-. 


tinued their Revenues, and rewarded all his Adherents 
with the fame Liberality, except the Traitor Li kong 
long. | 

This Wretch committed a frefh Crime, and being 
condemn’d: to die, infolently reproach’d Iching fou 
with Ingratitude: Would you have been now reigning, 
fays he, if I bad not open’d the Gates of the City? 
Traitor, reply’d the Emperor, J owe the Crown to my 
good Fortune, and not to your Treachery: Would not you 
have open’d the Gates to any other Perfon with the fame 
Forces ? 

A great many young People having procur’d them- 
felves to be confecrated Bonzes before the Age of 
Forty, againft the Laws of his Father’s Reign, he 
obliged them all to quit their Monafteries, and burnt 
all the Books of Chymiftry which treated of the pre- 
tended Secret how to become immortal. 

The feventh Year of his Reign he remov’d his 
Court from Nan king to Peking, leaving his Son 
Heir at Nan king, with feveral Tribunals and Manda- 
rins, like thofe eftablifh’d at Peking. 


' Qne Day fome Jewels being prefented to him, which. 


were found in a Mine difcover’d in the Province of 
Chan fi, he gave Orders to fhut the Mine immediate- 
ly, becaufe be would not, as he faid, fatigue bis Sub- 


jects with a fruttle/s Toil, fince thefe Stones, however » 


valuable they might feem, could neither feed nor cloath 
his People in a Time of Scarcity: Hecaufed five Bells 
of Brafs to be caft, which weighed each 120000 
Pounds, | | 
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The thirtieth Year of the Cycle he appointed forty- 
two Doctors of the Court, called Han lin, to give 
more ample Explanations of the ancient Claffical 
Books, and to confine themfelves to the Opinions of 
two Authors, named Zching tfe and Ichu te, who 
had interpreted them, according to their own Fancy, a- 
bout three hundred Years before, under the Dynafty 


of Song. 


Thefe Doétors compos’d a Work intitled, Sing k 
la tfuen, which fignifies Natural Pbhilofopby, tn which, 
feeming to preferve the ancient Dodtrine, they endea- 
vour’d to make it agree with the Fictions of an empty 
Syftem, by which it was intirély overthrown. 7 
_ «As this Work was printed by the Authority of 
the Emperor, the Authors holding a confiderable 


Rank inthe Empire, and as there are always fome 


Spirits extremely fond of Novelties, it is not furpri- 
fing that forme of the Learned have embraced a Doc- 
trine as oppofite to found Reafon, as it is dangerous 
to good Morals. 

Yong lo, or Iching tfou, died in the forty-firft Year 
of the Cycle, aged 63 Years, and his Son Gin é/ong 
fucceeded him.. | 


Gin tfong, the Fourth Emperor, reigned fome Months. 


GIN TSONG at his coming to the Crown 
gave a fignal Inftance of his Affection for his Sub- 
jects, for there being a general Famine in the Pro- 
vince of Chang tong, he order’d thither his Colao, 
Yang t/e kie; but the Colao reprefenting that it would 
be proper to confult the Tribunals how to fuccour 
fuch a numerous People, Let me not bave fo many 
Confultations, reply’d the Emperor, when my People 
are diftre[ed we muft fly to their Afiftance with as much 
‘Speed and Readinefs as we would to extinguifh a Fire, 
or flop a fudden Inundation. Some Perfons propofing 
to make a Diftinétion between thofe who were more 
or lefs in Want, With all my Heart, reply’d the 

i ee oT Prince, 
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Prince, but let them be very careful not to enter too nice- 
ly into Particulars, nor be afraid of exceeding my In- 
tentions by being too liberal. 


He had a great Opinion of Judicial Aftrology : 


One Day, after having fat up all Night obferving . 


the Stars, and perceiving fome Revolution in the Hea- 


‘. vens, he fent for two of his Colaos; My Life is at an 


ena, fays he; you bave been Witneffes of all I bave fuf- 
fer'd from my Enemies during the.twenty Years I bave 
refided in the Oriental Palace; you bave fupported me 
by your Fidelity and Union, receive therefore this Token 


of my Friendfbip; {peaking thefe Words, he gave 


each of them a Seal, on which was engrav’d thefe 
‘ two Characters, chong tcbing, which fignifies, faith- 
ful and upright Minifter « ne took this Mark of 
Diftin&tion with Tears in their Eyes, and ever after 
fign’d their Difpatches with this Seal: From that time 
the Emperor lay in a languifhing Condition, anda 
Courier was difpatch’d to his Son, who kept his Court 
at Nax king, with an Account of it, but he had not 
-the Comfort to hear the laft Words of his Father, he 
dying before his Arrival. 
This Prince died at the Age of forty-eight, in the 
forty-fecond Year of the Cycle, this Year being 
reckon’d in the Reign of his Son Swen t/fong, contra- 
ry to the Cuftom of China, which includes that of 
the Emperor’s Death in the Years of his Reign. 


Suen tfong, the Fifth Emperor, reigned ten Years. 


SUEN TSONG publifh’d an Edict in the be- 
ginning of his Reign, forbidding to confer the De- 
gree of Licentiate on any of the Learned under the 
Age of twenty-five Years. Soon after his Uncle 
revolted, and being taken Prifoner in an Engage- 
ment, was condemn’d to perpetual Imprifonment. 
The Tartars were alfo punifh’d for making an Ir- 
‘Tuption into the Empire ; Suen t/ong commanding his 
Army in Perfon gave them Battle, and intirely rout- 
ed their Forces, oe The 


457 


458 


Cycle 64. 
An. Dom. 


14d. 


The GENERAL History of 


The King of Cochinchina, who had been nominat- 
ed to this Dignity by the Emperor, was killed three 
Years after by a Company of Rebels, who imme- 
diately fent Ambaffadors to beg a. Pardon, and to im- 

lore the Emperor’s Clemency. The Emperor was 
inclinable enough to punifh this Treafon, but fince 
it would have obliged him to fend an Army into a 
diftant Country, which could not be done without a 
great Charge to his Subjects, he alter’d his Refolu- 
tion, and even fent back the Ambaffadors with Titles 


of Honour. 


About this time the Palace took Fire, and conti- 
nued burning feveral Days: A vaft quantity of Gold, 
Brafs and Pewter were melted together into a mixt 
Metal, of which great numbers of Veffels were made 
that are greatly valued to this Day, and bear a very 
great Price. Suen tfong died the fifty-fecond Year of 
the Cycle, aged thirty-eight Years, and his eldelt Son 
Yng tfong was his Succeffor. : 


Yng tfong, the Sixth Emperor, reigned fourteen Years. 
YNG TSONG, being only nine Years old, was 


“put under the Proteétion of the Emprefs and the 


principal Eunuch ; he began his Reign by rebuilding 
the nine Gates of the Imperial City; in his third Year 
he publifhed an Edict prohibiting all Perfons from 
doing Honours to Confucius in the Temples of Idols. 

The Tartars, taking Advantage of the Emperor’s 
Youth, made continual Excurfions into the Provinces 
of China which were near their Country, and com- 
mitted the greateft of Robberies. © 

The fixth Year of this Cycle, and the fourteenth of 
the Emperor’s Reign, the young Emperor, at the Head 
of a great Army, ‘marched againft the Tartars to the 
other fide of the Great Wall; but this Army, being 
very much weaken’d by want of Provifions, could 
not ftand the Shock of the Enemy, but was entirely 
defeated ; the Emperor was taken Prifoner, and car- 
ried to the fartheft part of Tartary, This 
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. This News put the Court ina great Confternation ; 

his Son was placed on the Throne, who was but two 
Years old, and King ti, the eldeft Brother of the im- 
‘prifon’d Emperor, was made Protector, who foon 
ufurped the Title and Authority of Emperor. } 
_ In the mean time the Emprefs fent a great Quan- 
tity of Gold, Silver and Silks for the Emperor’s 
Ranfom ; the Tartar King received the Prefents, and 
conducted his Prifoner to the Borders of China, as if 
he intended to have reftored his Liberty, but in a 
few Days, pretending that the Ranfom was too {mall 
for fo great a Prince, he carried him back again to 
Tartary. | 


King ti, the Seventh Emperor, reigned feven Years in 
| bis Brother's ftead. 


THE feventh Year of the Cycle King ti took Pot 
feffion of his Brother’s Throne, who was Prifoner in 
Tartary; neverthelefs a Convention was made for the 
Return of this Prince, and fome of the Grandees were 
fent to receive him; but the Zartar thought they were 
not worthy to accompany fuch a powerful Prince, and 
that all the greateft Men of the Empire ought to at- 
tend his Return. 

He was efcorted by a great Number of Men to the 
Frontiers of China, near the Mountain Tang kia lin, 
from which Place he wrote to the Court that he re- 
nounced the Empire to pafs the reft of his Life ina 
quiet Solitude, and that there fhould be no Prepara- 
tion made for his Reception; and to avoid all Cere- 
_ mony he enter’d the Town by a private Gate: The 
two Brothers met, and after they had embrac’d each 
other with the greateft Tendernefs, King ti, follow’d 
by all his Courtiers, conducted his Brother to the Pa- 
lace of the South, which he had chofen for his Retire- 
ment. King ti continued to govern, intending alfo 
to declare his Son Heir to the Empire, and had fix’d 
_ the Birth-Day of the young Prince to perform the 

7 | Ceremony. 
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Céremony. Converfing one Day with a Colao, The 
Birth-Day of the Prince, my Heir, fays he, bappens 
the fecond Day of the feventh Moon. Give me leave 
to tell you, reply’d the Colao, That it is the firft Day 
of the eleventh Moon. By this he let him know the 
Birth-Day of the Son of Ying t/fong, who was the law- 


_ fulEmperor: Thefe Words filenced King #i, and there , 


was no more mention made of declaring his Son Heir 
to the Crown: This Son lived but a Year, and King 


ft himfelf was {eiz’d with a Diftemper which was 


reckon’d mortal. Ying t/ong was brought out of the. 
Southern Palace, and obliged to re-afcend the Throne 
= the Death of King ti,. which fell out a Year 
after. : 


Yng tfong, the Seventh Emperor, re-afcends the Throne, 
| and reigns eight Years. 


AS foon as King ti was dead the Empetor ‘was re- 
quefted to blacken his Memory, and to erafe his, Name 
from all publick Aéts, as a Punifhment for having 
ufurped the Throne; the Emperor rejected this Pro- 

ofal, and was fatisfied with performing his Funeral 
bfequies only with the Honours due to him as 
Prince of the Blood, andthe Emperor’s Brother. 

Yng tfong died at the Age of thirty-one, the twenty- 

firft Year of the Cycle, and his eldeft Son Hien t/ong 


_ was his Succeffor, 


Hen tfong, the Eighth Emperor, reigned 23 Years. 


HIEN ITSONG was the Sor of the Second 
Queen, the Emprefs having no Childrens; all that 
is related of him is, that he was ftrongly attach’d to 
the Sect of the Bonzes; that the twenty-third Year of 
the Cycle he defeated an Army of Rebels in the Pro- 
vince of Hou quang ; that the thirty-fixth Year he cut 
in pieces the Army of the Yartars, who from time to 
time came to plunder the Country ; that the next Year 
the King of Corea having propofed a fhorter ors 
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eafier Way of paying his Homage, than by an Em- 
baffy, he would never confent to it. | 

He died aged forty-one Years, the forty-fourth of 
the Cycle, and was fucceeded by his eldeft Son Hitae 
ifong, who was before called Hong tchi. 


Hiao tfong, or Hong tchi, the Ninth Emperor, 
BS reigned eighteen Years. 


IN the fifth Year of his Reign Hiao t/ong declared 
_his Son Heir to the Crown, with great Solemnity : 
This Emperor is blamed for his Adherence to the 
ridiculous Superftitions of the Bonzes, for being fond 
of Chymiftry, and for his Love of Flattery: The 
fifty-fecond Year of the Cycle one of the greatelt 
Bonzes was brought to Court; he was the Ring-leader 
of a Sedition, and was taken Prifoner in an Engage- 
ment, and tho’ a Bonze was beheaded. 

China wag afflicted in this Reign with many Calae- 
mities ; the Famine was fo fevere in the Weftern Pro- 
‘vinces, that Fathers were known to eat their own 
Children ; the Plague, which is an Evil fcarce known 
in China, ravaged all the Eaftern Parts of the Weftern 
Provinces, and there happened terrible Earthquakes, 
which buried alive feveral thoufand People. 

The firft Year of the Cycle was remarkable for the Cycle 64. 
general Grief caufed by the Death of the Emprefs, An. Dom. 
-and for the Irruptions of the Yartars, and the great 154 
Booty they carried away: The Emperor died next 
Year, and his Son Vow t/ong was his Succeffor. | 


Vou tfong, the Tenth Emperor, reigned fixteen Years. 


SEVERAL new Difafters happen’d in the be- 
ginning of this Reign, which gave’occafion to a Colaa, 
named Yao, to prefent a Memorjal to the Emperor 
Vou tfong, in which he counfelled him to apply him- 
felf diligently to the Affairs of State, to reprefs the 
Sallies of his Paffion, to moderate his exceffive Love 
of Hunting, to remove from Court his Flatterers, _ 
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the loofe young People whom he chiefly favour’d, and 
to fupply their Places with Men of approved Wi- 
dom and Zeal for the Publick Good, that by thefe 
means he might appeafe the Anger of Heaven, and 
deferve its Proteétion for the future: The fixth Year 


__ of the Cycle the Tariars renewed their Ravages, and 


the Year following a petty Sovereign of the Imperial 
Family, having revolted, was taken Prifoner in a Bat- 
tle, and punifh’d with Death. 

Mean while the Famine, which laid wafte the 
Provinces of Chan tong and Ho nan, and the heavy 
Impofts, had: reduced the People to fuch Extremities 
that they took Arms in defpair, and forming feve- 
ral Bodies advanced to the Territories of Peking: 


_ They were called Lieou tfe, becaufe they fuddenly 


over-fpread the Provinces, deftroying all before them: 
They were oppofed by feveral Forces, who only 
check’d their Attempt, and {mother’d the Rebellion 
‘for atime, which appeared again upon the firft fa- 
vourable Opportunity. | 

The fifteenth Year of the Cycle Vou t/ong laid the 
Defign of marching againft the TZartars, without 
making himfelf known, taking only the Title of Ge- 
neraliffimo ; his Minifters ftrongly reprefented to him, 
that fuch a Difguife would greatly endanger his Per- 
fon, and occafion feveral Revolts: This Oppofition 
fo enraged the Emperor that he drew his Sabre to 


‘firike thofe who -refifted his- Will, upon which one 
of his Colaos offer’d his Head to be cut off ; this re- 


folute Behaviour appeafed the .Prince’s Fury, and he 
alter’d his Refolution. 

The next Year, making Preparation to retire into 
the Southern Provinces, viz. Kiang nan, or Tche kiang, 
his Colaos prefented frefh Remonftrances, in which 
they obferved that the Zartars would certainly look 
upon this Journey as a fhameful Flight, that they 
would grow more haughty and infolent, and that his 
Abfence would leave the Northern Countries open to 
their Invafions. He 
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He was highly incenfed at thefe prudent Counfels, 
and to punifh their Rafhnefs he futter’d them to re- 
main expofed to the Weather five whole Days, on their 
Knees, before the Gate of his Palace, and fome of 
them he imprifoned. A fudden Inundation happen- 
ing at this time he took it for a bad Prefage; this en- 
tirely appeafed his Anger, fo he fent home his Minifters, 
and laid afide all Thoughts of going to the Southern 
Provinces : This Prince being taken very ill the 
eighteenth Year of the Cycle, he affembled the Gran- 
dees of his Court, and in their Prefence declared that 
he appointed the Emprefs to be Proteétrefs of his Se- 
cond Son, who was thirteen Years old, and whom 
he had nam’d his Succeffor; he died at the Age of 
thirty-one Years. 


Chi tong, or Kia tfing, the Eleventh Ratan reigned 
forty-five Years, 


THE Behaviour of Chi ¢/ong in the beginning of 
his Reign gave great hopes of his future good Go- 
vernment, but the End was not anfwerable to thefe 
Expectations: . He examined himfelf the Petitions 
which were prefented to him, and ina time of Scarcity 
he ordered his Courtiers to tell’ him his Faults, 
giving large Sums out of the Imperial -Treafures to 
relieve his People. He repaired the Great Wall which 
feparates China from Tartary, and renewed the Law 
made by the Founder of this Dynafty, which or- 
dained, that Confucius fhould be honoured only by 
the Title of Sien fee, that is, a Mafter of the Empire. 
Two young Maids perceiving that their Father’s In- 
digence inclin’d him to fell them for Proftitutes, 
efcaped this Difgrace by drowning themfelves: Chin 
tfong erected a fine Monument to their Memory, with 
this Infcription, The two illuftrious Virgins. 

This Prince is blamed for his exceffive Love of 
Poetry, and the Credulity with which he follow’d all 
‘the fuperftitious Whims of the Bonzes: He caufed 
: diligent 
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diligent Search to be made thro’ the Empire ‘for the 
Liquor that beftows Immortality, which the Sect. of 
{ao had afferted was found: The eighteenth Year 
of hés Reign he would have refign’d the Crown to his 
Son, but was diffuaded by the great Men of the 
Court, who in feveral Memorials prefs’d him, but 
without Succefs, to deftroy the Seéts of Foe and Lao 
kiun. 

- The forty feventh Year of the Cycle the Yartars 
advanced to Peking withan Army of 60090 Men, but 
it was entirely routed by the Chixefe, and above 200 
Officers taken Prifoners. ‘The next Year the Zartar 
King fent an Ambaffador to the Court to ask the 
Emperor’s Pardon, and to beg that his Subjects might 
have Leave to come into his Dominions to fell Horfes: 
The Emperor confented to his Requeft, but finding 
afterwards that his Permiffion granted to the Tantars 
was the Ground of frequent Quarrels between the Man- 
darins and the Dealers, and often occafion’d Revolts, 
he entirely prohibited this Trade. In the forty-ninth 
Year of this Cycle, the thirty-firft of this Reign, and 
the 1552 Year of the Chriftian AZra, died St. Fran- 
cis Xavier, the Apoftle of the Eaft, the fecand Day 
of December, aged forty-fix, in the Ifland of Chang 
tchuen chan, or Sancian, aS it is commonly called, 
which belongs te the Province of Quang tong. 

The fiftieth Year of the Cycle fome Pirates, whofe 
Commander was called Hoang tche, infefted the Coaf 
of China with a hundred Sail of Barks and other Cdi- 
nefe Veflels. “Fhe fifty-fecond Year the Fapanefe, who 
before ufed to make Prefents as Vaffals of the Empire, 
threw off the Yoke, went to War with the Cdi- 
nefe, and made a Defcent upon the Coaft of the Pro- 
vince of Icke kiang, but were received very roughly ; 
they had 1800 Men killcd, and the reft flying to 
their Ships were drown’d in the Sea. The Year fol- 
lowing they return’d with 10000 Men; Kao ling, a 
Chinefe Captain, at the Head of goo Men only, gave 

| them 
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them a fharp Repulfe, by which Time was gain’d 
for the Army to come to his Affiftance; the 7a- 
panefe were furrounded, and not a Man efcaped to 
carry home the News of their Defeat. Thefe Lof- 
fes did not cool the Ardour of the Fapanefe, fome 
Years after they made another Defcent upon the Coaft 
of Fo kien, but with as little Succefs ; for the command- 
ing Officer of the Chine/e, named Z/sé, fell upon the 
Fapanefe unawares, and made a great Slaughter a- 
mong them. } : 

At the fame Time Lieou ban, General of the Chi- 
nefe Army, going beyond the Great Wall, invaded 
the Country of the Zartars, upon the Report of 
whofe Arrival the Yartars fled for fafety to the Fo- 
refts: There were but twenty-eight Zartars killed in 
this Expedition, and the whole Booty was only 166 
Camels. 

The third Year of this Cycle a Memorial was Cycle 66. 
prefented to the Emperor, in which he was advifed An. Dom.: 
to be more regular in his Conduct, and to take more 1564. 

Care of publick Affairs: It reprefented that for twenty 
Years paft the Laws had infenfibly loft their Force, 
and thatthe Empire was going to Deftruction ; that he 
feldom converfed with the Prince his Heir ; that his 
moft faithful and honeft Vafials were either defpifed 
or ill ufed without a Caufe, or upon the flighteft 
-Sufpicions ; that he fpent his Time amidft a Com- 
pany of Concubines, defpifing the Emprefs his law-_ 
ful Spoufe ; that he imploy’d Men to command his 
Army, who were unskill’d in the Art of War, and 
who were fonder of Gold and Silver than of Ho- 
nour and Glory ; that the Finances were every Day 
exhaufted by his ridiculous Expences, either in build- 
ing Palaces, or making Gardens, or in fupporting 
the Charges of the extravagant Ceremonies of the 
Bonzes, and feeking after the pretended Liquor that 
beftows Immortality, which, as thofe Impoftors de- 
clared, was come down from Heaven, as if there 

Vou. I. Hh "had 
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had been any Perfon who could prevent the fatal 
Neceffity of dying, fince the happy Times of the 
Emperors Yao and Chun. The Emperor reading this 
Memorial, .could not reftrain his Rage, and threw 
it on the Ground ; but foon after he took it up again, 
and feem’d fincerely forry for his Errors ; however he 
had not Time to reap the Benefit of his Repentance, 
for he fell fick in a few Days, and died immediately 
after he had drank the pretended Liquor of Immor- 
tality, being fifty Years old: His Son, named Mo 
tfong, fucceeded him. 


_ Mo tfong, the Twelfth Emperor, reigned 12 Years. 
MO. TSONG began his Reign with Aéts of 


Clemency, releafing from Prifon all thofe whom his 


Father had confin’d upon flight Occafions, and con- 
ferring Titles of Honour on fome others, as an a- 
mends to their. Families who had been put to Death: 
As for other Matters, he could never bear that his 
Minifters fhould give him Advice, and fome of them 
having taken this Liberty were degraded to an infe- 
rior Rank. oe 

As the Laws of China forbid any Perfon to have 
an Employment in the Magiftracy of his native Pro- 
vince, the Emperor, at the Requeft of a Colao, made - 
fome Exceptions to this Law ; he permitted the Man- 
darins of the loweft Rank, viz. fuch as are Infpec- 
tors of Learning, and thofe who collect the Taxes, 
to poffefs thefe Employments in their native Country. 

The ninth Year of the Cycle this Prince was taken 
ill, and declared his Son Heir to the Crown, who was 
but ten Years old, putting him under the Care of the 
Emprefs, and of a Colao nam’d chang kiu tcbing. 
This Prince was named Van lie, but from his Accefe 
fion to the Throne he was call’d Chin t/one. 


Chin 
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‘Chin tfong, or Van lie, the Ihirteenth Emperor, 
: reigned forty-eight Years. . , 


THO’ Chin tfong was but ten Years old, there 
appear’d in all ‘his Actions a Prudence unufual at his 
_ Years: -He paid fo much Refpect to his Tutor 
Tchang kiu tching, that every time he cameto give him 
a Leffon, if it was in Summer, he order’d a Servant 
te fan him, and in Winter he had a double Carpet 
fpread upon the Floor ; he alfo vifited him when - he 
‘was fick, and gave him Food and Medicines with his 
own Hands. This Colao had a Son, who in the Exa- 
mination for the Doctor’s Degree had obtain’d the 
firft Rank of the fecond Order, and the Emperor out of 
Refpect to his Mafter rais’d him to the fecond Rank 
of the firft Order: This amiable Difpofition was fup- 
ported by a natural Love of Juftice: He had more- 
over a lively and penetrating Wit, and a-f{trong In- 
clination to make himfelf Mafter of the Chine/e Sci- 
ences: He ordain’d, that for the future the Emperor 
fhould defray the Expences of the Journey of the Li- 
centiates from the Provinces,to the Imperial City, 
when they came to take the Degree of Doctor, .and 
he frequently affifted at their Examination. Every | 
Day, at four in the Morning, he examin’d and an- 
{wered the Petitions which had been prefented the Day 
before: He order’d, for the convenience of the Publick, 
that every three Months a Book fhould be printed, 
containing the Name, Rank, Degree, and Country 


of every Mandarin in the Empire, which is practifed | 


to this Day. | a & . ) 
' The eleventh Year of the Cycle the Zartars, who 
had made an Irruption into Leao tong, were entirely 
routed: The Emperor, at his Mother’s Requeft, who 

had a great Efteem for the Idols, form’d a Defign to, 
grant a general Amnefty, but he was diffuaded from 
it by his Colao, who. reprefented to him, that the 

Hope of efcaping Punifhment would open the Door 
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to all manner of Crimes, and that he ought to imi- 
tate the Lord of Heaven, who fooner or later never 
fails to punifh notorious Villains. The Emperor was 


_married the fixteenth Year of the Cycle, and imme- 


diately after his Wife was made Emprefs: The eigh- 
teenth Year of the Cycle deferves to be remember’d, be- 
caufe this Year Father Michael Roger cam: into China ; 
he was the firft Miffionary of the Jefuits who came to 
preach the Gofpel in this Country: The nineteenth Yeas 
there was fuch a terrible Famine in the Province of 
Chan fi, that vaft numbers of People died of Hun- 
ger: Sixty great Pits were dug in different Places, 
which held each about a thoufand Bodies ; they were 
called on this account Van gin keng. A Woman fee- 
ing her Husband, who had died of Hunger, thrown 
into one of thefe Pits, threw herfelf after him: She 
was taken out by Order of the Mandarin, but to no 
purpofe, for not being able to furvive her Lofs fhe 

died three Days after. | | | 
The fame Year was remarkable for two great E- 
vents; one was the Defeat of the Zartars, of whom 
ten thoufand were flain by the Chinefe General Li 
tchin ; the other was the Lofs the Emperor fuftain’d 
in the Death of Ichan kia tching, his ‘Tutor and Colao ; 
he honour’d him after his Death with the Title of 
Ven chong, that is, a Man remarkable for bis Learning 
and Fidelity : His Body was carried, in a pompous 
Manner, into the Province of Hou quang to his Se- 
pulchre: But thefe Honours lafted but a fhort Time, 
for two Years were hardly paft when his Enemies, ha- 
ving accus’d him of great Mifdemeanors, prevail’d by 
their Power, and he and his Pofterity were depriv’d of 
their Honours, and his Eftate was confifcated ; his Son 
kill’d himfelf thro’ Grief or fear of Punifhment. The 
twentieth Year the Rivers were froze, which ’ gave 
thé Tartar's an eafy Paffage into the Empire ; but 
tho” they came in great Numbers, they were all cut 
Off by the Chinefe Troops: The fame Year, = 
1503 


Cuina, CHINESE-TARTARY, CC. 


1583 of the Chriftian AEra, P. Matthew Ricci came 
into China, where, during the twenty-feven Years he 
lived, he wore himfelf out with his continual Labours 


and Fatigues ; he is juftly efteem’d the Founder of — 


this noble Miffion. The twenty-fecond Year a great 
Dearth was fatal tothe Empire ; and the Emperor gave 
{tronger Proofs than ever of his Affection for his Sub- 
jects ; he often implor’d the Affiftance of Heaven, 
remitted a great Part of the Taxes, and fent Man- 
darins into all the Provinces to examine the Conduct 
of the Governors, and to relieve the Miferies of the 
People. The twenty-ninth Year of the Cycle a Co- 
met appear’d towards the Eaft; upon this Occafion 
a Colao, named, Fong ngen, prefented a Memorial to 
the Emperor, which admonifh’d him to remove from 
Court certain Minifters, who took Bribes, and pre- 
- ferved their Employments by the bafeft Flattery : 
The Emperor was incenfed by his Counfel, and or- 
der’d him to be imprifoned, and condemned him to 
fuffer Death; but his Son coming to offer his own 
Life to fave his Father’s, the Emperor relented, and 
chang’d the Sentence of Death to that of Banifhment. 
The thirtieth Year of the Cycle the Inhabitants of the 
Province of Ho nan were reduced to that Extremity b 
Famine, that they fed on Human Flefh, upon which 
the Emperor immediately order’d them proper Sup- 
plies out of the Imperial Treafury : The fame Year the 
Japanefe enter’d the Kingdom of Corea, fpreading 
Deftruétion with Fire and Sword wherever they came, 
and took feveral Towns: ‘The King was forc’d to 
fly till the Succours arrived from China, which he had 
_ folicited by his Ambaffadors. Thefe Succours camevery 
feafonably, and there enfued an obftinate and bloody 
Battle, in which the Fapanefe were intirely defeated. 
After their Defeat they implor’d the Emperor’s Mer- 
cy in a folemn Embaffy, by which, after they had 
bege’d Pardon for their Conduct, they pray’d him to 
erant their Chief a Title, which hould authorize his 
: Hh 3 Claim. 
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Claim: The next Year the Emperor granted him the 
Title of Ge puen vang, which fignifies King of Fapan, 
forbidding him to fend any more Ambaffadors to 
China. The thirty-third Year the Emperor, contra- 


ry to the Advice of his Minifters, commanded the 


Gold and Silver Mines to be open’d in the Provinces 
of Honan, Chen fi, and Chan fi, but fix Years after 
they were clofed again: The Year’following, which 
was the 1597th of the Chriftian ABra, the firft Mar- — 
tyrs of Fapan fuffer’d a glorious Death, and were 
crucified out of hatred to the Faith: Four Years: af- 
ter P. Matt. Ricci was the firft time introduced to 
the Emperor, who expreffed a gredt Regard for 
him, and kindly receiv’d the Prefents he brought, 
among which was a Picture of our Saviour, and ano- 
ther of the.Holy Virgin, which were placed in an 
honourable Part of the Palace. 

In the mean time the Nix tche, or Eaftern Tar- 
tars; began to grow formidable; they were divided 
into feven Claffes, or different Dynafties, which were 
united into a Kingdom under one Prince, after they 
had been long at War with each other: As to the 
Jan yu, or Weftern Tartars, they liv’d peaceably 
within their own Territories, giving.no Difturbance 
to Chiiia, as they had formerly done by their fre- 
quent and unexpected Irruptions. 

‘The fortieth Year of the Cycle, that is to fay in 
the Year 1616, died P. Matt. Ricci, aged fifty- 
eight, after having eftablifh’d feveral Communities 
of devout Chriftians in the feveral Provinces of Chi- 
na, either by his own Labours, or by the Affiftance 
of the Companions of his Zeal. The Emperor gave 
a large Space.of Ground to bury him in, on which 
there was.a Houfe and Garden, belonging formerly | 
to an Eunuch while he was in Favour, but was taken 
from him fince his Difgrace. 


The 
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The fifty-fecond Year a Mandarin called Chin ki, 
thro’ a falfe Zeal for his Sect, excited a cruel Perfecu- 
tion in the Province of Kiang nan; fome of the 
Preachers of the Gofpel were baftinado’d, others fent 
to Macao, or difperfed in different Places, and forced 
to conceal themfelves ; but this Perfecution lafted only 
fix Years, for the Perfecutor died depriv’d of his 
Honours, and true Religion became more flourifhing 
than before. The fifty-third Year the Tartars, who 
by being united were render’d capable of fome con- 
fiderable Enterprife, no longer thought of making 
flight Excurfions into the Empire, but intended to 
feize on thofe Towns which were moft for their Con- 
veniency, for they were incenfed againft the Cdi- 
nefe, becaufe the Mandarins abufed their Merchants 
who came to trade in the Leo tong, and becaufe they 
had feiz’d their King by treachery and cut off his 
Head: The Son of this Prince named Zien ming in- 
vaded Leao tong with a ftrong Army, and took the 
Town of Cai yuen; he wrote.at the fame Time to 
the Emperor to inform him of his Grievances, pro- 
tefting that he was ready to reftore the Town, and 
to lay down his Arms, if his Majefty would give 
him a proper Satisfaction for fuch a cruel Injury: 
The Emperor communicated the Letter to the Man- 
darins who were concern’d in this Affair; they look’d 
upon it as a trifling Matter, and did not deign to fend 
an Anfwer; this fcornful Ufage enraged the Tartar, 
and he {wore he would facrifice 290000 Chinefe to his 
Father’s Spirit. 

_ At the Head of 50000 Men he took the Town of 
Leao yang, enter’d the Province of Pe tche i in 
Triumph, and was preparing to attack the Imperial 
City, but he was repulfed by fome Chingfe Forces, 
and obliged to retire into the Leao tong, where he 
haughtily aflumed the Title of Emperor of China. 

The fifty-fifth Year of the Cycle the Zartar King, — 

- under the Pretence of a folemn Embafly, made his 
: Hh 4 Troops 
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Troops file off towards the Empire ; the Artifice 
was difcover’d, and the Chinefe Army fent to oppofe 
thtm. The Zartars fled at their Approach, and ha- 


ving drawn the Chinefe after them by this fham Flight, __ 


they furrounded and made a great Slaughter of them, 
and the Chinefe General was found among the Slain. 

Next Year the Emperor oppofed the Yartars with 
a very numerous Army, fupported by 12000 Auxi- 
liaries from the King of Corea: The Armies engaged, 
and the Victory remain’d a long time doubtful, bur 
declared at laft for the Zartars, who marched to- 
wards the Capital City; this caufed fuch a Con-. 
fternation that the Emperor had abandon’d the 
Town, and retir’d to the Southern Provinces, if his 
Council had not reprefented to him that this Retreat 
would difgrace him, and raife the Courage of the 
Jartars, that it would fink the Spirits of his Subjects, 
and caufe great Troubles through the whole Empire. 

This Prince died during thefe Tranfactions, aged 
fifty-eight Years; his Son, named Quang t/ong, who 
was before called Yai chang, was his Succeffor. 


Quang tfong, or Tai chang, the Fourteenth Emperor, 
reigned one Month. 


QUANG TSONG died a Month after his 
Acceffion to the Throne, aged thirty-eight Years ; 
his Death is attributed to the Neglect and Ignorance 
of his Phyfician, but before he died he declared his 


eldeft Son Hi t/ong Heir to the Crown, who was 


before called Tien ki. 


Hi tfong, or Tien ki, the Fifteenth Emperor, 
| reigned feven Years. 


HI TSONG being naturally timorous, and pla- 
cing great Confidence in the Eunuchs, of which there 
were 12000 in the Palace, every body fear’d he would 
fiever be a Match for the Yartars : Neverthelefs he 
took Courage, and endeavour’d to curb thefe formi- 

dable 
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dable Neighbours effectually ; he augmented his Ar- 

my with a great number of new Troops, which he 

drew from all the Provinces of the Empire; he fent 

magnificent Prefents to the King of Corea, and de- 

manded a greater Number of Men than had been fent 

to the Emperor his Grandfather. Atthe fame time there 
arriv’d a Chinefe Amazon, if we may givethis Name 

to‘a Woman who commanded a Body of feveral thou- 

fand Men ; they came froma little State which her Son 

enjoy’d in the Mountains of the Province of Se tchuen: 
The Emperor likewife fitted out a Fleet to preferve 
the Dominion of the Sea, and by all! thefe Prepara- 

tions he put himfelf in a Condition to humble the 
Pride of the Zartars. Upon this occafion two Chri- 
ftian Mandarins of the Court advifed the Emperor 

_,to fend for Portuguefe Engineers from Macao, the 

Chinefe having been little ufed to manage. Cannon, but 

hefore they arriy’d the Yartars were driven out of the 

Province: of Lego tong : Their King Tien ming was 
- engaged in a War with fome Tartars, and the Capi-: 

tal City was eafily recover’d, for the Inhabitants of 
the Town and the neighbouring Country detefted his’ 
Cruelty : As foon as the Zartar King had finifhed 

his Expedition in Yartary he return’d to Leag tong, 

. and laid Siege again to the Capital: The Chine lott 

-20000 Men during the Siege, and the Zartars 20000; 

at length the Town was deliver’d to them by Treache- 

ry, and as foon as the King was Mafter of the Place, 

he publifhed an Ediét, which commanded all the 

Chinefe to fhave their Heads after the Zarjar.Fafhion, 

but feveral thoufand Perfons chofe rather to lofe their 

Life than their Hair. 

Mao ven long, one of the moft skilful Chinefe Ge- 
nerals, was fent with frefh Troops againft the Zartars, 
who fo ftrongly fortified the Cittadel of Chong bag that 
it was reckon’d impregnable, and by this Precaution 
he fhut up the Paffage into China from Tartary. 


The 


474 


Cycle 67. 
An. Dom. 
1624. 


The GENERAL History of | 


_ ‘The fame Year, which was the fecond of the Reign 
of Hi t/ong, the Town of Macao was befieged by the 
Dutch both by Land and Sea: The Emperor gave | 
this Town to the Portuguefe, for their important Ser- 
vice in clearing the Chinefe Seas of Pirates ; the Par- 
tuguefe forced the Dutch to raife the Siege, and take 
to their Ships in hafte, after they had loft a great ma- 
ny Men. | 

The firft Year of the Cycle was very unfortunate 
to the Empire, for a great Number of feditious Peo- 

le, and Robbers, call’d Lieou t/e, raifed frefh Trou- 

bles, and over-ran four Provinces which they plun- 
dered, their Numbers increafing daily. _ | 

The fecond Year was remarkable. for the Stone 
Monument which was dug out of the Earth, near 
the Capital of the Province of Chen fi ; it had an In-’ 
{cription in Syriac Characters, containing an Abridg- 
ment of the Chriftian Religion, and the. Names of 
fixty-fix Preachers of the Gofpel: It was a matter 
of great Joy for the Neophytes, and an undeniable Te- 
ftimony of the Truth ofthat Fajth which was preach’d 
by the miffionary Jefuits, — | 

The fourth Year the Emperor died, aged thirty- 
two Years ; his Succeffor was Hoai t/ong, before call’d 
Tfong tching, who was his Brother, and the fifth Son 
of Quang tfong. | a | 

Tien ming, King of the Tartars, who had fignalized 


-himfelf by his brutifh Fiercenefs, died the fame Year. 


He was fucceeded by his Son Zien fons. who was 
very unlike his Father, for he was a Prince of great 
Clemency and Goodnefs. 


Hoai tfoig, or Tfong tching, the Sixteenth Emperor, 
: - reigned feventeen Years. © | 
The Chinefe Power ended with the Reign of Hoai 
tfong, to give place to the Zartars, who ftill govern 
this vaft Empire with an abfolute Authority : Hoai 
tong was a great Lover of the Sciences, and wrote 
: the 
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the Chinefe Characters very neatly ; and tho’ he had 
fome favourable Thoughts of Chriftianity, which he 
protected on feveral Occafions, yet he continued ex- 
tremely bigotted to the Bonzes: He fupprefs’d the 
Luxury which began to appear, efpecially in Appa- 
rel; he was meek, chafte, and temperate, but very 
flow in refolving, and of a miftruftful Temper, not 
confiding in his moft faithful Minifters, and for- 
bidding the Mandarins to have any Correfpondence 
with the Eunuchs: The latter having introduced 
Soldiers into the Palace, the Emperor gave them a 
Furlow for a Month to vifit their Native Country 
and Relations, ordering them Mony for their Jour- 
ney, but afterwards forbid their Return: He had of- 
ten advis’d his Brother to get rid of the Chief of the 
Eunuchs, who domineer’d in the Palace with the moft 
-infufferable Pride and Infolence. a ~ 
This Villain poifon’d himfelf as foon as Hoai t/ong 
came to the Crown, and efcaped by Self-murder the 
Tortures due to his Crimes:. His Body was torn in 
pieces by the common People, his immenfe Riches 
confifcated, and the Temples which his Flatterers had 
dedicated to his Honour burnt or demolifh’d. 
+ The Army being employ’d on the Borders of Tar- 
tary, the riotous Multitude increas’d ia the Provinces, 
and the greateft difpatch was required to fupprefs 
thefe Diforders ; this induced the Emperor to make 
a Peace with the Yartars, and fend a frefh Army into 
Yartary, the Command of which he gave to an Eu- 
nuch named Yuen, with full Powers to treat of Con- 
ditions of Peate. 


This Eunuch was a Villain, and a Traitor, who 


fuffering himfelf to be brib’d, made a Peace upon the 

moft fhameful Terms ; but the Emperor refufing to 

ratify it, the Traitor to force him took the following 

Meafures. } 

' Mao ven long, whofe Fidelity was unalterable, com- 

manded the Chinefe Army ; Yuen invited him to : 
| Fealt, 
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Feaft, and poifon’d him; after this he advis’d the 
Tartars to go directly to Peking, taking a different Way 
from that in which his Army was encamp’d; they 
put this Defign in Execution without the leaft Oppo- 
fition, and befieged the Imperial City: Orders were 
inftantly difpatch’d to Yuex to fuccour the Town 
with his Forces ; he fet qut direétly, not in the leaft 
fufpecting that his Treafon was difcover’d, but as 


foon as he was got into the Town he was put to | 


the Torture, and after being convicted of his Perfi- 
dy was ftrangled: The YZartar was no fooner in- 
form’d of his Death, but he raifed the Siege, and re- 
turn’d to Leao tong, loaden with rich Spoils. 

The third Year of the Cycle, which agrees with 
the Year 1631 of the Chriftian Afra, the R. R. 
P. P. the Dominicans came into China to preach the 
Gofpel : They were follow’d foon after by the R. R. 
P. P. the Francifcans : Two Years after died the ce- 
lebrated Dr. Paul Sin, who, from Firft-Prefident of 
the Tribunal for Church-Ceremonies, arriv’d to the 
Dignity of Colao; he was in this high Station one 
of the ftrongeft Supports of Chriftianity, and in a 


time of Perfecution he compos’d a fine Apology in . 


Defence of Religion, in which he offer’d to lofe his 
Honours, Eftate, and even Life, if there was any 
thing in the Dottrine of this Religion which did not 
gine to be moft holy: He recommended Father 
Adam Schaalto the Emperor ta reform the Calen- 
dar 


3 At the fame time, by Confent of the Emprefs, Tes | 
-veral Court-Ladies of the firft Rank were inftruéted 


in the Chriftian Religion, and receiv’d Baptifm. 
The twelfth Year of the Cycle died Tuen sfong, the 


Tartar King, who was fucceeded by his Son Zong te, - 


Father of the following Dynafty: This Z/ong te was: 


a very affable, good-natur’d Prince; he had been fe-: 


cretly educated from his Infancy among the Chine/e, 
and having learnt their Language and Sciences, at the 
. : | fame 
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fame time imbibed their Temper and Manners : This 
gain’d him the Friendfhip and Efteem of the Cdj- 
nefe General and Mandarins, who infenfibly loft their 
Love for the Emperor, whofe Misfortunes having 
a alter’d his Temper, he grew uneafy, thought- 
ul, melancholy and cruel: This Year of his Reign, 
and the following, was a continued Series of Mur- 
ders, Robberies, and inteftine War, a vaft Number 
of feditious Malecontents forming themfelves into 
eight Armies, each having a Commander, but they 
were afterwards reduc’d to two Chiefs, who were 
nam’d Li and Fchang. | 

That they might not hurt each other they agreed 
to divide the Provinces between them; Ichang took 
the Weftern Provinces of Se tchuen and Hou quang for 
his Share; and Zi going Northwards feiz’d on great 
Part: of the Province of Chen fi, and entering Ho nan, 
befieg’d the Capital Cai fong, but was forc’d to raife 
the Siege with Lofs: Six Months after he renew’d 
the Siege, but met fuch an obftinate Refiftance, that 
the Befieged chofe rather to feed on Human Flefh 
tham furrender: The Imperial Army having time to 
come to their Affiftance, the Chinefe General thought 
he fhould infallibly have deftroy’d all the Rebels by 
breaking down the Dikes of the Yellow River, but 
they efcaped to the Mountains, and the Town being 
much lower than the River was laid quite under 
Waiter, which the General had not forefeen, fo that 
this! Inundation drowned 300000 of the Inhabitants ; 
neverthelefs Zi entirely fubdu’d the Provinces of Ha 
nan and Chen fi, murder’d all the Mandarins, and ex- 
acted great Sums from thofe who had been in publick 
‘ Ernployments; he favour’d only the meaner People, 
and to gain their Intereft freed them from all man- 


ner of Taxes. . : 
This Waviour drew to his Party great Numbers of 
tthe Imperial Soldiers, and he found himfelf fo powerful 


that he did not fcruple to take upon him the Title of 
_  Em- 
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Emperor: He afterwards' advanc’d to the Imperial 
City, which had a Garrifon of 60000 Men, but was 
affur’d they would make no Refiftance; he knew the 
Divifions of the Mandarins and the Eunuchs, and 
befides a great number of his Soldiers had convey’d 
themfelves into the Town in Difguife, and gain’d a 
confiderable Party, who were to open the Gates upon 
his Arrival. : 


Three Days after his Arrival the Gates were open’d, _ 


and he enter’d in a triumphant manner at the Head of 
300000 Men: The Emperor was fhut up in his Pa- 


Jace, taken up with the foolifh. Superftitions of the - 


Bonzes, not knowing what was doing in the Cry; 
but he could not remain Jong in this Ignorance, and 


when he found he was betray’d, would have gone. 


out of the Palace with fix hundred’ of his Guards, but 
they forfook him; being thus depriv’d of all Hopes, 
and chufing Death rather than to fall alive into the 
Hands of Rebels, he went into his Garden, and after 
he had wrote thefe Words on the Border of his Vett, 


My Subjects have bafely abandon’d me; ufe me as you 


pleafe, but fpare my People; he kill’d his Daughter 
with the Stroke of a Sabre, and hung himfelf upon 
a Tree, being thirty-fix Years of Age: The chief 
Colao, the Queens, and the moft faithful Eunuchs, 
follow’d this Example, and kill’d themfelves. 

The Body of the Emperor, which was found after 
a long Search, was ee before the Tyrant feated 
ona Throne, who after he had treated it with Indig- 
nity, caufed two of the Emperor’s Children, and all 


his Minifters, to be beheaded, but his eldeft Spn: - 


efcap’d by Flight. . 
_ Every-body fubmitted to the Power of 


with his Army, and having befieg’d the 
Ou fan guey was Governor, fhew’d him his Father 





loaded with Chains, declaring he fhould be inftantly = 


flain 


5 t 
. the Ufig- - 
per, except the Prince Ow fan guey, who commanded - 
the Chinefe Army in Leao tong; the Tyrant fet out. 
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flain if the Town was not furrender’d; this brave 
Man, feeing his Father from the Top of the Walls, 
. fell on his Knees, and burfting into Tears bege’d 
his Father to forgive him, if he facrificed his filial 
Tendernefs for his Duty to his Prince and Country ; 
this generous Father applauded the Refolution of his 
Son, and fubmitted to-his Fate. . | 
Ou fan guey, to take a double Vengeance for the 
Death of his Prince, and of his Father, procured a 
Peace with the Eaftern Yartars, nam’d Mantcheoux, 
and call’?d them in to his Affiftance againft the Re- 
bels: ong te, King of thefe Tartars, foon came 
with an Army of 80000 Men, and the two Armies 
uniting the Ufurper raifed the Siege, and haften’d 
to Peking; but not thinking himfelf fafe there he 
plunder’d the Palace and fet it on fire, and then fled 
with his Army to the Province of Chen fi, enrich’d 
‘with the Spoils of the Empire, and loaded with the ge- 
neral Curfes of the People. ? 


Tfong te died prefently after he arriv’d in Cbi- | 


_ na, but before his Death he declared his Son Chung 


tchi Emperor, who was but fix Years old, and com- - 


mitted the Care of him and the Empire to 4 ma vag 
his Brother. . 

_ The young Prince was conduéted ftrait to Peking, 
_ and receiv’d with great Acclamations of Joy, the 
People looking upon him astheir Deliverer ; nothing 
was heard on all fides but Long live the Emperor ! 
— May be live ten thoufand Years! Van foui, Van foni! 
a Chinefe Expreffion, which fignifies, May be. live 
many Years! This Revolution happened the twenty- 
firft Year of the Cycle, which is' 1644 Years after 
the Birth of Chrift. , 
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The Twenty-fecond Dynafty, named Ting, now 
reigning, which to the prefent Time reckons 
three Emperors. } 


Chun tchi, the Firft Emperor, reigned 17 Years. 


"THERE is no certain Account what became of 

the Ufurper, who was purfued fome time by the 
Jartars; fome think he was kid in an Engage- 
ment by Oz fan guey: This General fourid too late the 
Error he had committed, in fending for the Zartars 
to get ridof the Tyrant, and would fometimes fay, 
That he had brought Lions to drive away Dogs ;_ ne- 
verthelefs he receiv’d the Dignity of King from the 
Hands of Chun tchi, and the Title of Ping fi, which 
fignifies Peace-maker of the Weft, and the Town of 


Qi ngan fou was affign’d him for his Refidence, which 


been ravag’d with Fire and Sword. 

Chun tchi having, mafter’d the Northern Provinces, 
turn’d his Arms towards the South, that he might 
intirely reduce them to his Obedience; Hong quang, 
a Grandfon of the preceding Emperor, being pro- 
claimed Emperor at Nan king, was taken Prifoner, 
brought to Peking, and ftrangled. The Yartars af- 
terwards enter’d the Province of Iche kiang, and be- 
fieg’d the Capital ; Lo vang, who was King of this 
Place, and who had refus’d the Title of Emperor, 
got upon the Walls, and upon his Knees befeech’d 


the Yartars to fpare his Subjects ; but if they would 
not be appeas’d without fome Victim, he offer’d to 


facrifice himfelf for the Safety of his People, and at 
the fame time went out of the City, and fubmitted 
to the Difcretion of the Conqueror, 


Long 
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_ Long vou, another Grandfon of Chin tfong, or Van 
dee the thirteenth Emperor of the preceding Dy- 
nafty, was proclaim’d in the Province of Fo kien; 
but all the Cities open’d their Gates at the Approach 
of the Conqueror: Nor could this Prince efcape’ 
Death, being forc’d to ftrengthen the Conqueft of the 
Tartars with his Blood. . | | 

There was at this tiie a remarkable Perfon named 
_ Ichin chi long, who a€ted a confiderable Part in the 
Affairs of the Empite; he was at firft a. Servant to 
the Portuguefe at Matao, among whom he was in- 


{tructed in the Chriftian Religion, and received at his 


Baptifm the Name of Nicholas; afterwards, from a 
petty Trader, he grew to be the richeft Merchant of 
China, by Commerce with the Spaniards and Hollan- 
ders; and became at laft Commander of a great 
Fleet: He at firft acknowledg’d Long vou for Em- 
peror, but afterwards the Yartar Prince: Chun tchi 
offer’d to make him a King, and invited him to a 
folemn Feaft ; Ichin chi long accepted the Invitation 
in hopes of obtaining the greateft Dignities at Court; 
whither he was honourably conduéted; he left the 
Command of the Fleet to his Son Iching tching cong, 
who inviolably preferv’d his.Zeal for his Country, 
and his Fidelity to the Chine/e Princes, againft the In- 
treaties of his Father, and the Promifes of the new 
Emperor. 

.The Army of the Zartars advanced to the Pro- 
vince of Quang tong, and met no Refiftance ; but the 
Courfe of their Victories was interrupted in the Pro- 
vince of Quang fi, for Thomas Kiu, Viceroy of this 


‘Province, and Luke Tchin, chief General of the Chinefe . 


Forces, who were both Chriftians, oppos’d the Tartars, 
and entirely routed them after an obftinate Engage- 
ment; the Conquerors immediately elécted a Prince 
of the Imperial Family, named Yong lie, who was 
King of the Capital of the Province of Koei tcheou, 
and after he was proclaimed Emperor he went to 

Vou. I., 11 keep 
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keep his Court at Chao king: A Chriftian Eunuch 
named Pan Achilles, who was very zealous for the 
Faith, was his chief Counfellor, by whofe means Fa- 
ther Andrew Koffley inftructed the Emperor’s Mother, 
his Wife, and eldeft Son, in the Truths of Chriftia- . 
nity, and gave them Baptifm. 

It was expected that this Emperor would one Day 
be the Conftantine of China, by which Name he was bap- 
tis’'d ; for thefe illuftrious.Converts, with the Confent 
of the Emperor, fent Father Michel Boym to Rome 
to pay a. filial Obedience. to the holy See in their 
Names. ee 

The Fame which was: fpread thro’ all the Pro- 
vinces of a great Victory gain’d over the Yartars, and 
of the Election of a new Emperor, rous’d the Cou- 
rage of the Chinefe: A Commander who had got . 
together an Army in the Province of Fo kien, and 
I ching tching cong, who -{coured: the Seas with a nu- 
merous Fleet, retook feveral: Towns both within 
the Country and upon the Sea-Coafts; at the 
fame time the Viceray of the Province of Kiang fe 
fhook off the Yoke, and defeated the Zartars in fe- 
veral Engagements: In the Northern Parts two Cap- 
tains, one named Ho, the other -Kiang, had rais’d each 
a confiderable Army, the firft feiz’d feveral Cities in 
the Province of Chen fi,.and the fecond enter’d the 
fame Province with 140000 Horfe, and a greater num- 
ber of Foot; they. défeared the Yartars in two Bat- 
tles, and. put. them into fuch a Confternation that 
they durft not appear in the Field. 

Neverthelefs in the fpace of three or four Years, 
what with Craft and Policy, Rewards and Pro- 
mifes, and the Quarrels of the two Cbine/e Leaders, 
the Zariars became Conquerors, and recover’d all the 
Cities they had loft. In the Weft another Leader of the 
Revolt ravaged the whole Country, and feem’d to be . 
a Demon in Human Shape, for after having exercis’d 
all manner of Cruelties in the Provinces of Ho nan, 
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Kiang nan, and Kiang fi, the Storm of his Fury fell 
on the Province of Se tchuen. 

He was good-natur’d and affable to none but his Sol- 
diers; whom he ufed, with great Familiarity ; for to 
all others he was cruel beyond Example. | 
'. He put to death the King of the Capital, who was 

a Prince of the preceding Dynafty, and if any Man 
committed a trifling Fault, he kill’d all the People 
that lived in the fame Street ; five thoufand Eunuchs 
were flain by his Order, becaufe one of them had not 
given him the Title of Emperor; having called ten 
thoufand Literati to an Examination, as foon as they 
were affembled in the Hall appointed for their Com- 
pofitions, he caufed them all to be murder’d on pre+ 
tence that by their Sophifms they ftirr’d up the Peo- 
ple to rebel: Upon leaving the City of Zchin tou 
fou, to enter the Province of Chen fi, he caufed all 
the Inhabitants to be brought out in Chains, and 
" maffacred in the Fields, and it was on this Occafion 
that feveral Children were baptiz’d by Father Buglio 


and Father Magalbaens: He order’d all his Soldiers | 


to kill their Women, becaufe they were only trouble- 
fome to an Army in War, and he fet them an Ex- 
ample by cutting the Throats of three hundred of his 
own, referving only twenty to wait on the three 


Queens; in fhort he did not leave the Province of 


Se tchuen to enter that of Chen fi, till he had burnt 
the Capital and feveral other Towns. As he was pre- 
paring to engage the Zartars, who were not far off, 
he was told that five Warriors were feen upon the Hills 
at fome diftance, upon which he went immediately to 
reconnoitre them, without putting on his’ Helmet or 
Cuirafs, and as foon as he came in fight of them he was 
fhot thro’ the Heart with an Arrow: His Death dif- 


pers’d his Army, and the People receiv’d the Tartars © } 


as their Deliverers, and joyfully fubmiged to their 
Yoke: By this time eleven Provinces were reduced 


under the Dominion of the Tartar Emperor, and 
lia there 
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there remain’d only four in the South under the Go- 
vernment of the Chinefe, which the Court fent 
three different Armies to fubdue ; the Capital of 
Quang tong was befieg’d, which Siege lafted a whole 
Year, with great Loffes on both fides ; at length the 
City was taken, and the Soldiers were allow’d to 
plunder it for ten Days: ‘They march’d afterwards 
to Chao king, where Yong lie kept his Court, but this 
Prince, being too weak to refift the Conqueror, re- 
tir’d firft to the Province of Quang fi, and after- 
wards to Yun nan. The next Year, which was the 
twenty-eighth of the Cycle, died 4 ma van, Uncle 
and Tutor to'the Emperor, who was extremely re- 
gretted, having gain’d the Love of the Chine/e by his 


- great Qualities and pradent Behaviour, and ’tis pro- 


perly he who fix’d the reigning Zartar Family on the 
Throne. | 

His Brother, who had a fmall Sovereignty, claim’d 
the Right of fucceeding in, the Guardianfhip of the 
Emperor; but all the Grandees oppos’d it, becaufe 
the Emperor being now fourteen Years old, and mar- 


_ry’d to a Daughter of a Prince of the Weftern Yar- 


tars, was able to govern alone; the Difpute went 
fo far, that they hung up at the Gates of their Palaces 
the Enfigns of their Dignities, faying, that they would 
receive them only from the Hands of Chun tchi; how- 
ever it was at laft agreed that this Prince fhould take 
the Government into his own Hands, which he did 
in a manner that foon gain’d him the Love of the 
People; inftead of fhutting himfelf up in the Palace, 
as the Chinefe Emperors ufually did, Chun tchi be- 
gan his Reign by fhewing himfelf in Publick, 
and by giving free Accefs to his Perfon: He 
made no Alterations in the Laws and Government of 
China, not fuffering the Chinefe to learn the Tartarian 
Language ae a particular Licenfe: He pre- 
ferv’d the fix fupremg Tribunals at Peking, but 
would not admit any elfewhere, fo that thofe of 

e Nan 
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Nan king were fupprefs’d; he alfo order’d that there 
fhould be a Yartar added to the Chinefe Prefident 

He beftowed the Governments of Cities and Pro- 
vinces only on the Literati; and as the Safety or 
Ruin of the Empire depends on the choice of proper 
Perfons to fill thefe important Pofts, having been 
inform’d that fome Literati had bought the Suffrages 
of their Examiners, he order’d thirty-fix of the Ex- 
aminers to bt beheaded, and condemn’d the Literati 
to pafs through a frefh Examination, pardoning thofe 
who were admitted to their Degrees for their. Capa- 
| city, but thofe who were found uncapable were fent 
with all their Families to Zartary, which is at prefent 
the common Place of Banifhment for the Guilty ; 
the Defign in peopling thefe vaft Defarts is, that 
the Children who are born here fhould naturally take 
the Temper and Manners of the Tartars. 

This Prince had a fingular Affection for P. 4- 
dam Schaal, and always call’d him Ma fa, which 
fignifies, My Father ; he made him principal of the 
_ ‘Tribunal of Mathematicks appointed to reform the 

— Chinefe Aftronomy, and expell’d the Mabometans who 
had poffefs’d thofe Employments during three Ages: 
By a very extraordinary Favour he permitted him to 
prefent his Petitions into his own Hands, without 
fending them thro’ the Tribunals, according to the 
eftablifh’d Cuftom ; and this remarkable Favour con- 
tributed greatly to the Advancement of Religion, for 
foon after two fine Churches were built at Peking by 

the Authority and Protection of the Emperor. 
' ‘The thirty-third Year of the Cycle the firft Em- 
baffy of the Great Duke of Mu/covy arriv’d at Pe- 
king, but-it was not favourably receiv’d, becaufe the 
Ambaffador would net fubmit to the Chinefe Cere- 
monies, nor was that which came from Holland more 
fuccefsful. | ct 

The thirty-third Year of the Cycle Tching tching 
cong, who till then contented himfelf with making 
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little Excurfions, and plundering the Coafts of Chi- 
na, came and befieg’d Nan king with 3000 Ships: 
A pretty young Chinefe being Viceroy of the City 
and Province, a Council of War was held, and the 
Tartar Chief declar’d, That the City could not be 
defended unlefs the Inhabitants were deftroy’d, who 
were very numerous ; this Propofal was receiv’d with 
Horror by the Viceroy, You mujft begin this Butchery 
on me, fays he, if you cannot otherwife fave the City: 
This Anfwer ftopt the Zartar’s Mouth, and fav’d the 
Lives of the Citizens. . 

The twentieth Day of the Siege there were great 
Rejoicings in the Camp of the Befiegers, on account 
of the Birth-Day of their General, and the Feftival 
held three whole Days, which were {pent in Feafting and 
all manner of Diverfions; the Befieged fallying out 
at Midnight with great Silence, and finding their Ene- 
mies overcome.with Sleep and Wine, attack’d them, 
and flew near 3000, forcing the reft to fly to their 
Ships, abandoning their Camp, Baggage and Provi- 
{ons to the Conquerors. 

Tching tching cong, feeking to repair this Lofs as. 
foon as poffible, fail’d to engage the YZartar Fleet, 
and coming up with it, after an obftinate Fight he 
funk and took feveral Tartar Vefiels, put the reft to 
flight, and took 4000 Prifoners, whom he fet on 
Shore after he had cut off their Nofes and Ears, 

The Tartar could not bear the Sight-of this difmal 
Spectacle, and as their hideous Countenances were a 
conftant Mark of their Defeat, they were all put 
to death by the Emperor’s Order. | 

After this Victory Zching tching cong thought of 
fecuring a Retreat, and pitch’d upon the Ifland of 
Forncfa, which was poffefs’d by the Dutch; he be- 
fico’d it by Sea and Land, and after four Months 
Refiftance. the Befieged were obliged to furren- 
der for want of Provifions: Here he eftablifh’d 
his new Government, but did not enjoy it long, 

or 
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for the following Year he dy’d, and left it to his 


Son. 

Yong liewas the only furviving Perfon that could difturb 
the new Conqueror, who ftill kept the Title of Em- 
peror, tho’ he was driven out of China, and had taken 
Refuge in the Kingdom of Pegu, which borders on 
_ the Province of Yun nan; the Court fent fome Troops 
with threatning Letters to the King of Pegu, which 
enjoin’d him to deliver up the fugitive Prince. _ 


He was immediately given up, with his whole Fa- 


mily, to the Yartars, who carry’d him ‘to the Capi- 
tal, where he was ftrangled ; the two Queens, his Mo- 
ther and Wife, were fent to. Peking, where they had 
each a feparate Palace, and were honourably treated, 
and where they always preferv’d their firft Adherence 
to the Faith. 

The fame Year, being the third of the Cycle, was 
fatal to the Emperor, by the violent Paffion which he 
entertain’d for the Wife of a young Zartar Lord, 
whom he had feen with the Emprefs ; this Lady in- 
form’d her Husband of the Prince’s Sollicitations, up- 
on which the Husband gave her Inftru€tions how to 
behave, and this fhe told.again to the Lover, either 
thro’ Simplicity or Defign: Chun tchi, who was in- 
tirely govern’d by his Paffion, fent for this Lord, and: 


on, pretence of his having neglected the Bufinefs of - 


his Poft gave him a Box onthe Ear: The Tartar 


could not furvive this Outrage, but died of Grief thé 


third Day. © 


The Emperor immediately after marry’d the Wi- | 


dow, and made her Queen, and had a-Son by her, 
whofe Birth was celebrated with Pomp and Magnifi- 
cence; but this Child lived but three Months, and 
his Mother follow’d him foon after to the Grave : 
‘The Emperor was:inconfolable for this Lofs, and 
made thirty Men kill themfelves to appeafe her Manes, 
which Ceremony the Chixefe look’d upon with Hor- 
~ ror, and which his Succeffor took care to abolifh. 
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He order’d the Grandees of the Court, and the 
Muinifters of the Empire to go into Mourning for a 
Month, and the common People for three Days, asif 
fhe had been Emprefs: After the Body was burnt 
on a Funeral-Pile he gather’d up. her Afhes himfelf, 
and with ftreaming Eyes inelos’d them in a filver 
Urn : He then devoted himfelf to the Bonzes, and the 
Worfhip of their Tdols, which he'had hitherto treated 
with Contempt, and in a few Days this unhappy 
Prince was reduced to the laft Extremity. Father 
Adam had often made ftrong Remonftrances, which 
this Prince look’d upon as the Effect of his Love, 
but they were ineffectual ; however in this melancho- 
ly Situation he refolv’d to make another Effort; and 
the Prince receiv’d him in a friendly manner, heard 
him patiently, but forbid him to kneel, made 
him drink Tea, and fent him away. 

After the Father was gone he order'd four Lords 
of the Court to draw near, and in their Prefence he 
reproach’d himfelf for neglecting the Government of | 
his Dominions, for his little Regard to thofe who had © 
ferv’d him faithfully, for defpifing the Counfel of his 
Mother, for his Awyarice and idle Expences in vain 
Curiofities, for his Affeétton to the Eunuchs, his ex- 
ceffive Paffion for the deceafed Queen, and the Trou- 
bles he had made his People undergo; after this he 
declared them Tutors of his youngeft Son Cang bi, 
who was but eight Years old ; then cloathing himfelf 


- inthe Imperial Mantle, he faid, Now- TI leave you 


and expir’d the fame Inftant, about Midnight, aged 
eighty Years, : . 
~The next Morning all the Bonzes were expell’d the 
Court, and the Body of the Emperor was inclos’d in 
a magnificent Coffin: The Day after Cang bi a- 
fcended the Throne, and receiv’d the Homage of 
all che Grandees of the Empire, | | 
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Cang hi, the Second Emperor, reigned fixty Years. 


AS in the Courfe of this Work we have men- 
tion’d at large the great Qualities and Merit of this 
famous Emperor, whofe Name is refpected in all the 
Eaft, and has deferv’d the Regard of all Europe, no- 
thing remains in this Place but to relate the principal 
Events of his Reign in a Chronological Method. 

The Adminiftration of the Four Tutors was notat- 
tended with any great Troubles; the firft Ufe 
they'made of their Authority was in beheading the 
principal Eunuch, who had been the Author of the 
former Misfortunes, and driving from the Palace 
4000 Eunuchs, retaining only 1000 to be employ’d 
in the meaneft Offices. Soon after an Edict was pub- 
lifh?d, which ordain’d all thofe in the fix Provinces, 
who inhabit the Sea-coaft, on pain of Death to leave 
their Dwellings, and to fettle themfelves three Leagues 
from the Sea ; in Purfuance of which they demolifh’d 
all their Cities, Forts, and Maritime Towns, and all 
' Trading by Sea was abfolutely forbid. 3 
_. By this means the Power of this formidable Enemy 
was weakned, who was become Mafter of the Sea, 
‘but an infinite number of Families, who liv’d on the 
Fifhing-Trade, were reduced to Want: A great ma- 
ny Churches were alfo deftroy’d, as well as the Idol 
Temples, and the City of Macao would have fhar’d 
the fame Fate, if Father Adam had not folicited for 
its Safety, and employ’d all his Credit to exempt it 
from the general Law. 

‘In the Year Forty-one Yang quang fien, a Man of 
Letters, prefented a Petition to the Regents full of 
the moft horrid Calumnies againft Religion, and the 


Miffionaries, of whom Father Adam was look’d up- 


on as the Head; he and three of his Companions 
were loaded with nine Chains, and drage’d before 
fevera] Tribunals, where they underwent very long 
and mortifying Interrogatories, their Books of De- 
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votion, their Chaplets, their Medals were looked up- 
on as fecret Marks, by which thofe in the Confpi- 


racy were fuppofed te know each other, and thefe 


Symbols of Chriftian Piety were ordered to be burnt : 
However they were forbid to perfecute the Chriftians, 
to profane their Churches, and their Sacred Images. 
The following Year Father Adam was condemned 
to be ftrangled, but this Sentence was afterwards re- 
voked, and they condemned him to be cut, while 
living, into ten thoufand Pieces. This is the greateft 
Punifhment they ever inflict for the moft horrid Crime: 
This Sentence was carried to the Princes of the Blood, 
and to. the Regents for Confirmation, but as often as 
they attempted ‘to read it a dreadful Earthquake di- 
{perfed the Affembly. | ae 
The Confternation was fo great that they granted.a 
general Pardon ; all the Prifoners were releafed, ex- 
cept Father dam, .and:he did not get his Liberty till 
a Month afterwards, when the Royal Palace was con- 
fumed by the Flames ; all the Miffionaries were ba- 
nifhed to Canton, except four who were retained at 
Court; there were reckoned among the Banifhed three 
Religious of Saint Dominique, one Francifcan, and 


_ twenty-one Fe/uits. 


The fifteenth of Avgu/f, in the fame Year, Father 
Adam Schaal died, at the Age of feventy-feven Years, 
whereof he had fpent forty-feven in the Labours of 
an Apoftolical Life: The Emperor afterwards declared 
his Innocence, and honoured him with an Elogium, 
and ‘feveral Titles of Honour. | 

The forty-third Year of the Cycle happened the 
Death of Sony, the Chief of the four Regents of the 
Empire, at which time the young Emperor took 
the Government of his Dominions into his own Hands, 
and foon gave great Hopes of that extraordinary Re- 
putation, which he afterwards acquired in the Sequel of 
a Reign the moft fiourifhing that ever happened. 


Sou 
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Sou ca ma, who had the greateft Credit of the four 
Regents, and who was the moft cruel Enemy of Chri- 
{tianity, had twenty Articles of Accufation brought 
againft him, his Goods were confifcated, he was load- 
ed with Irons, and condemned’ to the moft cruel Pu- 
nifhment, but the Emperor mitigated the Rigour of 


his Sentence, and he, was only ftrangled; feven. of 


his Children or Grandchildren, and his third Son were 
cut into feveral Pieces. 
In the forty-fifth Year of the Cycle an Embaffador 
from the King of Portugal came to Court, who was 
received with Honour, and did not a little contribute 
to eftablifh the Portuguefe Nation in the Poffeffion of 
the City of Macao. | eee 
The following Year Father Ferdinand Verbieft was 
ordered, by the Emperor, to examine and put in writ- 
ing all the Faults of the Chinefe Calendar made by 
Yang quang fien, who had taken Father Adam’s Place, 
and who had’ exafperated the Grandees, the Bonzes, 
and the Mahometans, againft the Chriftian Religion, 
‘The Faults were enormous, and many ‘In number; 
infomuch that Yang quang fien was deprived of his 
Office, degraded of his Honour, and even condemned 
to Death: However the Emperor was fatisfied with ba- 
nifhing him into his own Country, where he was fcarce 
arrived but he died of a peftilential Ulcer. | 
_ The Pere Verbieft became Prefident of the Tribunal 
of the Mathematicks, and fo far gained the Efteem 
" of the Emperor, as to teach him the Mathematical 
Sciences for the Space of five Months. | 
The Father made ufe of this Opportunity to pre- 
fent a Petition to the Emperor, in which he expofed 
the Calumnies that had been publifhed againft the 
Chriftian Faith, and the Injuftices which had been 
done, under Pretence of his Authority, to the Preach- 
ers of the Gofpel. They fpent feven Days in exa- 
mining the Allegations before a General Affembly of 
the Mandarins, after which it -was declared, ae 
the 
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the Chriftian Religion taught nothing that was evil, 
nor that tended to Sedition: An Imperial Ediét re- 
called the banifh’d Miffionaries, neverthelefs forbid- 
ding them to build any more Churches, and the Chi- . 
nefe to embrace the Chriftian Faith, : 3 
In the fiftieth Year of the Cycle Ou fan guey, 
who had introduced the Zartars into the Empire to 
fupprefs the Rebellion, endeavoured to deliver his — 
Country from their Tyranny: ‘The Emperor invited 


‘him to Court, but his Anfwer was to the Deputies, 


That be would not appear there, unlefs in the Company 
of 80000 Men, by which means his Defign was 
made publick. | 

He had already made himfelf Mafter of the Pro- 
vinces of Yun nan, Se tchuen, Koei tcheou, and part of 
How quang, and, which is a Mark of the Imperial 
Authority, he fent the Chinefe Calendar to the Tribu- 
tary Princes his Neighbours, and among the reft to 
the King of Tong king : Both he and the reft refufed to 
receive it, and fent it back to the Emperor: The 
eldeft Son of Ox fan guey, who was then at Court, 
was beheaded. 

Soon after the Kings of Fo kien and Quang tong 
revelted, and the Prince of Formofa joined himfelf to 
them: It had been over with the Yariars if all thefe 
Princes had aéted ‘in Concert, in behalf of the com- 
mon Caufe, but they were divided by Jealoufies: The 
Prince of Formofa, thinking himfelf not honourably , 
treated by the King of Fo kien, declared War againft 
him, defeated him in feveral Battles, and forced him 
to fubmit to the Emperor: The King of Sxang tong, 
for a like reafon of Difcontent, broke the Treaty which 
he had made with Ox fan guey, and put his Province 
into the Hands of the Tartars. ; 

The Court fent feveral Armies, commanded by Tar- 
tarian Princes, into the Provinces of Hou quang, Tche 
kiang, Fo kien, Quang tong, and Quang fi, to reduce 
the reft that refufed to acknowledge his Authority. 


How- 
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However Ou fan guey died in the fifty-fixth Year of 
the Cycle in a good old Age, and his youngeft Son 
Hong boa was proclaimed Emperor. | 

The fecond of September, in the fame Year, there 
was a dreadful Earthquake at Peking ; a great many 
Palaces and Temples, and the: Towers and Walls of the 
City were overthrown, which buried more than 400 
Perfons in the Ruins: There were more than soooo 
that perifhed in the neighbouring City ong tcheou, 
and as the Shocks were perceived from time to time 
for the Space of three Months, the Emperor, the 
Princes, and the Nobility, quitted their Palaces, and 
dwelt in Tents; the Emperor beftowed large Sums 
for the Encouragement and Affiftance of the People. . 

The laft Month of the fame Year the Royal Pa- 
lace was all in Flames, and in a few Hours time it was 
reduced to Afhes ; its faid that the Lofs amounted to 
2850000 Taels. , 

Four Days after this Accident the Emperor fet out 
to take the Diverfion of Hunting at his Pleafure- 
Houfe, and perceiving at a diftance the magnificent 
Monument, which his Father had erected to the Ho- 
nour of the laft Chinefe Emperor, he went to it, and 
after having proftrated himfelf on the Ground, and 
burnt Incenfe, You know, great Emperor, faid he, 
burfting into Tears, it' was not we, but your rebellious 
Subjetis who were the Caufe of your Death. 

Altho’ the King of the Province of Quang tong had 
fubmitted to the Government of the Tartars, his 
Conduct was not the lefs fufpected at Court, be- 
. caufe he had an enterprizing Spirit, and was very 
powerful by the Trade that he carried on, notwith- 
{tanding the Emperor’s Prohibition, with the Spaniards 
and Dutch. 

The fifty-feventh Year of the Cycle he received Or- 
ders to march his Army againft the Rebels of the 
Province of Quang fi: This Army being divided in- 
to feveral Bodies, as Neceflity required, they had the 

Cunping 


493 


494 


The GENERAL History of 


Cunning to perfuade him to return to his Palace in 
the Province of Quang tong. A little time after he was: 
vifited by two Grandees of the Court, who on the 
ninth of Oéober, early in the Morning, prefented him 


~ with a filken Halter, with the Emperor’s Order to 


ftrangle himfelf in it; one hundred and twelve of. 
his Accomplices, among whom were three of his Bro- 
thers, were beheaded, and his great Riches were divided 
amongft his other Brothers, whereof one was Son-in- 
law to the Emperor. 


‘Towards the end of the fame Year fome reverend 


Auguftine Fathers, being arrived at Macao from the 


Philippins, entered happily into China. ‘The follow- 
ing Year the King of Fo kien, who in the time of his- 


Revolt was treated with Contempt by the Emperor’s 
faithful Mandarins, was capitally punifhed, and his 
Body caft to the Dogs; his Brothers, tho’ innocent, 
were beheaded. | 


In the mean time the Yartars poffeffed themfelves 


of the Capital of Yun nan; Hang boa, v ho had been 
declared Emperor, prevented the Punifhment defign- 
ed for him, by killing himfelf ; they dug up the Bones 
of his Father Ou fan guey, and carried them to Peking, 
part of which were expofed with Marks of Infamy on 
Stakes, the other part were reduced to Afhes and {cat- 
tered in the Wind. 

The fame Year, being the fifty-eighth of the Cycle, 
and of our Lord 1681, was the rooth fince the Mif- 
fionaries of the Society of Fe/us had carried the Light 
of the Chriftian Faith into China. 

The fifty-ninth Year the Emperor, having happily 
fubdued the fifteen Provinces of China, and eftablifhed 
Peace throughout his whole Empire, took a Refo- 


lution. to go and vifit his Country and the Tombs of - 


his’ Anceftors: He fet out for Eaftern Tartary the 
twenty-third of March, accompanied with the Prince 
his Heir apparent, his three Queens, his Great Lords 
and principal Mandarins, and.with an Army of about 

| : 60000 
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6oo00 Men: He alfo took with him Pere Verbie/t, who 
was always near his Perfon ; and inthe fixtieth and laft 
Year of the Cycle he made a fecond Journey into 
Weftern Tartary, with a greater Train, and a more 
numerous Army. ‘This Cuftom:was continued every 


Year, and he fpent feveral Months in the Exercife 


of Hunting during his Stay in Zartary. 
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The third Year of this-new Cycle Zching che fan, Cycle 68. 
the Grandfon of the famous Pirate who had taken An. Dom. 
the Ifland of Formo/a from the Hollanders, was obliged 1684 


to. replace it in the Hands of the Emperor, and to 
furrender himfelf at Peking, where he was dignified 
with the Title of Count. ~ 


The fourth Year of the.Cycle five new French Mif- 


fionaries arrived at Peking, the feventh of February ; 
they embarked at Breft in. March 1685. 

_ Lewrs the fourteenth of glorious Memory, who 
was poffeffed of fo many Heroick Virtues, by which 
he merited the Name of GRranp, joined to the great- 
eft Zeal for the Propagation of the Faith, had ho- 


noured thefe Fathers with the Title of his Mathema- 


ticians, and had gratified them with fettled Salaries 
and magnificent Prefents. oo | 

They had not the Confolation to fee Father Verdie/?, 
to whom their Permiffion to enter into China was 
owing: This Apoftolical Man died the twenty-feventh 
of Fanuary, univerfally lamented by the Emperor, 
Grandees, and the People; Pere Grimaldi was named 
to fupply his Place, andthe Emperor referved the Peres 
Gervillon and Bovett out of the five that were newly 
arrived for his Court. . 

The following Year the Peres Gerbillon and Pereyra 
had Orders, from the Emperor, to accompany the Cdi- 


nefe Ambaffadors into Tartary, who went to fettle with 


the Mu/covite Plenipotentiaries the Limits of the two 

Empires. = | 
China enjoyed a profound Peace, which was owing 
to the Wifdom and fuperior Skill of the Emperor : 
? ; re | The 


496 


The GENERAL History of 


The indefatigable Application of this Great Prince to 
all the Affairs of State, his Equity and Penetration in 
the Choice of proper Perfons to fall the Chief Offices, 
his Frugality, and Hatred to Luxury with refpect to 


 himfelf, joined with his Profufenefs and Magnificence 


with reference to his Dominions ; his Tendernefs to his 
People, and Readinefs to affift them, his Steadinefs in 
the vigorous Execution of the Law, his continual 
Watchfulnefs over the Conduct of his Viceroys and 
Governors, and the abfolute Government that he had 
over himfelf ; all thefe things put together, kept up a 
regular Subordination in all the Members of this vatt 
Empire, without which nothing is more common 
than Trouble and Confufion. 

Tho’ this Prince was fo much taken up with the 
Government of the Empire, he found fufficient Lei- 
fure for Application to the Sciences, for which he had 
a Tafte and a particular Genius: He was not con- 
tented with the Chinefe Learning, in which he was 
very well verfed ; but was defirous of being inftruct- 
ed in the European Sciences, namely Geometry, Al- 
gebra, Natural Philofophy, Aftronomy, Phyfick, and 
Anatomy: The Peres Gerbillon, Bovett, and Thomas, 


-imployed feveral Years in turning their Lectures into 


the Tartarian Language, and in explaining them twice 
a day, either at Peking, or his Pleafure-Houfe: He 
was likewife defirous that Pere Gerbillon fhould attend 
on him in all his Journies into Tartary. 

As the Chriftian Religion was only tolerated in 
China, it was not free from Perfecution in fome of the 
Provinces, there was one very cruel in the Province 
of Iche kiang : The Fathers, who wereat Court, prefent- 
ed a Petition to the Emperor, and after great Con- 


_teftations on the Part of the Tribunals, they at length 


obtained, by the Protection ot the Prince So fan, a 
Relation of the Emperor, an Edict in favour of it, 
and permitted its free Exercife throughout the Empire, 
This Edict was obtained the ninth Year of the Cycle 

, a | | of 
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of our Lord 1692, and the thirty-firft of the Reign 
of Cang bi; which was confirmed the twenty-fecond of 
March, and publifhed foon after in all the Provinces. 
So fignal a Favour was fome time after followed 
by another, which we fcarce durft hope for ; the Em- 
peror granted to the Peres Gerbillon and Bovet a large 
Spot ot Ground within the Walls of his own Palace, 
for the Building of a Houfeand Church, and even fur- 
nifhed them with Money, as alfo a great part of the 
Materials, appointing Mandarins to be Overfeers 0 
the Work: In four Years all was finifhed, and in the 
nineteenth Year of the Cycle, that is to fay 1702, 
the Church was opened and folemnly confecrated. 
The twenty-fixth Year of the Cycle was remarkable 


for a very uncommon Event ; the fecond Son of the Em- 


peror, who was appointed his Succeffor, and was almoft 
equal with him, was all of a fudden depofed, and loaded 
with Irons, and his Children and principal Officers 
were involved in the fame Misfortune: Likewife an 


Aftrologer, who had prediéted that if this Prince was 


not Emperor in a particular Year he never would at- 
tain that Dignity, was condemned to be cut in a thou- 
fand Pieces ; the publick News-Papers were filled with 
Invectives againft the Conduét of the Prince, whofe 
Life they examined even from his very Infancy. 
Soon after his Innocence was made to appear, an 

twas known that his elder Brother, to render the 
younger’s Loyalty fufpected, had recourfe to Ma- 
gick -by the Affiftance of certain Lamas, who are 
skilful in things of that nature: Thefe Lamas were 


put to death, the eldeft Son was condemned to per- - 
petual Imprifonment, and the Prince his Brother - 


was re-eftablifhed in the Quality of Heir apparent: 
There were publick Rejoicings on this occafion, and 
a Comedy was acted for fome time, drawn from An- 
cient Hiftory, that alluded to this Event: But this 
Re-eftablifhment was not lafting, for afterwards he 
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was deprived of his Titles, and the Prerogatives of his 
Rank, for real Confpiracies againft his Father, 
The thirtieth Year of the Cycle, that is to fay in 
1710, my Lord the Cardinal fe Tournon, Apoftoli- 
cal Legate, died at Macao the eighth of Fune, at the 
Age of forty-one, of a Diftemper which had Jike ta 
have killed him at Pontichery, and afterwards at 
Nan king, from whence he travelled to the Empe- 


. ror’s Court, to which he was fent by the Pope to 


put an End to the Difputes which had rifen amongft 
the Miffionaries. | | 

The thirty-feventh Year of the Cycle, 1717, a 
Tfong ping, or Mandarin of War, whofe Name was 
YIchin mao, prefented a Petition to the Emperor full 
of Invectives and Calumnies againft the Chriftian 
Religion, and the Preachers thereof, inventing the moft 
horrid Crimes under pretence of Watchfulnefs over 
the publick Tranquillity, which, as he faid, was 
ready to be broke in upon at home’ by the Miffi- 
onaries and their Difciples, and from without by the 
Europeans who trade to China, 

They were aftonifh’d when they found that this 
Petition was referred to the Tribunals for Exami- 
nation, and that the Emperor confirmed their De- 
cree, which reviv’d two Edicts, one of the eighth 
Year of Cang bi, which prohibited the Building of 
Churches, and embracing the Chriftian Faith ; the 


other of the forty-fifth Year, wherein it is ordained, 


that every European fhall receive an Imperial Patent, 
wherein fhall be mentioned his Country, his Reli- 
gious Order, the Time he hath been in China, and 
a Promife of his never returning to Europe any more. 

Father Farinin, with two other Miffionaries, went 
and threw themfelves at the Emperor’s Feet, but all 
the Anfwer they could gain was, that none were 
prohibited to preach the Gofpel but thofe who had 
not receiv’d their Patents. 


The 
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_ The Year following happened the Deceafe of the 
Emperor’s Mother on the eleventh of January, and 
the whole Empire went into deep Mourning for for- 
ty Days. The Mandarins, and even the Sons of 
the Emperor, went to fleep without putting off their 
Cloaths; all the Mandarins on horfeback with white 
Garments and a {mall Train, went for three Days 
together to perform the ufual Ceremonies befote the 
Moniiment of the deceafed Emprefs: The Tribunals 
were fhut up while the Mourning lafted, and red 
Silk was prohibited, for which reafon it was -taken 
out of every one’s Cap, as well as all other’ Orna- 
ments. — 

The fame Year the Emperor was attack’d with 2 
Diftemper which pave a general Alarm, efpecially 
an account of his Defign of not choofing, for a Suc 
cefflor, any of his Children, but a Prince of the Dy- 
nafty of Yuen, of which Houfe there was yet left 
_more than a thoufand. oe 

One of the Chief Mandarins caufed his Son to prez 
fent a Memorial; wherein he refpectfully fhewed of 
how great Importance it was for the Repofe of the 
Empire to name his fecond Son for his Heir: The 
Emperor was enraged at this Remonftrance, yet par- 
don’d him who prefented it, becaufe it was in Obe- 
dience to his Father, but gave Orders that the Fa- 
ther fhould be put to Death ; this Example of Seve: 
rity ftopt the Mouth of all the Grandees, who durft 
not fo much as mention a Succeffor any more. 

The fortieth Year of the Cycle, 1720, they leatnt 
at Court the agreeable News of the Chinefe Troops 
having gained a complete Victory over their Enemy 
Te vang Raptan, King of the Eluths, who occupied 
the Country of the Lamas, and ravaged it for the 
Space of four Years together, by which means Thibet 
was in the Pofleffion of the vidtorious Army: 

Tho’ this Conqueft was at fonie Diftance froni the 
_ -Confines of China, ae Confequence of it was not 


a {mall, | 
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{mall, becaufe the Emperor had the finifhing of this 
War much at heart, and all the Grandees congra- 
tulated him upon it. 

The eleventh of Zune, in the fame: Year, there was 
an Earthquake at Peking at nine in the Morning, 


~ which lafted two Minutes ; the Shocks began again the 


next Day at half an hour after feven in the Evening, 
continuing for about fix Minutes, and there was no-. 
thing heard inthe City but confufed Cries and Shrieks, 
at length it ceafed for the prefent, tho’ there were ten 
other Shocks before Morning, but not by far fo vio- 
lent as the former. At the break of Day their Cala- 
mity did not appear fo great as their Fears had re- 
prefented, there being but 1000 Perfons crufh’d to 
Death ; for as the Streets are generally broad they 
could place themfelves out of the Reach of.the fall 
of the Buildings; yet for twenty Days afterwards 
there were felt from time to time fome flight Shocks. - 
The twenty-fecond of November a Mujfcovite Am- 
baffador made his publick Entry into Peking, with a 
great deal of Pomp and Magnificence, having almoft 
a hundred Perfons in his Train moft fplendidly dreft 
after the European Fafhion. The Gentlemen on each 
fide the Ambaffador had drawn Swords in their Hands, 
which was a Sight entirely new and extraordinary. 
The new Legate from his Holinefs 4. Meffabar- 
ber, who embark’d at Lisbon in a Portuguefe Vefiel, 


arrived at Peking, and met with an honourable Re- 


ception from the Emperor. A'ter feveral Audiences 
he took his Leave, in order to return to Europe, to 
give the Pope an Account of what the Emperor had 
faid, promifing to return to China as foon as poffible. 
He was conducted to Canton, where he ftayed but 
four or five Days, and fromthence to Macao with all 
the Honours due to his Character and Dignity. 

The Year following the Ifland of Formofa threw 
off the Emperor’s Yoke, but was recovered again in 


‘a few Months ; the Chinefe belonging to the Ifland, 
affifted 
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affifted by thofe of Fo kien and Keonu, had kill’d all 
‘the Mandarins except one, and put all the Imperial 
Troops to the Sword. 

The News was fpread at Peking, and the Revolt 

was attributed to the Dutch, who had certainly no 
hand in it, and this doubtlefs on account of the En- 
mity which ts between the Chinefe and all Stran- 
gers, with Defign to render the Europeans odious ; 
but there were great Rejoicings when they learnt 
foon after, That the Imperial Troops, lately fent 
thither, had entered the Capital and killed one part 
of the Rebels, that the reft were difperfed, and their 
Chief was fled into the Mountains. . 
_ The forty-fecond Year of the Cycle, 1722, in De- 
cember, the Emperor diverting himfelf with hunting 
the Tyger was taken with a Cold and Shivering, 
and immediately gave Orders to his Train to return 
to his Pleafure-Houfe: This did not a little aftonith 
the whole Company, but they were not long igno- 
rant of the Caufe, for his Blood was coagulated, and 
no Remedy did him any Service: Perceiving himfelf 
near his End, he affembled all the Grandees, and ap- 
pointed his fourth Son to fucceed him in the Empire. 
He expired the twentieth of December about eight in 
the Evening, aged fixty-nine Years, and the fame 
Night his Body was tranfported to Peking. 


Yong Tching, the Third Emperor, now reigning. 


THE Day after the Death of Cang bi, the new 
Emperor, aged about forty-five Years, afcended the 
Throne about five in the Morning, and affumed the 
Name of Yong tching, which fignifies Lafing Peace, 
and was acknowledged by all the Prime Grandees, 
and the Mandarins belonging to the Tribunals: He 
was no fooner come to the Crown but he difco- 
ver’'d Signs of Difcontent againft fome of his Bre- 
thers, efpecially the ninth, condemning him to pay 
jJarge Sums, which he pretended were unlawfully ac- 
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quired during the Life of his Father, and banifhed 
h.m into Tartary, where he died foon after his arri- 
vil. He afterwards recalled his fourteenth Brother to 
P kg, who was at the Head of the Chinefe Army ; 
but h's eighth and tenth fel! under his Difpleafure, 
and h_ placed entire Confidence in none but the 
thir .enth, to whom he trufted all the Affairs of the 
Government. At the fame Time he imprifoned or 
banifhed feverat Princes and Noblemen, many of 
which protected the Miffionaries, and by this means 
were favourable to Chriftianity : Whether this Prince 
hath: not the fame Tafte for Sciences as his Father, or 


. whether he feeks Occafion to lay afide the Miffiona- 


ries, they yet have received but few Marks of his Be- 
nevolence, except his letting them live in quiet; one 
italian Jefuit only, an excellent Painter, is employ’d 
at Court. If he has given a new Title of Honour 
to Father Kegler, Prefident of the Tribunal of the 
Mathematicks, it was with no other View than that 
he may appear with Decency in his Prefence, efpe- 
cially on ‘certain Days when great Ceremony ts re- 
quired, for it ought not to be concluded from hence 
that his Difpofition to Religion is more favourable. 

In refpect to Affairs of State his Application is 
conftant,’ he is fteady and refolute, ready to hear 
Grievances and to redrefg them, holds the Govern- | 
ment intirely in his own Hands, infomuch that there 
never was a more abfolute Monarch, or more to be 


‘dreaded, 


He was prejudiced againft the Europeans from the © 
firft Year of his Reign, by means of feveral Petitions 
which were prefented to him by the Learned, remon- 
{trating, That thefe Foreigners had deceived the late 
Emperor, and that that Prince had loft much of his 
Reputation, in condefcending fo far as to let ’em 
fettle in the Provinces, for they had built Churches 
in all Places, and that their Faith was propagated 
great-y; that the Chinefe Chriftians acknowledg’d 

| a6 
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no other ‘Teachers, and that in times of Trouble they 
were only govern’d by them, | 


Thefe bad Impreffions were ftrengthned by a pub- — 


lick Petition, prefented to the Emperor by the Zfong 
fou of Fo kien, wherein, after having given an Account 
of the important Reafons that he had for prohibiting 
the Chriftian Religion throughout the Extent ‘of his 
Governmentt, he befought him, for the Repofe of the 
Emperor and the Good of the People, to order all 
Strangers to be fent out of the Provinces, and con- 


ducted to Court or to Macao, and that their Temples _ 


might be put to other ufes. | 

This Petition was referred to the Tribunal of Rites 
to determine what fhould be done tn it, and the Sen- 
tence of the Tribunal was to keep at Court the Euro- 
peans that'are already there, to bring thither thofe 
from the Provinces that might be ufeful, to fend the 
reft to Macao, to convert their Temples to the pub- 


lick ufe, and ftriétly to forbid the Exercife of their — 


Religion. 

_ This Judgment of the Tribunal was confirm’d by 
the Emperor, to which he only added, that the Vice- 
roys of the Provinces fhould allow them a Mandarin 
to conduét them to Court or to Macao, to protect 
them from any Infult : The Miffionaries exerted them- 
felves as much as poffible by means of their Friends, 
but to no purpofe; all the Favour that he granted 


them was, that they might be conducted to Canton | 


inftead of Macao, but he would not give them Leave 
to ftay there if they gave any Caufe of Complaint, 
By virtue of this folemn Edict of the Emperor, 


which was publifhed throughout the Empire, the 


MMiffionaries were drove from their Churches, and tol- 
Terated no where but at Peking and Canton, above 
oc Churches were either demolifhed'or put to pro- 
Ene Ufes, and more than 300000 Chriftians depriv’d 
of their Paftors : Seeing themfelves delivered up to 
the Rage of Infidels, there was then made ufe of, and 
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ftill is, every Method that a prudent and well-go- 
vern’d Zeal can infpire to re-animate, asoften as pof- 
fible, the Faith of all thefe Chriftians. 

This Ediét was fcarcely publifhed, but the Empe- 
ror let fall the whole Weight of his Anger and In- 
dignation upon an illuftrious and numerous Family 


that had embraced the Faith. The Head of this Fa- 


mily is a Prince of the Blood, defcended from the 
eldeft Brother of him who was the Founder of the 
reigning Dynafty, whom, without any Regard to 
his Rank or old Age, or the important Service he 


had done the State, he banifhed, together with his 


Children into Tartary: There were no lefs than eleven 
Princes, and fixteen Princeffes married to Mongol 


‘Princes, or to Mandarins of Peking. 


All thefe Princes and Princeffes, who had each a 
numerous Family, were degraded from their Rank, 
and were allow’d no other Abode than a defart Place 
in Yartary, where they were clofely guarded, and not 
fuffered to go out of fight of the Soldiers. This Ve- 
nerable old Man was feen, on his Departure to the 


‘Place of his Exile, with his Children and Grand-chil- 


dren to the Number of thirty-feven, without reckon- 
ing the Females, who were almoft as many, and a- 
bout 300 Domefticks of both Sexes, the greateft 
Part of whom were baptized. | 

ll thefe Difgraces not having the Power to ftag- 
ger their Faith, the Princes were brought to Peking 


in Carts, and loaded with nine Chains ; they under- 


went feveral Interrogatories, and were promifed to be 
reftored to the Dignity of their Rank if they would 
renounce their Faith, and if they refufed more dread- 
ful Punifhments were threatned ; but their Steadinefs 
and Conftancy could .not be overcome, neither by 
Promifes nor Threatnings, and for this Reafon they 
were condemned to die. | | 
But the Emperor changed this Punifhment into per- 
petual Imprifonment, fo that feveral were fhut up in 
: OS clofe 


a 
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clofe Prifons, and three died merely through the Hard- 
fhips they underwent ; the reft were difperft inthe Pro- 
vinces to end their Days under a Load of Irons, or. in 
the Obfcurity of a Dungeon. Two Ambaffadors, the 
one from Portugal, the other from Mu/covy, who 
were then at the Court of Peking, were the Admirers 
of the Conftancy and Intrepidity. of thefe illuftrious 
Confeffors of Fefus Chrift. 

As little a Favourer of Religion as this Prince ap- 


pear’d, it is impoffible not to praife his unwearied Ap-. 


plication to Bufinefs, for he applied his Thoughts night 
and day to the reforming of Errors in the Govern- 
ment, and to procure Happinefs to his Subjects: You 
cannot do him a greater Pleafure than to prefent him 
a Plan which tends to promote the publick Welfare, 
and the Eafe of the People; he immediately enters 
therein, and puts it in Execution without any regard 
to Expence: He hath fettled a great many excellent 
Rules to dignify Merit, and reward Virtue, to caufe 
a worthy Emulation among Artificers, and to affift 
his Subjects in Years of Famine: Thefe Qualities 
have gained him ina fhort timethe Refpect and Love 
of all his Subjects. 


The fiftieth Year of the Cycle, 1730, the Empe-— 


ror’s thirteenth Brother, who had his Share in the 
Difficulties of Government, died the nineteenth of 
June of a languifhing Diftemper, which was owing 
to his exceffive Labour for the Publick Good: The 
_ Emperor appeared inconfoleable for his Lofs, which 
hath had a bad Effect upon his Health. 

Hie was defirous of rendring to this Prince extra- 
ordinary Honours, which he made known to the 
Publick by frequent Declarations, in which he -inti- 
mated how agreeable it would be to him that all 
the World fhould fhare in his Grief, and affift at his 
Funeral without diftinétion of Rank, giving Leave 
to the Vulgar, as well as to the Nobility, to do Ho; 


nour to the Deceafed, according to their own Way, 
| | either 


505 


506 


The GENERAL History of 
either by Prefents or Praifes. . He added, neverthe- 


~ Jefs, that he would ufe no Conftraint, and that thofe 
- who did not think this Prince deferved fuch Honours 


fhould be exempted from paying them: Neverthe- 
lefs he commanded his Officers to obferve all thofe 


- who performed this Duty, and to give him an Ac- 


count of them daily. His Body was expofed in the 
great Ting, where none were admitted but the Princes 
of the Blood : Before the firft Gate of the Palace was 
a gteat Court, in the middle of which a long Halk 
was erected made of Matts, and. in this was placed 
a Throne, for the Deceafed was not only a Regulo 
of the higheft Degree, but he had alfo the Tithe of 
King, [Kove vang.] . 

Before this Throne was a fmall Table, upon which 
were only two Candlefticks and a Perfaming-pan 3 at 
the Entrance into the Hall was a Folding-door, which 
was open’d only when the Officers of the Tribunal 
came to pay their Homage, a fet Number entring at 
a time ; at firft they ftood upright behind the Tables 
placed on each fide the Hall, then they knéeled down 
and fell proftrate fix feveral times, giving a deep 
Groan altogether, and fo filently withdrew. After 
thefe went in others, and performed the fame Cere- 
mronies : Sometime.after the Body was carried half a 
League from the City into a Palace built on purpofe, 
where the fame Ceremonies were performed. At this 
Place the City Mandarins, the Merchants, and the 
Vulgar, went to pay him their laft Honours. 

One hundred Days after he was carried to another 
Place prepared in the fame manner, where he lay 
the fame fae of Time. In fhort he had five feveral 
Stations of 100 Days each, where the fame Ceremo- 
nies were obferved ; after which he was carried to 
the Place of his Sepulchre, which the Emperor had 
caufed to be prepared, and was four Leagues in Cir- 
cumference, | - 


The 
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The Mandarins of the Provinces either came to 
pay the due Honours themfelves, or deputed their 
Sons in their ftead ; afterwards they caufed Monu- 
ments to be erected in their proper Diftricts, which 
contain the greateft Elogimums on this Illuftrious Per- 
fon deceafed : The Emperor placed his Name in the 
Hall of Emperors, which is very feldom done to pri- 
vate Perfons, but when they have done the moft im- 
portant Services to the State. — 

Soon after the Emperor caufed his third Brother to 
be taken up, arid conducted into a clofe Prifon, where 
he was fhut up, but the Caufe of his Difgrace is un- 
known: This Prince’s Family have alfo fele the 
Blow, and have beet: degraded from their Rank. 

- The thirteenth of November in the followmg Year, 
1731, the City of Peking was almoft overturn’d by an 
Earthquake, the moft extraordinary that ever was fele 
in China ; the firft Shocks were perceived about eleven 
in the Morning fo fadden, and with fuch Violence, 
that their Houfes and Buildings were overthrown at 
the fame Inftant: One would have imagin’d that 
a genera) Mine had been fprung, ‘and that the Earth 


had opened under our Feet; for in lefs than a Minute’ 


more than rooooo Inhabitants were buried in the 
Ruins, and a greater Number in the Country, where 
whole Towns were mtirely deftroy’d. 

What is remarkable in this Earthquake is, that in 
the Courfe which it took in fome Places it made a 
great Devaftation, and others it fcarcely molefted, 
the Shocks being but flightly felt ; nothing could re- 


ft two Shocks fo fadden and contrary to each other ; - 
where the Buildings were moft folid and ftreng, there 


the Effects were moft violent: Thefe were followed 

by twenty-three others in the fpace of twenty-four 

Hours, but more favourable. 3 

__ The Emperor was at his fine Pleafure-Houfe two 

Leagues from Peking, which was inftantly reduced 

to fuch a miferable Condition, that it cannot be re- 
| paired 
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paired without immenfe Sums; he was taking the 
Air in a Bark upon the Cana!, which croffes the Gar- 
den, when he immediately fell proftrate, and lifted 
his Hands and Eyes towards Heaven: Afterwards 
he publifh’d an Ediét, wherein he accufed himfelf, 
and attributed this Plague to the Wrath of Heaven for 
his Offences, and to the little Care he took for the Go- 
verzment of the Empire. ~ 3 
This Prince appeared very fenfible of the Afflic- 
tion of his People, and commanded feveral Officers 
to make an Eftimate of the demolifhed Houfes, and 


' to examine into. the Lofs which each Family has 


fuftained, advancing feveral confiderable Sums towards 


their, Affiftance: The Miffionaries at Peking partcok 


of his Liberality, for he gave them Audience, re- 
ceived them with Condefcenfion, and beftow’d up- 
on thema thoufand Taels towards the Repairs of their 
Churches. 

The fifty-fecond Year of the Cycle, 1732, the 
Miffionaries, who were ten Years before driven from 


the Provinces to Canton, were now forced from Can- 


ton to Macao, a little City belonging to the Portu- 
guefe, but of which the Chinefe are Mafters, and they 
allowed them but three Days to prepare their Journey, 
and to carry away their Effects; the only Reafon 
which is given for fo fevere a Treatment was, that 


-they had difobeyed the Emperor’s Order in propaga- 


ting the Chriftian Faith. 

The twentieth of Auguft they embarked to the 
Number of thirty, under the Convoy of four Gal- 
Jeys and two Mandarins. When they went on Shore 
at Macao, the Mandarins caufed their Dometticks, 
and the Chriftians who had followed the Miffiona- 
ries to land alfo, and fent them back to Canton loaded 
with Irons; they then dragg’d them in an ignomi- 
nious Manner before feveral Tribunals, fome were 
caft into Prifon, others receiv’d the Baftinado, and 
athers were condemn’d to carry the Cangue during 
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two Months : They all confeffed openly the Name 
of Chrift, and gave publick Teftimony to the Truth 
of his Holy Religion. 

Thefe are the moft remarkable things that have 
happened hitherto in the Reign of this Kmperor, 


who hath now been upon the Throne eleven Years _ 


compleat, and who governs his vaft Dominions with 
an abfolute Authority ; fo that I muft there come to 
a Conclufion of the Annals of this Great Monarch. 


- 


The End of the Firft Volume. 
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